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The neccsaty of a unliable aniJ complete D^CBIPTIVB 
AND Historical Hand-book to the Capital of the 
United States lias long been lelt, Wanleti'a Geograidiical 
and StatUtloU Dusci'lption ol the District ol Cotumbia, pii]> 
liHhei] 111 Paris in 1S16, and llii.' sevi^i^ editions of the Giildee 
compiled by William Elliott, 1S28 and laao, and Georgi' VVal- 
tOTBon, 184a, are ir-ally the only ones wliich possess thp merit 
af orijrlnal research. Tlie protliicUona ot a similar ebamcter 
published since ItUS, and especially tiie inter ones, iinvobccn 
crude and imperfect, impositions in ulmi'acter and [nice, and 
eotloeable'Only as containing the smallest amount of infurma- 
Uun for tlie lai^st nmonnt of money. 

The compiler of the present work hopes to avoid these 
D^eotions at least, and to give to the pnhlie n Hand-book 
of ottiactive and nsefnl descrlptivi* InfoiinaHon nbotit all 
places of Interest In and aronnd Washinotdn, and at the 
same time to enpply some appropriate hlMtoricti ilata which 
may be valiudilc to cany away as a souvenir of a visit to the 
Seat of Government. 

In the prpparatioii ol the historical portions ol the Hakd- 
BOOR TO Washington and its Environs, original antbor- 
Ities only Iiuve been eiLamined, Inclndin^ tlie manuscript reo.- 
ords, cbnvsponile^nce, and proceed iii,ii;3 of Che Commissioners 
charged with tbc auperintcndenceof the bn lid i n;j ol thp city, 
1791-1800 ; the con-esponrtencu of Geoi^gf Washington, I'hom- 
M Jefferson, and others on the sami^ snt^eet ; the Statutes at 
Large ; official docnraeiitB, from the establishment of the per- 
manent Seat of Government down to the present time; liesldes 
tbe writings of travelers and public meji and Hies of news- 
papers. 

Respecting the descriptive features, all points of intei«8t 
In the city and snn'otniiUngs, still in eKiatence, have been 
pereonally visited and Insjiected. 

It is lioiied, therefoiT, Chat tlie Hand-book will prove not 
only an invaluable companion on Che spot, lint an ever-wel- 
eome and entert.iiiiing Irieiid for fiitiu* perusal and I'efer- 
'E at the home lireside. 
~£ t^ompUer Is under obligations ta ouvw^ (A N.\.v± cf 
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of the Government: and while desirin*^ lo icco'^uizc their 
kindness, finds it dimciilt to make disthictious by iiidivuKials : 
he therefore tlianks them all. 

The general information has been compiled with special 
reference to the necessities of the stranger in the city, and, 
in connection with other useful matter, will be found to con- 
tain trustworthy intelligence respecting railways, hotels, 
churohes, theatres, &c. The code of Etiquette in Washing- 
ton and Street-car Directory will be found particularly con- 
venient and valuable. 

' The remaining features of the Hand-book will appear as 
the reader familiarizes himself with its contents. 

In a city like the capital of such a constantly expanding 
Republic as the United States of America there are never- 
♦MKling changes. To keep pace with tliese, it is the intention 
to annually revise and augment the Hand-book to Wash- 
ington AND ITS Environs, so as to keep it at all times cor- 
rected to the latest period. 

The compiler does not presume that the Hand-book is 
faultless ; but to approximate such a degree of completeness, 
as far as practicable, will constantly be his endeavor. He 
will therefore be grateful for any errors or omissions pointed 
out or coiTections suggesttid. These may be communicated 
by letter. 

DeB. R. K. 

Washington, D. C, 1879. 
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IjHOSE v'l>i> :ire influenced b^ a (Icsii'e to visft the 
NatLonnl Capitol, when most atCvuctivc In point 
' of beauty o( nature anil art, and wthonC refiircui'i' 
to liii' fa^iiiuiiablp and cou<;i-e^iotial season, ~^IioilIi1 
iiii'ivi^ ill JStiy or June, or October or XovL'inbi'r. 
'L'hi.' Iiotcest months are July mid Aii:jnsi;. 'I'hi' 
on thi' other hanil, are geaerally mihl ami b(>a!iLi[nl. 
iL'alliioI llie city at all se^aaons li iiiiexceiilionable. For 
ofHcial !\iia sodlol seasons ana EliqtieUe. 

HotelB.^The N^ntional Capital has a nniitber ol liotek, 
fowiv n( whloh will corapari' t'Livoraliiy with rlir beat in llir 

country. They are all l<(i"ii-' I ii[ i ■■ iv m -i.i Iv un-r?- 

sible to the difl'cjTiint liiu-..i .1 ils- 

routire Departments wiiii ti,' ; ■ ■; . , i-n-t- 

em portions of the city. I U'- i.i. ■ > . nipiil 

hotds and chai-gi'3 per day ; Jm.' ,!■ av., 

nearHat.N.,9o; i;66(«,l''st.,conhj'. .' ■ -■■■ mki; 

W%Uardti\ Pennsylvania av.. coiin'i , ■ ..| .-,t); 

ifefropoiifan, Pemiaylvauliiav.,ht't"i- ■ , U'.. 

44; Jmpma/. E St. N.. hurwLvii Hill, ■ 1 , .. ^l; 

aad Naiioiial, ri-ir-: ;i: ni.i .r... vi ., iji. 

, The hotels oil iii.' / r. mi- 

sylvaulaav., coil.. ■ ..i ■■ u 1-1,11, 

i\ toM; doiiblr r I-. r^^.. |>..L-..i,., "J 1,. - ■; 1:1 I..: I ■,■ in- 
cludes jJarlor ami lii-^l n"ini; ii.-s^luiii-aiil [lUiifluid ; mid 61. 

Mare, Pennsylvania uv., near 7tli rt. W., ^iii^miu riiuniit gl U\ 
ja, double 82 to M ; restaimvut attached. There me also 
oUier hotels on tin- American and Eurapenii plaiiH snitiHl to 
all classes nt pei'sons, und at lower rates. 

Lodgings. — PerBons desh'ing to i«ias aomo time hi \V:iili- 
iiigton, and dcsh-Dus of living retired, ciu find uxcllcnt lodg- 
ings In the vlciriity of all the liotcl?, and in difl)?rent parts of 
the city. The InrRe transient population of t!ii' city hfl« cre- 
ated an nnu^iial demand for this style of ucconiniudutlous, 
and every (^"ade, from elegant sinter down to unpretending 
single apartments, may be found. The rates for roonu 
(viO 
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would raz^e from IS? for sfngte looms to tlOO and m»wanh 
a mouth for smti^. Persons remaining leas than a month 
can also be supplied with quarters. 

Boacdm^. — Xanj houses la wiiich lodgings can be secured 
al2>o provi(& daH j boon], raainnar from ^3 to $35 a month for 
each person. The hotels also accoomiodate ootside boarders 
£Lt $45 a month for each person. 

BestaiizaiitB. — A number of excellent restaurants can be 
f(>an<l in all the bosineas portions of the city. Frequently 
pt'^rsoiis find it more eouYenient to bave locV^iugs aiid take 
zlu^ir meals nearest where they may happen to be at the 
[lonr of dining. The charges at restaurants are about the 
•iome as at hotels or boording-hoc^es. according to grade. 
There are several excellent restaurants eqaal in appoint- 
o^nts to any in the large cities of the North. Cttisime 
excellent. 

BaZiioads. — {See Tabie of Distances,} — Persons vieparting 
from Washinirtou have a chokx' of several routes. 

XoBTH. East, axd West. — Baltdkore axd Ohio 
RATT^Rf^An — Depot XE. comer of New Jers.»y av. auU C St. 
XW.. may be reache«l by the biue airs ou Pcuu^ylvauia av. 
and tlie F^. cars. Ticket i>fices^ 4S5 Peunsylvanta av. and 
die Depot. 

XoBTH. East, axd* West. — Bajltimork ani> PinvocAC 
Railroad — Depot SW. comer of B ami iJ;h sts. N W,^ may 
be r -.Lciioil by street cars ou 9th St.* aiul wituiu one i^xuare 
o«i F.,!ia^yl\^a:ua av. Ticket iff^ces^ XSiU ;ukI i^h sc^ and 
PeQiL^ylvaiiia av. and IX^poC. 

SocTH AXD Southwest. — So^wheru imius leaw from 
tli*^ BALTDfOBE AXD PoTOMAC IVpot. Tniwllers luay also 
U :iv' W:L^uiii:tOU by tlK- POTCOtAC Fkrry Compaxy. at 
r!i«- t'foc of 7th st. W^ and take tnuns ac ih^* Cv>nK»r of King 
:v.i ! L'liioti sts.. Ak'xandri;u ft>r Richmoiul and Xow Orleans. 
i\-::i-f M- «:t>iichf-^ ootivey passengers frvHU iIk* BaltinKHn* and 
o!iio Dpot to tiie Baltimore and P^itomac Depot an«l Poto- 
ntic Y^rry. 

AL£Xaxdria- — ^Local trains on tlK» AWxaiKlriii and Wash- 
ingtofi Kriilroad leave from the BALTIMORE AXD POTOMAC 
Depot about every hoar diiriug the ».lay. 

Sleeftxg Cabs are attached to all throt^i night trains. 
TIckecs may be procnred at railroGid ticket offices." 

Baggag£ will be caOed for and cheeked to all the prinn- 
pal cities of the United States^ by leaving orders at th»? rail- 
naef tic&et odiee&. 
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Wttaliiiijrtoii anil Alexanili-lii during the clny. Whnrl toot of 
7tli St., Wasliingtoii. nnd Kinw at., Alexandria. Faiv, single 
trip IS cenlp, round trip 23 cents. 

MOUNT Yersos. — Tlie etcami'i' for Mount Tcmon leaves 
the 7tli-Bt, wlinrf daily, except Sunday, at 10 A. M. Retni-u- 
ing, arrives at Wusiiin^^n at 4 p. m. Fan.', 91.50, niiil ud- 
inission to man^ilnn ittiil ^'oinids. 

QuANTico.— Potomac Steamboat Company— Stenm- 
ers [(■an; daily, at T A- M., (mm the 7th-st, wliai-T, for Quan- 
iicn, Cfiiinecthi^ witli trains for Riehmond and the SouUi. 

Potomac Landings.— Tlie PaHaa'le:!, on Monilnva and 
Thursd.ii'F, 7 A. M.. and I'iM Hn,/. nii Tti-^itavsand Fi-iflays, 
7 a.m., (lin-hig navigation, fr-.m 7ili-[. wli^n-f. 

Bai/tihobe and iNTiiiniiiiiAii: l..\s-iiixas. — Tiiree 

Btentnei'S a woek, durin;:: i\\v -n ,.f iiiixiirMiinii, li-aviiig 

Honday?, 7 p.m., Tnesday-'- !> i'. m.. itn.i Fniliys. Vi miii- 
Dight, fiTim th(! 7th-st. whai'f. 

New ToHK.^Tlie WASHINGTON and NEW TOBK etoani- 
(irs leave Fridays, from the foot of Hi,a;h st„ Georgetown, 

Pmr^DBia'HIA.— Steamers leave iGeoi^.town (Water Bt.> 
ou Tni'sduys and Saturdays, at 10 a. m., via eaual, till uavi- 
gation clwes, 

Boston and NORPOliK. — Steamers of the Washinqton, 
KORFOLK, and Boston Line leave the 7tli-st. wharf Mon- 
days and TliursdnyH, at 2 P. M,, touching ut all pi-ineipal 
landings, and connecting ^vith the Richmond and Boston 
Bteamurs. This linn usually suspends during the ivinter 
months. 

The wharves of all the Wasliingtou lines may be reached 
by tile 7th-.8t. horse-cars. 

Street Oars. — Al! parts of Washington may be reached by 
street-cars. 

Washington and Gbobgettown Sti-ect Railway, incor- 
ponitcd 1SG2, care every 3, 4, and B rain, during the day, stnrt 
on Bi'l<lgc St., at Higli, Georgetown, cross Rock Crecii over 
a fine in>u bridge, follow Pennsylvania ay., passing Mills' 
Statue of Washington, Corcoran Art Gallery, Lafeyette 
Square, War DepartmKnt, President's House, anil Ti-eaanry. 
At the intersection of 15th at, W. tiiey connect with the can 
on the I4M Streei and Columbia R<tuv>ays. Exchange tick- 
ets given for the former. At the S. end of the Treaanry 
tii^ ^lu entei- Pcnnsylvanis av^ which they follow the 
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intercept the Metropolitan line N". and S. ; and at 7th st. W. 
connect with the cars of the 7th st. bi*anch N". and S. On 
the latter exchange tickets are given. At the.W. gate of the 
Capitol grounds one branch turns to the 1. for the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Depot eveiy 10 min. during the day, and 
the other to the r. for the Capitol or Navy Yard^ every 5 min. 
dui-ing the (Xav, At the top of the hill a branch carries pas- 
sengers to the E, front of the House^ or S. extension of the 
Capitol. The main line continues along B st. S. to Pennsyl- 
vania av., and thence to 8th st. E., thence passing the Marine 
Ban-acks to the Navy Yard. 

Fourteenth-Street Branch, cars every 10 min. dur- 
ing th(? day, start on New York av. at 15th st. W., NE. of 
the Treasury Department, thence to 14th St., thence N. to 
boundary, passing the Fourteenth-Street Circle and State 
Department. Exchange tickets are given on the Pennsyl- 
vania av. line. 

Seventh-Street Branch, cars every 4 and 5 min. dur- 
ing the day, start at the boundary, follow the same street 
across the city to the Potomac river, passing the N. Market, 
Mount Vernon Place, Patent and Post OflSces, and Odd- 
Fellows' Hall. At Massachusetts av. they intersect the Co- 
lumbia Railway, and at F st. N. the Metropolitan line. On 
Pennsylvania av. they connect with the main line. Ex- 
<5hange tickets given E. or W. The cars now pass the Cen- 
tre Market, cross the Mall, with tlie Smithsonion grounds on 
r., continuing to the wharves for the Alexandria, Mount 
Vernon, and otlier steamers. 

Metropolitan Railway, incorporated 1864, cars every 
4 min. during tlie day, start on 17th St., W.- of the Navy 
and New State Departments, follow 17th st. W., passing the 
State, War, and Navy Departments, and Corcoran Art Gal- 
lery to H St. ; here tiie Georgetown branch leaves ; thence 
passing Lafayette Square to i4th st. ; thence to F st., inter- 
secting the 14th St. and Columbia Railways at New York 
av. ; connecting with the cars on the 9th st. branch N. and 
S., on which exchange tickets are given, passing the Patent 
and Post OflSices, and intersecting the 7th st. line ; thence to 
oth St. ; thence to Louisiana av., passing Judiciary Square ; 
thence to Indiana av., passing the City Hall; thence to C 
St., passing the Baltimore and Ohio depot to Delaware av. ; 
thence to B st. N., where the E. Capitol branch leaves; 
thence to the Senate extension, 

Georgetown and East Capitol Street Branch, cars 
every 6 min. during the day. Same as the main line going 
W. Cars leave that at H and 17th sts. NW. ; thence to Con- 
necticut av, ; thence to P St. at the Circle, intersecting the 
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SHiVBB SpbinGS Bran -h of JUe opo tan oa a, at 
tbe S". terminiia of the Tth ^t. line, and follotvs the 7th Bt. 
road a distance of 1 j m , paeaing the Scheiitzcii Park and 
Soward UuiTersity, and ti/nninates at present at the I'oad to 
tha Soldiers' Home and Hock Creek Church. 

Columbia Kailway, iiicoriMii-ated 1S70, cars erery 10 

" I. diu-hig the day, sliiit ou N.^w Yoi-k av. at loth EC. W., 
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NE.of Ihel'i-easniy; Ui.'i 
tlie Mpti'opolifaii and 1 "' 
poliLan, pas^sinj; Moiiu 
AtTtUst. Iheycrndsth 
tlie boundary, pasjini,' 
tilc termiima the Buki 
road commence. 

COKira)CTiccT Avenue and Pauk Rahway, incoipo- 
rated lilUS. The CoUuecticut nv. portion i^ ust^d by the Me- 
tropolitan line to Georgetown. A car connects at tlie P at. 
Circle, and rnns to bonndary. 

Fabes. — The rate of fai'e on the Wafhinf/inn and Ueorpe- 
ftwj'i line la 5 cents, to Inclndu a transfer or escliange tiefcut 
on the 14th and 7cli at. branches N. and S. Tlie hu-e ou the 
MtbvpolUan Ihie Is 7 cents for single tickets, or t<'n for 60 
-Bnts, or on the 0th-Bt. branch five for 25 cents. Ti'unsfera 
r. aud S. are g:iTen on tbe 9th-st. bmitch. Tlie fare on the 
Cohtmhia line is 5 cts. 

Further extensions ot existing lines, and the coustriictlon 
3l new ones, are proposed, in aomc InataBceg tbe roaAvvi 
having already been laid. 
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Vehicles for hire.— Rates of fare established by law for 
hacks, cabs, or other vehicle for hire? in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Bet. 6 a. m. and Bet. 12.30 a. m. 
12.30 a. m. and 5 a. m. 

For one or two passengers in a one- f Per h'r, 75 cts. Per hour, $1 12. 

horse vehicle. 1 Pertrip,76 cts. Per trip, $1 12. 

For one or two passengers, four- j Per hour, $1 60. Per hour, $2 25. 

seated vehicle drawn by two -< Per trip, ex- Per trip, exceed- 
horses, within the city. ^ ceed'glm.,$l. 1 m., $1 60. 

And for each additional passenger, 50 cts. 
"One mile or less, one half these rates. 

For one or two passengers, four- p^ ^ ^^ ^ p^^ ^^ ^2 25. 
wi.'i frnm'lVn^hiJT^tnn^fn'I^r Per trip, excecd- Per trip, excccd- 
from'GeorgSlown'''^"^''^ '" '' ^ ™-' ^^ (». ing 1 'm., $3 00. 

And for each additional passenger, 50 cts. 

One mile or less, one half these rates. 

One-horse vehicle does not include buggies and phaetons. 

In all cases where a vehicle is not engaged by the hour, it 
will be considered as being engaged by the trip. 

Special rates are chai-ged for excursions. 

If there should be an overcharge, drive to the nearest police 
station, where officers in charge will immediately decide the 
case. 

In every case require a ticket of the driver before starting. 

City Post Office. — General Post Office Building, entrance 
on F St. General Delivery, 6 a. m. to 11 r. m. Box 
Delivery, 7 a. m. to 8 p. m. Sunday, 8 to 10 a. m. and 6 
to 7 p. M. I.etteu Carriers' Window on r., open 7 to 
8 p. M. Stamp Office qu r. Ladies' Window on the 1 

The Mails — Eastern — for New York, Philadelphia, Bos- 
ton, ttc, due G.30 a. m., () P. M. ; close 7 A.M. 8 P. M. 

^VESTERN — due 0.0."), 11 .30 A. M., 2, 7 P. M. ; close (> A. M., 
(1.45 1». M. 

Soriii — due 7.20 a.m., ."i, 7.25 p.m.; close 6 A.M., 5.30, 
0.20 P.M. 

Baltimore, Md. — due G.05 a. m., 2, 0, 9 1'. m. ; close 7, 10 

A.M., 12 M.. 8 P.M. 

Georgetown — due 11.45 a. m., 4.45, 8, 10 p. m. ; close 8 

A.M., 2, 7 P.M. 

Alexandria — due 7.45 a. m., 7.20 p. M. ; cZo.se; 6 a. m., ' 
5.30 p. M. 
Foreign ^Iails are forwarded dail}' to New York and 
4^/7 Fmncisco, 
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Telenrapb Officec— Al'tomatic— Pi-incipal otlii 
Mare Hoh-1. Feiiii. .iv. 

Franklin,— Priiici pill olllcp. QOB Putin, nv. 
Westhun Union.— Pi'i 11 cipal olflce, Poiin, av. a 






OlmrcllBB. — Tlie following list ot piaeoH of religious worship 
IB merely tlesifjned for the nan ol visitors in the uity, nnd 
liierefoi« embraces only the representative churehea of Ciush 
deiiominattoii. For convenience of mferciicc, it is arntn^ie'l 
lUphulx^ticslly. The usual hour for service Is 10.30 to 11' A. 
H. aiid 7 to 8 p. »., accortlinK to tiin Reason of the yptir. 

BAPTIBT.— Fimt, 13th st. W., bet. O and n. E-streel. E 
«., bet. etii anil 7th W. Calvary. H and 8th sis. NW. Slii- 
loli, (Old School.) Mass. av., bet. Otii utiil lOth sis. W. 

Catholic, Roman. — St, Aloysiu.", I and N. Capitol st. 
WW. St. Dnndulc'P, Qth and F. sts. 8W. St. Slatthew's, H 
mnd lOtli St. NW. St. Patrlcli'n, 10th and F Bla., (rebuilding.) 
St. Btephcn'B, Penn. av. and 25tb ft, NW, 

Chhibttan.— First, Vermont av., above N et. NW. 

CONQHEGATIONAL.— Fir8t, lOtli ami G sts. NW. 

Fmsoopal, Protestant.— Ascension, H St., bet. 9tb and 
Wth NW. Epiphany, G Bt., bet. 13th anil 14th NW. Bock 
Greek, near Soldiers' Home. St. JohvCft. \?.\\\ iw\ "^^ »&- 
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NW. St. PaurB. (EiCualistic,) 23d 8t., S. of Circle, NW. 
Trinity, 3(1 and C ets. NW. 

Episcopal, Methodist.— Foundiy, O and 14th sta. KW. 
Hamllne, cor, Stli and P sts, NW. McKendree, Mass, ay., 
oeikr Otii Bt. NW. Metrapolilan, 4J and C sts. NW, Wesley 
Clmpel, .7tli and F sts. NW. 

EpiacoPAL, METHODiaT South. — Mount Ternon, 9th 
and K ats. NW. 

Friends.— Orthodox, 13th, bet. K and S sta. NW. Hick- 
aite, I at,, byt. 18ll( and 19th NW. Meetings, 11 o'clock a.m. 

GbkMan Refokmed.— First, 6th and N gts. NW. Ger- 
man sei-vlce, a.m. ; Euglish, P. M. 

Hebrew.— Waahinjftou Hebrew Congregation, 8th Bt., 
bet. H and I NW". Services every Friday 7 P. M., and Sab- 
bath (Saturd.iy) D a. M. 

Ldthehan — Trinity, (Unaltered Augsburg Confession,) 
B and 4th ats. NW. St. Paul's, H and 11th sts NW. Me- 
morial, N and 14th ats. N. 

Methodist PBOTBSTABrr.— 9th st., bet. E and F NW. 

Pkesbyterian.— First, 4J St. NW., near tlie City Hall. 
Fourth, 9th, bet. G and H ats. NW. New-York Aveaue, 
New-York av., bet- 13th and 14tii NW. 

Unitarian.— D and 6tli ats. NW. 

Universauht.— Masonic Hall, F and 9th ats, NW. 

CoiXiBGD Churches.— Baptiat, Fh^t, I and 19th aU. NW. 
Catholic, Homnn, St. Martin'a, loth at., near L NW. Epis- 
copal, St. Mary's, 23d at., bet. G and H NW, Methodiat, 
Aabury, K and 11th sta. NW. Presbyterian, 15th, bet. I and 
K stB. NW. 

Theatres. — The beet places of nmuBement in the city are 
Ford's Opera Souse, on 9tli at, W., immediately S. of Penn- 
sylvania av., and the National Theatre, on E flt. N., bet. 13th 
and 14th sts. NW. Hero the standard comedies and trage- 
dies and plays of the day are performed by exoeUent stock 
oompaniea during the winter aeoson, varied at hitervals by 
Italian, German, or Engliah opera, aud the presence ol th&, 
atrical "stars." 

General Amuaements.- Concerts and leoturea take place 
almost every night, and will aiibrd recreation for those who 
prefer this character of entertainment. 

Etiquette, OeTemonies, and FormaLitles^-The population 
of Washington la divided into two classes : official and unoffi- 
cial, and aociety admits of the same classifleation. The IL-st 
/aelades those actively associated with the various branches 




departmeuts o( the Governmeiit aiid retired offloars o 
the Aiinj tind Nayy nail families. The eecond tneludes re^ 
dcDts iu the ciipltul uot In official euiploymc lit, and vl^itora. 

The Season.— The faahionable aeanon commences with 
the New Year's receptiona, and enda with tlie liegiiining ol 
Lent. Durinn; thlij perioi! life at the capital is extremely ^7. 
"Shfi congreenonal season begins on the first Monday in De- 
cember of each year, and, witli u reeesa diu'ing the Christmas 
holidays, lasts till Mai-cli 4 in the odd years and until June or 
July in the even yeai-s. Dnring (lie months of July, August, 
ant! September, the pi'oininent officials and residents leave the 
capital for plates of siunmer resort. 

Receptions.— Till' reception season beguis on New Tear's 
day and la.sts till the beginning ol Lent. The days lor after- 
noon receptions are ariiLu^ed among the ladles of the families 
of the President, Cabinet Ministers, and Governor of the Dis- 
trict- Tlie announcements ai'e made daily during tlie season 
in the newspapers. Hours, afternoon, 2 to 5 p. m. ; even1n;if, 
8 toll p. m. Afternoon receptiona ai'e open to all. Evening 
receplionsarebycard, unlessotherwise announced in the daily 
newspapers. 

Titles— The following: are the forms of address used in 
conversation with certain officials, viz : Mr. Pivaident ; to 
members of the Cabinet, Mi'. Secretary, Mr. Postmaster gen- 
eral, Mr. Ai torney General ; Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. Vice Pi-e»- 
deht, Mr. Senator, Mi'. Speaker, Mr. Justice, for associates of 

the Supreme Conrt, and Mr. , for Representatives. The 

latter b'equen Ely have titles, as Judge, &a.' Official commu- 
nicationa shonld t>e addressed, "To the President, "To the 
Chief Justice," and all others "To the Honorable, the Sec- 
retary of State," &c., or "TheHonorableD.W., Secretaiyof 
State;" and to raembera of Congress, Honoi-ablc, with the 
name. The form customary for ladies of officials. Is Mrs. 

President ; Mrs.General ; Mrs. Secretary, Ac. The 

following form of address for certain officers would be better 
than those now in vogue: For the Secretary of State, The 
Premier; other membere of the Cabinet, Mr. Minister. 

Cabds. — Whenever a visit is made or reception nttended- 
a card, containing the name and residence in the city, stiould 
he eent in. or left with the usher, or iu "" ■----■-..-- 



haJl. Cards left at afternoon receptions are generally recog- 
nized by cards to evening receptions. Cards are generally 
issued to all evening receptions, except those of the Preudent 



and Speaker of the House of Representatives, and BOmetimes 
the General of the Army. In private calls, if the person 
colled upon be out, turn down the right upper corner of the 
card, to indicate that called to peMOti-, \1 ftic i3ia.\«i-Q!tf«»- 
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riglit i-Ei.l. Ill iiiiikiiiu a fiirewell call, place P.F.C.onlB& 

Asii-,iii;;ir. in crilliiiu' ii|"iii officials, or at rocfptioiis, fihoulij, 
if lii.^j I mill ■ b ■ nip[ -LiLiiiiLiLiii'il l>,v':iii usder or by ciiii], men- 
ticdi i[ liiiii.-ilf, •■. . I iM . ■.( . iiibiiiTaasment. 

IxviTATii-N.- I Mvitations todliHier ahouid 

bi' |)ni:Li|itly i ' ,■ ■■'I. IC Is not obll^Coty tO 

iTsiwuil 111 hull :l .ri ;■ I'dtertainmunts, luilesa re- 

i]iim*il ill till' Il'Iii I- /:. .^. I . <'.. liiim^i it la proper to recog- 
.■.[r,v (Iriii iiiiin.ill.i . hii :i:ii Inns til ('venlii;^' ri'ceptions flfo 
ridi ri-ii lire ;i ii'|)ly. I'Im-. ■uiinl form of reply is: Jilr. S — — 

j)n.ni'iitr- liUciiiiijilinii'iii- III Si'L'ivtai'j- , ancl aiaieptswllh 

iiU'asiiiv Ills iii.-iiuiii'ii I'l iliniiir ' I'll urs Jay even in s. Moa- 
iluy, Di'i:. — , 1^7 — . The foi-m li; tlie same, with adaptation, 
fov evening cuifi'taiuments, 

C'Aua.— The ladiesol offlcials rptum calls. The President 
anil wife iLi'ti not rfiiuLvd to i«tiirti emails : otiier membei'a ol 
tholamily can. The lower officials should always cull first 
upon the 1i1<;iiei'; antl ladies the Nime; hours 2 to a p. m. 
Evening calls only allowed for edcIqI acciiialntancea. The 
first visit R'celved should tin rt^turnnU In three days. Straa- 
gi^re, dvsiriii^ to pay respects to any officials, can do so with 
propriety during office bom's, sendlns; In a card, marked "to 
pay respects," by tlie ushur. 

DBE8S. — For visiting and at all aflernoon receplions aoQh 
dress for ladies and gBUtlemeu as la recognized in good soci- 
ety for morning calls sliotilQ be worn. At all evening recep- 
tioKS and dinner parties, full evenin? drcss tor ladies and 



Thb Puesidbnt. — Cabinet daus, Tneadays and Fridays, 
lioui's of meeting 1'2 M. Business hours : Duilng tlic session 
ol Congress, the President receives Senatora and Represen- 
tatives t-oin lU A, M, to 12 M. every day, except Sunday, and 
the public by card througii the nsher in the ante-room, from 
12 M. till a P. H., except on Cabinet days and Sundays. The 
number admitted during hours Is governed entirely by the 
lime the President can spare from his public duties. Persons 
desiring to pay their respects only, shuuhl note '^iopaijret- 
peeli " oil their cards, and call the attention of the officer la . 
in the ante-room thereto. During the adjournment of Con- 
gress, tlie President, when not absent from the Capital, nsu- 
aUy receives in the morning from 10 A. M. to 12 u. 

The President and family receive sooiaSi/ in tlie evening. 
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Thpse TbltB, however, are only ma(l« by thoge irarraikted It, 
tfaeir Acquaiutance to call upon tbem. 

Diplomalie rrnraentatives at fm-elpn govemnii'iits. iipoo 
their fii^t nrrival ac Ibe Capital, are presented in tlii; Bliie- 
Itoom, at a lime fixed by llie Secretary ot State, v'ith the 
consent o( the President. Tlie ceremony of preset itatlon 
cousiatB of au address by the Minister, and a reply by the 
Prosiiiunt. 

The President's Uvea ure annonuced through the prem. 
No im'ther invitation is necessary, and all stran^ierB at the 
Capital are at lllwrty to coll. The honra are usually from ft 
to 10 P. H. Miific bytlie Marine Band. No dress is pre- 
Kribcd, thon<^l] it la eminently oroper to appear in tlie even- 
lnK dress diclateil by good «ocii!ty. Enter by the N. door, 
where the usiiers will direct to the cloalc I'Ooma. Th«i enter 
the Red, Oitid pass into tiie Blue-Koom, where the President: 
Keetvi-s. Annonnee uamo to tlie Marshal ot the District, 
who presents to the President. TheEngineer in chai'^elj 
Public Buildings and Qrouiids presents to the wife ol tlie 
President. After paying respects, in order to malie ]\)om 
fcr otJiere, it is advisable to pass out at once into tlie Green 
'anil Uiitncx! into the GasC-Koom. 

The ajlenioon rteepiuma at tlie President's Honse are al- 
Wiiys held by the wife of tlie President, on sucli days ns she 
may select. She is assisted by such ladie« as she may Invite, 
jteneraUy selected In alplialietlcal order from the wives of 
Senators and Members, who, by tiieir ofHciai positions, ai« 
entitled to such et>nElderation, and any friend. Hours, 2 to 
B f, ni. No invitations. Visitors hi the city are at liix-rty 
to attend. The President, after office hours, often assists. 
Presentations are made In tlie Bine Room by the Engineer 
hi charge ot Public Buildings and Grouiida. Approach as 
in levees, except tliat it is customary to leave a card at tlw 
door. Entor tliu Red Room. Dress tlie same a* recognized 
by good society as suitable lor morning calls. Tlieae recep- 
tions afford an excellent opportunity to strangers at the Cap* 
ital to view Clie suits of parlors, state dining room, and con- 
aermnirieg, Tlie latter are open to the puljlic only on these 
occasions. After leaving the Bine Boom, pass into tlie Green 
md East Rooms. The corridor which leads from the East 
Boom extends to the conservatories on the W. end. The 
.Prcf^dent. during the winter, gives Hate diimerii, to which 
thbty-elx invitations at a time are issued, and comprise Sen.- 
Bt«i8 and Representatives, selected alpiiabetiodly. Their 
wives are also ineiitded. The President also invites promi- 
oent ofHcern of the Government in recognized order. 

On ATew Faor'sdoy the President TC«'\'iia\\\'0wsV«S6is-»»*i"^ 
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UintateB'in 



order: Hembera ol the Cabinet and Forei|i^ Hlnl , 
judges ol the Supreme Court ol the United States; SenatKWS 
and Repi-esenCntives id CoagroH; tbe Qoveruor ot the DIft- 
tiict of Columbia and suite; Judge.s of the coui-ts of the Dis- 
trict of Colimibia and of the United StatHS Coiu't of Olaims; 
officers of the army and navy ; AssUtant Secretaires ofdep&rt-' ' 
ments; Solicitor General; assodations and the public. 

Chief Justice and JuDOESof the Supremo Court.^— La- 
dies receive ou Monday. Beturu visits. First call must be 
made upon them. 

Speaker's n^ceptiona arc aniiouaced tii the newapapera. 

Generax of the Army.— Reception of lady, Mondaya. 
Expect the Hrst call. The General's receptions are by card, 
unless othcrwiseannouuced in the newspapers. 

ADuntAij OF THE Navt.— Same as lor General of the 
Army, except evening receptions always by card. 
. The Cabinet.— The ladies of Cabhiet Ministera usually 
/eceive on Wednesdays, at which time visitors in the city are 
at liberty to call, leave cards with and give names to the usher 
at the door. Evening receptions by card are given by Cabi- 
net Mini.stKTS. The ladies of the Cabinet return visits. The 
first c;ill must Iw made upon them. 

Senators and REPBESENTATiVEa.— Ladies receive on 
Thursday!". Calismnst be first made upon them. 

GOVERNOB OP THB DiSTMCT. — Afternoon receptions of 
ladies aauounced in the neurspapers. Open to all. Evening 
by card. First callmust be made. 

Diplomatic Corps. — Invitations are issued to all enter- 
tainments. Receive calls first. There are also diplomatic 
evenings for members ol the corps and families, and such 
others as the lady personally invites. 

RESiDENTe. — The ladies of tiiu families of residents at the 
capital not in official lUc, call first. Tiieir days at home are 
generally marked on their cards. 

Social precedence.— 1, The President; 2, the Chief 
Justice; 3, the Vice President; 4, the Speaker; 6. the Gea- 
firal ol the Army; G, the Admiral of the Navy; t, the Cabi- 
net, Secretary of State, Treasury, War, Navy, Postmaster 
General, Secrt'tary of the Interior, and Attorney General ; 8, 
Senators; 0, Associate Justices; 10, Representatives in Con- 
gress ; and, 11, Governor of the District. 

Beuarks-— Gi'ncral Jackson first inti-odiiced bad manners 



tion In the land, 'and the obaervance of the ^rmallties whldi 
are recogulssed in the surroundiuois of any Ameiican gentle- 
man's home should be acaorded to the home of the Pi-esident. 
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DiBTANCEB FEOM WaSHINOTON. 



OtplUls of SMtea or Torrilorlf 



AUAn,N.T 

Albaqoerqae, N.M 
Alsiuidib. Va..... 



FaTtOib«i>a.Ch.Nik,1387 

Tort Hitya, Kan IftZA 

Fort KUmath, Ore.^KUa 
FortLanmle, V,T.1ll0e 



CauoK CiTi, 9tr..,3H>0 



iiii(ihiDBti,Ohio.... d: 



a LDiia>.lIoD.T.?nHi 



DMaoiao. lov* 



FonBarthofd, D.T.Z1. 
FotCBllw,Tei.... 2$ 
Fart Bolae, Idaha..3e 



irjijiHdelphia, Pa.„. 
PilUihtirH. Pa ,__..„ 

PorJanrCOre 

PdavinaHoi, R. i 



I, Mlaa...... 



Kanaaa City, Ho. ..1134 

Limixa, Mich lii 

LaaTaDKorth, KHa.l2eo 
LiRuRuDI, Ark. ..1111 

Louiaiillo, Ky TJ» 

TiSt.oaon.Wli. -^ ml 

Memphis. Tann ai4 

ilahtBoKtiua. Ci 

MilWBUll 

Mobile. 



a, fill..... 



] 



San Juan Ib.. W. T.K 
S>HTi Fa. N. Hai..ZD 

SHVaDnah.Ga ■ 

'" --n«otB,Inii.T..13 

SpaiRaniU), 111 e 

Tallahibsm, Fia..... e 
TorEKA.Kan 13 



TuoaoN. Ar. T -.2<m 

Vancouver, W. T...3B70 
VirKinlaCity, H.T.KIT 



FoBEioN Distances, air-Line, from Wabhinoton, to 
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BuenoB Ayres 4>i7ii 


L,'™,n ■.:,;:::.:::■;:;: -Imu 


San JuM 1380 




at. i'etersliurg fOO 

Vera Crut ..IHO 

Vienna MU 
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Okpe Good Hopei^^lTaso 

OapeHom. «*« 

arnqnlaiK*. .Mio 


gicaraBUu.... L74i) 
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DtPTEBENOES OF TlUE. 

nAh ikowmg At iiuan Hmt ti tS pUeet m A0 ChiUd SUUet 
and Ii\iTeiffn Omniria, ii ken ii ii nuan noon at Wathington, 
D C. UnUe4 Statu of Av£cric9. 
• Stgnille* IbreDoon and f BltsTnoaii. Time compntsd from tb« ab- 

Mmtoriea of all pl«ee> nurlud (a.) 
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SECTION T. 

WASHrNGTON AND THE DISTRICT UP COLUMBIA, I 



WASnKGTON, 



SE tient of (joveiiimtiic of the United StaSl 
ot America Ill's bcii appropriately caUed "the 
Virgin Cipilol A tLiritury uiidtr tEie exclusive 
JuiiSidictionotConBTi '^liadi.iilvreceivedtlieaCteii 
tinnof tliekjin^li'tors of tbi. uin Eepiiblic, tDileed, 
_ , before tlic clamoi of v,at hail fihly Cf I'-i i oi the 
royal stanttuid ot England liad lelE its sliores i tn. pc- La- 
A)D of such a ti.rntorywa.4 an Impoi-taut featuri tii tlie de 
tpates upon the fmmhigof th C on'ititntimi in I it w j.'i pie 
dsely foiti-oi^t days aftei tl )i=t '■r of i it lintion that 
thPlel iilLitj of theAui T i 1 i =clem len 

actnicntof tbt viniwCii ^ I li ljiuIIiiI 

e&ndent SI iIpp loi.at< 1 on i 1 on f il 

road Potomac It i ii_ 1 I i h n\\a3hing- 

ton the only vir nt it^ foundation W4a 

Bimiiltaiieoiis ^v i |]|(rpi?rm^nentfonnof 



remment of II ncbionous it lacked le 

American Itwa i I li i ipiialoi the Republic It 



gore 



t1^oyeal■. I \ cntioii mere essentially 



lud Its growth audim_nificence 
progrew and taste f I li pi nple 
who conBtitiited the Government ol which it wj i bi" the 
political iiejd and eeiitie ind the permineat re-.ldKnee 

Ainoii„'tlit cap It d', if thi gn it nations ol modem times, 
m till" part piilii W i liii gton stiii != ilone St Petersburgi 
now til Heat of the impti j1 it-^idence of the Autocrat of all 
tlieKiiaoiin iCM. jit fthi iufrissi.3ot tbe Niviat the will 
ol thi. great pLter It «as long what its iomidei called it, a 
look-out upon Eiiropt bcfoii thi. ancient capital of the Czan, 
In the fertile Moskva I ft the ahelttrliv w ilK of the Krem- 
Un tor the bauks of the Nev^ Ver'tillle- tiic queen ot royal 
■" ' ' Mices, sprang from a tn oi ite hui\(.\ng, Vai?"- "A 'V.'saia. 
!. A ".""irehUkeliisBucce&90T".\-as'Ao\\e WN.'ii^i^ia'S.'wi 



Z QEOGKAPHICAL LOCATION. 

exliibitioii of extravagance such as this. The genius of Le 
Brun and Le Notre, and the expenditure of two hundred 
millions of dollars, did not make Versailles a capital. Its 
name and its associations are synonymous with the reckless- 
ness of a luxurious and dissolute court. Kome, the city of 
over twenty-six centuries, was government and capital , when 
Komulus, with his Ijandful of Latins on the westc"i'n slope of 
the Palatine ; Tatius, witli his Sabuies on the Capitoline and 
the Quirinal ; and tlie Etruscans on the Caelian and Esquiline, 
gathered around the forum, and laid tlie foundation of that 
•career of greatness and pow-er, which justly earned the proud 
title of Mistress of tlie World. But republican Kome rose 
on the ruins of the earlier kingdom of tlie Tarquins. Impe- 
rial Boine superseded the colossal fabric of the Republic of 
the Consuls, the Tribunes, and the Triumvirs. Pontifical 
Rome reared herself upon the crumbled throne of the Impe- 
rial CsDsars. The Rome of to-day, the capital of United 
Italy, therefore, may well be said to be the mother, while 
Washington is the maiden, of capitals. 

Geograpliical Ldcation. — ^Washington the Federal, or Capi- 
tal City of the United States of America, is situated on the 
left or eastern bank of the Potomac River, between the 
Anacostia, or Eastern Branch of the Potomac, and Rock 
Creek, 106 J m. (statute) above the mouth of the Potomac 
River, by ship channel, from abreast the red buoy off Point 
Lookout to Arsenal or Geenleaf's Point, and 185^ m. from 
the buoy IJ m. NE. of Cape Henry light, mouth of Chesa- 
peake Bay. The distance by air line to the mouth of the 
Potomac River is G9 m., and to the mouth of the Chesapeake 
Bay 143 m. The distance from the Capitol by air line to 
the sea-coast, just below Cape Henlopen, the nearest point, 
is 105 m. ; and to the Chesapeake Bay, available for vessels 
of war, Patuxent River, 53 m. ; Annapolis 38 J m., and 
Herring Bay 39 m. 

Tlie lalUude of Washington (capitol) is 38° 52^ 20^^ north, long- 
itude 76° 55' 30^' .54 west of Greenwich, and 79° 15' 41'' .69 
west of Paris, both ascertained in 1821, under authority of 
Congress, by William Lambert of Virginia. 

The siig of the city and the location of the public reservations, squares, Cap- 
itol and President's House, were selected by President Washington. The only 
direct reference to the location of the public buildings within the limits of the 
territory then accepted, was contained in a proviso in the amendatory act of 
Congress, approved March 30, 1791, requiring their erection on the Maryland 
side of the Potomac. When the city was located, the northern limit of the 
United States was lat. 46° N. and the southern 31° N., placing Washington but 
23 min. or geographicsd miles south of the centre along the Atlantic Coast. 
The centre is now in the vicinity of Newberne, North Carolina, or 233 miles S. 
:Jinother important coijsideration in those primitive days was the fact, that on 
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no part of the coast, within the bounds of the country, was there accessible to 
sea-going vessels a port situated so far inland. 

The distances from the National Capitol to the remote points within the vast 
domain now under the jurisdiction of the republic, indicate the wonderful ex- 
tension of area attained by conquest and purchase during the first century of 
growth, viz To the north-eastern boundary on New Brunswick. 750 miles ; 
Rouse's Point, northern boundary, 5^8 miles; Cape Flattery, tne extreme 
north-western boundary, on the Pacific Ocean, 4102 miles , Sitka, the capital 
of the Alaskan Possessions, 4535 miles ; to San Francisco, western boundary, 
on the Pacific Ocean, 3155 miles ; Key West, Florida, 1494 miles ; Brownsville, 
Texas, the Mexican frontier, 1946 miles. \^For table of distances from Wash- 
ington to the principal cities of the United States and the worlds see General 
[nforntation\ 

Area. — The plot of the city lies on the W. side of the 
tract, 64 sq. m., within the present borders of the District of 
Columbia, and is 14 m. in circumference. It covers 6,111 a., 
or a little over 9J sq. m. The avenues, streets, and spaces 
comprise 2,554 a. ; the Grovemment reservations, as origi- 
nally laid out, 541 a., and squares 3,016 a. The greatest 
length is from W. to S. of E. ; or from Rock Creek, between 
I and K sts. W., to the bank of the Anacostia, at 24th st. E., 
on B St. S., 4.57 m. The earlier plot is extended to 31st 
St. E. ; but the 7 additional streets and squares are subject 
to tidal inundation, and are generally excluded from the 
later maps. The greatest breadth of the city is W. of N., 
from Grcenleaf Pomt, at the foot of the Arsenal Grounds, to 
Boundary, at 11 St. W.,3.78 m. The mean width from E. 
to W. is over 4 m., and length 2J m. The city lies 4 m. 
along the Potomac and about 3i m. along the Anacostia. 

The following is a comparison of the geographical location, area and popula- 
tion of Washington with the leading capitals of Europe : Washington.— Lafc. 
38° 52' 20" N. On Potomac Tliver, io6J^ m. from its mouth. Area g% sq. m., 
and 14 lu. in circuit. Populplion, 1870, 100,199. London. — Lat. (St. Paul's), 
51° 30 48" N. On Thames River, 50 m. from its mouth. Area of old city i 
sq. m. With city and liberty of Westminster and 5 boroughs, 31,313 sq. m. 
Population, 1870, 3,215,000. Paris, — Lat. 48*^ 50' 12" N. On the Seine River, 
110 m from its mouth. Area 14 sq. m. Population, 1871, 1,050,000. Berlin. 
— Lat. 52° 30' i6" N. On Spree River. Area 6,800 a., ana 10 m. in circuit. 
Population, 820,000. St. Petersburg. — Lat. 59° 56' N. On the Neva River, 
near its mouth. Area 6 m. in length and 5 in width. Population. 667,000. 
Vienna. — Lat. 48° 12' N. On the Wein River, near the Danube. Circuit 15 
m. Population, 1872, 640,000. Rome.— Lat 41° 54' 06" N. On the Tiber 
River, 17 m. from its mouth. Circuit 12 m. Population, 1872, 247,497. 

Government. — The municipal form of 1801, with amend- 
ments at various times, continued for nearly three-quarters 
of a century. In 1871 it was superseded by the territorial 
form, which was abolished by Act of Congress, June 20, 
1874, and a government of three commissioners substituted. 
{See Oovernment, District of Columbia.) 

Finances. — {See District of Columbia.) 



Population.— Tlie(.ii|iui;i, irjii or lliecily. Iiy lieciidBi., 

ilM lljaiKlaliiiii, WEi-^ ISM, 3,J!0: 181(1. 8,208; 1820. 13,247; 
1S30, 18,826; 1840, 2^:iiA; 1S50, 40,001; I860, 61.132; 1870, 
109,199. In 1870, white, 73,731 ; colored, 35,455 ; Indiiin. l.'i. 
Born in the District of Columbiu, 42,6i)4 ; ill other Slates, 
53,748; in foreign ooijntriea. 13,757, viz: Ireland, 6,948; 
Germany, 4,133 ; EtiBland. 1,235; Scutlund, 299; BHiii'h 
America, 239 J Italj.175; SwiUcrUml. 146; allorher fortizii 
countries, 582. 

Hiaoellaneons Statistic B.—Fii>^i', 12 in pnpuliition ; families 
31,343; pereous to a family, .1.12; ilwt'lliii^.'s. No., 10,.'i4.i; 
peraoiiBloeacli. 6.51J. Pei-toiia in i-acli (.'iatisol rn'onpalioiis 
41,188 : ngi-icolHire, 284 ; ju'i-soual and [ji'ofi'Ssioiiiil services. 
'iS,109T male, 15,.-)0li ; lumale, 10,313; rmdeand Ininsporl- 
ilicii), 5,206; laiiiLiiractiirts. m^'cliaiiieal, am! mining iudus- 
-i-|(-?, 1),4!)9. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 



The Federal Territory, or District of Columbiii, 

ated on the left or E. hank of the Potomac Kivor, at tha 
confluence of tiie Anacoatia or Eosteru Branch of that 



Bonadaries. — The District of Columbia comprises 
[ square miles. It lies entirely within the Stitte of Maryli 

and is boundeii on the north by Montgomery county, on 
' the east and south by Prince George county, and west by 
. the Potomac River, 
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6 GOVERNMENT. 

Ellicott, " Geographer General," then ascertained the precise location r 
Jones' Point, as dsfined by the President's prociaination, whereupon the Mas- 
ter of the Lodge auJ Dr. Stewart, aided by the craft, planted the inittai 9r 
corner stone of the Federal Territory, in accordance with the impressive rites 
of Masonry. The Rev. James Muir delivered an address. After parcaking of 
refreshments the procession returned to the city, and dosed the ceremonies of 
the day with a banquet and appropriate toasts and speeches. From this initial 
stone Mr. Ellicott, during the ensuing year, laid down the lines ot boundary as 
directed by the President's proclamation. The first at an angle of 45° W, of 
N.. a distance of lo m., into the .State of Virginia ; the second ^^o starting at 
the initial point, at a right angle with the first, or N, E., across the Potomac, 
10 m., into the State of Maryland, and the remaining two lines from the ter- 
mini of the first two and at right angles with them, respectively, N. E, and 
N. W., until they met each other in a point. The original Territory, it will be 
.•een,. stood diagonally, each angle facing one of the cardinal points of the com- 
pass. The N. pointy as originally laid out, is ^ m. due W. of Silver Spring, 
vld ; the E. point 2^^ m. S, of E. of Benning's Bridge, on the Anacostia; the 
5. or initial point at the N. cape of Hunting Creek, called Jones* Point ; and 
the IV. point near the source of Four-mile Run, in Virginia. The centre of the 
original Territory is marked by a gray free-stone, about 100 yds. W. of the 
Washington Monument, and on a line almost due S. from the President's 
House, at a distance of about J4 ni. 

The lines were marked by square mile stones, with appropriate inscriptions 
on the side facing the territory, "Jurisdiction of the United States ;" 
facing the State, " Virginia," or " Maryland," according to location; facing 
the North '• 1792," the year in which planted ; and facine the South, the po- 
sition of the Magnetic Needle. Many of these stones are doubtless still standing, 
but'lost sight of amid the accumulations of decayed vegetation. It has been 
wisely suggested that the Government should define the lines of the Federal 
Territory of this now mighty Republic by tablets, columns and other mark:*, 
worthy and commemorative of its greatness. Shortly after the District was laid 
out this was seriously considered. It was proposed to build a great Fort at 
Jones' Point, on the site of the initial corner-stpne of the Federal Territory, at 
the same time to constitute one of the defenses of the river approach to the 
Capital from the Sea. and to be called Fort Columbia. It was actually com- 
menced, but was soon afterwards abandoned. 

In 1846 all that portion of the District, consisting of about 36 sq. m., which 
lay on the W bank of the Potomac, in Virginia, was retroceded to that State, 
which reduced the area to 64 sq. m., its present extent. Since the retrocession, 
the short-sighted policy of that act has been demons rated. The question of re- 
storing the Territory to its first limits is being agitated. In the absence of ab- 
solute jurisdiction on both sides of the river, it is manifest that there must be 
interminable conflicts of interest and authority; the more so as the Capital in- 
creases in population, wealth and magnificence. The schemes of improvement 
of the Potomac in front of Washington and Georgetown also demand the 
possession of the Virginia shore. 

Political Divisions. — The District is divided into tlie cities 
of Washington and Georgetown and the Comity of Wash- 
ington. 

Government. — The Congress of the United States, in Nov., 
1800, assemhled for the first time in the City of Washing- 
ton. The jurisdiction of the United Stares over the Dis- 
trict vested on the first Monday of Dec, 1800. It wa.s not, 
however, till Feb. 27, 1801, that Congress assumed direct and 
exclusive jurisdiction— all afi'airs of the District being first 
referred to a Committee for the District of Columbia for con- 
sideration and report. 



b GOVERNMENT. 

The act of Congress approved February 21, 1871, created 
all that part of the territory of the United States included 
within the limits of the District of Cohimbia, into a govern- 
ment, by the name of the District of Columbia ; the execu- 
tive power to be vested in a Governor^ to be nominated by 
the President and confirmed by the Senate, and to hold office 
for four years ; and the legislative power in a Legislative As~ 
semhly^ composed of a Council of 11 members, nominated by 
the President and confirmed by the Senate, to hold office two 
years, and a House of Delegates of 22 members, elected by 
the jx'Ople, and to meet annually. There was a Board of 
Public Works for improvements, a Board of Healthy charged 
witli the sanitary care of the District, and a Delegate in Von- 
gress. 

On January 22, 1872, a memorial was presented to Con- 
gress, declaring that the Board of Public Works had usurped 
authority in making improvements, and was submitted on 
February 6, 1872, setting forth a great increase of the debt of 
the District of Columbia, and asking that this be prevented. 
An investigation was ordered. This committee made two 
reports. The majority admitted that mistakes had been 
made, but not for (corrupt purposes. The minoritj'^ declared 
that the grievances complained of were sustained. Two years 
later another appeal was made to Congress. A joint resolu- 
tion, passed by the House of Representatives February 2, and 
Senate February 11, 1874, created a Joint Select Committee, of 
three Senators and five Representatives, to inquire into the 
affairs of the District of Columbia. The principal charges of 
the memorialists, headed by VV. W. Corcoran, were that un- 
lawful contracts had been made for public improvements in 
the District of Columbia ; that unlawful assessments of taxes 
had been levied ; that false measurements had been made ; 
and that the debt had been unnecessarily increased. 

The committee, after an investigation consuming over three 
months, unanimously arrived at the conclusion that the then 
existing form of government of the District of Columbia was 
a failure; that it was too cumbrous and expensive; that it 
was wanting in sutiicient safeguards against maladministra- 
tion and the creation of indebtedness. The act of June 20, 
1874, based upon the i-ocommendations of the committee, 
abolislicd the territorial form, alone retaining the Board of 
Health, and provided a provisional government of three Com- 
missioners until a permanent one was devised bj'^ Congress. 
This is now being done. 

A notorious act, growing out of the troubles between the 
memorialists and the government of the District of Columbia, 
led ^oaooi:hejr investigation, on a joint resolution of Congress, 



POPUHTION. 



Jb^T, 1874. to iuqiiin' H-h"tlii'i- iiny officers In the empl<9^ 
mentof the United sinti ■.mot ilir i)i=trictof Columbia were 

liiji'y (iiilifiaf or liiiidertheiuvestigatious 
■PS intii 111" ;Lil"ai[-s ot Hie District, and par- 




eneasetl 
orocred I 



District of ColumbJA. Tlie committee reported that they 
were BatisUeii that one oC ttie objects of the burglary was to 
falsely implicate certain indlvirtuala among tlie memorialist, 
but were imftble lo determine who were the cons|)ir)itors. 
and tlirecteii that the evidence be turned over lo tlie Si'cre- 
taryof tbeTivasiiry and Attorney Generalfor their iiifnrmii- 
' ' I. Ciiiiiiiml pi'osecntionB were ordered. Upnn ii fl-ial of 
cjLsetbe jm-yfuiled tn agree, ar.il tile government i-iitered 
n nolle pros. 

Tilt' jiiiliciikl uoin'taoC the District are subject to the legisla- 
tive action of CimgresH only. 

Tlie ealarUs of all officers appointed by the President are 
paid by tlioU. S. ; all others by the District. 'I'henewDiatriet 
government wentinto operation June 1, 1871. 

Finances, estimated upon tlie tas levy for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1S74; 

Assessed valuation of real estate in Ih' l>i-!ii-i ■f i lauin- 
bia.e0f!.433.072,viz:WaBhinKton,8S(i-': ' wii, 

W,272,010; Coimty of Washington. .*;i ■ . i umI 

valuation. 4200.000,000. Rev nil.' : i.,>.-. -, .- ~ - . >■ in-;-, 
other soil rees, ftiOO.OOO; total. $iMS.'2:y^'.i-j. i;,iK. i.x \.ii.on 
$100.91.50 

Tlie act of Coogress of 1874. nbolisiting tne tflrritoriiVl j(ov- 
ernment established in 1S71, nlso crnbiTieed provisions toi" a 
Ifaoroush CKuminatlon of tlie fliiaricial condition of the Dis- 
trict of Colimibia and accounts of the Bonvd of Pnblic Works. 
Thlsw k has be ref lly p -f -m 1 by Board of Audit 

and reported to C 

7h b i 1 r/ ff t \ 1 18 3 va« as follows : 

Di t f 1 I f' 1 ■ation of Wa^ii- 

11 to rgctO«ni, 4-252,- 

310 iimtt the iimuiiut uf 

d 1 t to «10.000,000. 

P pul t — II p i I 1 District, InoludvesC 

laie C HI t f Al X. d p t 1840 d exclusive after, 
anri K each d cad 1 it oc p t by the Government, 
was, laOO 14 093 1810 34,02^ l<t20 33 039; 1S30, 39,834; 
1840,43,713, 18 51 6b7 1860 75 080 IS 0,131,700. 

Clsssilfed, 1870: White, 83,278 ; colored. '^a.'lft^^^^^TO.•«fe, 
S ; Indian, 15 ; male, G-2,192 ; l.'ma\e, ttft J*R-, uwxVj'aOA.a.vW.- 
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10 INDUSTRY AND WEALTH. 

foreign born, 16,254 ; native of District of Colombia, 52,340 ; 
of other States, 63,106. Of foreign countries, 16,254, viz : 
Ireland, 8,218 ; Gk?rmany, 4,920 ; England, 1,422 ; Scotland, 
352; Britlsii America, 290; France, 231; Italy, 182; all 
other foreign countries, 639. 

By cinl divisions, 1870 : Washington, 109,199 ; George- 
town, 11,384; county, 11,117. 

Slave population : 1800, 3,244 ; 1810, 5,395 ; 1820, 6,377 ; 
1830, 6,119; 1840, 4,694; 1850, 3,687; 1860, 3,185; 1370, 
none. 

Total, exclusive of Alexandria County : 1800, 8,144 ; 1810, 
15,471 ; 1820, 23,336 ; 1830, 30,261 ; and 1840, 33,745 ; subse- 
quently, as above. 

The increase to 131,700 during the decade ending in 1870 
indicates an unusually rapid growth. Tliis will be further 
promoted, as the disposition already manifested by citizens of 
means in all parts of the country to make the National Capi- 
tal a place of winter resort increases. 

MisceDaneons Statistics, 1870.— Area, 64 sq. m. ; persons to 
a sq. m., 2,057.81. Families, 25,276; persons to a family, 
5.21. Dwellings, 23,308 ; persons to a dwelling 5.65. Per- 
sons in each class of occupations : Agricultiu'c, 1,365 ; male, 
1,350 ; female, 15. Professional and personal services, 29,845 ; 
male, 17,927; female, 11,918. Trade and transportation, 
6,126; male, 5.852 ; female, 274. Man nfacture, mechanical, 
and mining, 11,705; male, 10,071; female, 1,634. Other 
statistical information will be found under appropriate heads. 

Yital Statistics.-The District is situated in one of the health- 
iest regions in the country. Notwithstanding the large num- 
ber of sti*angers constantly arriving in the city and the 
irregular habits of a large proportion, the a\^erage death-rate 
compares favorably witli other sections. The census of 1870 
shows the following results : Oregon, 1 death to 146 popula- 
tion, the most favorable; Minnesota, 1 to 124; New Hamp- 
shire, 1 to 74 ; Pennsylvania, 1 to 66 ; District of Columbia, 1 
to 65 ; California, 1 to 62 ; Missouri, 1 to 61 ; Massachusetts, 1 
to 56 ; Lonisiana, 1 to 50. The percentage of deaths to pop- 
ulation in the District is 1.53. The aggregate number of 
deaths in 1870 was 2,015 : males, 1,065 ; females, 950 ; ag- 
gregate population, 131,700. Of tlie deaths, 929 died under 
the age of 5 yeai*s. The principal diseases are pulmonary 
and fevers, in particular localities. The fevers are generaUy 
intermitting and bilious. 
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Industry and Wealth, 1870 — ^Valuation of Property, $74,- 
271,693; assessed real, $71,437,468; personal, $2,834,225. 
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True value, real and personal, $126,873,618. This is exclo- 
sive of the property of tlie General Government. Taxatiotj, 
not national, total $1,681,569 ; countv, $49,975 ; city, $1,531,- 
594 ; 1860, total $260,218 ; 1870, public debt, not national, 
^2,596,545. Agilculture: Acres improved, 8,266; woodland, 
2,428 ; other unimproved, 983 ; value of farms, $3,800,230 ; 
implements, <fec. $39,450 ; value of productions, betterments, 
and additions to stock, $319,517. In 1860 theVe were 17,474 
acres improved and 16,789 unimproved, with a value of but 
$2,989,267. 3klanufactures : Establishments, 952 ; capital, 
$5,021,925; products, $9,292,173. In 1860 there were but 
429 establishments, with capital $2,905,865, and products 
$5,412,102. No mining or established fisheries. 

Agriculture. — The cereals and other crops of the N. belt 
of the N. temperate zone are cultivated witli success in the 
District of Columbia. Fruits and vegetables in great variety 
are also grown. The markets of the capital arc abundantly 
supplied irom the vicinity, and rank with, if they do not ex- 
<iel, the finest in other parts of the United States. 

Topography. — ^The District of Columbia presents a pleasing 
vai'ietyof landscape. On the shores of the Potomac, towards 
the NW., the outlying spurs of the Blue Ridge range of the 
Appalachian chain approach the city, and form tlie wild and 
romantic scenery of rugged rocky hills and deep valleys along 
the Potomac at the Little and Great Falls. The remainder 
of the District consists of sweeping and graceful undulations. 
The Potomac, from the NW., and the Anacostia, from the 
NE., unite their currents about the centre of tlie ori^nal 
bounds of the District, from which point the main river flows 
in a southerly direction, until it passes the line. A number 
of smaller streams, including Rock and Tiber Creeks, which 
water all parts of the District, find their outlets into the Po- 
tomac or Anacostia. 

Geology. — The soil of the District bordering the Potomac 
is alluvial, formed by the ricli deposits of the river, brought 
down from the mountains. The elevated lands consist almost 
exclusively of yellow clay, interspersed with sand and gravel. 
Occasionally a mixture of loam and clay is met with. Rock 
•Creek divides the primitive from the alluWal soil. Above 
Rock Creek the shores of the Potomac are lined with primi- 
tive rocks. Shortly after leaving the District the red sand- 
stone appears. In some parts the stone frequently contains 
leaves of trees and ligneous fragments. A species of gneiss, 
<K)mposed of feldspar, quartz, and mica, is also abundant, and 
<JOiistitutes the underlying rock of the entire District. 
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jy.— Ttu' iiiiiieralogy of the District is thus stated 
by Ml'. t:oI, ill-nil, in lu> Catalogiie: 

Flint. i<[j tln' -]\i^r>-^ of the Eaisterii Branch o( the Poto- 
miio, liiMi- 111'' N;ivy Y:int, in ainall nodules. 

HORNiaSTON'n, cmihiining organic remains. 

AOATIZBB Wood, woodstone, three miles north 6'om Wash- 
ington, sometimes invested with minute cry^^talfi of quartz, 
fine spedniens. and abundant. 

SCHOitii, in Georgetown, in gneiss. 

Lignite iind Pyeitical Fossil Wood, found abund- 
antly in digging wells. 

Ibok Ore, hi the vicinity of the woodstone locality, in de- 
tached masses, on the surface. Organic remains in suudstone 
abundaiit. 

Botany. — A list of the plants indigenous to the District of 
Columbia, pi'epared by J. A, Brereton, in 1832, from thema- 
terial collected under the auspiees of the Washington Botan- 
ical Society, and entitled Flnruln. Co'iimhinmi, pre.=entH 39 
dasseaand288vaHetics, folloivuiirdic lJiiu;can classification. 
Of the more familiar variciii-- [nimil ;in' ih.' iink. (.several va- 
rieties,) button-wood, ivdm;i]il". -;i—;i[r:r-, mUIi.'i-, mountalu 
ash, linden, oatalpa, locust, i'hr'sui;i|., nili|i, hmi'liuiuid, pen- 
nyroyal, dogwood, bliic-cycd grass, vioiec, wild honeyauulde, 
fos ff^pe, Indian tobacco, mullien, wild sweet potato, night- 
shade, (diickweeil, toiicli-me-not, dog's bane, spider wort, elder, 
sumac, calamus, snpprblily, hellebore, free primrose, ground 
laurel, laurel, whortleberry, wild indigo, wild pmk, cockle, 
poke, strawlierry, dewberry, blackberry, sweet brier, May 
apple, columbine, ground ivy, motherwort, catnip, ti-umpet 
creeper, water-cress, wild pepper-gras?, passion flower, crow- 
foot geranium, soakeroot, pea vine, wild potato vine, dande- 
lion, tliistle, wild lettuce, eunltowcr, ladies' slipper, sedge, 
netOe, burdock, bog weed, Indian turnip, cucumber, 

Zoolo^i — The animalsnative to Ibc region embraced ivlthln 
andcontiguous to the District of Columbia in primitive times 
resorted to this ricinity in larjre numbers to feed upon the rich 
pastures found upon the alluvial banks of the Potomac. 
Among these were several varieties of deer. There were also 
panther, blaclc bear, wild cat, wolves, red and gray foxes, 
rabbits, Iwaver, raccoon, opossum, squirrels, (several varieties,) 
field mice. The lamer species are exterminated. The num- 
ber ol spedes of all Kinds Is stated at 42. 

Ornithology.— The feathered kingdom is well represent- 
ed. Jefferson, in his Notes on Vii^nia, speaks of IQQ ■»t«*c- 
eties of birds, most of which. duubtVea* sv^tft \<3\a\ft.'ffiv'&iBi 
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District. The wild turkey was found in great numbers^ 
The canvas-back duck, which in early days resorted to th« 
vicinity of Analostan Island, is j'^et met with in the estu- 
aries of tlie streams below the city; also the wild goose, 
swan, mallard, blue-winged teal, widgeon, and other spe- 
cies. In the swamps are found snipe, rail, blackbirds, 
and reed-birds. The country generally abounds in quail. 
The hunting of feathered gume is restricted by law. The 
autumn months generally constitute the season. The car- 
dinal grosbeak, mocking-bird, sparrow, linnet, yellow-bird, 
thrush, sand-piper, king-fisher, and heron are also met with. 
The number of species of all kinds is stated at 236. 

Ichthyology — The Potomac, within the District, is stocked 
with fish in great numbers, some of which are of the finest 
varieties. Those best known are the sturgeon, (weight from 
40 to 150 lbs.,) rock fish, (from 1 to 7^ lbs..) shad, bass, gar, 
eel, (three varieties,) carp, herring, pike, perch, (four varie- 
ties,) catfish, mullet, (three varieties,) and smelt. The shad 
of the Potomac are of excellent quality. In the season they 
ai*e very abundant, and may be seen caught on the Virginia 
shore opposite the city; also large quantities of herring are 
<5aught below the city. The laws of Maryland, as early as 
1768, provided for the protection of the fish. Subsequent 
acts placed a heavy penalty upon the destruction of young 
fish by weirs and dams, and to prevent beating with cords or 
poles at certain seasons of the year. A spodes of shark also 
ascends to the city. 

Herpetology. — There are about 50 species of reptiles. Of 
turtles and lizards there are several varieties. There are 
about 20 species of serpents, including the rattle, copperhead, 
black, garter, water, green snakes, and vipers. 

Climate. — ^The climate of the District of Columbia is gen- 
erally salubrious, though subject to sudden changes, particu - 
larly in spring The means for a series of years, compiled 
at* the office of the Chief Signal Officer (Reports for the 
benefit of commerce), indicate these general conditions of the 
atmosphere: Mean temperature, minimum, 7° to 9° Fah- 
renheit, maximum, 95° to 102°.5; mean Barometer, min., 
29.08 to 29.35 inches, max., 30.63 to 30.82; Rain Fall, max., 
5.8 inches to 7.8 in. ; Prevailing winds, northwest. The 
hottest months are July and August, and the coldest De- 
cember and February. Sleighing is rare. In summer storms, 
attended with excessive lightning and thunder, are frequent. 
In the winter of 1874-5 navigation on the Potomac was 
entirely suspended for several weeks on accountof the ice. 
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SECTION II. 

DESCRIPTION OP THE CITY. 



AVENUES, SQUARES, STATUES, &o. 

ft HERE are throe points within the city from which 

"liic! fliieet viiiws of Washhigtari may be obtained: 

■ The Dome nf the Capitol. 2(1. Tlie West Poi^ 

of Um. C!U.1|..I. r.-:i.'lii"l thmn-li ihc- cfittral hull 

if thl( I.iljviirvof llir- rililcl M:H,... f,.]. '['h.' Iii,!;hpr 

Stltlltiou. Oiitsiili' HI \\ir i-iry Ih.' \tr~i pHJui-- ■![-.■ I'riiETi l.ho 
tower of the Giiivniiinni Hi-i.ii.il :'■>! >\:f lu-uni'. Iicyomi 
thu Aiiacostla, :iiul ',h<- pinTi.-c, of ArliuiidiiL IIoiko, Ivyond 
the Potoman. The stnLii;.'iT -lioiiM uiir f^iil ro t-ake advan- 

taj^ of at least one of tln-ii' i.|j!i'ir; ii -j. iiud all would 

amply repay him. Witli ihi' :ijil hi iIjI, Uand-book and 
map he will thus be able to fui-ui a (lerfitt idea of the city 
and the location of the principal public buililiugs. l 

Topogmphy.— The site of Washington covers an imdiilat- 
iHgtract, which liesaloiigtiic left orE. bank of the Potomac I 
Rtver, between Bock Creek and the Anacostia. From the 
itigged. elevations on the banks of Rock Creek a cre.8cent- 
staaped ridjte crossea the northern portions of the city. About 
two thlrdg Its length it suddenly parts, to allow the fitful cur- 
rent of the Tiber through. From tiiat point it rises and 
spreads out into the expanaive plateau of Capitol Hill, which 
overlooks the Anacostla on the E. Within this encircling 
ridge tlie siu^ce falls away In terraces and gentle slopes to 
the baiiks of the Potomac. In diflFerent parts of the city are 
eminences which afl'ord commanding situations for the public 
balldings. 

Prom the lower falls of the Potomacttt Georgetown, where 
the outlying spurs of the Blue Bidge Mountains give the face 
ot nature a somewhat nigged appearance, a uhain of tow, 
wooded hlllB range on the Ji., and continuing on the op- 
posite shores of the Anacostia and Potomac, mer^e again in 
the hlils on the Virgtnia side. These give the aiipcnraiice of 
I _jmBt ampltheiitre, In the centre of which Etauds tiie city. n 

^^^^Gbe mean altitude of tlie city le about 4K ^. ^^ni£ ^d\«ja^J 
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dinaiy low tide in the. Potomac opposite. The more impor- 
tant elevations, accordin^i: to levels taker by Brev. Lieut. Col. 
George W. IIu<?hes, Corps of Topographical Eagiaeers, in 
1850, are as follows : 

Foundation of St. John's Church, lOl. comer of leth 
and II sts. NW., opposite Lafayette Square and the Presi- 
dent's House, Go. 50 ft. 

Corner of I and 19th sts. NW., 82.10 ft. 

East base of Capitol, 89.50 ft. 

Base of Naval Observatory, 96.20 ft. 

Corner of N and 11th sts. NW., (highest point in the city,) 
103.70 ft. 

The soil upon which the city is built is generally a yellow- 
ish clay, mixed with gi-avel. In digging wells near New Jer- 
sey av. trees well preserved were found at a depth of from 6 
to 48 ft. At one point a stratum of black mud was discx)v- 
ered at a depth of 18 ft. 

The Tiber — so named more than a century before Wash- 
ington was founded, in the belief, it is said, that some day 
upon its banks would rise a capital greater than Rome, like 
its historic and larger namesake — runs through the city, di- 
viding it into two parts. Its fountain streams rise in the 
hills to the N., and enter the city in several branches, the 
principal one in the vicinity of 1st st. W. ; it then pursues a 
SE. and S. course, till it crosses Massachusetts av., when it 
winds oft* to the SW. around the NW. base of Capitol Hill 
and across Pennsylvania av. and the Botanical Garden. 
Originally its course continued along the >Lill and emptied 
into the Potomac immediately W. of the Washington Mon- 
ument. Subsequently it was diverted into the Washington 
Canal at 3d st. W., which followed the line of B st. N. along 
the N. borders of the Mall. The lilling of the canal led to 
further changes. The Tiber and its tributaries have since 
,been utilized by diverting them into the sewerage system of 
the central and southern portions of the city; hence, although 
the stream travei*ses one of the most populous sections, its 
course is not traceable, the current flowing beneath heavy 
brick arches, upon which buildings have been erected and 
avenues, streets, and parks laid out. In primitive days the 
banks of the Tiber were lined with forests, and shad and her- 
ring in their season were caught in its waters, under the very 
shadow of the hiU where the Capitol now stands. 

Plan of the Oity. — ^The plan of Washington was prepared 
in 1791 by Peter Charles L'Enfant, a French engineer of 
noticeable genius but eccentric habits, who had served in the 
Continental Army with sufficient distinction to attract the 
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attention of Washington. In the work he was ffieatly as- 
sisted by the advice of Thomas Jefferson, who, when diplo- 
matic representative of the United States at foreign courts, 
had, with an intuitive vision of the wants of the future, stud- 
ied the plans of tiie cities of Europe visited by him, and was 
competent and prepared, with the aid of plans and his per- 
sonal knowledge of their details, to contribute an invaluable 
amount of information on this important subject. The plaD 
adopted combines the artistic beauty and grace of Versailles 
and the practical advantages of Babylon, revived by William 
Penu in Philadelphia. In the conception of the plan, the 
predominating object was to secure positions for the different 
public edifices ; also squares and areas of different shapes, 
which would afford fine prospects. The avenues were in- 
tended to connect the most distant parts with certain princi- 
pal central points, to insure a reciprocity of views. Lines N". 
and S., intersected by others running E. and W., were to 
divide the city into streets and square^ These lines were to 
be so combined as to intersect at certain given points another 
set of divergent avenues, so as to form on the open spaces. 
Everj*^ grand transverse avenue and every principal divergent 
one, such m from the Capitol to the President's House, was 
to be 160 ft. wide, laid out with 10 ft. sidewalks and 30 ft. of 
gravel-walk, planted with trees on either side, and 80 ft. of 
carriageway in the centre. The other avenues and streets 
leading to public buildings or markets were to be 130 ft. wide, 
and others 110 and 90 fti. 

I'he site /or the Capitoi was aetermiaed upon as the initial point in execu- 
tion of this plan. That important question having been decided, Mr. Ellicott 
drew a true meridian line by celestial observation, which passed through the 
area intended for the Capitol. This he crossed by another, a due E. and W. 
line, which passed through the same area. These lines were accurately 
measured, and formed the basis on which the whole plan was executed. AU 
these lines were run by a transit instrument, and the acute angles were deter- 
mined by actual measurement, leaving nothing to the uncertainty of the com- 
pass. The avenues and streets were then laid down. 

The ideas of the projectors not only contemplafrl a Federal City capable of 
great expansion, but also took in its creditable embellishment. Although the 
want of means and the general apathy of the government and people allowed 
these suggestions to pass unrecognized, it is interesting to observe that the dis- 
graceful and neglected condition of the Capital of the United States for neariy 
three quarters of a century was not owing to any imperfections in the original 
plan. Directly S. of the President's House, in the triangular space between 
the Mall and the Potomac and the mouth of the Tiber, where the unfinished 
Obelisk to the memory of Washington stands, was located the site for the 
Equestrian Statue of Washington^ voted by the Continental Congress in 1783. 
On E. Capitol St., between nth and i^th sts. E., and about the centre of the 
high plateau between the Capitol and the Anacostia, where four avenues inter- 
sect, was laid out a spacious square, in which was to be erected an Historic 
Column, to be used also as a Mile or Itinerary Column^ from which it was in- 
tended to calculate the distances to all places within the United States and on 
the continent. This column would hav^ answered the purpose of the cele- 
brated Niphon-Bass or Bridge of Japan, at Yedo, This bridge is considered 



inpirc. Frrim ii ihc Toca-do elands lo all paru of itw 
ihcfim ,i«ortUN»V)r,Bnd"lU5Mnd a ready monu- 

' The edifice wu ED be assigned Id Ihe Iprclal uir c? no 
monurnenul DT Dihcr Inbules of airaidul cnuniry vslcd 
"^^'": "' mighl be decreed g plpcc there by the voice af 

^rth'and' SoLith^ta'r^a avsrone "o^Maryland 
II of K and iilhsts. N. E.: mc .-n Ih^ interaeciion of fcno- 
,a av!., near the prMenl sile of ihe Ccnlre Markd : one 
ht Inlettwdon of r 51.. hcI»^on .ithanU i:.h sts,, N. W.: 
; of Pennsylvania ay. , al the mtersecliDn of I Jt., bcl»cui 
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'FedinlHottsc.'^'VA»«a/7™°™fo™ apand avenue, (ooTi. wide and 
.hcHjt I m, inlenelh» bordered wilh gardens, to lead 10 the Equestrian Status 
.r Waihinilon, or wbere the Monument now slauds, and in cooKcl the " Con. 
mi Garden with tbe Presldenl'i Park," On E. Capitol <t., which wai to be 
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Origin of the Plan.— The re^omblanee between the pUna 
of L'Enfant (or Washington and L'Notre for Vereaillea will 
be apparent to any one who has vUitfid the capital of the 
Western Republic and the magniUcent royal residence of 
the kiogis of France. The grana avenues de Sceaux and de 
ht. C!'>nd, diverging tifm the Cour Boyale, are reproduced 
in Pennsylvnnia and Maivland ave., radiating from the E. 
front of tlie Capitol; E. Capitol st. is Ihe Avenue de Paris; 
the Bonlevani du Eoi and the Allfc dii Potager in N. and 
8. Capitol Bts. ; and the Allies de la E«lne, de Nolay, des 
Paons, and de la Reine, which diverge from the E. e-"~-"- 
Uy (rf the Grand Canal, near the Baan d'Apollon, v 
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omission of AU^ de la Reine to the SW., respectively, in 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and New York avs. W. of the 
President's House. The missing avenue in the plan of 
Washino:ton. the continuation of Vermont av., would have 
completed tlie resemblance, but for the interference of na- 
ture : the Potomac and the mouth of the Tiber standing 
in the way of the extension SW. of the President's House. 
Other striking features of the design of Versailles are obseiT- 
able. Washington, however, having in view the practical as 
well as tlie beautiful, miglit be said to combine the plans of 
two cities. The streets running at right angles have a regard 
for the facilities of business. While over these, with an eye 
to beautiful prospects and the advantageous display of the 
centres of attraction, at long ranges are laid the broad ave- 
nues, carrefoiirs^ allies, and lawns of the imperial retreat at 
Versailles. 

Though the city was originally laid out on a scale adequate to the necessitieb 
of a metropolis of more than half a million inhabitants, and with the proper 
regard for the adornment of the Capital of a great people in the future, the 
crude ideas entertained by subsequent statesmen respecting the political status 
of the Federal Territory and city were adverse to any expenditure othfer than 
to establish there a simple place of meeting for the representatives of the States 
— a sort of central agency, where the President and Executive officers might be 
stationed, and where Congress might come once a year or oftener, as the exi- 
gencies of the times required, to transact the business intrusted to them by the 
Constitution — mainly to pass laws, appropriate money, levy taxes, declare 
war, ratify treaties, and confirm nominations. This class, then in the ascend- 
ency, found it impossible, or were unwilling, to see anything national in the 
foundation of a Federal Capital, and consequently opposed every measure 
looking beyond the mere provision of accommodations for the public offices. 
To build a capital in every sense symbolic and worthy of the Union was en- 
tirely foreign to their interpretation of the meaning of that portion of the Con- 
stitution which gave Congress the powor to accept and exercise exclusive juris- 
diction over a Territory to be solely devoted to the uses of the nation for the 
purposes of the Government. These notions, it would seem, were a revival of 
a practice in Germany centuries ago. On the left bank of the Rhine, imme- 
diately below the ancient village of Rhense, on the very brink of the stream, 
. and apart from the habitations of men, is still to be seen the famous though 
rude rostrum or temple known as the Koenigsstuhl. It consists of stone seats, 
within a small circular wall, and overhead entirely open to the air. Here, in 
the earlier ages, the German electors assembled to deliberate upon the affairs 
of the empire, to perform acts for the common good, to make treaties, and to 
nominate or depose the emperoj-s. Washington, by the class alluded to, was 
viewed in the light of the Koenigsstuhl of the United States. More mature 
thought, however, at last brought the people to look upon their capital as the 
political metropolis of the United States. This enlightened view is recent, 
dating no further back than 1861. It was not till 1870 that the march of much- 
needed improvement commenced. With this new state of affairs the Capital is 
annually becoming more worthy of the greatness of the Republic of over fifty 
millic'ns of people. 

Beservations. — ^In the plan of the city a liberal allowance 
of space was selected and marked out in the most desirable 
localities tor the sites of public bMi\dVnga,pa.tVa.» «LwdioT other 
purposes of the Govern meiit . These grouYvOls vfe.v^ eaiW^^V tq^ 



•rvatioDB, and were numbered limii 1 to IT, with un 
^gregate area of 541 acres, 1 rood. 29 perches, fo; which 
Ihe ^vernmeiit paid $66,663 per ncre, total $36,099, from 
money arising out of the Kile of uity lots granted by the 




Hgt nal proprielors. These reBervations were selected by 
'uMident WaBhiiiglon for public purposes. Those stillpoa- 
eseed by the Government— several having been sold or 
noted iiwny since, leaving 513 liures — ure i.' eavivvjiKifi. ss^ 
neinn|>s by ihoir originiit uumbcT*, \>\\V litt ■^v^'"-'^'* 
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called after the principal buildings situated on them, or 
from the uses to whiih assigned, as follows: 

No. I. Thb President's Grounds extend from H st. N. to Bst. N., and 
from 15th to 17th sts. W., with the excepiion of a square in the NE. and 
NW. angles. On these grounds are the President's House, conservatories, 
and stables, flanked on the E. bv the Treasury Department, and on the W. 
by the State, War. and Navy Departments. Total area, 83 a. x r. 32 p. 

No. 2. The Capitol Grounds and Mall extend from ist st. E. to the pro- 
longation of 15th St. W., and between B sts. N. and S. On these grounds 
are the Capitol, Botanical Garden, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Ag- 
ricultural Department. Total originally, 327 a. o r. 8 p. Under authority 
of Congress, in 1872, squares No. ^7 and 688, in the NE. and SE. anjries ot 
the E. Park, were purchased and thrown into the grounds. The deficient 
portion of the Mall was disposed of in 1822. See Reservations Nos. xo, xz 
and 12. 

No. 3. The Park extends from the W. line of the Mall, on xsth st. W., to 
the banks of the Potomac, and is separated from the President s Grounds by 
B St., N., formerly the line of the Tiber Creek and the Washington Canal. 
The old channel of the Tiber entered the Potomac on the NW. border of 
this reservation. These grounds are occupied by the Washington Monu- 
ment and the Government Nurseries. Total area, 29 a. 3 r. 9 p. 

No. 4. The University Square extends from E. st. N. to the hanks of the 
Potomac, and between 23d and 25th sts. W. On these grounds is the Naval 
Observatory. Total area, 21 a. o r. 18 p. 

No. 5. The Arsenal Grounds, foot of 4^ st. W., originally included 
the point of land at the confluence of the Anacostia and Potomac, from 
GreenleaPs Point to T st. S., and between the mouth of James Creek and 
the line of 3d St. W. to the Potomac. Total area, 28 a. 3 r. 31 p. This 
reservation in 1857 ^^^ extended by the purchase of the land between the 
line of the canal into James Creek and W. to the Potomac and N. to P st. S. 

No. 6. The West Market Square, on the Potomac, at the foot of aoth and 
2ist St. W. covered with water. 

No. 7. The Centre Market Square, between the point of intersection of 
Pennsylvania and Louisianaavs. and B st. N., and from 7th to 9th sts. W. 
Total area, 2 a. 3 r. 29 p. This reservation years ago was granted by the 
President to the corporation for the erection of a market. In i860 it was 
granted to a private corporation by which the present handsome structure 
was erected, now the principal market in the city. 

No. 8. The National Church Square, between 7th and 9th sts. W. andF. 
and G. sts. N., occupied by the Patent Office. Axea 4 a. o r. 22 p. 

No. 9. Judiciary Square, between the intersection of Indiana and Louisiana 
avs. and G. st. N., and 4th and 5th sts. W., occupied by the City ELall. 
Area, 19 a. i r. 27 p. In 181Q a portion of this reservation was granted by 
Congress to the corporation for a Town House or City Hall. 

No. 10 Reservation North of Pennsylvania av. between ^d and 4% sts. W 
In 1822, granted by Congress to the corporation, to be sold in lots, to pay for 
the removal of the canal, which then ran along the S. side of Pennsylvania 
av,, to the centre of the Mall, from 3d to 6th sts. W., and to fill up the low 
grounds in that vicinity. Total area, 6 a. o r. 31 p. 

No. II. Reservation between B and C sts. N. and 2d and 3d sts. W. Total 
area, 3 a. 2 r. 34 p. Disposed of same as reservation No. 10. 

No. 12. Reservation North of Pennsylvania av., between 2d and 3d sts. W. 
Total area, i a. i r. 4 p. Disposed of same as reservations Nos. 10 and iz. 

No. 13. Hospital Square, from the Anacostia to T9th st. E. and between B 
and G sts. S. Total area, 77 a. o r. 26 p. On this square stands the Maga- 
zine, Alms House, and District Jail. 

No. 74. The Navy Yard is bounded by M st. S. and the Anacostia, and dia 
continuation of 6th and 9th sts. E. Total area, 12 a. 3 r. 15 p. On diese 
grounds are the buildings, docks, ship-houses, and works of the Washington 
Navy Yard. 

Nos. 15 and 16. Eastern Market House Squares, near the Navy Yard. 
These reservations were gra.nied by Congress to the municipal corporation 




■hdr Lmprovemenl for walks, bolailic plrden 

A detailed description of the reBervfttions occupied by 
the Government will be found in connection with tbft., 
- publii; boiliiings or their other deeignaUwft ^ea\Ji"i«. 
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Avenites and Streets.-The 21 nvenues and 107 streets 
of the C<iiiU.il have iiu ngBi-etrale length of 2,9 "'--aven- 
ueB65 etreetH2l4ra.— aiiilHre of prealer width thrni those 
of any'olher dtv in the world. Orittiimlly there were 13 
avs named after the States in tlie Union when the nt^ 
was laid out. Others on the first plan, but undesigiiatea, 
were nflmed after SUtes subsequently admitted, though 
not in the orderof their admiBBion, The avenuea rudi»te 
from principal centres or connect different parts of the 
city. Wiih the alleys and open spacea at interHections 
the higli ways cover 2554 a., oi- nearly one-lialf of the areK 
of the city. For location of ouctium and etreeU see map of Ihe 

.. r ■ Tl -.A. 'T,. location, vidth and course of avenws 

" pagi 24. For dficription of aeeiiiia 





ApHJA, 1G70, (>K>4ulf of the viixb o( swoy cf iIka .. _ 

c«Dt]«, or two such rtwI'WBvi go each tide of the p«i)i, thnuM ihat be pkaad 
in [he centre. Penqifhrant) •nd InKui nn. ■»! 4U «. W., between the 
Qty Hallaod PeiiByrnUiiiTe.,iRRCidiid(d6Qmlh>caRi>iK<;iiieBI. Ob 
JuJy E, of the ume yenr, CU^rc^ Biahceined the pavlnc of Feoakylfnnift 
•V. at the Government apeme. Dider the Board of Puilic Wori™, a lyt- 

Deaoription of Avennes.— The broad tboroughfaree are 
among tlie principal attraccioos of the Xalional Capital, and 
the finest posse^iaecl by anj city in the world. A drive upon, 
them, especially of an evening, when thronged ivith hwid- 
some equipages, affords a truly enjoyable recreation . 

Penniultxmia av, is not only the principal, but also one ol 
the two longest in tile city. It is, however, twice interrupted 
in its continuity — bvthe President's House and Capitol. Its 
width varies from 130 to 160ft, It is about 4i m. in length, 
from Georgetown and Rock Creeli to tlie Anaoostia, and is the 
main line of commiiiiieatlon across the oHv. Along its r "'- 

aa& PreHdent'3 Hnii,: . Frnm ITiliio l.">r}i -h. thcai '' 




senis a jxirticularly fine prospin;!, p.-nsiuj:; bi'tivi'cn tln> NoHf 
Park of the President's Grounds, m fronf of wliicb is a aid* 
walk 34} ft. wide, and LafayeUe iiqiiare. From 15th at. W. tc 
the Capitol it traverses tlie entire leiipii (if tlie finest buaineu 
jufflrtn-and the faahionable drive. It tlience winds up aod 
armwd the bili sunaoitnted by the CapUol., ami eoiitinueB to 
Us tenainm on the banks ol the Anamstia. Ji.t t\vetaiA(A 
«a at. E., leaving this avenue, \a ttie Na,\y X^ti. ■eftwnsit 



DE6CR1PT10M OP AVENUES. 27 

. s bIbo the earliest used. Iq 1800 it was opened 

anflrudelydraiiiedfrom the Capitol to Georgutowii. During 
Uie administration of Jeflereou, finm the Capitol to the Pres- 
ident's House it WBS laid out in three roadways. A row of 
Lombardy poplara was planted between tlie centre or main. 
roadway and that on either side. A fla^-etone lootwalk also 
an from the Capitol to Georgetown. In 1825 the sidewallt 
n the S. aide was paved with atone from tlie Capital' to the 
Navy Department. In 1S32 the trees were cut down, the 
curbs extended, anii a drained macndamized roadway, 45 ft. 
wide iu the centre, laid out. The "eetitre strip," however, 
was not entirely completed till IS49, and then was sliaded 
with elms, maples, and "trees of heaven." In 1843 it was 
light4!tlwith lamps from the Capitol to the President's House: 
Biibseqoently It waa paverl with cobblestoDes, and so remained 
till 1870. 

MASSACHueinTrB Atenxte Is the longest unbroken in the 
oitv, being over 4J m. It befl^ns at the NW, Boundary, 
at 32d St. W. ; is 160 ft, wide, and extends to the Ana- 
tia SE., intersecting New Hampshire and Connecticut 
, at 19th anil P sts. NW"., forming the P-aireet Cirelt; 
Vermont av. at 14th and Msts. NW., forming the ^ourfeenffi- 
rired Cinie; New York av. at 8th and K sts. NW., at Mould 
Vernon Place; New Jersey av, at Jstand G srs. NW. ; Del- 
aware av., between E and F sts. NB. ; Maryland av, and Bth 
and C sts. NE. at titanton Place; Tennessee, Nortli Caro- 
Ihia, and Kentucky ava. and E. Capitol and 12th sta, £. at 
Lincoln A'guare, and thenee to the Moapital Groundt on the 
Anacostia. 

This avenue is the most beautiful in the city, gradually 
rising to an elevation considerably above the surrounding 
heights, from which it descends in easy gradation to the mid- 
dle of the broa<irtntermediate valley, and rises again on thQ 
east. On its route are the finest cireles and squares. The 
roadway Is in the centre, while on either side are briek side- 
walks and plots of grass. From Bocli Creek this avenue is 
' paved with concrete, and from that point to New Jersey av, 
wixhI pavement. Beyond it is ungraded. 

Vermomt and Connecticdt Avenues, 130 ft, wide, 
extending respeetlvely NE. and NW. from the N. side of 
Lafayette Bquarc, pass through two of the most attractive 
portions of the city. 

New York Avenue, 130 It. wide, is a flue thoroughfare. 
It begins at tlie Potomac and runs across the city in a NE. 
direction. From the Treasury Department it is parked in 
the centre, with a fine vista of young trees, 

Uabyland Avznttb, 160 It. viVift, e,x\ftvias, "S"^- ■msw«» 
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the city from Long Bridge to the Baltimore Turnpike. SW. 
of the Capitol it is used for railroad purposes. 

New Jersey and DeI/Aware Avenues, 160 ft. wide, 
begin respectively at the Anacostia and the Arsenal Grounds, 
and run NW. and NE. to the Boundary, crossing ieadi other 
at the Capitol. 

Georgia Avenue, 160 ft. wide, begins at the Arsenal 
Grounds and runsNE., near and parallel to the Anacostia, 
striking it for a short distance W. of the Navy Yard, and ter- 
minates at the Hospital Grounds. 

South Carolina Avenue, 160 ft. wide, begins at Res- 
ervation No. 17, S. of the Capitol, runs NE., and terminates 
in Massachusetts av. 

Virginia Avenue, 120 ft. wide, begins near the moufch 
of Rock Creek and runs SE., crossing New Hampshire and 
New York avs., to the Potomac, near the SW. corner of the 
President's Grounds. On the S. boundary of the Mall, at 
12th St., it resumes, the width being IGO ft., and terminates 
at the Anacostia, crossing Maryland av.. Reservation No. 17, 
and Georgia av. 

Rhode Island Avenue, 130 ft. wide, starts at Connect- 
icut av. and M st. N., runs NE., intersecting Massachusetts 
av. at 16th and N sts. NW. ; Vermont av. at 13th and P sts. 
NW., to the Boundary. 

New Hampshire Avenue starts at the Potomac, be- 
tween E and F sts. N. ; is 120 ft. wide, and runs NE., crossing 
Virginia av., 23d and P-street Circles, to the Boundary. 

Louisiana Avenue, 160 ft. wide, begins at the City HaU, 
runs SW. to Central Market Square, crossing Pennsylvania 
avenue. 

Indiana Avenue, 160 ft. wide, begins at the City Hall, 
runs SE. to 1st st. W. In 1850 it was improved from the City 
Hall. 

Missouri and [Maine Avenues, 85 ft. wide, begin at the 
E. line of the Mall at 6th st. W. : run respectively SE. and 
NE. to 3d St. W., tlie western limit of the Botanical Garden. 

Ohio Avenue begins at the E. line of the S. Park of the 
President's Grounds at C st. N. ; runs SE. to Centre Market 
Square. 

North Carolina, Tennessee, and Kentucky Ave- 
nues, in the E. part of the city, are but little built upon. 

All these avenues are more or less improved by the laying 
of stone, concrete, wood, cobble, or Belgian pavements, or 
macadamized or graveled roads, with parking. 

Executive Avenue, the construction of which began in 
3872, begins i»t Pennsylvania av. E . and W. of the President's 
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House, anU oppoaire I5i aiiJ 16J sts. W. The W. entrances 
each consist ot 6 massive granite pife-posts, upon which are 
swung iron gates. The anemic (jiicIo.whii portion of tbe Pres- 
ident's Grounds on the E. and VV., anil on Kic opposite sides 
are the Treasury Departmeut E.,aiid the War and Navy De- 
partment and the edifice now building for the joint use of 
the State, War, and Navy Departments W. A granite stair- 
case, 20 ft. wide, with a fountain at the foot of the E. one, is 
built In the terrace on either side of the President's Uonse, 
compli-itihg communication by the gravel walks leading to the 
Executive Department". Ttieeidawaiksareridily paved and 
well ligiited. Pas gs oftlePestie tsHouae ou e tl er 
side, attlwpmlomn oIEst N the wowngsoftl av 
lona a Sfmi-chiile, het oe ren n "IP" eS 

Portico of the Fre^ de t H 1 

gie line due S. to B st N o 

Honument Grounds and] 1 

In 1873, connecting CI P 

The Dbive.— I^avi 
the Drive, consistlu? of a I 

a either side with t -oe 

imac on the right aQor e 

bosom of the river N tU e 

Naval Observatory andb far a L „]3 ^ •- '■''* 
left is a Lake, in course of complet u covermg 3 a fed by a 
spring on its SE. border and the waters ol tl e Potomac With 
In a small enclosure about 100 yds W of the Washl igton 
Monument, and 01 the left, near tl e av , s a gray freestone, 
a little over 3 ft. in heigiit, which marks tiie centre of the 
District ot Columbia, as laid out in 1791-'9a. The Drive now 
irtnds around the Monument. Ou the S. may be seen ttie 
ereen-houses and plants of the Qovernmeiit Propagating Gat^ 
Ban. The wooden buildings, still standing on the hill near 
by and used as Government hospitals and by the Commissary 
Department of the United States Array 18Sl-'65, are now 
oceupted for blacksmith-shopa, tools, and Eiorage by tlie 
Eng, in charge of Public Bnildings and Grouniis." The Drive 
enters 14thBt.W. nearly opposite the entrance of the jl/jfricuZ- 
litral Grounds, and connects wltli the carriageways of that 
beautitid. reservation. At this point also commences the Mali. 
Prior to 1818 this attractive portion of tiie public grounds 
was covered with majestic oaks, which were cut down about 
that year, mider the stipulation in the agreement of the Com- 
miseloners with the ori^nal proprietors that the latter should 
be entitled to the wood on the lands. Even the trees whi^ 
oast a grateful shade over a refreshing e^ck^ Ui. 'Oa&. \sKft. <A. 
OapltoT HIU, near Petia7a\ve,im w., ■««» "0 — a„»»_™~*l. 
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Croodni^ 12Ui <c. W^ the dmv entefs the quiec retreat of the 
SwuiMMmioM LutUtttiami and leaTin^ thi? at 7th st^ enters 
Armory Square^ so named from the Armoiy of the District 
Militia looited on the S. portion, and takes a winding eoorae 
to 6ih St. W. This portion of the roadway is 1.300 ft. long^ 
and will cro^ the track of the Baltimore and Potomac Bi^ 
road at 6th st. W. on an ornamental iron bridge, with a 40 
ft. roadway and 12 ft. adewalk on either side, to be con- 
stmcted by that company in compliance with the act of Con- 
gre^. From 6th st. the Drive continues throi^ the reserva- 
tion to -li St. W., and thence W. to the line of 3d st. W., 
terminating oppo^te the W. entrance to the Botanical Grar- 
den. It is pr(>pose«l to extend the Drive across the garden^ 
so as to complete the connection with the Capitol Grounds 
without leaving the line of the MaiL thits carrying out the 
original plan of the city, which contemplated a walk and 
drive between the President's House and the Capitol. The 
Drive, in connection with the roads of the Agricultural and 
Smithsonian g^rounds, U neariy 2 m. in length. 

Streets.— The streets of the city run from X. to S. and E. 
to W., crossing at right angles. The streets runnino^ X. and 
S. are designated numeric^y and by the words E. or W., 
according to their positions with respect to the Capitol, which 
L« tlie dividing point — as 1st st. £. of the CapitoU or 1st st. 
W. of the Capitol, and so on. The streets running E. and 
W. are designated by the letters of the alphabet and by the 
word X. or S., according as they are situated X. or S. of the 
Capitol, the dividing point — as A st. X., A st. S., whicli are 
the first streets X. and S. of the Capitol, and so on. The 
streets £. of the Capitol number from 1st to 31st St., includ- 
ing the seven subject to overflow, and W. from 1st to 28th W. 

The lettered streets run to W st. X. and to V st. S. The 
limit of the city inland, or on the X., is known as BOUNDARY 
Street. 

To avoid confasion, the city is divided into 4 quarters or 
sections— XE. and XW., SE. and SW. X. and S. Capitol 
sts., running on a X. and S. line from the Capitol and E. 
Capitol St., and the prolongation of the same replaced by the 
Mall, running at right angles, constitute the dividing lines. 
The streets vary in width from 70 to 160 ft., and are paved, 
macadamized, or graveled, according to their importance. 

The avenues and streets are numbered after the plan 
adopted in Philadelpliia ; that is, 100 numbers to each square, 
commencing E. or W. and X. or S. of the Capitol. For in- 
stance, 100 would be the first number beyond 1st st., and 
^ik? ifejrond ad to 3d st,^ and so on, the intermediate nomben 
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rule ia adopted for tettered 



^^mdhig in the block. The i 

I Btreeto and avenuea. 

The city in addition to its mn^ni Been t avenues poeHesses 
many attractive ttreels. Prominent amongst these are F, 

I I, K. and M, Bis. N.. acid 4i, 11, !4. and 15 stB. W.. upon 

I which are some ofthe most bsantirul private residences. 
The fine thoroughfare extending Eaut of the Capitol, 
known as East Capitol Street, was originally designed to 

! be the chief stri'et of the city ; North and Sooth Capitoi, 
Btrbbts runiiingfrom ihe Capitol, lie on the jiT»i mendiait 
of longitude for Che United States, as laid down, in 1791, 
by Ellioott i 7th Street W. is devoted exclusively to trade, 
{Par bxtttion of atreeie xe Map; far mdih see"TiUtU," pageiLi 




addiiJDDa] iLnct naceuAry lo nulu up ihu oi 
, ..-(!I. FiislSu. W. ind&.idMCairtlolwDiiJ 

I?i.™I!f "JopMcd .Didop. for iEe°Mu'XoinrE.'uiil ' 



Omto JVirtA y lit CafiM —KAina, Benion, C3ay gr ainlon, 
ludu, Event!, Fnoklin, Calluin, KiiaJlion, JeflenQn, Xenl, Lincoln, 
inhoU, NcliDn,Otls, Pnbody, Qulncy. Rundultih, Siory, Tomoklos.U'^ 



Parking. — The Etraet. pnrke and siciewnlks of the city are 
Benerally pliiiileil with trw-s posaessioE- the n - ''" " ' ' '^ 

Bpring veriiurc, :.: I , .r ■■ ■ ■ ..r -i. 




y, Quiloian, Rodgci 
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Qnarters- — The arraagement of the Btreete with respect 
TO llie Capitol diviiies the city into 4 seclioiis. 

The ^/BTlliiiitil ^uirfircoiuIicuuiihefiiieiipaniaiuoribecapluliCnibnB. 
\ng the PrcKident'i HouK all the BepBrtmMiIs md Parr gn Legatiom iha 
piindrml butaDSalablUhnuou uid tub oiiable icddencs 1 i-t SBttikwal 

lTi*''cily'by''i™°W^a>hinir="cBnal now")! 
loni of modcraw mcar '- ■-■ 
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Tbx TnDi Axes (oDtlet oT Grst Scwct). 

Sewers. — The cities of Washington and Georgetown, for 
ewerage and drainage, are divided into 5 sections. 

11 "he inte^°™ if Rnck'cfeek'andK 5l. Nw": \iatc along k'iq'=.«NW^ 
toPE i«I to I SI. N. ; Blons 1 IQ i?th W;- alone iTih m H ei. N.- aldnir 



to leth W. ; along ISth to I at. N. ; along I to 15th W. ; 
along 13th to Vermont av. ; along Vermont av, to 14th W. ; 
along 14th to Boundary; along Boundary to Kock Creek; 
along Rock Creel; to beginning. 3d, The intermediate sec- 
tion, beginning at the iiitersection of Bock Ci'cck aod K St. 
JTW. ; thence along K to 21st NW. ; thence along 2lHt to I St. 
NW. ; thence along I to 19th NVf. to G st. SW. ; tlienca 
alongGtothePotomacRiver; along PotomacBiverand Rook 
Creek to Hih beginning. 4th, The intereepting Beotlon, be- 
ginning at the intersection of Potomac Rivei' and G st. NW. 
thenca along G to li)th NW.; thence alongl9th to I st. NW. 
alongltol7tli; alougl7Ui toHsC.N.; along U to 16th W. 
along loth to I 8t,N.; along I to 1 5th W. ; aloug lath to Ver- 
mont av. ; along Vermont av. to 14th W. ; along 14th to N 
st,N.; alougN' toVermontav; along Vermont av. to at. 
N. ; aUmg O to 7th NW. ; along 7th to B st. N. ; along B to 
eth W. ; along 6th to B st. S. - along B to Potomac Eiyer; 
alongPotoraacEiver following the borders o( stream tobe- 
ginmng. 6th. The Tiber Basni, beginning at intersection of 
Bonndary and 14th st. W. ; along I4tb to N at. N. ; along N 
to Vermont av. ; along Vermont av. to O st. N. ; along O to 
7th W.; along 7th to Bst. N.; along B Co Oth W. ; along 0th 
toBat.S.; aloiigB to Potomac River; alougPotomacRivet 
to the Anacostin; along the Anacostla to C st. NE.; along 
to lilth E. ; along lath to Bonndaiy; along BounUiiiy to 
beginning. 

The sewerage of the city fonnerly drained into the i.'Jiiial, 
tvhich crossed the city from the Anacostia to the Potomac ti. 
of the President's Grounds. Prom 3d to liitli st. W. It ran 
directly in front of the Capitol, and separated the beautiful 
grounds on the^Iall from the rest of the city. Tlila open mass 
of fllth and disease n-aa filled in 1872. 

The Bstrtet IrUercepting Setoer, 1 m. in length and 12 
ft. in diameter, was constntcted in place of the canal. The 
main branch empties into the Potomac at the foot of 17th 
Et, W. One of the lai^St sewers In the world is the Tiber- 
creek Sewer, so named from the stream which flows through 
It. It is a brick arch 24 to 30 ft, span, and 16 ft, high, and 
dnUns the enth«cityE of Qthst.W.— about 3,000 acres. Its 
outlet is at the Tiber arcli. near the W. entrance to the Botan- 
ical Garden, on 3d st.W., into whichthe smaller branch of the 
inti5rsectingoreanalsewertrom7thBt,W. empties. Tile line 
of this great sewer, from Its mouth, passes under the Botan- 
leal Garaen and Pennsylvania av. N. to E st. N. at its jnnc- 
Uon with N. Capitol St., which it follows to K st. N. Tha 
portion from H to K at. ia now undftc co^ts\.i»G!aEm., "^^w» 
deat'mation of this sewer is the Bottu4i«Y, TssxAvai ^ijso?.^- . 
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St. N. to Ist St. E. ; thence by the latter. When completed, it 
will be 2 m. in length. Branch sewers of 9 ft. each are behi^ 
built out from 3(1 st. NW. and F st. NE. From the Tiber 
arch a large sewer extends SE. The Slashrrun Sewer^ } m. 
long. 10 ft. span, named after the natural watercourses which 
enter the city in several bmnches on its IsT W. boundary, empties 
into Rock Creek. A 9-ft. conduit sewer is also being built 
along Boundary st., in the NE. part of the city, as supple- 
mentary to the Tiber-basin system. Small tile and pipe sew- 
ers convey the sewerage of sti-eets and dwellings into the 
p^eneral system. There are about 10 m. of main sewerage, 
including 5 m. of brick sewers, from 4 to 9 ft. in diameter, 
and 80 m. of tile and pipe. 

Squares. — In addition to the grounds attached to the public 
buildings, and which will be described in that connection, 
there are a number of beautiful squares in various parts of the 
city. Tliose W. of the Capitol are — 

Lafayette Square, a parallelogram of 7 a., N". of the 
President's House, and between li5J and 16J sts., frequently 
popularly known as Madison and Jackson sts., respectively, 
from the early residence of those distinguished gentlemen 
upon them. The broad av. extending to the N. is 16th st., 
the high ground at its terminus being Meridian Hill. From 
tlio President's Grounds on the S. it is separated by a broad 
av., which extends from loth to 17th sts. Tliis square is beau- 
tifully laid out in graveled walks with seats. It is adorned 
with trees and shrubbery, many of them rare and valuable 
species and in pleasing variety. It is lighted throughout 
with gas, two of the lamp-posts combining drinking foun- 
tains. A watchman's lodge, also partly for the public, stands 
on the N. side. The building is approached at either end by 
circular wallcs, screened by rows of evergreens upon each 
side and in front llower beds. Two bronze Vases 7 ft. high, 
weighing 1,300 lbs. each, mounted on granite pedestals, stand 
on the E. and W. sides of the square. These are copies from 
an antique vase, and are the work of the brass foundry of the 
Navy Yard. They were cast with the permission of Mr. Robe- 
son, Secretary of the Navy, and reflect great credit upon the 
workshops of the Government. In the centre of this square 
is Clark Mills's equestrian statue of General Andrew Jackson^ 
contracted for by the Jackson Monument Association, com- 
posed of the friends and admu*ers of the subject, who sub- 
scribed $12,000 for the purpose. In 1848 Congress granted 
to the Association the brass guns and mortars captured by 
the General at Pensacola. In 1850 an additional number of 
brass ffans and national trophies, sufficient to complete the 
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_ ^ . « tlouBtedby Congress. lu J852 Cotigi-ess appro- 
priated funds for the erection o( the marble pedestal upon 
which It stands, and in 1853 made a further appropi'iation of 
^20,000 for the statue itself, and made It the property of the 
United States, The statue is one third larger than lite, wel^ 




15 tous, od o sive of the va u f al a k e 

amount co ti bnted by the Associa on juO 000 Ihe U nd 
parts and ta of the horse be ng so d Che an mal s po ed 
tritbout i e a d of iron rod o other devi -es a ho rrat 
Btatuesof Peter the Great, George lH, and the Diiki. of V> 1 1- 
llngtou. This was the first application of this principle. The 
statue was unveiled in the presence of a large numbtr of peo- 
ple, Stephen A, Douglas delivering the oration, on thi.' 3ih 
day of January, IHo3, the anniversary of the battle of New 
Orleans, in which Genend Jackson ivuted tlie British forces 
under Sir John Fackeiilism. 

UcFHBRaoN Sqcahb.— On Vermont av., between I and 
K sta. N. and 15th 8l. W., IJ anres, well laid out with 
walks and shrubbery, and adorned with eonii^?.\\ife\5«s'\ 
vases and drinking founlainB, In rt\e cenVm Se. ■CtieViowift 
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staitie of Mai. Oen, James B, McPheraon, killed near Atlanta^ 
Ga., at the head of the Army of the Tennessee, July 22, 1^64, 
erected by the Society of the Army of the Tennessee, Louis 
T. Robisso, of Ohio, sculptor Robert Wood & CJo., of Phila- 
delphia, founders, heroic 14 feet high, horse 12 feet long, 
metal light bronze, being cannon appropriated by Con- 
gress, weight, 7,000 Iba. Cost, $23,500. 

The General is represented in the lull uniform of his rank, viith slouch hat, 
holding his field glasses in his right hand, and surveying the field of battle. 
Unveiled Oct. i8, 1876, amid an imposing military pageant, Gen. John A. 
Logan, orator. The superb pedestal^ in five massive and appropriately decor* 
;ited blocks of Virginia granite, cost ^25,000, voted by Congress in 1875. 
It was proposed to place the remains of the General beneatli the statu^ 
and a vault was constructed for the purpose, but the removal, though approved 
by his family, owing to objections of the people of his native place, was not con- 
summatiod. 

Far^agxtt Square. — On Connecticut av., between I & K 
Sts. N., and 17th st. W., \\ a., beautifully laid out. It is 
proposed hereto erect the colossal statue of Admiral Farroffut 
for which $20,000 was voted by Congress April 16, 1872. 

Scott Square. — At the intersection of Massachusetts and 
Khode Island avs., and 16th st., due N. of President's 
House, 1 acre. Here stands the bronze Statue of Brevet 
Lieutenant General Winfield Scott ordered by Congress, 1867, 
erected 1874, H. K. Brown, of N. Y., sculptor, Robert Wood 
& Co., of Philadelphia, founders. Cast out of cannon 
trophies of the valor of the General in Mexico, and 
donated by Congress. Total height, 15 ft. ; figure, 10 ft. ; 
weight, 12,000 lbs. ; cost, $20,000. 

iSee engraving, page 23.] 
'he General is represented in the full uniform of his rank, mounted on a 
war charger, at rest, and surveying the field of battle. 1\\c pedestal, of Cape 
Ann granite, stands 14 ft. high, is in five large blocks, total height with statue, 
29 ft. 1!)m platform is 26 ft. long, 13 ft. wide, and 2 ft. thick, and weighs 119 
tons, 1,197 lbs. ; sub-base^ 20 ft. X 10 ft. X i ".; 84 tons ; base^ 17 ft. X 7 ^t. X 
3 ft., 41 tons ; die^ 15 ft. X 5 ft- X 5 ft-. 38 tons ; and cap. 17 ft. X 7 ft. X 3 ft., 

37 tons 1,500 lbs. Total weiekt of pedestal, 320 tons 697 lbs. When quarried, 
weighed 400 tons 631 lbs. Tnese are the largest stones ever successfully quar- 
ried in this cotmtry, and among the largest in the world. Great difficulty was 
experienced in their removal to the seacoast, whence they were transported to 
the National Capital by tea. 



r 
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Fraiiklut Squabe, between 13th and 14th Eta. W. and 
I and K sts. N., compiipes 4 a., and was purcliased by the 
Government hi 1829 in order to Btoiire control o( a fine spring, 
the waters o( wliicb, as early its 1832. vkk conveyed in pipes 
to the Pi'csident'p House and Execntive offices, Tiiis \vater 
is Still used for drinking pnrposes at the President'B House, 
it heinji considereit Iwtter than that livm Che Potomac. The 
spring lies N. of tile fountain, beneath two iron and stone 
covers, built in the ai'oh conslructeii over tiic spring. It was 
not until 1851 that this nqnan- um; l^iti! nul . lu the centi-e is 
a small fountahi, with a ba^iii :!()[!. In ili:iinitiT, ami ii keep- 
er's loi;l;;e, with other eonvenii nif -. riiui liv. '['here are also 
several ilriiikiiiar foiintaiiis. The stiuiuc }^ jihinted with a 
pleasing \-ariety of ornamental trees ami slirnha. 

JlTDICiARY "SftUAHE. ou the original plan of Hie city, was 
designated I'cscrvation No. H, and wae set apart for the then 
contemplated bnil dings for the accommodation of the]iidlc1al 
brancli of the Government. It comprises 19J a., and ex- 
tends on the S. from the intersection of Louisiana and Indi- 
ana avs., at tbe head of 4} st. W. to G St. N., and between 
4lh and otii sts. W. The S. portion, fronting on 4} st., is 
occnpied by the Ciiu Hall, 

On the E. side, beyond E St., waw onct.xl tlir immense 
temporary wooden structure for Iho hiiH L'ivi-n in li'Kior of 
tliB Second Inaugural ion of Pi-esideiit OkieiI, >hiLeii I, 1S73. 
I In the NE. angle is tbe Jail. On the W. Hrl... Jiiniji;il;e re- 
bellion, 1801 -'6ii, wooden buildings wei-.^ iii-,i,nl foi'>,.l(liei-s' 
hospitals, afterwards donated to the uses of the Women's 
Cbi^tian Association, but since removed. This smiare Is 
being made one of the most attractive ii 

Bawlinb Square, on New^ Tork n 
Meat's Grounds, iietweeu ISth and IQtIi sts. Vf., coiitaiuing 
ftbouC IJ a., is beantifnlly laid out, with walks, trees, ever- 
pvens, and shrubbery. It has two small rustic foimtains, , 
Tritb omameutal margins and cent^'-piee^'a of rocl;-work. 
This square, prior to I872,wns!i lnw. i!,-olate wa=te. It was 
Unfilled 8 ft. to grade. In 1^7 I » i- ■ i. ■■ ■.! lin'iv die lieioie 
tixed brvnge alatue of Bri//ii-: ' ' ■■ ■ ■ .1. Ilawlins. ot 

Illinois. AdJutantOenerii) ;i.. ■■ i;i'iieral U. S. 

Grant, 1SQ4-'B3. and 8ecre[;iii .■: ^^.l', \^'-'-'. li ivas* ni-d(>i-ert 
teCougress in 1872, evecnlcd l>v.l. liriil.'V.oi i'.'iiu^vlvauia, 
■1873. oast by Robert Wood a, Co.. o( Phiiadelphiii. Peiinsyl- 
'TOiia, cost $10,000, measures S ft. lu lieigiit, and weiglis 1.400 
. Ib"^ Tlie Vinj;ini,i griinito pedestal, 12 ft. high, cost SlT.QOO. 

SfoDNT Vernon 1'i.ace. at t lie inte^^sectlonoJ S' ' - 
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setts and New York avs. and K and 8tli sts. NW., till 1871, 
was occupied on the E. half by the Northern Market. It is 
now beautifully laid out and planted. In the centre is a 
raised circular space, containing a bronze fountain. 

A short distance S. of Pennsylvania av., on the E. side 
of 6th St. W., is what is known as Circus Lot; that part ol 
the reservation in which it is embraced being set apart for 
that purpose. The rents are contributed to charitable insti- 
tutions. 

There are other spaces in the W. portions of the city, but 
are without name. Of these is the wed^e-shaped space, of 
about 4 a., between 3d and ^\ sts. and Missouri and Maine 
avs., lying W. of the Botanical Garden; and adjoining it, 
on the W., another area of 17J a., which extends to 7th st. 
The W. portion is known as Armory Square^ from being the 
site of the District Armory. Also one of J a., N. of the 
Mall, at the intersection of Ohio and Louisiana avs. 

Lincoln Square. — On East Capitol st., 1 m. E. of the 
Capitol, 6 J acres beautifully laid out. Here stands the 
bronze group entitled -Emancipation, representing Abraham 
Lincoln, the 16th President of the U. S., standing by a 
monolith, and holding in his right hand the proclamation 
of freedom. A slave kneeling at his feet, with manacles 
broken, is about to rise. On his left is the trunk of a tree 
with lash and manacles strewn about. Thomas Ball, of 
, sculptor, 1874; Ferd. Miller, jun., Munich, 1875, foun- 
der. 12 ft. high ; weight 3,000 lbs., cost, $17,000. 

Erected by the Western Sanitary Commission of St. Louis, Mo., out of the 
funds contributed solely by emancipated citizens of the United States, declared 
free by the proclamation January i, 1863. The first contribution, ^5.00, was 
made by Charlotte Scott, a freedwoman of Virginia, being her first earnings in 
freedom, and consecrated by her suggestion and request on the day she heard 
of President Lincoln's death, to build a monument to his memory. Unveiled 
April 14, 1876, the anniversary of his assassination, in the presence of the PresU 
dent of the U. S., cabinet and foreign ministers, and a vast concourse of colored 
and white citizens. Frederick Douglass, orator. The pedestal of Virginia gran- 
ite, 10 ft. high, cost, f 3,000, was voted by Congress. 

It was in this square, in the proposed original embellishment of the Capital, that 
the Historic Column was to be built, to serve also as a mile or itinerary colunu^ 
(p-om which all geographical distances in the United States were to be calculated. 

tjTANTON Place lies NE. of the Capitol, at the interseo- 
tion of IMaryland and Massachusetts avs., and comprises 3J a. 

A short distance S. of the Capitol, at the convergence of 
New Jersey, South Carolina, and North Carolina avs., is a 
large tract, originally laid out as Keservation No. 17. It 
contains 23J a., or, on the first maps, 21 a., and was set off 
as the site for the Town House or City Hall, but has never 
since been considered in that connection. It is still with- 
out improvement, though the subject has been called to the 
attention of Congress. 
There are other squares in the SE. parts ot th^ eity vacant 
and unimproved. 
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-Tin- spacv at thi- iiiUTJifctioLis of tli 
eniics forms what are teimeil cireles. 
iBTON CiBCLE, 23d Bt. W., at the iutereecUoii ol 

Pennsylvania and New 

Hampshire ava., con- 
tains the Equestrian 

Statue of General George 
Wa»hingUm, by Clark 

MlUa, oi-derecl by Con- 

greea in 1S53, cost ^50,- 

000, and was ciiet ont of 

gUDS donated by Cod 



lh« eqnMimltr of bcinnB nat 
The FOtTKTEENTJ 

BTKEET Circle, at tl 
interaection of Mas* 
( and Vi rniuiit 

s chastely laid out m nulk^ u I jiUi 1 ^i 

greeuB. shrubs, and flowers In tiieceiitici'' iin ti(,fuunt im, 
witli a Seotuli tprra-cotta tonndatton-bnivl and rustic ctoiie 
centre-piece, aiid indllld'entpai'ts of the circle are rustic stone 
and wooden seats A short distance beyond, on Vermont ay, 
at the intersection of Rhode Island av., is the Thtrteenth- 
ttreet Circle, aa yet without particnlai' improvement. 

P-BTREBT C1BCI.E. at the intersection of Con necticnt, Mas- 
sachusetts, and New Hnmpshire avs., is laid out In walks and 
Ugiited. 




imtn-tka 






Tnanglea. — At the intersection of the avenues and streets 
are small spaces designated Triangular Beservatlons, Many 
of these E. and W. of the Capitol are planted wltli trees and 
shrubs, and are further beautified with sinnll fountains. 

Sir t£cuc<>min?d«lDii''^°Uidr lncK<u^'D/nb^nr''ni^ uHffl bi^i arc F^ leg. 

Onianiental Gardening.— In 1851 A. J, n<jw\\Vc.'j„Mi«. «S«-- 
brated landscape gardener, ■"— '^~ ' ^-~-— "-^ 
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to lay out the public parks and reservations. The grounds 
of the President's House were to be extended to the line of 
the Wasliin^^ton Canal, now B st. N., and to be laid out with 
a circular parade-ground, lined with trees in the centre. A 
carriageway, by means of a suspension bridge, was to con- 
nect the S. Park of tliose grounds with the Mall, near tliB 
Washington Monument. A drive was to follow the Mall lo 
the Capitol. The Mall itself was to be beautifully adorned 
with lawns, walks, drives, trees, and shrubbeiy. Lafayette, 
Franklin, and the other squares wore to be laid out by the 
same person. The admimble schemes of improvement con- 
templated by this truly artistic gardener were suddenly in- 
terrupted by his death in 1852. During the single year of 
his service he prepared a general plan for the laying out and 
beautifying of the public grounds. This, in a great measure, 
has been carried out by his successors. In the Smithsonian 
Grounds may be seen a beautiful Vase, erected by the Amer- 
ican Pomological Society to the memory of Downing. A 
description of this tribute to his genius will be foumrtn its 
appropriate place. 

Previous to this the attempts at the appropriate laying out 
and planting of the public parks were both crude and spas- 
modic. In 182G, more than a quarter of a century after the 
Government had made the city its permanent seat, there 
were no public walks, save the dusty avenues. In 1831 the 
grounds around the Capitol and President's House were still 
in the unkempt condition of nature unadorned. In 1832 the 
old Treasury Building was enclosed. The next year the 
pedestal wall and railing were placed in front of the Park of 
the President's House, and the S. Park, near the mansion, wai 
planted witli trees. In 1834 the foot and Ciirriageway were 
compl(fted. In 1835 Lafayette Square was improved and 
planted, and supplied with lamps. In 1837 the W. Park of 
the Capitol Grounds was extended to take in part of the ISIall 
from the circular road around the building to 1st st. W., mak- 
ing an addition of 8 a. The park was walled in and the gi-ounds 
laid out in walks and supplied with fountains. In the sam6 
3'ear the President's Grounds were in more creditable condi- 
tion. In the S. park, towards the then line of the canal, it was 
proposed to lay out an extensive fish-pond, to supply the Presi- 
dent's table with fish. The public grounds, an eyesore to 
the community and a reflection upon the tase and liberality 
of Congress, were again neglected. 

0ffiC6) Engineer in Ohargei — in 1871 a system of improvememts was 

inaugurated by Major O. E. Babcock, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., in charge of 

Public Buildings, Grounds, and Works. Congress annually appropriates from 

$100,000 to $300f000y to be expended uAder the Engineer's office, for salari<^| 




Propagating Garden.— The Government Propagating Gtar- 
den, oiimnally on MiBSonri nv., betsvei'n 3il and 4j sts. W., 
fs beautiliiliy .situated on the banks of the Potomac, S. ot the 
Washington Monument. 'J'lw garden coi'ers 8 a. The/bcc- 
ini/ hovses are eupplied with aiiparatus for the propagation 
and growth of plants of the rarest spectea and varieties. In 
IS'S, from the old garden, upwards of 30,000 paper" of flower 
seed>' were collected and cured ihe^e, with Bnrplug plant*, 
aom( times numbeiinffiipwarda cf 10 000 coushtmg of roses, 
chiv-.aiithLm im= * rh ni t, rinnini h jirinlTs in d other 
hot lioil- 1111 I 111 1 I I I ; f I I It fh p gardens. 
\vcrp (h tribi t I r in ml t i ii 1 li n notilied 

by cireidai 1 It Ml il i 1 i i i A A irieri/is 




Oepyright, 



Botanical Qardeu.— Open dnihi. ^ n.m.ioa fi. n^.— Thu 
Inetnctivc place of pnbl Ic resoit le eltuated at the foot of Capi- 
tol Mil, extending from 1st Co 3d sts. W., and between Penn- 
^Ivaniaand Maryland avs. There are two main entrfiuces for 
pedeetriauB, one oppositu the mahi central W. carp of the Cap- 
UolFark,auil the other on 3d St., oppc-irc x\»- V.. m^ of Die 
Drive. Each oocrance coiiBists of four niiiil)li>;Liii| biick iiiiLe 
plen.n'ith iron gatfis. No wheeled vohiLli-iin.' |i<iiiiii(i-il in 
tltef^rden. Thuaveniieadlvci'gingfrom thr \V. <,';i|iikil I'aik 
give tlie garden a wedge-Bhapq, the imvvovitv cwiWasia^SJas 
W.froni of the Capitol, ll cnmpY\su&\'S a,.,savtQ«vA*s^'«a 
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a low, brick wall, with stone coping and iron railiag", and is 
laid out in walks, lawns, and flower-beds. N". of the Main 
Consei-vatory is a large fountain^ with 9 main jets and a mar- 
ble basin 93 ft. in diameter. The fountain is supplied from 
the Acqueduct, and throws its highest stream to an altitode 
of 65 ft. This fountain in full play presents a beautiful ef- 
fect, especially when reflecting tlie rays of the sun. S. of 
the Conservatorj'^ is a smaller fountain, witli a granite basin. 
During the summer the hardiest plants, in boxes, are ranged 
on eitlier side of the main walk, and contribute materially to 
the beauty of the g-arden. 

The Main Conservatory^ commenced in 1867 from designs 
by ^Ir. Clark, Architect of the Capitol, consists of a central 
dome and two wings. The base is of marble and the super- 
structure iron. The entire length is 300 ft., greatest width 
60 ft., height of dome 40 ft., and wings 25 ft. The dome is 
supported on a brick column, wliich answers the double pur- 
pose of being a chimney also. Around this column winds an 
iron, spiral staircase, wliicli leads to a cupola surrounded by 
a balustrade. From this point the finest mewoi the TV. front 
of the Capitol may be obtained. The key is kept by the Su- 
perintendent. There are 10 smaller Conservatories^ of brick 
and wood, in one of which is a Lecture or Botanical Class- 
room, with accommodations for 100 students. Tlie latter fea- 
ture contemplates the appointment of a Professor of Botany 
by the colleges of the capital to hold lectures here. All the 
conservatories are heated by hot water, conducted in iron 
pipes, supplied from 5 boilers. Three of the boilers are in tlie 
vaults under the pavement of the dome of the Alain Conser- 
vatory. The object of the garden is education and the dis- 
tribution of rare plants. For the latter purpose there are 4 
conservatories devoted to propagation. AH seeds are saved. 
The garden is under the control of the Joint Committee of 
Congress on the Library, Each member of Congress, on ap- 
plying to the chairman of the committee for plants or seeds, 
is supplied, if practicable. Boquets are frequently obtained 
in the same way. 

Botanical Collection. — ^The first collection of plants in 
this National Conservatory was brought to the United States 
by the Exploring Expedition to the'Southern Hemisphere, 
1838-'42, commanded by Captain (Rear Admiral) Charles 
Wilkes. The collection was first deposited in the Patent 
Office, but in 1850 was removed to the Botanical Garden. 
Some of t he plants are still living, and a large share of the 
present collection are the descendants of those brought back 
by the Wilkes Expedition. A few have furnished represent- 
atjves ior many of the principal conservatories of the United 
States and Eiwope, 
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dispoGitioii of ttii! coJIection is according to a geo^rapl 
ical disLribiiLioiL, Ttio strictly tropical planCB occupy the cet 
tre Conservatory, and those o( a semi-tropical nature, reqnip- 
ing protection au J lyiuj; towards the N. pole, are placed in 
the W, miige and winfj; aud aU ludigeuous to countrieB 
lyii^t towards the 8. pole are in the E. range and wing. 

The Centre Building ovRotanda, temperaCure 80°, contains 
a fine variety of the majestic palms, called by Martins the 
princes ot vegetation, and of nliich there are 300 kinds, the 
most prominent being here represented. The most interest- 
ing hi the collection is the palm tree o( Scripture, familiarly 
knon-ti as the dnte palm. Jericho, the. City of Palms, was 
so called from tlie numbers of this tree growing hi its vicin- 
ity. It was recommended to be uaed by the Jews in the 
Feast of Tabc macks. In Arabia, Egypt, and Persia it sup- 
plies almost every want of the inhabitants. The fn:it is 
used for food, the leaves for slielter, the wood for fuel, and 
the sap for spirituous liquor. It matures in 10 year.s and 
then fruits for wLiliu-ifs. bfiuiLi^- fio.u 1 m 300 cwt. at a 
time. Among Itii' Ai-;i!is tin- [nillin dii-l \-. [irrserved fraiu 
year to year, ami iit ihr ■.i-il-ihi ut Mii|iiv-n;ilii>n of 1 lie piwtils 
or female flowers a f.^L^ti.;illril '• Miiiii:iL;r uf il.i> Folms" is 
held. It is a siu;;ulai- bi^lin-ical fuel 
Egypt bore no fruit in the year laOO, 
of the Frencli army in the country, wbicli prevented ttie 
Diial mari'lagc feast. 

tliis portion of tlie Conservatory 

:;o of Japnu and China, Panama 

nar, on, \t lii<'. ioi- i iiiii, sugar, and cradle palms; the 

EhsI IiidiiL l).tni]ji.ii: \\v life lerii, from New Zealand; as- 
trajifU, fjiiiiL .^Liil.iu.i-i-.jr; pcrew pine of Atistraliu, n-lth its 
cork-yiiu- Icjiv, - jtpl ni'ir= In mi'l nlr: Uic dnunmon of 
Ceylon; [iiiii.l'ii'- li.iir fiiii; iiiniiL'". !i <lilii'inus frnit of the 
WecC Iiiill'-: ,iiL<l ImiiiMkl. Unit iii.i-t [-MililK of all plants; 
the y,v\2'j.\ v-\:\' nri'i l■ll,ll,^^l fcni- fioin Aii-i i-iilia, (vi-ry fine 

of thcvoi.i'oniic Lilt.-i' uill'l.,l,.-]nvay llu' |,(i^i >.|''i.t ~yrvfh. 

eighl. <1jv- ^|><■:■r■hl(■■.^ frirui Ir'.-iiiii: ii. 'i'li.' i.'iK.r Aiiw ot 
the roliiiui,, 1^ (i,'M4r.l 111 \\w MMull.-r ii..[n.-:il [.luiii-. 

The E. ramjc, tLUipi'i-.iluiL' uU". am! itiVii/, 4Q-. air ile- 
TOtcd moi* pariieulaiiy to the plants ot the South Se;i Islands, 
KnzU, Capo ol Good Hope, Australia, antl New Holland. 
, TBie principal specimens are the tree fern of New Zealand ; 
the aJoe and tbe CaSrc bread tree from the Cape of Good 
Hope; the India rubber, the passion ftiavjftt,ft\t esiaSff™****- 
Bmzil ; Norfolk Ishind pine ot iLiiSCTBJXa^ owi *A -Owe. Ts»«i 
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beautiful aud largest-trrowiug trees in tlie world; the queen 
plant, or bird of paradise liovver, fi-om its resemblance to the 
plume of that bird ; tlie tutui, or caudle-nut tree, from the 
^Society Islands, tli(» nut being used by the natives for lighting 
their huts: the cofi'ee plant, and several varieties of cactus. 

To the rT. range and toing^ temperature same as E., the 
plants of China and Japan, the East and West Indies, and 
Mexico are assigned. The most notable plants here are the 
<5ycadacesD, of the East Indies, the largest in the country; 
the four-century plant ; the camellia japonica, or Japan rose ; 
the lovel)'^ lily of Cuba; the historic papyrus aniiquorum^ or 
paper plant, of Egj'pt; the tallow and leechee trees of 
<;iiina ; the guava, a delightful fruit of the West Indies ; the 
vanilla of Mexico, the species which furnishes the aromatic 
bean ; the black pepper from the East Indies ; the sugar cane, 
the cheramoj'er, or custard apple, and cassava of the West 
Indies; the sensitive and the humble plants; the American 
a,loe, or century plant, of Mexico ; the camphor tree fi'om 
Japan ; the tea plant ; the papay, an Oriental tree, which lias 
the property of rendering the toughest meat tender; a plant 
of the adansonia digitata^ or monkey bread, which gi'ows on 
the banks of the Senegal, and reaches the enormous circum- 
ference of 100 ft. They are supposed to attain the age of 
5,000 years. They have many uses. Humboldt pronounces 
tliem the oldest organic monuments of our planet. There is 
also a specimen of the carob tree of Palestine, sometimes 
<jalled St. John's bread. Tlie pulp around the seed is sup- 
posed to have been the -wild honey upon which St. John 
fed in the wilderness. There are other interesting speci- 
mens of the vegetable kingdom, including a pleasing variety 
of clhnbing plants. The arrangement of the exotics in the 
Central Conservatory presents the appearance of a miniature 
tropical forest, with its luxuriant growth of tree and vine. 
Until recLMitly the Conservatory was in possession of a speci- 
men of the bohaii upas tree, of which such fabulous stories 
have been told. Each wing of the Conservatory is supplied 
with a fountain. In the W. range is a vase, brought from 
St. Augustine, Florida, and taken from the first house built 
on the North American continent within the present limits 
of the United States. A fine specimen of maiden's hah* fern 
grows in the vase. 

The outside conservatories are generally used for propaga- 
tion. One, however, is specially devoted to camellia japo- 
nica, and another to that curious gi'owth, the orchids or air 
plants. The botanical collection received some valuable con- 
tributions from the expedition of Commodore Perry to Japan. 
T/ie supply is kept up by propagation and purchase, and at 
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fare tnCeiTiUs by scientific or esplorinj; expeditions of 
United St&teH. 

SiiperitUendenis of tJie Botanical ffarden.— 1850-1852, W. 
B. Breckenridge ; 1852, WilUikm B. Smitli. 

HiSTOBY.^l'he dealgu of the projectora ol the city contem- 
plated the location of a. botunicnl ganlcn upon one of the 
extensive reservations wiiich had wen set apart for public 

Purposes. In 1798 there was considerable discussion as to Its 
Kjaticin. A deputation witltedupon tlieCommissioneraot the 
city and ursed the 3. Park of the President's Grounds, but as 
the object was the enjoymeut of the public, it wa? seen lit to 
estabUsh it in its preseut desirable sitimtlon near the Cnpitot. 
Tile topography of the ground, however, was most uiiinvit^ ^ 
Ing. The Tiber flowed aci-oss one end of it, and moat of it 
was low and marshy, and exposed to the ebb and flow of the 
tides in the Potomac There la a tradition that it was the 
early execution ground of the city, and tliat no leas than five 
criminals were hanged there. In 1S22 the Botanical Soeieli/ 
of Washington was ineorporatcd by Cou^ss, The societjv 
prior to its incorporation, through the mdlvidual efforts of 
those Interested in botanical researches and Investigations In 
the District of Columbia, bad prex>ared a full lUt of plants, 
and oaearlyas 1817 had arranged them according to the Lio- 
naean clossiflcatlou aud the more fashionable arrangnient of 
Jussleii. The grounds assigned to the society were the same 
now used by Congress for tliat purpose. Under the anepioes 
of the society the marshy pordoiis were dredged and con- 
verted into a small lake, into whicli the tide continued to ebb 
and flow, A few of the native trees were planted, consisting 
of fine oaks, bnttonwoods. gums and persimmons. The 
only vestige rcDSaining of these primitive efforts at a botan- 
ical garden are two post oaks. After the discontinnanco ot 
the society the garden was used as a deposit for rubbish. In 
1830 the representative management was' assigned to the 
Joint Committee of Congress on the Library. Tlie first 
bulidin^ were then erected, and the office of Superintendent 
created. This post was first filled by W. D. Breckeiirid^, 
who had been horticulturist and botanist to the Wilkes Ex- 
pedition. A systematic coiu^e of improvement was Inau^s^n- 
rated out of the annual appropriations by Congress, tiegiu- 
ning with the filling ot the entire grounds to a depth of o to 
6 ft. 

Liebting of the Oity.— The lighting of the city is entirely 
by private coinpanies. The flrat of these waa tcvMw^Psw&jeA.'N^ 
1848. In thatyear CongreBaTniiAeii.'n*^?wii{rt\as:-tfya.'ft.''St-SSfe 
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for paying lliu Washington Gas Company tor ll„ „ 

Capitol and Capitol GrouudB, to include fistures;"!!*! laying" 
pifM^fromlhe luaiii pipeat tlie Capitol to the foot of lothet. 
W„ on botli b1iU?s of Pt^nnsyivaula av., and for lon lamp- 

Cts and lamps and other neceasnry fistiireB. 'I'iiia wiia the 
t use ot gas it} ttie city. In tlie Ramc year gas waa also 
first introduced into the President's House- It lias since 
grown Into (rencrai use. The Government provides for the 
lighting of all public buildings and grounds, and the District 
tor nv9. and slJi, 

Statues. — The slnlneR in the public parks contribnte 
greatly t« tbe adommoiil iif Ihe capital. A deecription of 
eacii will be found with the grouods in which placed. 




Water Supply.— The water of the city is carried from the 
Gi'(?at Falls of the Potomac, by the Aqueduct, a distance of 
12 ni., to a ZlMriViiiii'iig-Sajenioir, 2 m. fi-omRocii Creek and 
U ni. from tiie Capitol. The daily supplv is 30 million gnUa. 
nud consumption 17 milllou gaUa., or u7 galls, to each pei^ 
son—the lai^st of any dty in the world. The full capacity 
of the Aqueduct is 80 million galls. A description of this 
remarkable work will be found in another part of this IlAMD- 
BOOK. 

In the effluent screen weU at the ijistributmg rcserTOir are 
laidfour4K-hi. niontli-pteces for tlie supply of theclty. Three 
of these are rcilueed in the pipe-rault to 3C-in.. 3')-in.. and 
V2-iii. Leaving thi' vaidt tlirse thrf c raaiiiii nm parallel across 
th>^ pomitey lo a small str.'ani kuowu as Foundry Bmuch. 
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arcli ul J i-in 

niBiQ IS liid 11 I \ I I tno 

of tbe Three 111 I III \ ed 

through two 48 i i 111 pan 

ftcrofls that ^tre iiii i I i I /for 

a horse railway iiid SPLural tiafllc bctwc ii rl tun ot 
Waahmptoii anii Geoigctown At the E end ol the bnJge 
the thive mams aie re'^iuaeil and follnnlag FennA^lviiiiu 
av E . thu 3G-m main laid try Eh< Diacriot eiit ri I -t N 
following It to New Jersey av thpncp hv (Mat tvt in a 
30-in mam to Massachusetts av nil \ il hi u 

20-111 malit tollthet £ , wlieii ii I I'l iii 

niain, laid by the United States (l I < \ \ b 

Petm9>lTaiiiaa\ at the Wash mgt ii < I f !! ii k t 
MasBBchusetta and New Jersiya\-. tn B -t N ml thence 
le contlnitfd in a 2n-m mam thn ugh B st N to 11th st E 
A branch from this mam supplies the Botanical 0<mlen, 
Smitliaonianand ArsenalGrouiid* JhPl'in imni i aid by 
tbeUmteU Stateafrom Rock Creek f II ; il i I Prrm 
sylvama av and htli t F tl en I irf 

ou tlie wavpassLiig irf mi I th C | X 

andlatBt E Dislin -I'm tr 

These mams suj [I5 all thu pubh I 11s 

besides the iaily consumption ol th 1(1 Ih I 1 eh pipes 
for the 1 ill r irt laid at the expense of the Di tricl By law 
the w Iter tatea are regulated to cover the expense of J lylug 
new pipes and keeping old ones iq repair, hut cannot be a 

The total length of Distributing Pipes, Nov., 1873, was 
132,69 m., of which 16.89 were laid by the Washington Aque- 
duct, 10.41 m. by tlie late corporation of Geoi^j^etown, and 
105.3 m. by the City of WaBhJiigton. The pipes are supplied 
with Btop-vsl?es and attaehinents. There are also upwards 
of SOO fire-plugs ; also driolfbig fountains, hydrants, taps, and 
water-services, water-meters, &c. 

A tas of i^ of 1 cent, per square foot is assessed upon all 
property which binds or touches upon any street in wbEcb a 
main water-pipe has been laid. There is also an annual flrC' 
plug tax on all buildings situated within 500 ft. ot any main 
pipe, tlie ownei-s or occupants o( which do not pay an annual 
vater-rate or tax. The annual revenues are about $150,000. 

In founding the capital, it was proposed tn \&!'U'isi 'ft:<ib 
iprin;^ within the city, and ttve "VftieT, "«\iid(i (5o.\i««&- \wa»' 
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the N. The elevation of the source of the latter was 236} 
ft. above tide. Its water was to be carried to the Capitol. 
After also supplying the E. part of the city, the excess was 
to be conducted to the W. front of the Capitol, and form the 
proposed Cascade^ to have a fall of 20 ft. and width of 50 ft. 
into a reservoir below. Thence the water was to be distributed 
into three falls across the W. Park, the Botanical Garden, 
and the Mall. In 1832 one of the earliest efforts in this direc- 
tion was to convey the water of Smith's Sprini^, 2 J miles N". 
of the Capitol and 30 ft. above its base, in pipes to the reser- 
voir in the E. Park, and from thence into the building. The 
surplus was conducted under the building, and feeds the foun- 
tain in the W. Terrace. In 1836 Congress purchased this 
spring and 1 acre of land adjoining, and enclosed it. In 1837 
a scant supply was carried in pipes from the reservoir in the 
E. Park along the N. side of Pennsylvania av. to the Treas- 
ury Department, and subsequently to the General Post Office. 
In 1832 the spring in what is now Franklin Square supplied 
the President's House and ''public offices." It does the same 
now, though the Aqueduct water has also been introduced. 
At the same time a new spring at K and 13th sts. N'W. was 
opened, and carried a supply of 60 gallons a minute to the 
vicinity of F and 13th sts. NW. Also pipes were laid from 
a spring on Kew Jersey av., S. of the Capitol, and from an- 
other just W. of the Navy Yard, which supplied the SE. sec- 
tion of city near the Aaacostia. Over half a century elapsed 
before the Aqueduct was built. 

Fountaiiis. — In the public parks and squares are a number 
of fountains, some of which, though not elaborate in design, 
contribute greatly to the beauty of the city. The largest is 
in the Botanical Garden. There are also line ones I?, and 
E. of the President's House and N. of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. The latter consists of an immense granite urn, in a 
basin of the same material, with side outlets formed of lions' 
heads. In Mount Vernon Place is another, with a bronze 
centre-piece. There are many of smaller dimensions. The 
first public fountain was erected in 1810, by the corporation 
and voluntary subscription, and bore the inscription, "By 
the Mayoralty. Robert Brent, Esq." 

The Harbor. — In front of Washington the Potomac, re- 
leased from the hills above Georgetown, expands into a broad 
lake-like river. 

The Potomac River rises in the Alleghany Mountains, and 
after a course of 400 m. empties into the Chesapeake Bay. 
At its confluence with the bay it is 7J ra. wide, and in front 
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of Washlu^Li It m., willi IS ft, of wat.ei-. The AnacostU 
at its moutli in nearly tis widt.' :is thi> main stream, anil is 
ftiUy an deep. Suit water roaulips to within 50 ra. of the city. 
The average tide at tlii> Navy Yard is 3 (t. 

Tlie Mairboi of Washlnglon consists o( a chaunel extending 
tram GreeuleuTa or Arsenal Point, Che npper point at the 
jnuction of the Anacostia and Fotatnac to the foot ot 17th 
Ht, W,, a distance o( j m., and also a small channel in the 
AoacD^tla. 

The Potomac Channel has an avRrage width ol 400 ft. np 
to Maryland b,v. or Look Bridge, between the depths of 6 ft. 
lit meal) low water, and narrows to 230 ft. at the Ai-seii.il 
Wharf. The greatest depth to the lower wharves atHltli at. 
8W. is n (t., and co Maryland av. 8 ft. Above I.ons Bridge 
this chatinel gradually shoals, and is lost in. the flats ofT 
ITtt. si. 

The Anacoslia Cliantiel has an average width of 360 ft., 
between the depths of 6 ft. on either side, and narrows to 
250 ft. The greatest depth to the Navy Yard Is 14 ft., aud 
1 HI. above is but 6 ft. 

The Harhar of Georijttoion consists of a depression in the 
bed Of the Potomac, lying lietween the town front on the left 
bank and •> small portion o( the right or Virginia bank and 
Analostan Island, near the same bank. This harbor has an 
average width of 800 ft., with an average depth of 25 ft. at 
mean low water. The depth over the bar in the main clinii- 
nel of the Potomac Just below^ this harbor is bnt 10 ft. nt 
mean low water. This depth has been Increased to IS ^. by 
ilredginp. 

The Main Channel, starting at the harbor of Georgetown, 
Fitns between Analostan Island and Easby's Point, the S. end 
o! 27th St. W., along the bank of the river to the W. end of 
Long Bridge, and thence to Geisborou^h, or the lower point 
of the mouth ot the Anaoostia. Off this it Joins the channel 
ol the Anacostia and that from the Potomac fi-ont of Wash- 
ington. Here the three unite, and form the broad channel, 
wMch extends down the main river. The length of the ui^n 
channel from the canal aqueduct nt Greorgetown to deep 
water at Geisborough Point is 4f m. The depth at mean 
high water at the ahoalest place in the Potoman below Waah- 
ington is 22 ft. Between the main channel of the Potomao 
and the shore lying between ITth and !7tii sts. W. lies an 
expansive marsh of about 1,000 a., known as the flats, and. 
mostly covered with a rank growth of wnter^osa. One thiifl 
Is clear at low water, and the remainder is oovered from 1 to 
4 ft. It is stated by the engineers who have made a Euryc^ 
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that these deposits increase yearly as the shores above are 
cleared of forest. 

Wharves and Canal.— The wharves of the cily along the banks of the 
Potomac, at the foot of 17th st. W., are used by wood and sand craft; 7th st. 
W., by steamboats and schooners; and on the Anacostia, W. of the Navy-vard, 
for woodf lumber, coal, stone, sand, and other articles brought to the Washing- 
ton market. During the building of the city, the Acquia Creek stone for the 
Capitol was landed on the banks of the Tiber, about where the Potomac Gar- 
den now stands. The stream was deepened, so that with the aid of the tide flat 
boats could ascend. 

For the convenience of the wood, coal, and sand-boats, and other small craft 
destined for the city, James Cr^^^, which enters the Anacostia immediately E. 
of the Arsenal, in 1875 was dredged to a depth of 8 ft. at low- water mark, and 
widened to 60 ft. as far as Virginia av. at its intersection with S. Capitol st. 
The old Washington CanaL which connected the Anacostia at the foot of ad 
St. E. with the Potomac at the foot of 17th st. W.. commenced in 1791 and fin- 
ished in 1837, has been filled, and a covered sewer built in its place. 

Commerce. — The improving the navigation 0/ the Potomac and the 
construction of a canal to the head-waters of the Ohio, were enterprises co- 
eval with the founding of the capital. Alexandria^ 7 m. below, already en- 
joyed a commerce with the cities and towns on the Chesapeake, along the Atlan- 
tic coast, and the ports of foreign lands. Georgetown^ just above, also had a 
local trade of some importance. The introduction of steatn on the Potomac 
took place shortly after its satisfactory application as a motive power in navi- 
gation. The Washington, Alexandria, and Baltimore Steam-packet Company, 
an earlier corporation, was succeeded by the Washington, Alexandria, and 
Georgetown Steam-packet Company, incorporated in 1829, TYi^ facilities of 
travel on the river and bay, and to points N. by the sea, by sail and steam, 
have at different times since been largely augmented. Merchant vessels belong- 
ing to the customs district of Georget iwn, which includes Washington— 1872^ 
sail 78,2,081 tons; steam 25, 5,084^^ tons; unrigged 309, 18,490^: total 412, 
25,656 tons. There is an extensive home trade on the Potomac River and 
Chesapeake Bay, and by Sea, with the cities on the Atlantic seaboard. The 
dXxtiCX. foreign trade is small, all imported goods being received through other 
ports. 

Harbor Improvement. — In 1872 a board of officers was appointed, under 
an act of Congress, with a view to the improvement of the channel of the river 
and the water fronts of Washington and Georgetown for commercial purposes, 
•and the reclamation of the poisonous marsh opposite the city. The board re- 
ported three plans, that most favored proposing but one channel, of sufficient 
width and depth for all purposes ; a direct continuation of the river at George- 
town, to run along the right bank of the river as far down as Gravelly Point, 
and thence directly toward Geisborough Point on the left bank, joining the 
deep channel of the river at that point, following nearly the present main chan- 
nel of the river, and affording a frontage of 7 m. The channel, 23 feet deep, 
would be of sufficient width to enable the largest vessels to move with ease and 
free from danger of grounding, and also to discharge the heaviest freshets The 
great freshet of about 1852 swelled the river at the old Chain Bridge, just below 
the Little Falls, to a height of 43 feet above mean high water ; at the Aqueduct 
Bridge, 10 ft. ; at the Arsenal, about 3 4-5 m. below, 4^ ft. ; and at Alexandria, 
about 3^ m. still lower down, 2% ft. The width of channel adopted for the 
Anacostia is 600 ft., with a depth of 23 ft. at mean low water at the Navy Yard 
Bridge. For the transhipment of coal from the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 
in front of Georgetown, it is proposed to erect suitable aocks and piers, to be 
continued by lines of bulkhead, including piers, the whole commencing at the 
NE. corner of High and Water sts., Georgetown, and extending along the 
entire Washington front on the Potomac and Anacostia to the outer end of the 
N. abutment of Anacostia Bridge. 

With these improvements Long Bridge would be reconstructed, with spans of 

not less than 200 ft., and a pivot-draw, with two openings of not less than 160 ft. 

clear in each, the bridge to be constructed for railroad and ordinary travel. The 

estimated co«!t of the whole work is $6,000,000; or less expensive materials, 

f4fOoo,ooo. hand reclaimed, 1023 a. : time to complete, a, vrs. 



Eitenaionof the Oity. — LongBridg;e,to the water £ront, to 
be depignaied Railroad Avenue, would be Inid out in a road- 
way 200 ft, wide, with apace (or rail-tracks in the centre and 
a carriageway on either ade. The irregular spa^e between 
Maryland av. continued to the water, Uailroad av., and the 
bulkhead, including sti-eets, 44 a., with 4 piers, to be re- 
served lor railroad Ii-eight depots and workahopE. Tlie Mall 
would be extended W. to proposed Potomac av., would give 
an a^regate length of 2yV m,, and would form a munifi- 
cent triple avenue, sweeping away in front of the W. la- 
M.de of the Capitol, by the side of whieii woidd tower tlie 
Waahingtoti Monument, and along which could lie erected 
statues and monuments to the memory of the great men of 
the Republic. The general system of streets and avenues 
would be extended over the reclaimed ground outside of the 
Government reservations, 454 a„ with the exception of Rail- 
road av., now Long Bridge and Potomac av., 200 ft. wide, to 
run the enUre length inside the bulkhead, Tlie street, 100 ft. 
wide inside the bulkheads, on the Anacoatia front, cilii'd by 
the name of that stream, would run from the Arsenal to the 
Navy-yaixl. 

BridgeB, — The*^ are no fine bridges across tlie Potomac or 
Anacoatia connecting Washington with the opposite shore. 
At the beginning ol tlie present century there were four 
bridges: ooe across the Potomac iuto Vh-ginia, and tiiree 
aei-ossthe Anacostia; all owned by private companies. Tlicre 
are now the Long Bridge acrosa the Potoraiie, ivliich is also 
used for a railway, and the Navy Yard and Bi'uning'B, or the 
Upper Bridge, across the Anacostia. The Baltimore and 
Potomac Railroad Bridge also crosses the Anacostla above 
the Navy-yard. 

lu 1809 a pile bridge, 1 m, long, with a draw on the E. and 
W. ends, was in use across the Potomac. The SW, end vi^ 
destroyed in 1814, by order of the Government, during the 
presence of a foreign enemy. It was restored in 1816. In 
1832 tiio Govenimont purchased it and buUt a new one, wlilcli 
was destroyed by ice in 1836. It was restored in 1838, In 
1850 it was proposed to build an iron or stone arched bridge, 
but after plans were submitted the matter dropped. The 
railroad portion of the present Potomac bridge was built in 
1873. The entire structure consists of a way for vehicles 
and pedestrians and for the track of the Washington and 
Aleyaiidi'ia Railroad, Near the Washington end is a small 
drair over the E, channel. From this point a causeway crosses 
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^4* marshes of the riverco the Vh^iuiachauni;], which issur- 
mounteil bya wooden strnctiii-e, ivitla a (Jrawaiiflloieoi, to ad- 
mit of Che pasaiige of the largfat vessels. It w-as by tliia bridge 
that most ol Ihi; vast armies 6( Che United States marched into 
Viririnia during the relwllion, 18Gl-'05. 

Tbft N&vy Yard Bridge across Clie Anaoostia, from tbe 
the foot of 11 St. E., to IJnionCown or East Washington, 
Biipplanteil a wooden structure, built in 1819. Ic woa over 
this bridge that Booth escaped after the assassination of 
President Lincoln. 

Thcoew Wrought IrOD Tnus Bridge, erected imder act of Congreu, June 
I". '871. "'»' opened June iB/^CDSt, Ji,6^o. Hfli horicinlal lop and bol- 

Cirrk, Rreitt'a Co."ph«nljv.™Wim.TiiV™ fl?1^ i'rMdwiy" u It. 
wide, and twe llde W3lt.> e:ich ^ fl. widt.-; ipLi,-. loah.uchi one draw ipan jfifi^ 

above is the £■!■''■ ■ ■ ■■■ Hnilroad Bridire. 

The Chain Bn ■ I'-inmaeat tlie LiCtle FaUs, 

4 m. above WasIiiiiLi"ii. < "Hii -rw-v:^ Uic District of Columbia 
andTli^inia, was bmli; beioi-e loll, ,iud was a chain Buspeo- 
sion brid^. This iiiimu lui» always bi:eii rt'toined, tliough 
Mveral sci'uccures — tlie la-st ;) Howe truss britln;e, partly car- 
ried away in 1870 — haue since been demolished by ice gorges 
and freshets, which rise to 40 ft. Tlie present wrought>irou 
trosa bridge was ordered by Coiin:reaa ia 1872, btdlt by Clark, 
Reeves & Co., PhteniKville, Peniia., waa erected and opened 
In 1874. It ia 1,350 ft. long, 20 ft. wide, 2S ft. high, and lias 8 
spans, from IGO to 170 ft. each. The floor iieams are IQ-ra. 
rolled h«i); planliing, it-in.M'oi'th Carolina Plue; staada 30 
ft. over the main channel, and cost 8100,000, The bridge 
reata on the old stone piers, raised 18 in., and iafree. It is a 
Tery fine structure, and the country ai-oimd ia wild and ro- 
nantjc and ia well worthy of a visit. It ia also viaible from 
the aqueduct road. 

The otiicr hrid)|;es within the Distriet are Benninrfa, a 
wooden Btructure, J m. above the Navy Yard, and the Aque- 
dtut of the Alexandria Canal at Georgetown. 

Communication between Waahington and Georgetown 
across Roci; Creek ia maintained by three bridges. The 
Ftimsylcania-av. Bridge is a fine iron atruetui-e, oonsistlog 
of an arch of 200 feet, formed by two 4S-ln pipes, uaed to con- 
vey the aqneduct water into the city, and upon which rests 
the roadway. The M and P-tt. Bridges arc also aoperlor 
Bpectmens ot bridge architecture. The Jamea Creelt Canal, 
'n the 'SE. parts of Che city, la spanned by iron and stone 
bridgea. In the county atone culverts are used over natmr' 
watercoui-aes. ^ 
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Street Bailways. —Since 1862, when first incorporated, these 
popular modes of city conveyance have been greatly extended. 
Two lines cross the city E/to W. and two N. to S., and from 
Pennsylvania av. on 15th st., opposite the NE. angle of the 
Treasury N., to the Boundary on 14th st. W., and another 
from the same point to the E . Boundary. New enterprises of 
this character are laid out or in course of completion. There 
are 4o m. of st. railway in the two cities and District, estimated 
on the basis of a single track. [See General Information,] 

Bailroads. — ^The capital is accessible by railway from all 
parts of the United States. Previous to the establishment of 
railways, the Grovernment patronized the opening of wagon- 
roads and canals to carry all trade centering at the District 
into tlie city. A through road of communication across the 
Alleghenies was fostered and carried to completion. In 1828 
Congress authorized the railroad company incorporated by 
the State of Maryland to build a road from Baltimore to Wash- 
ington, to enter the District and city ; Congress merely re- 
taining Jurisdiction of the soil. This was the first effort to 
establish railway communication witk the National Capital. 
A lateral branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad into 
Washington was authorized in 1831. By 1841 there were 
two trains, daily, each way, between Washington and Balti- 
taore — time, 2J hours. The incorporation of the Washing- 
ton and Alexandria in 1854, and the lateral branches of the 
Baltimore and Potomac in 1867, together with the extensions 
of the Baltimore and Ohio, have connected the National Cap- 
ital with the railroad systems of the E., JST., W., and S. [See 
General Information,] 

Telegraphs.— In 1843 Congress appropriated $30,000, to be 
expended under the Secretary of the Treasury, for testing the 
capacity and usefulness of the system of electro-magnetic tele- 
graphs invented by Samuel F. B. Morse, of New York, for the 
use of the Government of the United States. In 1845 the line 
was completed between Washington and Baltimore. In 1846 
Congress ordered that the proceeds of the line be placed in 
the Treasurj'^ of the United States for the benefit of the Post 
Office Department, in the same manner as revenues from post- 
ages. From this beginning the present extensive system oi 
telegraphic communication began. The various lines are now 
owned by private corporations. The telegraph is now the 
principal means of conveying intelligence respecting the op- 
erations of the Government to the people of the country 
throuo^h the newspapers. [See General Information,] 



SECTION III. 
PDBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 



HISTOKICAL EEmOSPECT. 

viHE Legislative and EsecuCive bnmcheB of the 
Government occupy buildings erected expressly 
' for their ncoommoclatlon. The co-ordinate, or Judl- 
I clnl branch, la yet without a structure ol its own, 
I thouf!;h such provision lor its accommodation was 
originally contemplated. The Capito! is devoted 
to the purposes ol Con^p^ss, and affords limited facilitieB 
lor the sessions and liiisiuess of the Snpreme Court ol the 
United States and Court of Claims. The Executive, with 
its various departments, occupies a number of bulldingB. 
The public edifices used for these purposes are uot only 
attntctive la arohitectm-e, but arc immense in proportions, 
and practically without limit in durability. They are all 
boilt ol the best qoaitties of granite, marble, or freestone, 
with interior finish of hricit, iron, and ftlass. In comparison 
with the buildings of other Governments, used strictly for 
ffovemraental purposes, tlieyare without an equal, and mofo 
frequently witliout a rival. 

The buudings occupied by the executive ofBces are desig- 
nated according- to the nature of the executive busineestiana- 
aoted in them. For instance, tjie Treasury Department cen- 
tos thevarioiiBolBces under the direction of tlie Secretary of 
the Ti-easury. Tiiere is one exception, however : the buildhig 
occupied by tiie Department of Ibe Interior, which is known 
as the Patent OIHcp, it having been erected to serve for the 
display of models. The Patent Office proper is but a bureau 
of tlie Department of the Intei'ior. 

The increase of the Government busiuesa and the inad- 
equate accommodations attbrded by the pubiic buildmgs, 
.oomroodSouB as they are, has necessitated. In a number of 
caws, the purchase or renting of private buildings in differeaC 
parts of the city. 
The Department ol Juetlce ocKv\^\ftft ftve m-^v^' -^iSvqisw 
55 
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the Freedmen's Bank building. Winder's building, origi- 
nally erected for a hotel, now owned by the Grovernment, is 
used by several of the bureaus of the War Department. A 
number of the bui-eaus of the other executive offices are 
similarly provided for. 

The first edifices built for tlie accommodation of the exeo- 
utive offices were the War Office, 450 ft. SW., and the Treas- 
ury, on a corresponding site SE. of the President's House; 
the former before and the latter after 1800. Both faced S. 
The War Office, now the Navy Department, was later trans- 
ferred to the new building on the N. In 1818 Congress au- 
thorized the erection of two new buildings N. of those then 
standing. These were completed during the administration 
of President Monroe. The four structures were tlien desig- 
nated according to their location with respect to the Presi- 
dent's House; tliat is, the NE., SE., NW., and SW. Execu- 
tive Buildings — respectively State, Treasury, War, and Navy 
Departments. The site of tlie first two is now occupied by 
the Treasury Department. The War and Navy Departments 
are still standing, but will shortly be removed, to make room 
for the new State, War, and Navy Department now build- 
ing. The first building, designed by George Hadfield, Archi- 
tect of the Capitol, formed the models for all. They were 
brick, originally 2 stories high, 120 to 160 ft. front, 60 ft. deep, 
and ""O ft. high, with a freestone basement and Ionic portico. 
The} were subsequently raised and otherwise modified. It 
was <jriginally intended to have a passage between them and 
the President's House, but this was abandoned. The SE. 
building, or Treasury Department, was destroyed by fire in 
March, 1833. It then occupied temporary quarters on Penn- 
sylvania av. In 1836 the erection of a new Treasury Depart- 
ment, more suitable in design and dimensions, was com- 
menced on the site of the old. Before the business of the 
Grovernment became so great, all the offices were accom- 
modated in the four buildings. The Patent Bureau then oc- 
cupied rooms in the NE., the Attorney Grcneral's Office and 
Indian Bureau in the NW., and the General Land Office in 
the SE. Executive Buildings. 



THE CAPITOL. 

The Capitol of the United States (open every day^ except 

Sunday) stands on the W. brow of the plateau which forms 

the E. portion of the city. It may be reached from the more 

populous sections by street cars. Pennsylvania av., from 
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^ :towu. Icada to une of the gates at the loot of tba blU,' 
below the W. entrance. Froin the President's Moiiac, by 
Peunsylvaui»i av., the diatauee to the Citpltol is IJ m., ~~'' 
the same trom the moat remote of the piliielpnl hotclB. 
street cars pass in frout ol or close by nil the hotels. 
Straet Gara.- 

Sireel Cars, from the W., I _ 

und by a br.ineh trach from S. I 

SE. angle of the 8. Estc■n^ilPll, o<?L-iipicii i<y iiic iioiisu or 
Representatives. Stranger-' f-liniiKI hr •■jiiiful io inKi' :l i'a.r 
tor the Capitol. Those nmrkiil "Xiiw 'i":]iil" rMii uiihhia 
short dlBtauce of the same puin: , Tlii.'-i' ■>!. ihc -nnv Um- for 
the Baltimore and OliioBB. liciini i\i>liI(I li:ui' llnui mi llie 
N. line oltliegrotiiids. mid some dititanci- imin llii' iji^iMin^'. 
The Metropolitan, or Fsi C'uj'S, by a bi'anch ti'ack, hind ])iia- 
eengers on the plateau at the NE. nnjjle ot the N. oz- StLitite 
Extenaion. Stmogera sbonld be cui'efnl to take a cai- tor the 
"""'""' ■" - ......... .-- tlieE.paitsot tliecityon 

Site,— TbeCapitolocc pipsvery earlytleeent Itl plot 
ol the city, there be 2 2 sts E s % a 21 

stB, 8. On a strii^l til I f N \ E 

it stands about J m. to a e 

Dome which snrmo nts t e 

air, is visible tor mile a. o d 

point in the Disti1i.t Frou j. h 

may 'be seen rolling h Us bro 1 .il > it 1 s II eE 
fflfade ol the builtffng looks o t upon the espa si e plain ol 
Capitol Hill, with a baLk^io nl of bea titul elevations, 
th<He on the ri^ht bp ng beyo d the AuaLoat a the N 
across a bvoad {ntwrv ni, vallpy to th wofd 1 clina- 

t^lls of the city ; tl e S down pon the lo v j, n s j, d 
sparsely settled port o s of tl e city itl t) e broa P o n ic 
' and Anaeostia mingl ufr th r n at r> the d st ne Vf 

I a 1 
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ids, and the wooded summit ol University Squari', with 
the shining domesoftlie Observatory and Georgetown Heights 
beyond. 

Approaches. — Broad avs. and sts., II in niLmber, ti-om 130 
tolBOtt. wide, radiate trom the OapItAl and constitute its up- 
proachBH as follows: E. front — to the NE. Maryland av., to 
the SE. Pennsylvania av., and t« the E. E. Capitol at.; W. 
Cront—to the NW. Pennsylvania av., to the SW. MaK^lais!i 
«v., and to the W, lie the Botat^csi GatiiaQ. Mifl. "*»&•,■&■ 
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fi-ont — NE. Delaware av., NW. New Jersey av., ito the N. 
N. Capitol St. ; S. front— to the SE. New Jersey av., to the 
SW. Delaware av., and to the S. S. Capitol st. 

The Grounds. — The grounds surroundin*^ the Capitol, en- 
larged in 1872-'3, by the purchase of squai-es 687 and 688, for 
$684,199.15, respectively in the N. E. and S. E. angles form 
a parallelogram 1,800 ft. E. and W. and 1,250 ft. N. and S., 
containing 51 J a. The Capitol occupies the centre, and with 
its massive porticos, broad steps and blockings, towering 
dome and columns, pilasters, entablatures, with architrave, 
frieze, and cornice, pediment and balustrade, is one of the 
most imposing structures hi the world. 

In 1874, Congress, for the first time, took steps towards a 
creditable improvement of these grounds. A topographical 
survey was made, and Fred. Law Olmstead of New York, 
landscape architect, authorized to furnish plans. On June 
23, 1874, $200,000 were appropriated to be expended under 
the direction of the architect of the Capitol. Mr. Olmstead, 
charged with the execution of the plans, was aided by John 
A. Partridge, engineer in charge, and Greo. Kent Radford, 
consulting engineer. 

The general features of the improvements are the continua- 
tion of East Capitol st., to connet with a h\'02i6. paved carriage 
courts (Neuchatel pavement,) 300 ft. wide in front of the cen- 
tral portico. On either side is an undulating space of oval 
shape. On that portion facing the building is a seat with 
blue stone plinth, and base, Seneca back and blue stone coping 
and cap. The seat is divided into 8 spaces by piers of blue 
stone and Seneca, 3 ft. 4 in. Iiigh, surmounted by bronze 
lamps 12 ft. high. In front is laid a patent Mosaic ^awemcw< 
in colors. 

In front of the central portico stands 6 lamp piers 13 ft. 
3 in. high, blue stone base, with red sand stone band, and 
above, blue stone and polished Passamaquoddy (red) granite, 
in alternate courses, surmounted by bronze lampposts^ 12 ft. 
high, designed by Thomas Wisedeli, of N. Y., cast by Janes, 
of N. Y., 1874. In the rear, on either side of tlie main 
avenue, is a flower casket^ base 40 by 30 ft., of blue stone 
and granite, and surmounted by a bronze vase, from wliich 
rises a spray fountain. Around each casket is a pavement 
similar to that in front of the seat. 

The plans yet to be acted upon for the West Par/c contem- 
plate a terrace 50 ft. wide, with supporting walls 10 ft. high. 
Opposite the central western portico an imposing double 
flight of steps will descend to a terraced walk, 40 ft. wide 
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and 1,000 ft. long, terminating in beautiful pavilions. Op- 
posite the main steps is another descent to the three main 
diverging foot-ways. 

From the various converging avenues drives and foot ap- 
proaches lead into the grounds through appropriate entrances^ 
to the carriage court and parte cocheres. At the Pennsylva- 
nia and Maryland avenue foot approaches, on the west, will 
be large fountains. In the northeastern space is the Sumner 
heecK so called in consideration of the Senator's admiration. 

In front of the ci-ntnil western projection of the portico is 
an oval basin^ (78,827 galls.,) which receives the w^ater from a 
wliite and blue marble fountain near by, erected in 1834, and 
fed from a covered reservoir under the carriage court at the 
head of the main avenue, East Park, supplied from Smith's 
Spring, IJ m. N". of the Capitol, just NE. of Howard Uni- 
versity, and purchased in 1832. In this basin, in 1814, stood 
the Naval Monument to the memory of the oflScei-s who fell 
in the Tripolitan war, 1804, now stands in the U. S. Naval 
Academy grounds at Annapolis, Md. 

In the E. Park is the colossal statue of George Washington^ 
"the father of his country," by Horatio Greenoniiii, of Mass., 
ordered by Congress, 1832, for the Rotunda of rhe Capitol, 
made in Florence, Italy, was 8 years in completion, weighs 
12 tons, if erect would be 12 ft. high, and cost, including 
sculptor's work, freight, removals, and attendant expenses, 
:$44,000; of this $5,000 were for transportation from the 
Washington navy yard to the Rotunda, about 1 m. The large 
size of the statue has occasioned considerable embarrassment. 
It was designed by Congress that it should be suitable to the 
interior of the Capitol. It was found entirely out of propor- 
tion there. Its final resting place is yet a matter of doubt. 

In the figure^ the right hand points to heaven, and the left, advanced, holds a 
Roman short sword, the handle presented. Over the right arm and lower parts of 
the body falls a mantVe. The seat is ornamented with acanthus leaves and garlands 
of fiotvers. The carvings in the back admits of a view of the back of the statue. A 
small figure of Columbus rests against the left arm of the seat, and of an ladian 
against the right. In basso relievo on the right of the seat is represented Phxton in 
his car, drawn by fieet steeds, allegorically, the rising sun, and the crest of the arms 
of the United States. On the left are represented N. and S. America, as the infant 
Hercules strangling the serpent, and Iphiclus on the ground shrinking from the con- 
test. The back of the seat bears the inscription, *■*■ Simulacrum istud ad magnum 
Libertatis exemplum nee sine ipsa duraturum. HORATIUS Grbbnough, Faciabat. 
(This statue is for a great example of Liberty, nor without Liberty will the exam- 
ple endure. Horatio Greenough, Sculptor.) The pedestal is 12 ft. high, and of 
solid blocks of New England granite. The inscriptions are: S. face, **. First in 
Peace;" N., " First in War; " W., " First in the hearts of his Countrymen." A 
better efifect for the statute, and particularly softening its necessarily coarse liaes, 
would be secured by elevating the pedestal to a height of at least 25 ft. 

In 1840 a United States frigate was despatched by Congress to bring the statue to 

the United States. The hatches, however, were not sufficiently large to admit it 

into the hold. A merchant ship, the Sea, was chartered and altered to accommo- 

-date the univjeldly mass. In 1 841 it arrived and was placed in the rotunda of the 




The coiifigaralion of the iiniuediate emloence upon which 
tbe Capitol elands hett been matenntly chunked iind beciuti- 
flefl by the hand of art. 'I'hc oi'iglnnl slopes linve been mod- 
Ufcdbyterraces and slopes fallinfjfothp level of [he divergent 
AvenueB. There is also an enlarf^d line til p — ^ ■""- 
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bradn^ tbe acqiiUitiaii!^ of adUltioniLl j^imcl. Outside of 
this rune a paved footwdk, wit.li heavy gmiiiCL' curbing, with 
handeome lamp-posts, on tlie line of the thoroughfare. The 
bounilary Btreets are also paved and liRtited. 

Qeneral DaBoription.— The Capitol ot the United States, 
as now completed, is iiiiiinesCionubly tJm iiue&t and largest 
building ol tlie klud uii the faci: ol the earth, and does credit 
to the skill ol the architects and the taste ol the nation. 
In durability ol structure and costliim^s of mat^>rial it Is also 
superior to any other. The gi-eat edifices of the Old World 
are accuinulatiDns ol a number of ceutmlee. The Capitol 
of the United States is the stupendous work of less than 
a ahigle century. The elevated seat, fprmed hy nature and 
art, npon which the Capitol stands, is 89i ft. above ordinary 
low tide iu the Potomac, 1 mile distant, and is admirably 
adapted to the display of its vast proportions and arcliitecture. 
Tbe entire length ot the building is 751 ft., and the greacuxC 
depth, the breadth of the wings, 3'ii ft., inuhnling the porticos 
andetepB. The^round-DJancoversatMutSJaci-ee. Thestruc- 
ture in detail consists of a main baildiiig and tao exiensiontt 
with connecting corridors. The main or catlral buildmg, is 
352 ft. in length, and, exclusive of Che W. projection, 131^ 
ft. deep, with an E. centr^ cohmnaded vortieo 160 ft. wide, 
emisiating of rows of monolithic Corintfdan columns, 24 in 
number and 30 ft. high, exclusive of pedestals. The portico 
is elevated on a rustic basement, surmounted by an enriched 
entablature and pediment, tlio latterSOft. braid. Over this 
rises an attic story, surmounted by the Ihime. Ki5 ft. iu diam- 
eter. In the rear and on either side of thi^ main pnj'il''o tlie 
edifice rests on a basement to correspond witii timt ot the 
portico. Above tliis rises the oi-der, two stones hi height, 
with pilasters, an entablature, frieze, and stii'monnting bal- 
ustrade, carried out in the same arcliltectural desij^n. It is 
proposed, at some future day, to take down this portico, and 
estend the front ot the central building E., to bring it at 
least on a line with the E. front of the two extensions, so as 
to perfect the architectural group. Between the original 
building and each of the extensions, which He at the N. and 
S. ends of the building, is a connecting corridor of 44 ft. in 
length and 58 ft. depth, with lour fluted columns on either 
front. Each extension has a. front of 143 ft. facing the E. 
and W., and depth of 239 ft. along the N. and S, fafades. 
The latter Is exclusive of tbe porticos and steps on the E., 
which correspond with the main biulding. 

The fayades of each extension are embellished with portl- 
cos on three, sides, those on the E. consisting of 23 fluted 
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monolitlilo coliimiii, in tivo rows, N. and S., aud 10 on the 
TV, ends, tlie column* facing tUe N. and S. respectively coo- 
stitutlns tbe N. and S. fronts of the building. Tlic porticos 
of the N. and S. facades are 123 ft. front. 

The W. front ot the main buildlnt presents a central pro- 
jection of 83 It, by 160 ft. front, with a rcceased colonnade 
100 ft. in extent, consisting of 10 coupled columns, elevuted 
on a mstic basement, as tbe E. front, and rlsinj;, witli its en- 
tablature and balustrade, to the roof, enrmounteO by u pan- 
eled screen or attic. Tlie rest of the W. (i-ont ia the same 
as tbe E. There are no steps on tlie TV. front of tlie main 
bnildiu^, itbeingentered from the npperteiTaee. The exten- 
sions stAnd on a fonndatlon of granite, raised about 4 ft. on 
aJl sides; tlie basement or ground floor ia reached by granite 
steps: On the E, frifude are three broad flights ot steps, 
whicli lead to the coninientfment; of the order. Beneath the 
basement is a sub-l>asi.mi:'nt, visible only and accessible on 
the ontside from the casemal.ed terrace on the W. 

The material employed in tlie central bnilding first erected 
la freestone, irom tlie Government quarries at Aqnia Creek, 
about 40 m. below the city, purchased hy the Commissioners 
in 1791. This is painted, in order to conform In ^eDcnil ap- 
pearance with the wings, which are built of white marble, 
from Lee, Slassachusetts. The marble columns of the exten- 
sions are from the quarries at Cockej'sville, Maryland, about 
30 m. N. of Baltimore. 

The appropriations made by Congress from 1800 to date 
for the erection, repitlr, and preservation of the Capitol 
amount to 813,000,000, 

The Dome. — Out of the centre of the main building rises 
^^ great Dortif of the Cap iVoi, designed by Walter, andwiildi 
replaced a sm.iller one removed in 1856. It ia of the foUow- 
In^dlmensions ; 

Exterior Height— above the base line ot the E. fafade of the 
Capitol to the top of the lantern, 288 ft.; above the W. gate 
■ of the park, 360 ft.; above the balustrade of the building. 218 
It.; statue ot Freedam on tlie apex, 10 j ft. Total tieight from 
base line to crest of iitatiie of Freedom, 3071ft. Total height 
above low tide in the Potomac, 397 ft. Diametej-. 135* ft. 

The Dome rests on an oetagftnal base or alylobaie, S3 ft. 
above the basement floor, and as it leaves the top line of the 
bnilding condats ot a. peristyle, 124 ft. in diameter, of 30 iron 
fitited columns, 27 ft. %;h, and weighing 6 tons each. Above 
this is a balustrade. From the entablature of the peristyle 
to ihe attic ia 44 ft. Above the balustrade begins the domi- 
cal covering. The apex is snrmoimted by h, (aivtcv-fi.A^^-'^'t*- 
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diameter and fiO ft. high, aurroiiiideil by a perktyle, 
crowned by the hroaze Statue of Freedom. Just below the 
lantern is a balustrade around the crowning platform. The 
outer domical ehell is piei-ced with glazed openings for the 
admisBion oflight. ItkthelanteruiHflrefiectingtomp, lighted 
by electricity, and used only when either or botli Houses ol 
Congress are eitthig at night. This light is visible from all 
parts of the city. 
The Statue of Freedom, by Crawford, 1885, whicii suiv 
monnts tlie lantei-n of the Dome, rep- 
rewnts Ihe fignre of a female, the r. 
hand ri.>j1in^oii the hilt of a slieatbed 
eworfi ; tlie 1. on a shield, and holding 
a (iTeath. The crest of the helmet con- 
sists of aiL eagle's beak, embellished 
whli plumes of feathers. This bead- 
gear -was not the conception of the 
artist, but an after-suggestion. The 
original model represented a simple 
head-band, encircled with stars. The 
drapery of the figure is botii chaste and 
k fetrikine. Over an Inner garb is a fur- 
f red robe, tastefully adjusted over the 
fc 1. shoulder and falling over the 1. arm ; 
P at the waist it Is gathered in loose folds, 
and held by a bi-oocb, bearing the let- 
ters U. 8. The attitude of the statQc 
exhibits in a stnking degree the beauty 
of feminine grace with decision. The 
statue is 1^ ft, high, and the weight of 
bronze 14,eSJ lbs., or 6 tons (2,240 lbs.) 
and 1,S45 lbs. It was cast at Clark 
Mils' foundry at Bladensburg, 5 m. 
NE. of Washington, and cost $23,796. The statue stands on 
a bronze capping tor the Dome, representing; a globe, with 
ail eneircliog zone, upon which are the words "■£! Plvribus 
Uwim." The weight of iron used in the Dome is 8,009,200 
lbs., or 3,.'i75 tons (2,240) 1,200 lbs. The Dome stands upon 
a substruction of masonry, which forms the foundation of the 
outside walls, and also upon 40 interior columns, which sup- 
port lieavy arciies, upon which rests the pavement of the 
Rotunda. The easting and erecting of the iron work of the 
immense stmctiu^ was done by Janes, Beebe & Co., New 
York. There are two smaller domes and a number oi lan- 
terns and skylights. The roofot the entire buUdlng is co^ 
ered with copper. 




The following are tlid dimensions of the tliree greatest 
domes ol Europe : 

St. Peter's, Rome, tvom the pavement to the base ol the 
lanteru, 405 ft. ; to the top ol th« cross outside, 458 It. ; ex- 
terior rtiiimeter of tlie cupola, 195J ft. ; interior, 139 It. St. 
Paul's, Loudon, England, to tlie top of the cross, 404 ft. ; 
diameter. 112 ft. :dotel des IiiviiliUes, Paris, France, over 
the Tomb of Napoleop, 323 ft. 

It will be seen tliat the Dome of the Capitol of the United 
United States raiilis fifth tti height aod fourth in diameter- 
Tha dome of the Cathedral of S.t. Isaac, at St. Petersburg, the 
Nn^tional Church of Bussia, is 333 ft, ia iieight, and is also a 
magnificent structure, built of iron and bronze. 

PortioM, — ^I'he E. lujade of the Capitol ia broken by tliree 
grand porticos, reached by broad flights of steps, and from 
wiiich open the three principal doorways. Beneath each of 
these poiticos are nmasive vaulted carriageways to the base- 
ment entraucea, the centre one of which opens into the Crypt. 
The mam Portico, 160 ft, in length, consists of 24 monolithic 
ooluiuns, 30 ft. high. Oa the tympanum of the pediment Is 
an allegorical group in cxUo relievo, by Persico, an Italian, 
representing the Oeitius of America. The principal figure, 
repreaenting America, is of semi-colossal size, and standing 
ou a broad unadorned pliuth, liolding in her hand a poised 
shield, with U. S. A. emblazoned in the centre of a my of 
glory. The shield, which is oval, represents an ornam-ntoil 
altar, in theceutreof which la a wreath of oali leaves, in &cu«a 
relieno, encircling July 4, 1778. In the rear of the flours rests 
a broad spear, and at lief feet an eagle, with parQy-spreaU 
win^^. The bead of the figure is crowned with a star, and 
liiohuestowardsthe figure of "Hope," who is addressing her. 
The rigiit arm of "Hope" is raised, and tile left rests on the 
stock of an anchor, the hand grasping part of the drapery. 
The Genius of America, in reply to Hope, who is recounting 
the glory of the nation, points to tiie figure on the other side, 
whiok I'cprescntj Juatico, with eyes uplifted, and holding ia 
the right hand a partly-unrolled scroll, on which is inscribed 
"CcnistitutioLiof the United States," and in the left tlic scales. 
Justice lias neither bandage nor sword, ivprescnting that 
American justice judges iotelligently. The embieniatlc char- 
acter of tlie group suggests that, liowever Hope may flatter, 
all prosperity should Ik founded in public riglit and tlie pres- 
ervation of the Constitution. The c:k:eciitIon of the work is 
Gscelleut, but cannot be entirely appreciated from its mised 
iKisition. All the figures are cut in sandstone, and 7i ft, in 
helglit. Tlie scidptor at first contemplated ^v'wv?, -oici^* 
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nudity to tlic group, bat boiug persuaded that it wss is 
trory to the seiitlment of the people of theUnitcd States, w 
to ttkc Other estreme. The asceut to this portico is by au im- 
posing flight of fracstoiiB steps, flank<:d on vithei- side by mas- 
sive bi«ttre9Bcs. On the S. buttress stands a scmt-colwuaLl 
group of statuary by Perslco, an Italian, 1846, representing 
tlio Discovery of America, In n flguru of Columbus, holding 
«lofC a Etnoll globe, on the top of which is inscritKcl Americti 
At liis ^(le crouches an astonished and awe-£tricl>eu Indian 
mMden. Th« group consumed 5 years in execntioo, and 
coEt 924,000. It is said that tlie armor is true to a rivet, hav- 
ing been copied from a suit lu the palace of the descendants 
of the discoverer at Genoa. The coiTespouding ^itp on 
tlie N, buttress, by Greenough, 1843, represents the Fint Set- 
tlemeni ofAjnerica, consisting of Ave fij^ires : a hunter rescu- 
ing a woman and child from the murderoos Indian, wlille by 
the side is a faithful dog. Tlie work consumed about 12 
years in execution, and cost $24,000. It is of Servazza ma:^ 
ble. Persioo was first designated to make this group. In tiie 
Dlohes on the r. and I. of the great Bronze Door, openinginto 
the Rotunda, are the colO!<sal statues of Peace and War, both 
by Persleo, 1832. Peace is represented by the GJotldess Oerea, 
a gentle maiden, with loose flotving robes and sandals. In 
her r. liand she bears fruit, and her 1. an oUve branch. War 
is represented by Mars, a stem warrior, attired in Roman 
toga, belt, and tunic, with helmet and sandals. The tunlo 
bears the symbols of hia victims. The statues are of the 
finest quality of Cararra marble, each 9 ft. in height, were 
C years in eicecution, and cost 912,000 apiece. Both are fine 
specimeos of ai't. Over the Bi-onze Door Is a basso relievo by 
Capellano, 1827, representing Fame and Peace In the act of 
placing a laurel wreath upon the hrawof Washington. In 
panels on either side are bundles of radiating arrows, with 
surroundings of leaves. 

The. E. Portico ol the NorOi or Senate Ei^tensioniM re&ahtid 
by a broad Sight of 46 marble steps, broken by 4 landings, 
and flanked by massive ebeek-blocks, carrying out the design 
of the central Portico. This portico me.tsures 143 ft,, and is 
adorned by a double row of monolithic Corinthian coitimus, 
.22 in all, 30 ft. high, exclusive ot base, and is surmounted 
by a pediment o( 73 ft. span. Tlie group of figures on the 
Tympanum, by ThomiLs Criiwford, symboUnes tlie Progress 
of Civilization in the United Stales. The centre figure repre- 
8entH America, with the rising sun in the biicl^gi-ound. On 
her r. are figures of War auil Commerce, Youth and Educa- 
tion, Mechanics and Agriculture. On her I. the Pioneer, the 
Utintei; ai>6 the Aboriginal Race. The latter is represented 
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by iin Iiidlau itiid fqiciw. with ilu iiilaiit in ber amix, 
by a ftUecl gravo, typical «1 fliu ilcwtlenoe of the red 
Tills RTOiip. onlereiliii 18S2. was ont hy It.ilLiTis, out of Aiiier- 
Icati mnrlilH from Mn^urliii^tts, aii<1 tHi^'t 64ii,S>oa. 

The E. Portico oftUe &'DH(/*or*'^fouse" Extentioit, in arcW- 
tpctnral desist), (limcneioi)^. a.iid material, is tlie Game as 
that of tlie N. Extension. Tlie [mrtico is withont Blatiimry 
ursciilptiuvO embeUishment; yet, witli Its beautiful mai'bic 
colimina supporting the eiitablatiii'e and eonnountlng' pedi- 
ment, it ia grand in its nnde proportioiiK, 

Tlie W. ^^atli', tlie central projection anti extensions, anil 
tlie N. and 8. facus of tlie bnlltling, are docoraled with col- 
onnade?, of beaiitifnl propoitloiiH, and sni'mounted by balus- 
trades, all ill harmony with Che porticos on the E. 

n Bronze Door. — The great Bronze Door, desigiu'd and 
— modeled in Rome, in 1858, by 

Ratiilolph RogcTa, and cast In 
bronze in Municli hi 1860 by F. 
V. Miller, iUla the main dooi>- 
way, from the grand Portico 
' to the Rotunda. The leaves 
valves of the door, which is 
double, Bta&d iu a supeibly en- 
riched casitig, also of bronze, 
and, opened, fold bacl< into suit- 
ably fitted jambs. The entire 
height is 19 ft ; width, 9 ft.; 
■e^hB 20,000 lbs, and eoBt jas,- 
)0. Each leaf is divided Into 
8 panels, in addition to the 
transom-panel under the arch. 
Each of these contains a com- 
plete scene, in a^ioj-eiimo. Tiie 
bacl; of the door is finished with 
simple star in the centre of 
each panel, correspond Ini; with 
tlie front. A plain molding re- 
lieTea the blank space of each. 
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The events portrayed on the door constitute the principal 
events in the Life op Columbus and the Discovery op 
America, with an ornate enrichment of emblematic de- 
signs. On the key of the arch of the casing is a Head of 
Columbus; a very excellent piece of facial execution. On 
the sides of the casing are four admirable typical statuettes, 
placed in niches at the top and bottom of the door, and 
arranged chronologically: A, Asia; B, Africa; C, Europe; 
D, America. The rest of the casing is embellished with a 
running border of ancient armor, banners, and heraldic de- 
signs ; and at the bottom, on either side, an anchor — all in 
basso relievo^ and emblematic of Navigation and Conquest. 
On the frame of each leaf of the door, set in niches, are six- 
teen statuettes of the patrons and contemporaries of Colum- 
bus. They are given as nearly as possible in the order of the 
importance of their association with the promulgation and 
execution of his theory, or in the extension of the range of 
geographical exploration inaugurated by him. The first 8 
figures are associated in pairs when the doors are closed; 
when opened, they are divided, but should be examined in 
the order of the references. 

1. Alexander VI, Roderigo Lenzoli Borgia, a native of Spain, Pope of Rome 
1491-1503. 

2. Pedro Gonzales de Mendoza, Archbishop of Toledo, and Grand Cardinal of 
Spain, a man of great influence at court, and early patron of Columbus. 

3. Ferdinand, King of Spain, royal patron of the undertaking of Columbus. 

4. Isabella, Queen of Spain, and royal patroness of Columbus. 

5. Charles Vltl, King of France, an enlightened monarch and friend to the cause 
of discovery. 

6. Lady Beatriz de Bobadilla, Marchioness of Moya, and friend of Columbus. It 
is said that the likeness is of Mrs. Rogers, wife to the sculptor. 

7. John II, King of Portugal, the monarch who rejected the proposals of Colum- 
bus. 

8. Henry VII, King of England, appealed toby Bartholomew Columbus on behalf 
of his brother; meantime the discovery was accomplished under the auspices of 
Spain. 

9. Juan Perez de Marchena, prior of the Convent of La Rabida, and friend to 
Columbus. 

10. Martin Alonzo Pinzon, commander of the Pinta, the second vessel in the first 
fleet across the ocean. 

11. Hernando Cortez, early compaaion of Columbus, and conqueror of Mexico. 

12. Bartholomew Columbus, brother to Christopher, advocate of his theory at the 
court of Henry VII, and first Adelentado of Hispaniola. It is said that the likenesr 
is of the sculptor. 

13. Alonzo dc Ojeda, a companion of Columbus in his first voyage of discovery, 
and one of the most daring of his contemporaries. 

14. Vasco Nunez de Balboa, discoverer of the Pacific Ocean from the Isthmus of 
Darien. 

15. Amerigo Vespucci, one of the earlier discoverers of the main land of America, 
author of the first account of the New World, and from whom the continent takes its 
name. 

16. Francisco Pizarro, conqueror of Peru. 



'VbepaneU illustrate [ii alio relievo the leading events In tlrt 
career of Columbus, begijiniug at the lower panel of tiie r. or 
8. leaf of tbe door. 



.796, when the Spiniirdi loll Ih til hoy on Uic JUaiid, ibty wac if mo.cd id Hiiiot 
Between the fianelg are a series of heads, representing the 
hUtoiianaof the voyages of Columbus and hisfollowere. That 
above the lower or NV panel of the door is Woihinglon Irving, 
and In the corresponding position opposite W. ff. Prtacott. 

Botnnda, — From the central Portico, passing through the 
great Bronze Door, the visitor Btands under the lott7 canopy 
ol the Rotunda, The height from pavement to canopy U 
l&O ft.. Hiid diameter 96 ft. The circuit of the aides is di- 
vided into eigiit panels, separated by massive Boman pilas- 
tf IS, supporting an entablature ornaineDted with wreaths of 

door, or < li'ii!'... >;.,li',. I .<bi)L and LaS3le,eiecutedbyCapeUaiiaiiiid 

Cbucili I. ....,or(lcroiliB«;,coitvrilhiiirtaIh-woric J9.S0O. 

Ov.'i aie iji^i, rWiiToi, cosl $3,500 each. 

IVe'u />■-[' i!.' lU ...i,!;t>ic Lifcaf'OlplaJnSpitl'h, Capcllano, iB",^" 
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CAI'ITOL IMEJUOR. 
The domical ceiliiig, viewed from the pavement o! tlie 
BctuniJa consists ot an inner eheJl, over which Is the nios- 
Bive iron covering ol the Dome. 'I'lie canopy atanJs at a 
heip:ht of 180 ft. ahove the pavement, and measures tiSJ ft. 
in dameler, and 21 ft. perpend icnlar heigtit. The canopy is 
oraaraented with a variety of fignren in freBoo, comhintng 
allegory and history, executed by C. Brumidi. The central 
gronp, which occupies the apex ol the ceiling, represents a 
aeificatinn of Washington, the Father of American Liberty. 
OnLIar.isFreedom.audon his 1. Victory. In the foreground 
are 13 female fibres, representing the original States of 
the Americitn Union. These figures form a crown and snp- 
port a band, npoo wliich are the appropriate words E Plmi- 
bus Unum. TUc figures begin with New Hampsliire, on the 
i. ol Victory, and follow in semi-eircular procession, accord- ■ 
Ing to tlieir geographical order. The di'apery, decoration, 
and coloring arc designed to indicate the products and situa- 
tion of the States represented. Around the base of the can- 
opy, wbicti measures about 204 ft., arc G emblematic groups, 
designed as an allegory of the Eevolution, 177S-'83, These 
groups begin at the W. 

wJiK Tynnny md Prtdlcrafti a mjiltd Midi" -linlr ■tniEEling lo uphold ih= 

Amcrio, WMrini > «d Cap of Ubtriy, tHtniog mt r lo Cti« the mulcry rfi piit 
cTboiMi iinchef lo a tafa. Flora )i ealScilng HMto. and Pomona bean a baikn 



These fivaaoee ouvttr 5,000 sq. 
lets, liglited by electricity, Ulumm 



by MiBern, the ( 






Hnndreda of gas- 

_^ _„ — . . . JOt only the canop.v. 

but the entire interior of tile Dome. 

These frescoes were ordered in 1864, and coat 850,000, of 
which $39,000 was paid for compensation of tlie artist and a.s- 
i. and the balarice for materials. 



fUIaCU'AL fifOKY. 

3. Weat Door of the Kotundu, leading to the « 



5 Eind 6. Library of the TTnited States^O^an evay day, 
Sundaya excepted, from Q a. m.to 4 p. m.; during aastong of 
Congresg till how of aifjournmenl.) 

Tiie Library Salta occupy the principal floor ot the entire 
W, projection o( the Capitol, consisting ol a connecting cen- 
tral halt, 81 J ft. long, 34 ft. wide, and 38 ft, high, completed 
in 1853, witli two wingaou the N, iinil S., each 03 ft. long, 29i 
ft. wide, and 38 ft, high, finished in 1865. The interior was 
designed by Mr. Wnlter, Architect of the Capitol, who com- 
pleted the ceutral library, and the win^ were carried oat by 
Mr. Clark, Iiis sueeesMr, at a totiil cost of 8380.000. The cen- 
tral library consists o( 12 deep recesses, or alcoves, surmount- 
ed by 2 upper tiers of eases, with pillyries anil corridors, all of 
iron. The liall is ligliled by whidows in the alcoves and by 
skylights fitted in the iron frame-work of the roof, and traoft- 
mltted through the ceiling. This consists of iron frome-work 
supported upon massive foliated iron brackets, each wei.TSi- 
ing2,000 lbs. The alcoves and shelves are embellished with 
pilastered and paneled fronts, painted a soft buff color and 
artistically glided. The book-shelves are also of iron, and 
covered with leather. Thefloora.nreof tessellated black-and- 
wliite marble. The wings are of the same design as the cen- 
tral liall. The former have 4 tiers ol shelves instead of 3. Heat 
«nd veticUation arc supplied from the Senate and House ap- 
paratus, 200 It. distant, on either side. The iron-work waa 
manufactured In New York, and transported in pieces. It 
ia tlie only completely fire-proof library in the world. The 
library halls aftbrd accommodation for 172,000 voliunes, and 
withthe attic and law library 210,000. The additional space 
i-equired lias been in part supplied by temporary wooden 
Bhcives ranged along the galleries. 

It is proposed to erect a suitable building in the angle ol 
the E. Park of the Capitol, to be specially devoted to the JB" 
poses of Che Library of the United States. " 
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The Library of Congress now numbers upwards of 315,000 bound volumes, 
and 100,000 pamphlets, besides manuscripts. The annual increase is about 
12 ,000 volumes. There are sixteen libraries in Europe containing a greater 
number of volumes. The Library of Congress is the largest in the United 
States. Each House of Congress has a documentary library of its own, com- 
prising all official documents published unaer their own authority. 

A fine view of the city nxay be had from the western portico. (See map of 
city for points of interest.) 

Under the Rules o/the Library the privilege of taking books out is accorded 
by divers statutes. All persons 16 years and upwards can call for books to be 
used in the Hall. 

T\\\s national collection 0/ books YiAS many distinctive features. It is rich 
in books, pamphlets, journals, manuscripts, and maps relating to the history 
and topography of America. It is only approximated in this particular by 
the library in the British Museum in London. Among the rare works are two 
great folios, written on vellum, with numerous illuminations by hand, executed 
with the utmost care in the 13th century ; a constitution of Pope Clement V., of 
Rome, 1467, by Peter Schoeffer at Mentz ; a copy of Eliot's Indian Bible ; 300 
early atlases and maps, some unpublished, of the American continent ; a large 
number of incunabula, or books printed during the infancy of the art, by the 
most distinguished early printers, representing every year from 1467 to 1500; 48 
folio volumes of historical autographs of great rarity and interest. 

Librarians of Conjg^ress. — Clerks of the House 0/ Representatives : 1802- 
1807, John Beckley, of Va.; 1807-1815, Patrick Magruder. of Md. Librarians: 
1815-1820, George Watter&on, D. C-; i829-i86i, John S. Meehan, N Y.; 1861- 
1864, John G. Stephenson, Ind.; 1864, Ainsworth R. Spofford, Ohio. 

History.— The Library of Congress was founded under act of April 24, 1800. 
John Randolph, of Roanoke, of the new committee on the Library, on Dec. 
18, 1801, reported upon the needs of the Library, and on January 26^ 1802, 
Congress passed an act placing it on a permanent footing. The first collection 
comprised about 3,000 volumes. From this time various sums from $450 to 
$12,000 per annum have been appropriated by Congress for purchases. In the 
burningof the Capitol by the British in 1814, the Library was destroyed. On 
September 21, 1814, Thomas Jefferson tendered the sale of his library of 6,700 
volumes. It was purchased by Congress for $23,950. The collection contained 
many rare works gathered in Europe. In 1824 the Library was transferred 
from its temporary quarters over the present offices of the Clerk of the Su- 
preme Court, to the present main hall. On Dec. 24, 1851, the Library then 
numbering 55,Goo was destroyed by fire, occasioned by a defective flue. About 
35,000 volumes were burned. Amongst the works of art destroyed were Stuart's 
paintings of the first five Presidents, and originals of Columbus and Peyton 
Randolph. In 1852 Congress appropriated $157,500 to refit the hall, which led 
to the present elegant accommodations. In 1866 the Smithsonian Library^ 
consisting of 40,000 volumes, embracing the largest assemblage of the trans- 
actions of scientific and learned societies in the world, was transferred to the 
Library. In 1867 the Peter Force Collection of books, manuscripts, maps and 
papers relating to American history, the most complete extant, was purchased 
for $100,000. 

On July 8, 1870, the copyright business of the United States was placed under 
the Librarian of Congress, subject to the joint committee on the Library. Two 
copies of the best edition of every book copyrighted must be deposited. 

The Law Branch of the Library of Congress (see number 44 Plan of Base- 
ment Story) was not regularly e.stablished until the act of 1832. The Librarian 
of Congress was placed in charge. The Justices of the Supreme Court were to 
have free access to the Library, and to make rules and regulations for its proper 
custody and management, but not in conflict with the same for the government 
of the Library of C )ngress. All appropriation;;, about $2,000 per annum, are 
expended by the Librarian of C )ngress, under the directionof the Chief Justice. 
The Library now numbers about 50.003 volumes, and is the largest and most 
mJu.ible in the United States. In i8»8 it was assigned to its present quarters. 



Zand 8, Store-rooma toi the Library 
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CENTHE BUILDING— ISfOETH WINS. 

9, Nortli Door of the Batonda.— On the left ot tlie passnge 
are the indieatora and ke>/s wliicli operate the wires tor lights 
iti°: the Rotunda. (See 11.) Ttiis passage l^ads into — 

10. VestifaiilG, of an elliptical shape, and hi imitation of a 
Sreek temple, containing a peristyle, supported on au arched 
subBtnictioD. The capitals ot the pull's aii^ornntneutecl with 
^e leaf and flower of the tobacco plant, ~L!g)it is admitted 
thi-oueh a cupola In the small eiirmonntliitc dome. The latter 
is broken by caissons, cnrichefl by the tobacco blossom. 

U, Ascent of Dome.— At the head ot the first flight on 
the r. Is the entrance to the batteri/ and ehiMi: gat-Ughting 
apparatus. (See Attto 8TOBT, 3, 4, and 5.) Ketiirnine and 
continumg the ascent, an opportunity is alVortled of studying 
the mechanisBi of the immense structure overhead. A smaU 
door at the top ol an intricate Hight of steps opens between 
the inner and outer gIicIIb. On the inside Is a niiigi! of arches, 
affording a view of the rotunda andcauopy. A short ilisUince 
dbove a doorway opens imder an IniposIuffperistjleof'Ji; iron 
columns. TlienextdooropensuponabafuBti'adeubove. The 
last ascent is by an abi-upt flight of steps over the inner sliell, 
which leads to the platform immediately beneath the canopy. 
This point affords a closer view of Brnmidi'a allegory, a de- 
scription ol wliich will be found elsewhere. This platform 
makes a flne whispeiing gallery. Another flight of steps 
leads to the crowniiig pmuonn, from which the most exten- 
sive view of the city may be had. 

Fanoromk View of the Oity — With the aeslstauce of the 
■naps of the city and District, the stranger will be able to ao- 
nuaint himself with the most prominent features in the view. 
Looking toH'ui-ds the E., on the 1. Is the Asylum tor the Deitt 
and Dumb, and on the r., beyond tlie Anacostia, the Asylum 
tor the Insane. On the S. may be Seen the Anacostia uniting 
with the broad current ot the Potomac. On the point are the 
buildingsoftheAriKnal, and? m. below, on theopposite shore, 
Alexandria. Opposite Georgetown is Ai'lington House, with 
Fort Whipple on the r. In thft W. is the official quarler of 
Oiecity. The buLdiuffon thehill,at theheadof New Jersey 
av., is the Howard University ; and the wliiCe towi?r in the dis- 
taace, on the line ol E. Capitol st., is the Soldiers' Home. 
The railroad which leaves tlie city on the N. is tlic Baltimore 
and Ohio— the r. branch tor Baltimore, and the 1. for Point of 
Eocks and the W. The ixiad S. of the Capitol Is the Balti- 
more and Potomac, also for the N. and W., running Ivi >is«-- 
nection witli the FennsylvaniA OeaVvaX. "i\\ft "TJcfct. ^L-ttet 
folloivs the basin of the vaUey oti tte IS , 
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12. Vestibule of the Supreme Court. — A door from the ves- 
tibule, of Greek design, opens into a second vestibule, from 
which, on the right or east, opens the main entrance to the 
Supreme Court. Opposite is a prostyle of Potomac marble. 

13. Supreme Court United States — ( Open to visitors every 
daVy except Sunday,) The apartment occupied by this tribu- 
nal, foiTnerly the Senate Chamber, is semi-circular, with a 
rather flat dome, enriched with square caissons in stucco, and 
circular apertures to admit light. The chamber is 75 ft . great- 
est length or diameter, 45 ft. greatest width, and 45 ft. high. 
On the E. side a screen of Grecian Ionic columns of breccia^ 
or variegated Potomac marble, with capitals of white Italian 
marble, modeled after those of the Temple of Minerva, pol- 
ished, extends along the back of the range of seats of the 
Justices. These columns, with the entablature, support a 
gaUery. The seats of the Justices ^re raised several feet 
above the floor, and are ranged behind a low screen, which 
answei3 the purpose of desks. The Chief Justice occupies 
the centre seat. The oflScers of the court have desks at either 
end and at the foot of the Justices' platform. The floor is 
beautifully carpeted, and tables and chairs are placed within 
the bar for the accommodation of those having cases before 
the court. Outside the rail are seats for visitors. 

Against the west wall are marble consols supporting 6us£s of the departed 



Chief yu^tices :—'^o\ixy Jay, by John Frazee, i8^i, $400; John kutledgCf by A. 
Gait, 1857, $800; Oliver Ellsworth, by Hezekiah Atigur, 18^4, $400 ; John 
Marshall, by John Frazee, 1836, J500 ; Roger B. Taney, (after Rhinehart) 



A. L. St. Gaudens, 1876, $700 ; Salmon P. Chase, (from a mask taken in 
1857) ^ • ^« Jones, 1875, $1000. 

It was designed in the original plan of the city to erect a separate building 
for the uses of the Judiciary, and for that purpose Judiciary Square was set 
apart. Nothing however was done. In February, 1801, the Supreme Court 
ot the United States was assigned to the room immediately below that now oc- 
cupied by it. The present apartment was occupied in December, i860. 

The times for holding the sessions of the Supreme Court have been subjected 
to frequent changes by statutes since 1789. The annual session now com- 
mences on the second Monday of Octooer in each year. The adjournment 
usually takes place in May following. The daily sessions are from 12 noon 
to 4 p. m. The Justices ^ wearing their judicial robes, enter from the N. door 
of the chamber, and are formally announced by the Marshal or deputy. The 
people in the room rise and remain standing till the Justices are seated. The 
opening of the court is then proclaimed by a proper officer. 

When the court-room was occupied by the innate the President's chair stood 
in a niche in the screen of columns, and was raised on a platform. In front 
and lower were the desks of the Secretary and Chief Clerk, The entablature 
of the screen supported a gallery, in front of which was another, following 
the circle of the room, and supported by iron columns, with bronzed 
caps, surmounted by a gilt iron balustrade. Against tne wall over the E. gal- 
lery was a fine painting of Washington, by Charles Wilson Peale, richly 
framed ancl draped. The President's chair standing on the line of the diame- 
tcrof the circle^ formed the centre of the radiating aisles, between which, in 




iBoo, John Jbv.N. v.; iBoi, John Manhall.Va. : iBiS.RogciaTanei 
1864, Salmon F.ChUE, Ohio; 1S74, MairiionR.WilA. Ohis. 



The ivAici^ry.—ThejM^icialfincrr atlhc United SlBM. by ihe ihirdir- 



. nf'ror^ 



14. Robing Boom. — In thU apartment the Cliiet Justice of 
the S«preme Court and ble AMOclatea attire themselves in 
their court robes, in which thev sit on the supreme iMiicli. 

On the wiUi art ponniBuf Chitr JuMicc.Jrfin Jay, by H=nty P«=r 
lopi*ofn^y<S=d^ti. LU D.'.'^i'nlver.ityofEdinl.iiish, confctted on him. 
l'^??ai5!p™micJlotSiirjmii?^CKa>tbf ih«''bHro"Ncwyork,h'y*hi..B 
<I wai beonealhed, 1B71, id ihc Supreme Court afUiE United Staia. K. B. 
Taney, by J. G. P. Uealy. i3s3|>3ai, cakcD fmn liFc, Bjlh yeai. prevniea 

Fvom the Robing Room thi; Juaticea, iLi tiieir judicial robes, 
at the liour of meeting o( the court, cross the corrldoi-, aiicl, 
passing through the 

15, JuBtioes' Passage and Entrance, enter the SiiiJi'L-nie 
Court Room, when' they are propei'ly imnoimceil hy the 
Marshal or his deputy. 

16, 17, and 18. Offloeaoftbe Qlerk of the Supreme Ooartol 
the United States. The entrance li Irom the vestibule, (12.1 
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In the Clerk's Office (16) are portraits of Gabriel Duval, of 
Maryland, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, 1811-1836, and WiUiam Thomas Carroll; of 
the District of Columbia, Clerk of the Supreme Comt of the 
United States, 1827-1863. 

19 Steps to the Basement and Orypt. , (See Basement story,) 

20. Marshal's Office of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

21. Steps to the Senate Library. (See Nos. 6, 7, and 8, 
Attic Stor}'.) 

22. Oorridor connecting the main or old Capitol building 
with the Senate Extension. The main door to the floor of 
the Senate Chamba^ is directly opposite. The cornice is ar- 
tistically executed and the panel of the ceilhig is formed by 
a fasces border in stucco. Walls tinted. 

NORTH OR SENA rE EXTENSION. 

23. Southern Oorridor. — Connects the eastern (24) and west- 
ern (25) corridors, which lead to the rear of the Senate Cham- 
ber, the Reception Room and Lobby, and to the ^rand stair- 
cases to the attic story and Galleries. This corridor has a 
vaulted ceiling consisting of three circular arches, with in- 
tervening bands and groined arches, which, together with 
the walls, are chastely decorated in stucco and tinted. At 
the eastern end, in the recess formed by the line of windows 
on the Senate side of the corridor, is a bust, in marble, of 
lioger Brooke Taney,, of Mar3'^land, Chief Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, 1836-1864. At the west- 
ern end of the corridor is the Senate office of tlie Official 
T'elegraph^ built in 1873, by G. C. Maynard, under an act of 
Congress, and connecting the Capitol, the Government Print- 
ing Office, and the Executive Departments, and to extend to 
all the isolated Government offices in the city. The wires 
are carried from the building across the Capitol grounds by 
means of a subterranean cable, in order not to mar the pros- 
pect. 

24. Eastern Oorridor leads to the Eastern Grand Staircase, 
(28,) Senate Vestibule, (30,) and Reception Room (34.) Over- 
head, at the foot of the first, the ceiling is formed of panels 
ol nch wJ)ite marble. Walls tinted. 

^5 Western GorridoTf to the AVesteru GrvawOi "^X.^Cwc-a.'^vi, 
/tf-l^i^^^ ^/Zf^-e*', and Lobby. At the loot ot X\\^ lovm^v.oN^Y- 
^^' /^ \v/ilte marble paneliu"-. The vest. oit\\^ c^Wwv^x.' 
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28. EaEtem Q-nuid Stairoase— -This leads to the LsJiuH', 
Senators' Family, and Diplomatic Galleriea. Tlils ma};iiiH- 
cent staircase is made o( highly-polished Teuiies^e marble. 
The columua have bronze capitals. The ascent fram tlie 
main floor U by a broai] flight ol 18 steps, which divide at tlie 
first timding-, the rest of the BBcent being by a double fliirht 
of IS gteps. Overhead la a 3taiued-^la«s skylight, set in an 
iroii frame. suiTonutled by an troii casing o£ treliis work, rest- 
ing on a heavy cornice ol marble. At the foot of the steps. 
in It iiiehe, stands the Eemi-heroic statue of Franklin, the 
philosopher, in marble, by Hiram Powera, 1862, JL0,O(M). 
Against the E. wall, over the first landing, is the painting ol 
Perry's Victory over the British on Lalie Erie, September 
10, 1813, by Powell, of Ohio, 1873, cost »25,non. The paint- 
ing represents the Commoiloi'e tranafeviliig bis flag from the 
Idwreuce, which had been disabled, to the Niagara. In the 
Imal are the Commodore, with liis little brother, and a crew 
of brave seamen. The perilons voyage lasted fifteen minutes, 
during which time the EngUsli commander concentrated his 
fire upon the party. When they readied the Niagara, the 
oars were shattered, and the little boat bore nnmerous evi- 
dences of the proximity of the emeny's shot. When Perry 
holsteJ lil,4 pennant on the Nitigsra, the American fleet was 
inspired with new coniBge, and by a prompt movement broke 
tile British line and won the day. The battle took place near 
Put4ii Bay. Perry was but twenty-seven years of age when 
hegained tliisslgnal victory. This painting has been severely 
criticised. It is a copy from one on a smaller scale, by tlie 
BameartisC, in the State HonstiatColnmbiis, Ohio. The best 
view ol this painting Is from the balnstmde at the top of the 
staircase. A double 9lair« -.ly, wlili'li niilt'-s Lit the Ih-st land- 
ing below, leiids beneath ili'' ;ii' liiii -iipporL iuul miisslve 
blocking of the npperstaii'L'ii-i> in ihc Im-i iiinpii, A bifantiful 
stained-glass window, at Ui^- ln-.u! >■!' i]w. .^enoiid descent, 
admits liglit. These ginind sHiiiiwisrs, of ivhioh there are 
lour, two in the Noi-th or Senate, and the same hi correspond- 
ing position In the Sonth or House Extensions of the Capitol, 
lead to the attic story and galleries, an(laTCTOftQ'asj,s>L>s.^H*s^ 
beantifid festiiresol the Cap\\o\. KlwW i«wsviiCvawo^ *^g^ 
with their jwiLutiiigs and staUmv^ , -n\\\ t*. *»'*5'<^^^i^^ 
proper places. TKe iloov \mn\i:*»Ae\^ \je^«.ftS.^'o» -M 
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> tliu Senate vestibule, in the Taein entn 



the floor ia supported by enrich- 
ed bracliets. The ortiameuta- 
tioii cniiaists of scroll-work and 
acanthus, with the cotton-boll, 
^ maize, p^pes, and enCw[nins 
" vines. The upper panel of each 
valve contains a star, Burroiind- 
«d by a wreath ol oak leaves, and 
acta as a ventilator. In the foot 
~ panel of eacli leal are figures, 
typical of Peace and War, The 
door is 14j ft, high and 0} ft. 
wide, with two leuvt's, weighs 

- 14,000 lbs., and was cast by 
James T. AracB, at Chicopce, 
MasF!. The total cost was t6,- 
000 for model and 450,435 for 

- casting. It was put up in 1868. 
The ii'maindcr of the doot 
Is divJile'l into (i panels, in 
whicli, in alio rdievo, arc rep- 

-J resciiited ovi^iil.s coimected^tb 
SESiir- mosii Dooa. the revoliitiouaiy struggle, the 

establishment of the Government, and the foundation of tbe 
Capitol. The panels containing liistoricAl enbjects, in chro- 
nological succession, begin at the top of the left Ttilve ot the 
door, as follows : 

I. Biuio of BujTkcr HIU and Dulh •>! W.rfM, June, 1775- 

Jl. B«ilcDf Monmaolh, Juno. i77B,«Bil Rtbutafcf Cneni Lee, who raediiiiM 



.©. 
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Above tlie ilijor, renting oa a cap supported b;; masBive 
bracketB, are two reclining famale figures, in American mar- 
ble by Crawford, representing Justice and Ewtary. Both 
recline agaiuHt a globe, the former supporting a volume 
bearing the wor^ " Justice, Law, and Order," and has a 
pair of scales lying by her aide. The latter holds a scroll, 
inscribed " History, July, 1776." On either side of the 
door, in the beautiful marble wall, is a niche, ready to re- 
vive appropriate statues. 

30. Sen&te VeBtibnle,— This door opens iuto a vesHbuCe con 
sLstin^jof a colonnade of 16 fluted marble columns, wlthcapi- 
tals of acanthiu and tobacco leaves. The columns are disposed 
In couple^ and equally divided on either aide with correspoud- 
ing ptiaatera. Thu celling is composed ot massive blocks ol 
highly-polished marbk-, ranged so us to form panels, three of 
^lidi are provided with stained jrlass for the admission of 
light. The walls are acagUola imitation of Sieiiiia marble, 
and are broken at suitable Intei'Vals into niclies, witli bases of 
Tennessee marble. The floor is tesselated in wiilte and blue 
marble. At the opposite end of tliis vestibule is a smaller 
one, leadiug to the lioor of the Senate Chamber. The doors 
are of bird's-eye maple, with bronze euiichmeuts, and set 
in bronze frames. 

31. Official Beporters' Boom, used by the reportei'? of Che 
debates and proceedings of the Senati.'. The ceiling is fres- 
coed in the Pompeiati style of decoration. 

32. Senate Post Office ^Thls beautiful apartment is ele- 
gantly fitted with cases and other conveniences for tlie recep- 
tion and distribution of the Senate mails. Tliis i-oom was 
originally intended for the Library of tlie Senate, and was 
decorated with that view. The vaulted ceiling is embelUahed 
with frescoes by Brumldi, the principal pieces representing 
History, Geography, Physics, and the Telegrapli. Three 
allegorical flgures support a tasteful centre-piece, from which 
drops a clumdelicr. The walls are finished In oil and gilt. 

33i Sergeant-at-Anna' Boom. — On the wahs Eire lour aile- 
goricaL d^gns in b<iisito relievo: that oa tbu £. tepireaeiViJig, 
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Dissolution or Secession, illustrated in the breaking of the 
fasces or bundle of rods, while on the one side lies cotton, 
and on the other corn, the rival products of the opposing 
sections of the country. On the S. is the same figure as War, 
with the engines of strife. On the W. the bundle of rods 
are again united, with tlie motto E Pluribus Unum and an 
eagle. On the N. the implements of war are being destroyed 
and exchanged for those of peace. 

34. Senate Eeception Eoom.— The vestibule opens into the 
Senate Reception Boom, a brilliant salon about 60 ft. long, 
with a vaulted ceiling divided into two arches, that on the j^. 
being groined, and is divided into four sections, in which are 
allegorical figures in fresco: N., Liberty; S., Plenty; W., 
War; E., Peace. The S. half of the ceiling consists of a cir- 
cular arch, broken by deep caissons, arranged in concentric 
circles. The fresco in the centre represents youthful figures 
in a vignette of clouds. Outside the circle are allegorical fig- 
ures in fresco : NE., Prudence; SE., Justice; SW., Temper- 
ance; NW., Strength. All these frescoes were executed by 
Brumidi, in 1856. The ceiling is heavily gilded throughout, 
and from it is suspended a fine cliandelier. The walls are 
finished in tint, and enriched with stucco and gilt. They are 
divided into five panels, with medallion centres for portraits 
of illustrious citizens. Each medallion is surrounded by 
wreaths, and is surmounted by an eagle. The base of the 
walls is scagliola, in imitation of Potomac and Tennessee 
marbles. Under the arch in the S. wall is a well-executed 
centre-piece in oil, by Brumidi, representing Washington in 
consultation with Jefferson, his Secretary of State, and Ham- 
ilton, Secretary of the Treasury. On either side is a medal- 
lion yet unfilled. In the N. wall of this magnificent apart- 
ment, between the windows, is a mirror. The fioor is of 
encaustic tiles, finely laid, and with a beautifully-wrought 
star as a centre-piece. The room is furnished in rosewood, 
with damask and lace curtains. In winter the floor is richly 
carpeted. The mantel is a beautiful specimen of workman- 
ship. 

35, Bronze Staircases, formed of entwining vines and foliage, 
relieved with eagles, deer, and cupids. A similar staircase 
occupies a corresponding place on the W. side of the lobby. 
These, including two connecting with the lobby of the Hall 
oi Representatives in the S. Extension, cost nearly $22,500. 
They are elaborate and artistic specimewa oi bronze work. 
a/yr/ in a part of the buiJding too dark to euaYAe Uwivt vwvivWi^ 
IV., ^"^^-f ^^PPf'f^oJated, They vverp mau\ \laGtv\YeA\ \>v kv^\w.T ., 
^^^'^^cr ^ Miskey, of Philadelphia Baudiiv, art\%t,\%^%-'^^. 
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36. Vioe Presidenfg Eoom.— The flonr on thB r. within Ui& 
Lobby opens Into the room of tlie President of thn Semite, 
generally known as tile Vice PresidaiVa Boom. It Is a well- 
furnUheil apitHmeiit, widli plain atnccoeii ceilings and tinted 
walls. Ill this room is tlie original of Rembrandt Peale^s 
painting <{f Washington, fiBm life, pnrcliaaed by tlio Senat* 
ill 1832 for 42,000. PermisBlon to ent«r may bi- obtained 
fi-oni the Freatdent of the Senate. When uot iu use, visitors 
miky be ailmifted thronjjh the coartesy of the Sergeant-at- 
Arms oi' one of the ilooi'-keepera. 

37. Senate Lobby .^During the seiions of the Senate ad- 
missions to tlie Scnale LfMiijQaxi only be obtained through a 
Senator. This, linwvi'r. is niit Iti stiint accordance with the 
rules of the boily. WIhh Ihr^ S-nate is not in session, the 
Lobby is open to {\w \,\th\\r. rii(> Lobby is avaiilted pas- 
SBge, with gilt paii' I- ami i-miyii'i'. A chandelier maltes Up- 
the ileficieiiey i>t il^iylinlii. On tlie 1. are two dooi-s, leading 
to the Dooi' of the HeiiLilp Chamber. 

38 Tba Senate Ohamber.— This nnqiieationably magnificent 
apartment occupies tlie centre of the priiidpiil lioor of the N. 
E.vtciisiou. It has an entrance for Senators frora cnrridora 
o tlieE S a dW and ti o from tl e ' bbyo lleN Tl 
ocoi p on of tl a C amb o a b n o a of 
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Oiithe.i^oorof theChamberai- 

aisles (IJYerge (ram the Fresidenfs " desk'' like radii, from a 
centre. Tlio desks are airanj^d In concentric semi-circlea 
lacing the N"., with an Iron railing investing the whole. The 
desks are madi; of the finest quality of ntahojjfany, and the 
majority n-cre in use in the old Senate Chamber. These 
weie made a half century ago. 

The President's desk occupies a raised plaUorm or daiB. 
At his back Is a deep niche, and in front a broad desk, upon 
which lies the gavel when the body is in session. Immedi- 
ately below, on eitlier side, are the SPats of the Sergeant-at- 
Arms r., and Doorkeeper 1. At the desk in (rout, com- 
mencing on tlie 1., are the seats of the Secretary of the Senate, 
Legislative Clerk, Chief Clerk, and lUnnte Clerk, in the order 
given. Thu two seats on the floor in front and ateitherend' 
are for the official reiioi-tcrs. 'i'licw; i]i'sl;s are of mahogany, 
inl;eepinfrwiththBrcs^t<.r[],.' im nl'iif .i (he Hall. 

The .^oor is raised nbuiii :''■■,■■• ', .linir semi-circle 
■of dcsK.=, and h piei-ced ll^ ' . i,iilitaliira, reg- 

nlatcd with the feet, nnd.r- . i, -k. These ven- 

tilators are fed from an air-iju.iiiib.r vc iL-.ivuir beneath liie 
floor, and supplied by fans and fsteani-fnils in the basement 
with molateoed air tempered from 68° to 70° winter, and from 
S" to 1(1= below the outside air in summer, and regulated by 
thermometers and hygrometers in diflferent parts of the 
chamber; liiese ai-e examined at regular and brief Intervals 
by the eliicf of the vi'iitilating department. The contam- 
inated air imssps tliroiigli the trellis work of the outer range 
of panels in the ceiling and tiii-oiigh spaces provided In the 
centre panels. A current of air from Uie ventilators below 
to those nbnvc is constantly passing through the Cliamber. 
(Sec Ventilating Departmetit.) 

The ee!';in,7 is a splendid specimen of taste and skill. It 

consi.ita of immense csst-ii'on girders and transverse pieces, 

forming deep panels, 21 of which are glazed, each wilh a 

centre-piece symbolic of tlie Union, the Army, and Navy, 

Progress, and the Mechanical Arts, In addition to these, 

there Is an outer row of 24 panels, with trellised centre for 

ventilatioii, and outside of all a row of deep eaJaaons and 

circles, witli a star in each, The entire frame rests on a 

I heavy Iron cornice, Tlie, iron work Ihronghont is bronzed, 

n-itb ^It decorations. The walls are richly painted, those 

«'?D/io///o^^e^Ierfes being: laid olT in pancb. '^^^ walls 

^^'^of the .^illei-ies nt-e pierced by doors on each ft\4ii. T^mi 

"oois arent bii-/]'s-eTe maple, elaborately finXaUei wfti lofi- 
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ated bronze ornameuts. Niches lor statuary are also sunk 
io ttie walls. The iron work was done by Janes, Beebe & Co. 

The hall by day is liglited through the paneled ceilhig by 
means of the skylight in the rool. At night innumerable 
JetB raaged above tlie ceiUiig- around tlje flasa panels, and 
supplied with gas anil ignited by electricity, dilHiae a soft 
light throuK^miit the Chamber. 

The pubfie are peiinlttPil on the floor at thi' Chamber wlien 
the Senate is not in session. The regular hour ol meeting 
of the Senate during the session ia 12 noon every day ex- 
cept Sunday, and adjourns on its own motion : holiday aud 
night sessirina are ordered by the Senate. During the ses- 
sion tlie followiuff persons only are by law entitled to tlie 
SHvikges of the mor of tlie Striate .■ Officers of the Senate ; 
embers o^ the House of Bepreseutativea and their clerlts; 
President of tlic U. S. anct private seoretaryf heads of de- 
partments ; Ministers o( the U. S. and Foreign Ministers ; 
es-Presidents aud es-Tice Presidents of the U. 8. ; ex-Sen- 
atora and Senators elect: Judges of the Supreme Couilof 
the U. S. ; Governors of States and Territories ; General of 
the Anny; Admiral of the Navy; Uembera of National 
Legislatures of foreign countries; private secretaries of Sen- 
atoi?, appointed In writtnK; and Librarian of Oongress. 

39, Oloak Eooms.— Beneath the E., W., and 8. galleries 
are cloak L-ooms for the exclusive use of Senatora. 

40. Marble Boom. — From the lobby pass through a Email 
passage or vestibule into the Marble orSentde Setiring Room. 
This elegant apartment iaSS ft. long, 21 j ft. wide, and I9jft. 
high. The ceiling rests upon 4 Corinthian columns ot Italian 
marble, and consists of massive polished blocks of white mar- 
ble, formiugdeep panels. The walls throughout are of higbly- 

Eilisbed Tennessee marble. In the panels of the walla are 
rge plate-glass mirrors. Those at the ends produce astriking 
effect. In the E. and W. walls are niches. Two of these 
contain heads of Indian chiefs, executed in marble. The tloora 
are of encaustic tiles. The room is handsomely furnished, 
and, without question, Is the finest apartment of the kind In 
the world. Id the E. vestibule is a small bronze bust of 
Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, 1861-186" 
presented by Albert De Groot, of Naw York. 
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41. Preaidaut's Boom.— Leaving tlie lobby by the W, 
on the r. la the PreddenVa Boom, uaslgnecl to tho use of the 
PK.siJent ol the United States on his visit* to the Cupitol. 
This t'oora is rai'elj useO except oa the last days of the session 
of CougresH, when tlie President, with his secretaries and 
Cabinet niiiii^tere, assemble there to expeiiite the. business o( 
legislation, tlie President signing such bills passed by the 
Senai'e and House of Represeutatlves as meet his approval. 

Thi' walU and ceiUng of this room are richly and appropri- 
ately (Woroted. On &e S. n^l, under the arch of the ceil- 
ing, is a pjrtmit of Washington — a copy from Eembrandt 
Peale's— with a reclining female figure on either side : that on 
the r. rt presenting' Victory, who holds a shield, bearing the 
Inscriptli'n, Boston, 'I'renton, Piinceton, Monmouth, and 
Torktowii. The figimsouthe 1. Peace, with a laurel wreath. 
On the four walls are medallion portraits of Washington's 
flrat Cabinet : 8., Thomas Jetteraon, Secretary of State ^ E., 
Henry Knos, Secretary of War, and Alexander Hamilton, 
Secretary cf the Treasury; W,, Edmuud Randolph, Attoi'ncy 
General, aad S. Osgood, Postmaster General. (Tnder the 
cornice ai^ a niuiberof smaU copper-colored medallions, rep- 
resenting tdo coats of arms ol the States. The rest ot the 
walls are actistically decorated in arabeEques. Overhead are 
four comer -pieces in fresco: the Urst of Columbus, with a 
globe and eiiriy instruments of navigation, representing Dis- 
covery; lilaness from a portrait in Mexico. Diagonally oppo- 
site, Aniericus Teapuocius, with charts and telescope. Explo- 
ration, fi-om a painting in Florence. William Brewster, with 
anopen Bible, representing Religion; and diagonally opposite, 
Beojamin I'^-anklin, with manuscript and printing-press, or 
History. Four medaUioa pieces between these represeui 
Eeligiou, Liberty, Legislation, and Executive. The medal- 
lion from which the chandelier is suspended is enriciied with 
threeinfantfigures,Bupporlingan Amerieanfing. Tlieceilings 
arc further embellished. Theeutire decoration is by Bnimidi. 
The room is the most richly decorated in the United State.a. 
Tiie floors are beautifully tUed. There are three large mir- 
rors in the waJls. In winter the room is richly carpeted and 
(nmishcd. 

4S, Senate Oommittee on Enrolled Bills 

43. Closets. 

41. Senate Oommittee on Appropnadoii8.~-Tinted walls. 
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46, Hevator. — At the end or tlie conlrtur Iroiii the 
is a screw alevalor, beautUuUy designed and lusiirloualy fur- 
nished, tor the use ot Senators. It i-iius froin the basement 
to the corridora ol tho attic story, and is fltti-d tip wltli a 
double euglne : cost JIO.OOO, 

46 to 60. Officea of the Senate,— 46. En^rossinj; and en- 
lolliiio; clerks. 47. Chief elerk. 43. Executive clerk. 49. 
Secretary of the Senate. 50, Financial clerk. 

61. Wflstem Grand Staircase.— Con structpd of white marble. 
The de^i^ U the same as the£. one, already described, and 
leads directly to the g^Dtkmeu'e and reporters' galleries. 
The view of this staircase, looking upwards from the fii-st 
landing' of the «teps leaditi^; to tlie basement, is supremely 
beautiful. The bighly-polisbed wliite-marblu blnekings, eo- 
rablaCures, fileps, tmustrades, audcolnmns, with tlieir exctuls- 
Itelj'Wrought capitals, ol tlte same material, strike the eye 
with tha majpilhcence of its aitihitectural design and execu- 
tion. Tlie li^lit thrown in from above adds to tlie charm of 
the scene which gj-eets the \'lsion. The sombre line of the 
Tennessee marble employed in the £. staircase, though pre- 
sentiiifT a richer appearance, docs not eficctively bring out 
the beauties of workmanship bestowed upon these str^lug 
featiire<! of the interior fitting of the Capitol Extensions. 

Opposll* the foot of the staircase, in a niche, on the main 
floor, is the statue of John Haneock, President ot the Conti* 
nental Congress which signed and promulgated the Declaiii- 
t)ou ot Independence, 177S. The statue is seml-berolc; exe- 
culetl Id 1830, in marble, by Horatio Stouc ; cost $3,600. 

At the head ot the llrst flight of steps against the W. wall 
is the Storming of CkapvUepec, by Walker, N. Y, Ordci-ed 
in 18QII, cost 9{l,0'l>0. This painting was originally intended 
for the room ot the Committee on Military AQUlrs. It rep- 
resents the storming of the castle of Chapultcpec Sept. 13, 
1847, by tiic American army, under Gen. Seott. The eastie, 
one of the defenses of the city ot Mexico, ci'owned an emi- 
nence 9UI) ft. higli, and was taken by means of scaling-lad- 
ders. Tlic piiticular moment of thO'Conflict is the consulta- 
tion between Qen. Quitman and several ot the officers of the 
advance dlvi^ou. The batteries at the foot of the hill were 
taken, and tlie approach lottiecityby the aqueduct lay open. 
Tlic hill-side Is already occupied by the United States rlfies. 
Grcn, Quitman, mounted, appears on' tlio 1. ot the painting. 
Gen. Shields is without liia coat, a,nd wounded. Near at hand 
are Lieuts. Wilcox and Towers, of tlie engineers. On tlic I. 
stands a section ot Drum's balLntvI \.'Q.ftMiTi».^,aS«vi.v*&5s!" 



fiuHr, and GUddcD. XicDplenu, the MeTican'coniicuinder, is killed. Gen! 
Psrei&tF, Smiili, witli tlic riHei. confrunn Ihe cuumy's breaatworlcs, ud 
polnu (D the TEircailog Mciicam, who uTE Bniaghy Ihe aqueduct. 

CENTRAL BUILDING— SOUTH WING. 

11. SonCh Door of Rotuada, leading to the National Slaluajy HnlliaA 
/iami ^ RifrninlainHt. 

SJ. Vestibule, crowned by 1 dome and cupoli, and modeled iVom a Greek 
lemoie. The caoilsli af Ihe columns :ire ornamented with Ihe leaf of the cel- 

I e con fflpondi wlIh"lEa^on^he ™'. ti d" 




613. National Statuol? UhH. — This ma^QiliceaC Hull, for- 
merly used aa the place ol meeting rA the House of Repre- 
seotaCives, is Grecian in design, iJaying lieeii planned and 
adapted, by Lati-obe, after the remains of the Theatre at Ath- 
ens. It consists of a semi-cirole ol 0S ft. chord. The enda 
of the prostyle and peristyle are separated by a wide pi-oject^ 
ing surface of freestone, which rises to the top of the order 
and Bupporta a segment arch, which corresponds with the 
segment of the vaulted ceiling that crowns the hall and enda 
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. >r drciilar colonnade on the N. ia composed ot 14 . . 
iBand2 untie, ot the Corinthlin order; the Bhafte of solid 
bloelfs of variegated marble oi- breccia, quarried from the 
baiilu ol the Potomac, above the city. The bases are free- 
stonR. Tlie capitals are o( Canura marble, execntetl in Italy, 
and designed niter those la the Tumplc of Jupiter SCaCor at 
Rome — Uadfleld says atCer the capitals of the LttntETii ol De* 
mos at Athena. The entablature ia of the proportiona used 
hi tlie former temple, ornamented with dentils and modil- 
Ions, eariched with leaves and rosea. The floor is of marble. 
A paneii'd dome aprin^a overhead. The apex of the dome 
ia pierced by a circular aptrture, crowned by a lantern, serv- 
ing' the double pni-poae of light and ventilation. The dome 
is umllar to that of the P.'mtheon at Borne. On the S. side 
of the hall, forming the loggia, are 8 columns and 2 ant^e of 
tlie Eame style as the peristyle. Over tlie entablature of this 
colonnade springs a beautiful 72 ft. chord. On the blocking 
of the cornice beneath is a figure of Liberty, in plaster, by 
Caucici, 1820, on^;iDally Intended for execntion in marble. 
The fl^nro, seen from the gallaries in front, produces a strik- 
hig eftect, and ia in every respect worthy of the pupil of the 
great Canova. On the r. Is the truattun of a column, around 
whicli a aerpent, the emblem of wisdom, is entwining itself, 
and at the feet of the figure ia an Aiiiedean eagle. In the 
frieze of the entablature, under this fl^re, ia sculptured an 
eagU hi stone, with outspread wlnga, l£e work of Valaperti, 
and of vei7 superior merit. The gallery over the log«^a wiis 
set apart for the ladies, having cusliioncd scats for the accoin* 
modation of 200 persons : the general gallery would seat GOO. 
Over the N. door stands an exquisitely designed and beauti- 
fully executed doct in marble, byChus. Franzoni,1830. His- 
tory, lier drapery floating in the air, ia reprpsentud as standing 
in the whigedcarof Time and recording passing events. Tlie 
car is placed on a globe, on which, in basso relievo, are cut: 
the signs of the zodiao. The hours are marked on the face of 
tlie wheel of the car. 

In July, 1SG4, a paragraph In an appropriation bill passed 
by Congress auChorizecl the President of the United States 
to Invite each and all the Statea to furnish statues. In marble 
or bronze, not exceeding two in number for each State, of 
deceased persons who have been citizens thereof and illustri- 
ous for their historic renown, or for disllngiiished civic or mili- 
tary service, as the States dete-TOine, worthy of this national 
commemoration, when so furniahed to be placed in the old 
Hall of the House of Representatives, in the Capitol of the 

United States, which ia set apart for a National Stati 

Hah. 
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It is to be regretted that so many years have already been 
permitted to pass with so small a recognition of the grandeur 
of this projected National Gallery. 

The htate contribaiions in the order received are — 



Rhode Island.— 1871. Nathaniel Greene^ marble, life-size, H. K. Brovm, 
1869, attired in full regimentals of a Major-General in the Continental army, re- 
presented as pledging the service of his sword to his country. 

Roger H'^tlliantSf the founder of Rhode Island, and promoter of civil and re- 
ligious liberty in America ; marble, life-size, Franklin Simmons, 1870, robed in 
the dress of the early colonist. Ih^ pedestals are of Rhode Island red granite. 

Connecticut.— 1872. yonathan Trumbull^ an eminent patriot of the Rev- 
•olution, and from whom the term ** Brother Jonathan** originated on account 
of his skill in expedients to meet the necessities of the Continental Govern- 
ment. Marble, heroic, C. B. Ives, 1869. 

Roger Lherntan^ one of the committee to draft the Declaration of Indepen- 
•dence. Marble, heroic, C. B. Ives, 1870; represented in Continental civil attire 
The peuestals are of Vermont mai ble. 

New York. — 1873 George Clinton^ a signer of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, General of the Revolution Governor ol New York and "Vice President of 
the United States. Bronze, life-size, H K. Brown, 1873. Robert Wood & 
Co., Phila., founders: represented in Continental military' dress. 

Robert R. Livingston^ First Chancellor of New York, who administered the 
oath of office to George Washington upon his inauguration as President of the 
United States, March, 1789. Bronze, life-size, £. D. Palmer, 1874. Barbe- 
dienne, Paris, founders, represented in the chancellor's robes, and holding by his 
side the treaty f>>r the cession of Louisiana by France to the United States, 
which he successfully consummated. The robe and lace work is artistic. 

Massachusetts. — 1876. yokn ffVwMrt?/, first Governor of Massachusetts, 
landing with the charter of 1630. Marble, semi-heroic, Richard S. Greenough, 
1875, represented in the costume of the limes. 

Samuel Adams ^zxi early advocate of liberty. Marble, semi-heroic, Anne 
Whitney, 1876, represented in colonial dress and protesting to the Royal Gov- 
ernor against the presence of British troops, using the memorable words : 
" Night is approaching, an immediate answer is expected, both regiments or 
none." March 6, 1770. 

Vermont. — 1876 Ethan Allen. Marble, heroic, L C. Mead, 1875, represented 
in the uniform of a Continental officer, with drawn sword and flashing eye, de- 
manding the surrender of Ticonderoga in the name of" the Great Jehovah and 
the Continental Congress." 

In addition to these State contributions the Hall contains a plaster copy of 
the statue of George Washington, at Richmond, lite-size, by Houdon, 1788 re- 
presenting the father of his country in civic attire, with a staff in his hand, his 
cloak and sword resting on a biuidle of lictors' rods, and with a rude plow in 
the rear ; the superb semi-heroic statues of Alexander Hamilton^ marble, by 
Horatio Stone, 1868, $10,000; the first Secretary of the Treasury General 
E D. iffrt^^r, killed in the rebellion. Marble, by Horatio Sione, 1875, $10,000 ; 
representing him as a Senator of the United States ; and Thomas Jefferson^ 
bronze, by the celebrated French sculptor, P. T. David D Angers, 1833, Fondu 
a Paris, par Honore Conon et ses deux Fils ; representing the author of the 
Declaration as just having signed that instrument of American liberty ; the 
statue was presented by Uriah Phillips Levy, of theU. S. N., 1833, but was 
not accepted until 1874. I'hc pedestal is a superb piece of work, in four vari- 
eties of irarble. executed by Struthers, of Philadelphia. The other works are 
a statue of Abraham Z/»c<?/«, marble, Vinnie Ream, 1866, $15,000; busts 
of ^/^r-aAa/fi Z7W^/«, marble, Mrs. Saran Fisher Ames, 1868, $2,000; T, 
A7fs£-/uj^^i7f marble, H. D. Saunders, 1857, $500; and Thomas Crawford, 
scuipic. byb'msdf. 
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Al limes works ol art are placed hi tliis liall iiii exhibition 
This U, however, wlthouC the authority of' Congress. 
It is propoaeil al^o to fit up this Hall with upper and lower 

Eallcries, with panels and niches, the former to b« occupied 
J portraits ol Speakers of the House of Representatives. 
When the Hall was occupied by the House, tlie Speaker's 
chair stood on the S. side, upon an open rostruDi about four 
feet above the floor, enclosed by a bronze balustmiJe. Eich 
crlmsou curcaini fell in elej^ant folds from the capitals of the 
columns, and were separated so as to fomi Insurious dra- 
peries as a background to the chair anil rostnuu. Below and 
in front of the Speaker's rostrum stood the Clerk's desk, 
raised on a vari^ated Eocle. UjKJn this stood a lich mahog- 
any tabic, with damask silk curtains. This platform was 
n'aclied by steps ou either side. Between the columns were 
Bofiie and aeeommodations lor twenty reporters. 

Tins membei's' ilesks, of mahogany, with arm chairs, were 
arrauged in concentric circles, the aisles formins; radii from 
the centre. The Hall was arranged lor 232 members. In the 
rear o( the outer row of desks was a bronzed iron railing with 
curtains, constituting the bitr of the House. Outside of this 
was the lobby, 'i'he panels on either side of the ladies' gal- 
lery contained full-length portraits of Wa^ington by Van- 
derlyn, and Lafayette by Ary Soiieffer, a present from the 
dIstiugiUslied Frenchman upon his last viat to the United 
States. T)ief« ai-e now in Che House of Representatives, 
tinder these were cojiles of the Declaration of Independence, 
In frames emblematically ornamented. At uight the Hall was 
lighted by "solar gas" from a cliandelier at the apex of the 
dome. This Hall was occupied by Coneress for 33 years. 
During the first days of the Rebellion, 1861-'65, troops were 
quartered In it. In 1S02 it was used as a hospital for the sick 
and wounded of the army^ and in 1884, by act of Congrei's, 
was set apart for its present appropriate purpose. 
q9. Oorridor, connecting the S. wing of the centre or old 



100 PRINCIPAL STORY. 

^uUding with the S. Extension, occupied by the House of 
Representatives. This is the same as No. 22. Opposite is 
the main door to the floor of the House of Representatives. 

SOUTH, OR HOUSE EXTENSION. 

This portion of the building corresponds, in its general fea- 
tures, with the Senate Extension, the larger size of the Hall 
of Representatives causing simply a narrowing of the outer 
corrirlors. 

60. Northern Corridor, beautifully designed, especially the ceiling, which 
b diversified with lunettes and circular and groined arches. 

6x. Eastern Corridor, leading to the Eastern Grand Staircase and House 
Lobby. At the S. end of this corridor is the office of the Government telegraph, 
connected, by means of wires under the building, with the office and subterran- 
ean cable in the N. Extension. (See No. 23.) 

63. Western Corridor, leading to the Western Grand Staircase and the 
offices and Lobby of the House. 

63. House Committee on Military Affairs. — Here is a series of seventeen 
Paintings^ executeu in i87o-'7i, by Lieut-Co!. Seth Eastman, a retired officer 
of the U. S. A , representing someot the principal forts ot the United States, 
the Military Academy at West Point, and Fort Sumpter before and after the 
bombardment. A case oi breech-loading arr/ts used in the army stands against 
the west wall. 

64. Eastern Grand Staircase, leading to the ^a//e'r/>j. (For their divi- 
sion, see /*/«« 0/ ATTIC STORY, Nos. 50 to 55.) The staircase is of Tennessee 
marble, bronze capitals and white marble steps, and in every particular of de- 
sign, measurement, and execution -similar to that in ihe same position in the 
Senate Extension. In the niche at the foot is the superb Statue 0/ Jejff'ei'son^ 
by Hiram Powers, 1863; cost ;^io,ooo, executed in Italy. Against the E. wall, 
over the first landing, is a life-size portrait of Henry Clay^ John Neagle, 1843, 
$500. 

65. Main Door. — This very prominent entrance is still without the embel- 
lishments of art. Mr. Crawford, the designer of the bronze door of the N, 
Extension, at the .same time received an order for one for the S. The death of 
the sculptor, who had already completed the designs, prevented the execution 
of work on the second door. The models, however, were completed by his 
pupil, Rhinehart, for which the latter received $9,000, but have been since their 
completion stowed away in a dark vault, near the Undercroft. The door will 
represent scenes in the life of Washington. 

66. Vestibule.^ — This beautiful vestibule consists of 8 fluted columns in 
couples, two on either side. The capitals are enriched with leaves of acanthus, 
tobacco and corn. The ceilings are paneled, and the walls tinted and broken 
by 8 niches, wiih Tennessee marble bases. 

67. House Committee on Ways and Means. — A fine department, richly 
decorated in the renaissance style, diversified with American shields, foliage, 
birds and fruit. 

68. House Committee on Appropriations.— Room decorated and pan- 
eled in distemper and encaustic by Strieby,i873. The fruit pieces and repre- 
sentation of moulding are particularly well executed. The door near by leads 
to a vestibule which opens into the House Lobby, The bronze stcf,ircase (35) 
is the same as those adjacent so the Senate Lobby. 

69. Reporters of Debates. — This room was originally used as the Mem- 
bers' Reception Room. The walls aie tinted, and the groined arches overhead 
are decorated in arabesque in fresco, 

yo. Lobby of the House of Representatives. — The iobbv^ which may 
^^,^"Jcrcd in company with a member during the sessions of \.he House, has 
f"^^t?n -paneled ceiling, highly enriched in oi\, the decoravKotv \>e.W xJtvaxVtv 
Yo/^e; dunne the isth centxxrw. On the r. are doors opetvms '^tvlo \.Vvt ^a^W. 



71 Hail of the fiepTeaontatiTes— ur tlm "House of Rep- 
refceiitatiTes," occupies the cuntre o( the raahi floor ot the S. 
Extension of the Capitol. The diraeusiDas al tiila Bnperb 
legislative liall, the finest la the world, ure : lengtli, 139 ft. ; 
width, 93 ft. ; lieight, 36 It. The measm-emeiit ol tlie floor 
IB 115 ft. by 67 ft. The form of the hall is a pamllelograin, 
with a range of Kalleries on the fonr ^ides, and capame of 
eeatlagabout 2,600 per»)ng. Beneatli these galleiius, a^innt 
the S., E., and W. walls, are cloak aa^ retiring: I'oonis. 
Under the galleries, over tiie bacit of the Speaker's chi^r, is 
the lobby. 

Upon the floor of the Hall are oak desks for 302 membei's 
and delegates, arranged in 7 eoiieentrlo semi-circles, fiicing 
the S. The aisles diverge from the Speaker's "desk." Tlie 
latter is raised about 3 ft. from tlie floor. In front arS deaha 
for the clerks of the House, and stiU in front desks for the 
offldal reporters. These lire made of white marble, with a 
base of Tenneaaee, and are extremely beautiful. The cloclc 
marlcs the morning hour and limit of debnte, G. of the 
Speaker la a drcular pedestal of Vermont marble, npori which 
the maae or inngnia of aiakority is placed When the House ia 
in session . When not in nse, tlii" may be seen in tlie room ot 
the Sergeant-at-Arms in the SE. end ol the lobby. It con- 
sists of a bundle ol lictoi^'s rods, liounJ toTctljer liy silver 11^ 
tnrea, and surmounted by a silver terrestiai globe, crowned by 
the American eagle. Aa;ainst the wall on the s&xae. aide ia a 
full-length portrait of Washinglnn, by Vandcrlyn, 1834, and 
in the corresponding position on the W. a similar portrait of' 
the Marquis de Lafayette.by Ary Scheffer,1822, the celebrated 
French artist. The latter was presented to Congress by La- 
layette upon hia last visit to tlie United States. In the W. 
panel of the S. wall- under the gallery, ia a fresco by Bru- 
midl, representing Washington at Torfctown receiving tfie 
ofQccr sent by Cornwallis to asic a two days' cessation of hoa- 
tUities, and in place of wblcii two houi-a were granted. The 
- Ireaco was necessarily finished in great haste. Tlie location 
is also unsuitable. Over the N. door is a clook, suimuuiited 
byan eagle, and supported on either side by figures of an In- 
dian and hunter. 

Tht ceiling of the Hall ia of cist Iron, paneled, and liighly 
enriched with gilt moldings, and supported on a decorated 
cornice. There are 43 panels, filled with glusa of appropriate 
cteaign, 37 with ataioed centre pieces, representing the coata 
ol arms of the States. There are two oviteT iw«% sA T^dsssi*, 
that nearest the walla coiia\st\\\g ol upea ■NO':V-«f>si\™^^|;^ 
pendaiita in the centre. The Iron l(Q,me--mw'«- "A *!?,^r«nai 
fa 6efliit£/iiJjy Dainted and aUdeA. ft^Vweevi.'Ave •«» *■ ■ 



FKINOIFAL STORY. ^H 

i.w root nf the building ia the iHuojiualiing lalU wliioh jSBb^ 
iTOommoiiiitts tin; truss-work connectinij; the fiiime of tbo 
ef iliii;; with tiii- root, in order to secure iiioreiiaod strength. 
XnsiJi: Clie paiich ai-e I'ns Jets, numbering ntuut 1,500, limited 
by electricity, and which, during nlffht aegsiooB, ahed a mel- 
low light upon Che Hall beneath. The Hall [3 heated aod 
ventilated by the same meiuia as deviaed for the Senate. 

Diiniig a recent or adjournment of the House visitors can 
enter upon the floor, II the other doors sliould be found 
closed, one of tiio^e In the lobby is generally open. Wfaea 
the body i$ In session, the rules allow tlie privileges of the 
floor to the following persons: Senators^ their &:cretary: 
Judgesof the Supreme Court; Foreign Ministers; Judges of 
the Coiu't of Claims; Governors of States; heads ol depart- 
ments ; Secretary ul the Senate ; President's private secre- 
tary ; Senators and Representatives elect, and such persona 
as have by name received the thanks o( Coiigi'ess, and es> 
membei's not interested in any claims tiefore Congress aad 
who shall lio register themselves. '^^h 

72. Hall LibrEiry, for the use of membei-s In debate. ^^H 

73 and 74, Cloak Eooma, ■ 

75. Key and Store -Boom, 

76. SeTgeant-at-Arms.— In this room the Mace, or insignia 
of authority of the House of Representatives, Is kept when 
the House Is not in session. 

77. Speaker's Boom ^I'hls room la set apart for the use of 
the Speakei- of the House of Kepreseutatives. It is finished 
in iron. The pilasters, cornice, and ceiUng are of iron, en- 
riched with gilt. In the centre panel, overhead, la a massive 
reprewiitation of a cluster of acorns. On the walls are en- 
gravings or photographs of the Speakers of the House of 
Representatives since the first organization of the body. The 
mirrore, hangings of the curtains, and furnltiu'e are all in 
keeping. 

78. .Privale Room of llie Speaker of thp House of Reprwenlativet 



80 to 83. Offioea of the Honae of BepresentMives.— 80, 
Clerii of thf Hoitie: 81, Clilet Clerk; %■>. Eri'^nw^ng and 
eafoi!iiis Cleik»; S3. File lloom. 



ATTIC SToar. 

81. WeBtam Qiaud Stadrcase.— Thin b 
same in Tuuterial and i^nsLrui^Lioa as that c 
the foot is the bead of Bee-she-kee, Tbe Bufialo, a Chip- 
pewa 'narrioT from the sources of the Misuiseippi, from na- 
ture by F. Vincetitij 1854 ; copied iu bronze by Joseph Laa- 
Balle, 185S. Opposite, over the flret lauding, is Weetward 
Bo, a ebTomo-eilica. by Emanuel Leatze, 1802, $20,000. The 
best view is from the balustrade at the top of the etairuase. 

The minttnK [cprsaiu no tmigri-ni train ccsuing the Rocky MDUDUiu. 

ind bclorrs th^ ■■ Gofdco Gale," the enlralict" othAarbo?'" &a^FnJei«!0. 



The floon Of balh ElUlulDnd ue paved with encautic lilei laid in beautllill 

.\rric STORY. 

1 and 2. Store-rooms of tbe Library of the United States. 

CENTRAL BUILDING— NORTH WING. 
3. StcpB to the Dome mnd Electrician'! Rooms.— A'o. ii sn l»i friit- 

fl/a^jJaor leads 10 the Zlomr. l,Far aistHl sit No. il. PrrKcipal Slsry.) Tlw 
llcpi mrning to the ns''' lads lo Ihe i.iom( occupied by Ihc EUelrkian a/tlu 



,0 a balteg fnr the ^,^u^ ii Ihc oMcM UUtrapk. 



dI by thll 



Tclaiioj' 10 leetBlation, and filei of newKpaper^. Tbe library oqcupics Ihea< 
cepl IdfU.iinakD tbe ■gtr^ate compriKct a5,o«j voli. It it dealgncd far the 



NORTH OR SENATE EXTENSION. 



1 



ATTIC B 



iUo 



eipal fftrn-;/. From tlic balustrade on this story the best 
vfcw of til" ii:iT'itms of Perri/'a Tietorif may tie had. 
ij. l^nilet' QMtry.— See Ns. jS rWncifal Stmji! alio Otagramt. 

16. aaDChem CDrridor, connects the Mortem 0nd H^ej/gnt C&rridort, 
It is beautifully dcfligned, having three central grained and IWD nuUrcirrtular 
uchu, with i;UbDI9Ic roJirition, ahl^^ld^, eagles, and other emblematic decorm. 

17. RsnervBd Gallery fir /amilili of Stnatars See No. JS Primctfal 
Starr.- •Isi Diarra'is. 

iB. Ruirvad Q^Iery/sr tit Dipiamatit Of^s. See No j3 Prmcifal 

19. 'OtaOcmta-iiaaXXHlm.—See N</.^ Frii-eifBl Siery: alioZnw™-*'- 

a"y Lad'ie"'"Gai"ery!-^"« Nn^lsFrinclial Sliry ; alio Biagrami. 
The Senate galleiiei »ill seat allcut i.ai^c penODB, and arc .^iltenil by » 
doors openine Ironi lh<: fldjacnnl cortidura. 
H. Ladles- Retiring Room.— A haadioiiiEly-himiihcd apartment, with 



^cd-flBAS ^ylr 



In ibis hall are the celebralod painlfno of the CrB-rf Canm 0/ the yie/lsai- 
KoiKand a^M errtfCWerorfff, by Thomas Moran. of Pennsylvania, pur. 
chasrd lram«dlt>icly after execution, by ConEress. reanectivdy In iS7*-4i fbr 
Iio,oao each. Theicene of the farmer 1i» In the Reeky Mountains, Naaoiu] 
Yellowitnne Park, the had»l>ICT^ of the Vellonstcne river at the Inwer 
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ATTIC STORY. 

MAIN BUILDING -SOUTH WING. 

44. Store Room for House Lribrary. — Entered by the door in the gallery 
over the north door of the Statuary Half. 

45. Store Room connected with the document room of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

46. Store Room of House Library. The room south is used for the name 
purpose. 

SOUTH OR " HOUSE " EXTENSION. 

47. Eastern Grand Staircase. — See 64 Principal Story. The adjacent 
corridor leads to the Northern Corridor, Galleries^ and I.xidies* Retiring 
Rooms. 

48. Northern Corridor. — ^The ceiling presents an interesting combination 
of circular flanked by groined arches and lunettes richly embellished with em- 
blematic figures and arabesques in stucco. 

49. Library of the House of Representatives. — ^This is entered from 
the N .)rthem Corridor. In this room are 15.000 volumes, though the entire 
library comprises 150,000 volumes, which embraces the floor library of the 
House of Representatives {Principal Story, 72) and the libraries of commit- 
tees. Owing to want of suitable accommodation, the galleries outside the 
peristyle of the Hall of Statuary and 44 and 46 Attic Story, are used for the 
storage of books. It is proposed, after the erection of a building for the accom- 
modation of the Library of the United States, to assign the magnificent suit of 
library halls {Principal Story ^ j and 6) to the uses of the documentary libraries 
of the two Houses of Congress. 

50. Ladies' Galleries. — See No. 7/ Principal Story ; also Diagrams. 

51. Reserved Galleries iox families of Members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. See No 71 Principal Story : also Diagrams. 

5a. Reserved Gallery for members of the Diplomatic Corps. See No, 7/ 
Principal Story; also Diagrams, 

53. Press Reporters* Gallery, with desks and seats for about one hundred 
representatives of the press. 

54. Reserved Gallery, exclusively for Ladies. 
Gentlemen's Gallery. — See No. 71 Principal Story ; sAso Diagrams, 

'he House Galleries will seat about 2,500 persons. 
56. House Committee on Foreign Affairs. — No special attractions. 

House Committee on the Judiciary. — The room is tinted and en- 
led with stucco. 

58. House Committee on Commerce — Walls simply tinted. 

59. House Committee on Public Lands — No special attractions. 

60 and 61. Ladies* Retiring Rooms. — Neatly and comfortably furnished 
and possessing every convenience. A vtai'^on is in constant attendance. 
These rooms are entered from the eastern corridor and gallery. 

6a. Press Reporters' Retiring Room, (entered through 64 and 63 from 
the western corridor,) and for the use of those entitled to the privileges of the 
gallery. There are conveniences for writing dispatches. Adjoining is a small 
cloak-room. 

63. Press Telegraph Office {open during the sessions of Congress'). 
Twenty-four wires leave the building by means of three ten-wire cables, and 
beyond the Capitol Grounds, S., connect with the lines for all parts of the 
United States. There are also ten wires leading under the building to the 
Senate Office, and six wires to the connecting corridor, (59 Principal Story.) 
A s^vitch enables the operators to form a connection with the lines to any part 
of the United States. 

64. Ante-Room leading from the western corridor to the Press Telegraph 
Office Bind Reporters' Retiring Room. 

65. House Committee on Pacific Railroads and Revolutionary 
Claims. 

66. House Committee on Elections.— No attractions of special interest 
^. — House Committee on Railways and Canals.— No special decora- 

t/0/7. 

^A— House Committee on the District of Co\um\i\a. 
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BASEMENT STORY— SENATE EXTENSIO>J. 

1. Western StairwJi;^ and Oorridor.— The former as- 
cends to llie prindpiil story. Tlie curriUors of tho Senale- 
baBenient present an tntpreBtiMgexhibitioikof the dcBOToiivt 
aH. The vaulted ceUingi throughout are in diaCemper, uiid 
all below the spring of the aruheH in oil. The viaUs and 
pilaelersaTe in the style of tlie 1 5tb century, as employed in 
the lojcgia of Raphael in the Vatican at Rome, with centre 
tnedailiona of illustrious Americana, and introductions from 
the natural history of America. The eeilinga are in the 
same style, with introductions of modern iaventiona and 
American landscape. The birds, animals, and repiiles are 
studies from the collection in the museum in the Smithson- 
ian Institution, drawn by Brumidi, and painted by Leslie. 
The decoration of the basement commenced in lIJoS. The 
medallions and finer parts are by Brumidi, while the de- 
tails are bj others- 
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f (hu'craDd AUlrcaiir, Z^ Guof^ the eariy fHend of the leA man: 
Dice OK door oCtllE room of the Comniiliee on Indiaa Afttirs. Colamial laiul- 

Iht Comiltutlnn and the law en [he Dne hand, wflhjulllce standing an the 

irSsDAts Carmines on RevlBion of Ifae L«wi.— Tinted. 

i. Senate Cammittae oa Indlaa A<foln —This roam wa.-i Dnginjilly m 
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7. Ssnatc Committee on 
with vicion' wtcaihi. •hieldi, 
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WaiAiii/t* at yalley Fergr, IJjB. The Uiree promiDonl fijjuzis in Itae fore. 
Dnad ure Wuhingtsn, wiih Lafajetu oa hli l.aod Grn. Cr«D do r. E., 
Stprming ^ Slmy Faitri by AnlksKy WayrWy 1779. Wayne, woandcd, l» be- 
ing carried Jdid tSe roTi- 

9. Elevalor.— (Sec /'n«£i^-S(u»>, iW. jj.) 

olive branchci, fucu. dkilvci, and band wllh DIDllD, £>/Hri^iu aiiim. 

II. Cloasls. 

11. Nanhern Corridor.— In the srdi over Ihe E, end are miraductiDiu of 
(mprovcd aBriculluini implemenls. In ihe deml-lunetlE o"er ihe door 10 tbc 

iitaLcsUDd his BnlannLc Majesty , Nov, 30, ijSa, from an unlini&hcd picture by 
Benjamin West, a copy ofwhkll was left by Senator Sumner, qf Wassachiitem. 
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110 CAPITOL INTERIOR. 

S3. Senate Committee on Patents. — Simply tinted. 

aA. Eastern Entrance and Vestibule. — 1 ne d«>ors open from an aroide4 
^alic and vaulted carriageway beneath the Senate portico into a vestibule ^'\n 
iirhich are eight marble piers, four on each side, with sixteen corresponding 
marble pilasters. J hese piers and pilasters support the colonnade of the main 
vestibule above, and afford, perhaps the most striking example of the durabil* 
ity and strength of the edifice. The arches are tinted and enriched with 
-stucco. The walls are scagliola. 

25. Senate Committee on Pensions. — The ceiling is decorated in ara- 
besques in fresco, with four border medallions of flowers and fruits. Under the 
£. and W. arches are symbolic representations of the Constitution and Liberty, 
and N. and S. fruit piec#^s. 

a6. Eastern Stairway and Corridor. 

37. Passage and Steps to Senate Folding Room.— (See No. 6.) 

28. Senate Committee on Public Lands. — Frescoed overhead with 
border and American shields and arabesques. The walls are paneled, with 
bases in scagliola. 

29. Senate Committee on Education and Labor, reached through No. 
^8, is a small but chastely decorated apartment. 

30. 31. Senate Refectory. — Open to the public . 

33. Inner Corridor. — In the bands of the arches are eagles clutchiner fasces 
and olive branches. The walls are paneled In the pilasters are American 
shields and sketches from American natural history. The rooms on either side, 
except the Refectory, are used for storage. 

33. Senate Committee on Manufactures. 

34. Senate Committee on Rules.— No decoration. 

35. Connecting Corridor. — Ceiling distempered and gilt. 

MAIN BUILDING— NORTH WING. 

36. Corridor, from the Senate Extension to the CryPt. 

37> 38* 39- Conference Room of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. — 37, Ante-Room : 38, Conference Room; 39, Conference Room Li' 
Srary. 

40. Senate Baths, for the use of Senators. — Fitted up with marble baths 
and every convenience. There is also a water-cure apparatus and barber shop. 
41. Vestibule. — The arched substruction supports the Greek vestibule 
above. The door E. opens at foot of — 

42. Supreme Court Store Room and Files. 

43. Staircases to Principal Story. — There are two of these, one in each 
wing of the main building. The general architectural design of that on the S. is 
peculiarly attractive. The vestibule E. is ornamented with columns in imita- 
tiun of cornstalks, suggested by Jefferson. 

44. Law Library, ( open every day^ except Sunday ^ same cw 
Library of the United States^ entered from No. 43.) — This apart- 
ment is semi circular, with an arched recess towards the 
\V., and acoionnade recess on the E., back of which are the 
only windows. An arcade passage runs around the sweep 
of tlie circle, snpportinjj: a domical <jeilin^ of masonry, rest- 
ing on heavy Doric columns, covering the entire room. The 
ceilinj; is groined upon the surrounding arches. In the tym- 
panum of the W. arch, in the recess, is a plaster relief, by 
Franzoni, representing a figure of Justice, and by her side 
Fame, crowned with a rising sun and pointing to the Consti- 
tution of the United States. The columns and piers of the 
^rahes of this room are heavy Doric. Borne aMfeT?t\\e»w^^^Tfe 

^^^e /n the original design of tliJs room, owing to the foW o^ Ocve Nl^\\\^.ed ccaXxtv^, 
-^esa/f of defective construction This led to the mtroducuotv o\ v\vt coXumxv^ ^ 



CENTRAL BUILDING. 

45. Orypt.— A circular space, consisting of a treble colotP 
nftile, containing 40 Doric columns of the proportiona of 
those of the Temple of PsBstum, surmounted oy groined 
aruhes running in radii direction, and siipportiiig the floor 
of the Kotimda. The star in the piivemetU under the cea- 
tnil arch denotes the exact centre of th*e Capitol. The 
grating In the pavement of the Crypt on the E. side leads 
to the vaulted pasaagea below. The weight of the iron 
nlnne in the Dome is 8.009.200 lbs. 
,6. HMdauarteri Cagltol ^"lice^^ ^^^ .^ risoaneiH rf eisoni 
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CENTRAL BniLDING— SOUTH WING. 
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70. Main Corridor to ths S. Entrance. 

and 25 ft. wMa, ami consiais of ii liiie colo 
marble cohimnH on Ciiuli siile, with dipitalB formed of acan- 
thiia, t-nbacpo, unci corn leaves. The walls are sci^liola, 
imitating Sienna marble, the wiling iron, and the floor 

71. Eefectory.— Open to the PuhUe. 

72. Honae Committee on Indiaji Affairs.— No ilecora- 
Hon. Here is a collection of oil paiiitings, illustrating life 
among the Sioux of Minnesota, painted in 18B7-'fl9 by 
Lieut. Col. Seth Eaatman, a retired ofBiier of the U, 8. A. 

74. Hdubc BathB^ Tar (he lUeof mernbenoTthc House. There are B bathl, 
the inoL(ern''hllh ' "•«"'''?"' 

75. KKStoro StBlrw^y pnd Cnrriilnr.— Ho snecial dMorallon. 

76. Hauae Committee < 

», Eii»terBKiHr«netB 
E«ei«i<in. 'I'he'^intd'an 

80, House Post Office, fitted up witli bird's-eye maple 
ciisi's. with jjoxes for each member and the officers of the 
House of ttepresentatives. The room is without decora- 

81. Souse Oommittee on Public Buildings and OroundB, 

The decoration iMnsiats of paneled walls, with a baluB- 
trade above the molding. The celling ia embellished with 
arnbeaqnes, two American enjjles and shields, and baa an 
elliptical centre-pier-e formed of hdiiHtern, in fresco. 

82. Room of the Official Reporters of Committees. 

83, House Qonimitteea on Coinage .Weights and Ueas- 
ures, and the Library. 

I Ti „. ..... n Territories.— Richly and ap- 

ii III. iniiii'leil with thefeather- 

.innps of Indians' weapons 

ui war HTiu nil- . .. , li rni'ntsof peace. In the 

spans of the jlmI . ;.,' linnier, with introductions 

of fox and dcur 1l...l..~, L :..ki the arches are medallions 
yet unfilled, but in ivhicli it is proposed to introduce the 
profiieH of former chairmen of the iwmmittee. The gener- 
a) decoration is varied with specimens of the smaller arii- 
mal life neculiar to the piaina. Under the impost molding 
IS a border of frails unci grains, with eactttc\\ftL''nft\iea.v\u^ 
i-'f names of the Territoriea of the United Stalea \-q.\%&-. . 



BASEMENT STOitT. 



ditum.— I'hl'^r^i.miovitli 
U. DoarkeEpcrs' Reom 
Bt. NEwspaper and Ini 



IIk' liiiid li.iEip nil the CKpitul, and, witli Ihe eKCUpliuii of 
lUr |i;iiii4.-. i.s (Ve.-iiic.l tlirougliout. Oil the ceilings are 
n'lpri'siiiLLii.iri'- i.| ili,> faitr eeosons, eymbolized in Flora, 
<:<•'.<.■■'. J;,i<iliii., :,jnl H„reHa. On the E. wall ie a fresco 
ii'imihi'iLiiUiLif; Vn'i-.inifiiiis called Oom the plow to be Dic- 
ta t.nr of iiome. Oil the oppoHite wall ia a corresponding 
Bceue, representing PiUnam called from the piow to join in 
the haltles of Ihe Revolution. 

91. Clorks' Document Room.— 'nu-ouEh ih» oOice Uie vanom eMcuti»« 
dEpiirimcDB and fdrden legBlinns Id Ihe Unlicd atans arc lupplicd wilb copisi 

° 91. WeMern' Stair wiiy%nd C^iridm,— No dccorition. 
93. Sleps to the Heating and VontiUting; Apparalui, Si 




^""V'li'ikrt^'TrmiEJ of'.lEj^m.pipe. i'n IhE EnliR KMEMiDnT'" •apori"r", 
inKrs "frX'lhE''(llBdtVlli° fim lerracE in the W. Pa'rt "^*'ft. "from dJe 
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114 CAPITOL INTERIOR. 

CENTRAL BUILDING. 

The sub-basement of the Central Building may be reached by the steps No. 
^, Plan of Basement Story. There is also an entrance from the first terrace on 
Uie western front of the building, immediately below the main western entrance. 
The rooms on these Corridors are used for divers purposes, but of no special 
importance; the rooms on the Southern Corridor, W. side, by the Engineer 
in Charge of the Public Buildings and Grounds. Here may be seen the 
■original tnanuicript\o\iXTi9X%, letters, and other books and records of the com- 
missioners superintending the buiiding of the city, 1791-1800, and the records 
of a later period, and valuable early maps of the city. An attache will be 
found in the office every day except Sundays and holidays. liYi^keyto the 
undercroft is kept here. Visitors desiring to see this portion of the building 
will be kindly shown there by the person mentioned. 

The door at the end of the passage leading east from this corridor opens into 
a court across which is the — 

Model Room. — This consists of a subterranean gallery, built of brick and 
heavily arched. It foims a complete circle, and constitutes a portion of the 
foundation of the Dome. Within this is a smaller gallery, and in the exact 
centre the Undercroft, which see. In these galleries are plaster models ol cap- 
itals of columns, cornices, mouldings, tiles, and statuary employed in the embel- 
lishment of the exterior and interior of the Capitol. 

The Undercroft or Vault beneath the Crypt, originally designed for the 
sarcophagus containing the remains of Washington. The Undercroft, the nave 
and transept, measuring each 10 feet in length, and about 6 in width, is cruci- 
form. 

Upon learning of the death of Washington, Congress, Dec. 24^ 1799, passed 
resolutions appropriate to the sad event, and provided that a marble monument 
should be erected by the United States in the Capitol at Washington. The 
President was authorized to request the wife of the departed patriot to permit 
his body to be deposited under it. In response to the letter of the President, 
Mrs. Washington thus transmitted her assent : 

" Taught by the great example I have so long had before me, never to oppose 
my private wishes to the public will, I must consent to the request of Congress, 
which you had the goodness to transmit to me ; and in doing this I need not — 

1 cannot — say what a sacrifice of individual feeling I make to a sense of public 
duty." 

The wish of Congress was not carried out, and a subsequent request of the 
same character, in connection with the National Monument, was declined. 

SOUTH OR HOUSE EXTENSION. 

The sub-basement of the South or House Extension may be reached from 
Nos. 78 and gj Flan oj Basement Story . The latter is the proper way for 
visitors. The steps from No. 93 lead direcily to the — 

House Heating and Ventilating Apparatus. — The theory of ventilation 
of the South Extension is the same as lor the North, though not so elaborately 
earned out. One of the engineers will give any desired information. The 
machinery consists of 3 engines : No i for the supply fan of the Hall of the 
Representatives ; No. 2 for the supply fan of the committee rooms and pas- 
sages; and No. 3 for the exhaust fans ; 2 supply fans 18 and 14 ft. in diameter; 

2 exhaust fan=, 10 ft in diameter ; 5 boilers ; 3 water tanks in the loft above the 
Hall of Representatives ; 2 steam-pumps, i for the supply of the boiler, and i 
for the supply of the tanks ; and 30 miles of steam heating pipes. The air sup- 
plied in winter is raised to the same temperature applied to the heating and 
ventilation of the Senate. The supply of fresh air is about 40,000, and exhaust 

SOfOoo cubic feet a minute. 
While here the visitor can have an opportunity of examining the foundations 
^^^^'A part of the Capitol. The kitchens of the House Rcfecvoi^ mc «Ji&oVi«t. 
^he vauJted rooms are used for storage and fuel. 
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118 HISTORY OF OONGBESS. 

to Almighty God for the preservation of the hberty and happiness of the coun 
try. unite in sincere.and fervent prayers that this deposit, and the walls and 
arcties, the domes and towers, the columns and entablatures, now to be erected 
over it, may endure forever I 

'* God save the United States of America I Daniel Webster, 

'* Secretary of State of the United States.'* 

Daniel Webster, the orator of the day, concluded the ceremonies in an elo- 
quent address. 

In 1855 Congress authorized the removal of the Dome, and the construction 
of a new one of iron, according to the plans of Architect Walter. The first 
Dome was built of wood. In the fire of 1851, which consumed the interior of 
the Library of Congress, this Dome was in imminent danger. Tnough*it 
escaped destruction, the lesson suggested its removal, which was done in 1856. 
In its place the erection of the present Dome of iron, finished m 1865, was 
undertaken. The inner shell of the first Dome was ornamented with panels or 
caissons, and modeled after that of the Pantheon of Agrippa at Rome. It was 
smaller in size, the Dome of the Capitol being 96 ft. in height and diameter, 
and 122)^ ft to the skylight. The Dome of the Pantheon was 142 ft. in diam- 
eter, which was about the same as the height, one-half being the height of the 
Dome and the circular opening for light 23 ft. in diameter. I'he outer shell of 
the Dome of the Capitol was higher in proportion than its original in Rome. 
The circular aperture at the apex was also covered by a cupola, around which 
there was a balustrade, reached by a stairway between the inner and outer 
shells. The access, however, was inconvenient and dangerous. On one occa- 
sion a iady slipped and fell upon the sash, breaking the glass, but was prevented 
from precipitation to the pavement of the Rotunda below by the strength of the 
frame. 

The work on the Capitol was continued through the war of the rebellion, 
i86i-'65. On December 12, 1863, at noon, the statue of Freedom which sur- 
mounts the Dome was placed in position. The flag of the United States was 
unfurled from its crest, and was greeted by the shouts o> thousands of citizens 
and soldiers. A national salute of thirty -five guns was fired by a field battery 
in the E. Park, and wa.s responded to by the great guns of the chain of forts 
constituting the defenses of the threatened capital of the Nation. 

The new Hall of the S. Extension was occupied by the House of Represen- 
tatives December 16, 1857, and that of the N. by the Senate January 4, 1859. 
The Capitol to date cost: Main Building $3,000,000; Dome, $1,000,000; 
Extensions N. and S., {^8,000,000 ; miscellaneous, $1,000,000. Total, $13,000,- 
000. i^See description of the Capitol for details of its construction, embellish- 
ments,, and objects of interest within its mighty waits.) 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 

Tiio First Continental Congress, Peyton Randolph, of Va., 

President, met at Philadelphia in Sept., 1774, all the colonies 

except Georgia being represented. The British Iving and 

ministry were highly incensed at these ''piirsons, stN'liiig 

themselves delegates of his majesty's colonies in America, 

having presumed, without his majesty's consent, to assemble 

together at Philadelphia." A circular was sent to all tlie 

co/ojj la 1 governors, and every effort was ma(\ci., \>^ tVvcy^^t or 

^tlmhlation, to fmstmte the assemb\u\<^ ol t3\\^ ^^wi^Q^vi^ 

^ona^ress of 1775. The royal disapprobatVow olAXw^ vvoc^'^^- 



KATIFIGATIUN Ol!' CON'STITETIU.M. 119 

in^ hail no eiTuci whatever. Tlie Congress mat at tlie up- 
pQinti'il time and place, and Pejton Randolph, of Va., was 
iLjif^m chosen Prealdont. SlaoE this gathering the American 
CijiiKrt'=^Si CDiitinental or General, as it was variously staled, 
ha^ I1.11I ;iLi unbroken line of . 



Sess<OTi<) of the (Joatiaental Oongreaa. — Cotnmvnced 17T4, 

Sit PlltpiaPn 17 May 1(1, Philailclphia, 

P 1 7 U ™- B Itl no e M 1 1777, March 4, Plitl- 

a 1 faept 7 La caster, Penii.; 1777, 

S 1 78 July 2 PWliwldiihia, Penn.: 

1 N" T 1 83 Nov. 20, Annapolis, 

M lou V J 1783, Jan. 11, New 

\ e adopt on of the Constitution ol 
Ih t 

Presidents of the Oont aantal Cong e a 1774-1788 Pay- 

ton Randolph Va el c ed tsept S 1 4 Henry Middleton, 
S O t 2 1774 Pejtou Ru dolph Va., May 10,1775; 
John Hancock, Mam May 24 177d H ry Lanrens, S. C, 
Nov. 1, 177T; John Jay, N". T., Dec. 10, 1778; Samuel 
Huntingdon, Conn., Sept. 28, 1779; Thomas McKean, Del., 
July ID, 1781: JohnHausoii, Md., Nov. 5. 1781; Eliaa Bon- 
duiot, N. J.. ilTov. 4, 1782; Thoraaa Mifflin, Penn., Nov. 3, , 
1783; Richard Henry Lee, Va., Nov. 3 J, 1784; Nathaniel I 
Gorham, Mass., June 6. 1780; Arthur 9t, Clair, Penn., Feb. ' 
3, 1787 ; CyruB Griffin, Va., Jon. 22, 1788. I 

Under the Articles of Confederation, executed at Phila- 
delphia Joly 9, 1778, Consreaa met annually on the first : 
Monday In November, till the Constitution of the United 
States went into operation, In 1788. 

B&tifioation of the Oonstitution.^'l'iie Con^ititntiori of the 
United Stati-s .if Ain.'nia w.i- :i>l.>jiiiT| ^i-pli'mbn- 17, 1787, 
pursuant toar'-nlirin'i <l;iii-il [■".■ljnMi'\ ■![, 17-7. r.i iiii. Con- 
grega assembled uml r iIj'- iii'iii-imi-i uf lii'' Ar(ii-|.'- (it Con- 

original States, wiisiis lulloivs: 1707, D™. 7, LiL-bwai-t-: 1787, 
Dee. 12, Pennsylvania; ]7S7,Dec.l8,New Jersey; 1738, Jan. i 
a, Georgia; 1788, Jan. 9, Connecticut; 17aS, Feb. If, Massa- 
obusetts; 178S, AprU 28, Maryland; 1788, May 23. South Car- 
olina; 1788, June 21, New Hampsldre; 1738, June 28, Vir- 
irinia; 1788, JrUv20, New York; 1780, Nov. 31, North Carolina; I 
1790, May 29, Ahodo Island. 

The fii'St Congress u?i(fe7-^Ae C'oniftfufion oommcnced March. 
4, 1789, held two sessions iiiNem'^oi;V.C\V3,Kcii!vw*fi«K^>K«*^ 
It met ia Phiiadclpliin, Dec. S.n^ft. "^ot ftva ■>^'*T*''^'*'^jy^ 
tLti national capital Eoui^il a vtsVvw- -^Wcs -iw. 'ew.'^'Oi^ *^ 
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120 PRESIDENTS OF THE SENATE. 

where the CoDtinental Congre 59 of I77Gliad given to the 
that great instrument of American freedom the Declaratioa 
of Injeppnclencp. The nest step waa to pla,nt Itself upon the 
bwmd waters of the Potomac. 

Ill Jniie, 1800, the execiiiive branch of the Govcmnient 
was transferretl fi"om Pliiladelpfaia to the Permanent Seat 
of Govemvienf, and future Capital of the Bepiiblic establish- 
ed, hy the aet of 1790, The 6tli Congress, 2d Session, the 
lii'st ivhioli met in the City ol Washington, assembled here 
on Nov. 17, 1800, IJie third Monday of Nov.. but failed of a 
ijnonim ol the Senate till Nov 21 on which day the Preri- 
dent of the United State" and Houae of Bepresentatives 
were notified of the on^ulzation of tliat liody On the next 
day 'lip Pr -il iif of the Umteij StutPS, Johu Adams, in 
ppiFi-ii 1 1 I 1 I II lopnat* address to the two Houses 
of < III the Senate Chamber of the Capitol. 

TI I 111 ii-Li that "Confess fihalf asseTohle at 

lea.'^t II III \ \ s 11 and such meeting shall btiou the 
tirst ]UDnda> ni Decembei, Unless they shall by law appoint 
a diflerent iliy " Article I seotion 1 of the Constitution 
provides that all leqislaliee povKra thei'Pln granted Bhallbe, 
vested in a Confrtss of the United Staim nhich shall consist 
of a kenate and House of Representtilives, The Senr^e is 
composed of two Senators from each btate, chosen by the 
Legislature thereof for six years ; and each Senator has one 
vote. The Senate is divided equally into three classes, so 
that one third may be chosen every second year, the senato- 
rial term ol a class always be^nuiug with a new Congress. 
The Senate has advisory as well as legislative powers. Pi'es- 
cnt number 74, 

Preaidenta of the Senate, — (Viet Presidenta of the United 
States.y-nSQ, 1-4 Congress, John Adams, Mass. ; 1797. B-8, 
Thomas Jefifei-son.Va.; 1801, 7-8, Aaron Burr, N.Y.; 1805, 
B-12, George Clinton, N. T. ; 1813, 13-14, Elbridge Geny, 
Mass.; 1817, 15-18, D. D. Tompkins, N. Y.; 1825, 19-23, J. 
C. Calhoun, S. C. i 1833, 23-24, Martiu Van Buren, N. Y.; 
1837, 26-26, K. M. Joliuson, Ky. ; 1841, 27, John Tyler, Ta. ; 
1643, 28, vacant; 1845. 29-30, G. M. Dallas, Peim.; 184B, 
31, Millard Fillmore, N. Y.; 1851, 39, vacant: 1853, 33-34, 
TV. R. King, 1 mo., Ala, ; 1853, 33-34, vacant ; 1857, 35-36, 
John C. Bi-eekinrldge, Ky. ; 1801, 37-38, H. Hamlin, Me.; 
1865, 39-40, A. Jolinjon, Tenn. ; 1867,40, vacant: 1809, 4l-t2, 
Schuyler Colfax, Ind. : 1873, 43, Henry Wilson, Mass.; 1875, 
*/, vaauit; 1877, 45, W. A. Wheeler, N. Y. 
TJ)G Jlotise of Jiejfresmiativea is Gom-poaei qI mfttfocw 
v/o-^n overy i^cond year by the people; ol ihe 6ftvi>"ra\.?,^a,'w&, 
"II ntv appoi-tloacO according to tVicir vespeit"'* ^w^'oNaS^'oft- 
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'presentation, 29J members, 10 delegates, viz : Alabama, 
8; Arla>nsaB,4; Calitorniii, 4; Connecticut 4; Delaware,!; 
Florida. 2; Georgia, 9; Dlinois, 10; Indiana, 13; Iowa, 9; 
Eiinsns,3; EentuckjlD; Laiiislivna, 6 ; Maiae,5; Maryland, 
6; ilassachusetts,!!; Michigan, 0; Mimiesota,3; Sfiesiseip- 
pi,6; Misaouri, 13 ; Nebraska, 1; Nnvada, 1; New Hamp- 
. BhireS; New Jersey, 7; New York, 33; North Carolina, S; 
Ohio, '20; Oregon, 1; Pennsylvania, 27; Bbode Island, 2; 
South Carolina, 5; Tennessee, 10; Texas, fi; Vennont, 3; 
Vu-ginia, 9 ; West Vii^iiia, 3 ; Wiscousin, 8 ; and one dele- 
gate from each of the lerritorieB of Arizona, Colorada, Dako- 
ta, District of Columbia, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Utah, 
Washington, and Wyomuig. Delegates may propose luea- 
Rures relating to their own Territory, but have no vote. 

Speakers of the Hon&e of ^epresenioiices.— 1789, 1st Coo- 
gresB, F. A. Muhlenberg, Pena,; 1791, 2, Joaatlian Trum- 
bull, Coim. ; 1783, 3, F. A. Mulilenberg, Peiin. ; 1795. 4-5, 
Jonathan Dayton, N. J. ; 1799, 0, Theodore Sedgwick, Maaa. ; 
1801, 7-9, Nathaniel Macon, N. C. ; 1807, 10-11, Joseph B. 
Vamum, Mass.; 1811, 12-13, Henry- Clay, Ky. ; 1813, 13, 
Langdou Cheves, S. C. ; 1815, 14-lG, Henry Clay, Ky. ; 1819, 
16. John W. Taylor, N. T. ; 1821, 17, Philip B. Barbour, Yn. ; 
1823, 18. Henry Clay. Ky.; 1825, IS, John W. Taylor, N. 
Y.; 1827, 2(1^3, Andrew Stevenson, Va.; 1835, 2i, John 
Beil.,Tena.; 1837, 25-26, James K. Polk. Teim.; 1841,27, 
K.M.T. Hunter, Va.; 27, John White, Ky.; 1843, 28, John 
W. Jones, Va. ; 1845, 29, J. W. Davis, Iiid. ; 1847, 30, B. 0. 
Winthrop, Mas. ; 1849, 31, Howell CobI), Ga, ; 1851, 32-33, 
Linn Boyd, Kv. ; 18.'i5, 34, N. P. Banks, Mass. ; 1857, 35 
James L. Orr, 8, C. ; 1859, 38, W. Pennington, N. J. ; 1831, 
37, Galitaha A. Qrovr, Penn. ; 1863, 38^0, Schuyler Colfax. 
Ind. ; 1889. 41-43, J. G. Blaine, Me. ; 1876, 44, M. C. Kerr, 
Ind.; 1876, S. J. EandaU, Penn.; 1877, 45, 8. J. Randail, 
Penn. 



PRESIDENT'S QOUSE. 

Tbe o^cial reaideiice ot rlic Presiai;iit of the United States 
of AmtM'Lca ^tniids ooi tin- VV. plutuiii of tlje city, Ij m. from 
the Cnpitol. In Uk- I'UiI.v olticliil plans iiiii] {louumentB it is 
desigouteU tiie PrenideiiVK Umise. but has been since styled 
the Exeeative JUonaion, at\i\ popularly the ''White Souie." 
Till- I'emieyiBaiiia-av. street cars puse <Ji froaC. 

QiDimclB — The edifli* is situated near the N". limit oi Re*- 
en'utiuti No. I, kuowli us the. President's Qronnds, revisetl 
mciifurenient, S0| u- TIk: priviile grunnds conslEt of abouii 
20 11. On the B., sibont 4oU ft. disliint, is the Treasury De- 
puitaient, and on tlii: W. ore Ihe DepartnieutB of State, War, 
and Navy. Between these bni1dinp;s nnd the Fi'esident'a 
'RQwsn\sMxeet'tivtav. In front iibroiiditv., from 15th tol7th 
Hts. W., separates tlie N. Park trom Lafayette 8qu.are. Twg 
Mteways, connected by a Benii-clroidar dcive and (ootwalk, 
lead to (lie N. poitico. This portion ot ilit ^'j'mtiidii is laid out 
in walliB and parteiTcs, witli a fotmiiiJn iij \\»- iMiiif. The 
grounds S. are divided by the Bemi-tiniikii- ^■Mrdumi nl Ex- 
teidive av. That part within the eiiclo.-iui' i-- jirirnle, and is 
adorned with lawns, walks, trees, tlowiM>, uml u funutain. On 
every Satm'day afternoon during the sniiinier xXv. Slaiine Band 
plays In tiiese grounds. To the SW. are tlie President' b Sta- 
bUa. Tbe broad avenue rujininx' S. connects witli the drive 
on the Hall. 

The Building.— The President's Honse {E. Room open to 
tiUitors eaeri/ dai/. except Hvndaij, front 10 a. m. to 3 p. m.) 
built of ti-eestoni"; paintfd wliite, is 170 ft. long by B!i(t. wide, 
tno.stories liislj, broken t>y pilasters of tlie oi'der, and crowned 
with a balustrade. On Ihe N. is a grand portico, supported 
on 8 Ionic columns, with corresponding pilasters In tbe rear, 
aflbi'dlng a shelter tor carriages and pedeatriaiis. The S. front 
Is adorned witli n lofty tmii-eireular colonnade of G eolumus. 
of the same style as tlie N., resting on a rustic husement, and 
reached by a flights ot steps. On the \\. aro the Consemafo- 
riea. The general style is a modilication of the residence ot 
tbe Duke of Lienster, Dublin. The main door on tbe N. 
opens into a spacious ve8ti'6^u^ or ^nfranci! hall,^ ft. front by 
60 ft. deep. A sash screen divides the entrance ball into two 
unequal parts. The entrance hall is fi'escoed overhead. The 
medallions on either side of the beatitifnl crystal ctiandelier 
are canvas, by Brumidi. On the walls, within the screen, are 
^«»z*a-/& o/j'/pjiWenlpJohn Adams, Van Bnien,TsW. Polk, 
Fillmore, and Pierce, by Healy, piirdiased wttiieY a.G\, (A\?it.T . 
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The Washington is by Stuart. During the invasion of the 
British one of tile colored servants of President Madison cut 
this picture from the frame, and in the flight of the Presi- 
dent's liousehold carried it to Tennallytown, thus saving it 
from destruction. The portrait of Lincohi, by Cogswell, 
was purciiased in 1869. The small door on the r. opens into 
tlie Waiting Room, and the corresponding door on the 1. 
into a passage at the foot of thfe public stairway to the Ante 
Room. Tiiis passage is also used for the Marine Band, wlien 
performing at receptions. Across tlie passage is the East^ 
originally designed for the Banqueting Room^ and still so 
usv^d since 1837 — a beautiful apartment, 80 ft. by 40 ft., and 
2'2 ft. liii^'h. The style of decoration is pure Greek, done in 
1873. The ceiling is divided into three panels, tlie centre 
yariod in pattern, and all painted in oil. The walls are 
raised papjr, gilded, and painted a drab graj\ The wood- 
work tin-oiighout, including dadq, columns, pilasters, gir- 
<lers, cornice, and caryed mantel-pieces, are in white and 
gold. There are four mirrors on the side walls, and two at 
■either end. The furniture and hangings of the windows are 
in keeping. The rest of the first floor is private. 

The centre door within the screen opens into the Oval^ or 
Blue-Room^ 40 by 30 ft., a brilliant apartment, beautifully 
finished in blue and gold. The chandelier is crystal, fitted 
with a reflector. On the mantel are a pair of French vases 
of superior design and workmanship. In this room the Pres- 
ident receives diplomatic ministers accredited to the United 
"States and pi-esented for the first time. The President and 
wife also receive the people here on public occasions. 

On theE., through a door, is the Green Room^ opening into 
E. Room, and on the W. the Red Room, opening into the 
State Dining Room^ 40 by 30 ft., with a dining table for 36 
•covers, and suitable table ornaments. The Green and Red 
Rooms are 30 by 20 ft., and tastefully furnished. The Red 
Room is also the family parlor. On the mantel-piece is a tine 
gilt clock and pair of French vases, one with a i-epresenta- 
tion of the residence of Franklin at Passy, and the other 
showing the environs of Passy. At the W. end of the corri- 
dor are the Billiard Room and large Conservator tj. In the 
NW. corner, across the corridor, are the private dining room, 
butler's pantry, and private i^tairs. 

On the second fioor^ the E. part of the building is occu- 
pied by the Executive Office amd Ante Room^ the latter reached 
hy the public staircase through the door on the r. The Pres- 
jc/e/z^'s O^ce, or Cabinet Room^ is a fine apavtm'^ut on .the S. 
^'^Z^^, opposite the S, door of the passa2!;e, at t\\^ \u-cv\ o\ x\\^ 
4P£/o//c stairway^ and looks out upon t\ve S. \>orUeo. k.v\\o\\\- 
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ing is the library, used also as a Isuniij sitting room, and en- 
tered by a private door. The private "portions of the second 
floor are on the W. aide, shot off from the E., ami consist of 
seven sleeping apartments. 

Ill tile basement are the servants' quarters, kitchens, store- 
rooms, and vaults for fuel. 

For formalities and recepHms, see Oeneral Information— • 
EUqveUe. 




. ... . ._ . cerainlyil il » ridituloUl hibiution for « 

m'mn wboieccivu m uliiy thitamininti 10 DO mure iliin £{,&i! per annum, mil 

Bccnpicd. The bnildinfi up lo iBuhii tMlV^i-if 




!7Sg-,Tg,.fe/trMili ..JuhnAdaiM, Ma.5..i™7-iaoj,?ed.: 3. I'noinujtl'- 
f«.oB,™».,.toi..8ai,K<;publican- ,.' jama Madison. Va., iBo,-.!.,, R=p.: 

>8>9, Kbp.( 7. Aodrtw Jacmou, tinn., 1619-181, Ueuiucrai ; 3. Ma.lin Van 
Burcn, S. Y., iSiT-i^i Don,: 9, WUliim Honry Harrison, Uhio, iSv, 
. nio., Whig: .0. yoha^ryler, V=.. .S4,-.3«. el^ttd a Wliig; ,1. J*dia K. 
Pglk, Tenn., iS+j-.gil Utin.; la. Zackary Taylor 1a, .aw-iBsD, Wtllp : 
13. MiUard rillmortTJ. v., iaso-"B5J, Whig; 14, Franklin Picna^N. H.. 

9. R. B.'Haye., 
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Ihe offict of the Bocrotarf of Slaw. 

The lirm ^office comnicncts Man* 4th, Mfler the eltction, if Sunday, on the 

Chi=rjii«iceDfiheSiipronioCailrIof theUnitedSone. P" ™° " ° 

T)lci><7ii<<nftla^w7il«sa,<»>peraunuli>,ami the Iw: gf the funiilure 

andea^gubeLonginEtat^BUailed S»ia< and kept ia the Eucutivs Maiuion. 

The alficial luailkulil caatkvi of a prfvatc and assiSDnt lei^erania, lira ei- 

haiLichnld, uodci ih< diracttmi o[ the PmTdent,l> rupoiuible Tur the plate, 

bond t^thc UniKi/sHiM''fcrTf ut'hftil diM:hatKcVhiii°m«t!'"je«fc^"™ 
ihifini Piuidenl lawigurated in Waabinglon The Best buugutal addnm 
delivered oouide theSen«ieCh»inbor WMhy Moorae. T'- ■— ■- 
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The Depiirtment of State, (open rfaiiy >(... _. . . 
p. m., excirpl ThuTtdays, denoled exdimvdy la Ih^ di/ilirmaliB , 
corps, and Salurdayi, during lemora of Connreee. W mmbi-Ta,] 
occupies the H. pavilion of the imposing edifice, immedi- 
ately W. of the President's House. 

The Building;— Tills vast structure, erected for Hie 
accommodiilioii of the DepartmentB of Stale, War and iV'aiy. 
designed l>v A. B, Mullett, Supervising Architect of the 
Traasary, consists of three harmonious buildings united liy 
. connecting wings, and together forming in design and exe- 
cution, the finest edifice of the kind in the worid. 

The style ie the Roman Doric {Italian KenaiBHuncc), 
originally treated. It combines the massive propoi-tionw of 
ancient with the elegance of modern architecture. The 
dimentityni from N. lob., indiidingpHvilion projections and 
Bteps, are 567 fl., and from E. to W. 342 ft., or exclusive of 
projectione. 471 ft. N. and B. and 26S &.."£..»»&.■« - !^^* 
greatest iieiglit from the lerrane XeieX onw ?Kv i»'«ii'D>* 
There ia a sub-baeemenl and baseiitenU ;il "^av-ae %t« 
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superstructure of Virginia granite, comprising four stories in 
the pavilions of the N. and S. fapades, and one in the roof, 
and live stories and one in the roof in the E. and W. cen- 
tre pavilions. The whole is crowned by an artistically de- 
signed mansard roof. The building was commenced in 1871 ^ 
and the S. pavilion finished and occupied by the Depart- 
ment of State in 1875. The entire structure has 150 
rooms, and cost $5,000,000. 

The building has iowr fa/iades of equal importance, the N. 
and S., and the E. and W. being respectively counterparts. 
There are two courts into which there are four private car- 
riage ways from the E. and W. The E. and W. facades pre- 
sent the appearance of a centre and two lateral wings. 
The centre is connected with the N. and S. by two wings. 
There are four grand entrances by the N., S. and, E. W. centres 
of the pavilions approached by massive flights of steps 
through the projecting porticoes. The platforms are of im- 
mense blocks of granite, weighing over 20 tons each. There 
are four other entrances of less importance. The building 
is absolutely fire-proof. All the stone was dressed in the 
quarries. The sub-basement is devoted to storage, fur- 
naces and engines, the basement to bindery, storage and 
clerks' rooms. The remaining stories are divided into 
splendid apartments, for the uses of the various bureaus of 
tlie Department. 

Objects of Interest : — A grand corridor traverses the building 
from E. to W., and is intersected from the S. grand entrance by a spacious 
hall. Opposite is 2l pa ssen§^er elevator. On the left is* an ante*room On 
the second floor, S side, over-looking the Potomac, is The Reception Room 
(4 and 6), a sumptuous j<i/o«, open (when not in use) except on Thursdays; 
decoraied in the Germanized Egyptian style, in distemper with Marquetry 
floor, and furnishings of ebonized wood and gold brocade. Here is a beautiful 
silver Urn, presented by citizens of Philadelphia, in 1812, to Captain Isaac 
Hull, of the Q. S. frigate Constitution, for his victory over the British ship 
Guerriere, August 19, 1812; also a brace o^ pistols and a gold-mounted sword, 
to the same, from citizens of Connecticut. The room o/the Secretary 0/ State 
(12), adjoining on the E , is chastely tinted. The rooms of the Assistant Secre 
i.irics and Chief Clerk are on the same range. The Diplomatic ante-room (i) 
isalsj delicately tinted. On the third story, over the S. entrance, is the Li- 
brainy. The alcoves, arranged in four tiers, are entirely of iron. Over head is 
.t glass canopy. The library is the most complete and valuable, in works of 
diplomacy, on this continent. 

In the department are the original rolls of all the laws o/the United States 
and the Diplomatic and Consular arcA/V^f, including treaties , from the foun- 
dation of the Government. There are also othe r documents of historic value, 
principally the original drafts of the old Revolutionary documents, the Federal 
Constitution, iVashington' s Co/«w/jjzV7M as Commander-in-Chief of the Ameri- 
can troops during the Revolution, and the Andre papers. The day before the 
o cupation of the city by the British, John Graham, Stephen Pleasanton and 
Josiah King, clerks in the department, carried the.se, with many other valuable 
documents, to a place of safety across the Potomac. The treaties and other 
records are preserved in the room of the Keeper of Rolls. Until 1873 the more 
interesting treaties were shown to the public, but the valuable seals of some of 
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them haviiu; been stolen by a subordinate of the depai^ment, they have since 
been piaced away lor greater security The files oj American Neivspapers, 
from 1 781, are the most extensive and complete in existence. 

The columns^ pi/asters, casings and beams in the corridors are of iron, the 
/ioors throughout are of Honduras Mahogany. The spacious stairivays at 
«ither end oi the corridors are of granite, with exquisite bronze balusters; over 
head is a >iucco canopy. There is an electric cloclc on each floor. The floors 
are o\ white Vermont and blacic Pennsylvania marbles. 

Secretaries 0/ State —lyd^, Thomas Jefferson, Va.; 1704, Edmund Ran- 
dolph, Va.; 1795, Timothy PickerIng,Mass.; 1800, John Marshall, Va.; 1801, 
James Madison, Va.; 1809, Robert Smith, Md.; 1811, James Monroe, Va.; 
1817, John Q. Adams, Mass.; 1825, Henry Clay Ky.; 1829, Martin Van Buren, 
N. Y.; 1831, Edward Livingston, La.; 1&33, Louis McLane, Uel.; 1834, John 
Forsyth, Ga.: 1841, Daniel Webster, Mass.; 1843, Hugh S. Legare, S. C; 1843, 
A. P. Upshur, Va.; 1844, John Nelson, Md.; 1844, J. C. Calhoun S. C; 1845, 
James Buchanan, Penn.; 1849, J- ^- Clayton, Del.; 1850, Daniel Webster, 
Mass.; 1852, Edward Everett, Mass.; 1853, ^ ^- Marcy, N. Y.; 1857, Lewis 
Cass, Mich.; i860 Jer. S. Black, Penn.; x86i. W. H. Seward, N. Y.; 1869, E. 
P, Washburne, III.; 1869, Hamilton timi, Ss.Y ; 1877, Willinm M . Evarrs . N. Y. 

History of the Department. — Before the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States the' Department of Foreign Affairs" was under the 
direction of an officer styled * Secretary to the United States of America for the 
Department of Foreign Affairs," who was required to *' reside where Congress or 
a committee of the* States should sit/' and held his office during the pleasure of 
Congress. On July 27, 1789, after the adoption of the Constitution, the office 
was created an executive department, to be known as the Department of For- 
eign Affairs, and the head as the *- Secretary for the Department of Foteign 
Affairs " On September 15, 1789, the name was changed to Department ot 
'State, and the chief officer designated Secretary 0/ State. The Secretary is 
ex officio a member of the Cabinet 0/ the President of the United States, and 
carries out his instructions, ** agreeable to the Constitution," in ail matters re- 
lating to diplomatic intercourse with foreign nations. Under this general pro- 
vision he is specially charged with the negotiation of all treaties with foreign 
Powers, and conducts all official correspondence with the diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of foreign governments resident in the United States, and with the 
diplomatic officers and consuls of the United States abroad, and grants pass- 
ports to citizens ol the United States leaving the country. He is the custodian 
of the seal of the United States^ being governed in its use by the orders of ihe 
President. He also prepares and attests ttie commissions granted to all officers 
confirmed by the Senate, and superintends the publication of all acts and reso- 
lutions of Congress, and foreign and Indian treaties, and preserves the originals 
of the same. 
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TBEASUEY DEPARTMENT. 

The Treasury Depurtmunt {open to the publk daily, except 
Sunday, from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m.) lies E. ol the Preside life 
House, on the liue ot l^th sC, aud may be reached from tlie 
E, or W, by the Peiiusylvaiiia-av. line ol street cars. 

Deuoription of the Bnilding— The general plmi of tlie 
building measures 408 ft, from N. to S.. ami 36-1 ft. from E. 
to W., or, incluaire of porticos and steps, SS2 ft, by £|[)U ft. 
The order Is pure Grecian Ionic, tho columns and jiiliistcrs 
running through three slorioa, above which is an atiic, and 
below two Btories in a basemout, tlie lower one of ruatie 
work. The aky-line of the oniin- building 'm surmounted by 
a stono balustrade. The building 1ms four fronts. The W., 
which faces the city, coosists uf a culoiinade TSG ft. long and 
30 lonio columns, flanked on t'ithi:i- >iidi; hy a I'ecessed portico. 
The colonnade and corresponding portion are of Virginia 
freestone. 

The reat ot the entire structure is granite, Irom Dlx island, 
on the coast of Maine. The S. front, facing the Preaident'a 
Hou^, is brokeu by a grand central portico, consisting ot .8 
monolithic Pinal's front, and 2 in the recess In the centre, 
and tho same in the recesses on either side. Tills portico ia 'I 
reached by & broad flight of steps. Ateltherend, on tbesame 
line, are two small porticos, corresponding with those on the 
W. side. The N, and S. fronts are the same, consisting ol a 
ceutrul portlm with 8 columns front, and 2 In the recess. 
Steps descend to a broad t«secllated platform, twunded on 
either side by a balustrade. The platform on the N. front ia 
ttelow the level of the avenue. A beiintlfid fountain adds to 
the attractions of this front. On titc S, tlic same platform 
stands a few feet above the level, which gives a very impos- 
ing effect. The shifts of all the columns In the extension 
are monolithic, 31} ft. high, i ft. in diameter, and weigh 33 
tons. Tlie pllastera are also single blocks of tiio same lieiglit, . 
and weigh 6 tons. The cap-atones of tlie blockings, against 
which thestepsabut, measure each 18 ft.X 17 ft.xao in., and I 
weigh 43 tons. The sills, plera, and cornice are of very Jina 
design and woi'lcmanshlp. On the E., K., and S., on either 
side ot the steps and platforms, are beautifitt parterres, in 
snmmer filled with flowers and omam'.'ntal shrubs. The 
bnilding lias 4 principal entrances on a line vrtt^v 'Jwt tit^Rx, 
and 3 in the basement on the W .Ittmt . T\\>i'\aWf."ft!at i«i:^!?'^'_ 
meat ot the plan conaista ot ^ boWoN) «\'iOTs,*-**^5;»f^X^i 
wing 57 ft. wide, and, excluswe ol tfne ^slss^1\^l■*™o»w ■ 
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deep, pro]ectiag W. These squares measure each 138 ft. by 
123 It. The old portion of the present building, erectett part- 
ly OH the gome site after the dcstruetioii of fia predecessor, 
the 8. E. executive biiilOln", in Mirch. 1833. was designed 
by Robert Mills, commenceu iu lS3(i, and ready for occupan- 
cy in 1841, It was of ii T shape, the colonnade fronting B., 
and a'wiiig piwieeting W. The colonnade is alter the styleol 
the Temple of Minerva Pallas lit Athens. In order to aecttr« 
a uniformity of fronts, it is ]jro|H)3cd lo l;ilii- ilown 
nade on Hir W. iiiid iv|il:iiv it uilli :, F:..mI. ■-..!■. 
Wllhlliill «n 111.- v.. ■I'M- "■niil.l II ! 

by lEogu'rs iiiid' liiuVhi'-l' by 5[ulktL. "lli^ \\'.\. 
reached by a double llight of stt'ps, into a iL'silbulu formed 
of 6 Doric columns, Bnpportiug giwned arches. In tlie cen- 
tre is tlie main corridor, dividing ttie building into two parts, 
BUd leading to the E. vestibule and entrance. On ther.ai^' 




I. are corridors to the wings A double stairway to 
ment and the upper stories springs from this vcitibule. Tliere 
are also stairways in each angle and oppo-.Lt' ilu r (litruice 
The vestibules of the N. and W eiin ' U li - 

signed, supported on iron eolnmii.. 1 H c 

extension are broken by iron pilitsii i <i- 

n/cp, and ceilings are ornamcnt^'d « i I u 

TAe entrance on the S. front opens Aiu i -%■>- 

''-v. Tbe building contains 195 rooms, m a<\\\u™vtf\\\'j«.vQ 
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the snb-baseraent devoted to heating apparatus, shops, 
and store-rooms, and the attic, occupied by the Bnreaa 
. of Engraving and Printing. Cost, $6 000,000. 

Objects of Intbkbst. — The Office of the Secretary of the Treasury is a 
beautiful apartment on the second floor, on the S. sic(e of the south corridor. 
The Cash Room, entrance on the first floor, N corridor. The balcony is en- 
tered by a door from the S. corridor on the second floor. The most attractive 
features of the room are the walls, which are of highly polished marbles of 
beautiful variety, as follows : Lower Story— stylobate, bascy black, Ver- 
mont : mouldings f Bardiglio, Italian : stiles, dove, Vermont : panels. Sienna, 
Italian ; dies, Tennessee. Above stylobatb, pilasters and panel beadt^ 
white-veined, stiles. Sienna, Italian ; panels, Bardiglio, Italian ; comire^ 
white-veined, Italian. Upper Story— stylobate same as lower. Above 
stylobate as in lower story, except the panels, which are Sarrangolura marble 
from the Pyrenees. The vaults, in which the current funds of the Govern- 
ment are kept, may be seen on a written permit from the Treasurer of the 
United States, office in the NE. angle of the building, first floor, deliver to 
the Cashier, first door W. of the entrance to the Cash Room. The vaults are 
of steel and chilled iron, about 20 by 15 ft. Another of the same capacity is 
overhead. The am^mnt usually in the vault is about $10,000,000, including 
gold coin. The money is kept in packages or bags in the wooden cases. Near 
the door of the vault is an elevator, used for conveying money between the 
vaults above and the express office immediately below. As much as j|5,ooo,ooo 
have been shipped to the different sub-treasuries in a single day. The vauU 
ai which the national bank bonds are kept is on the same floor, near by. the 
permit being delivered to the Chief of the Division of National Banks, wnose 
office is in the NW. angle of the building. In the basement are two reserve 
vaults, not open to visitors at all. 

^ The Counting of the Currency may be seen throueh the doorways on the 
right of the west corridor, N. end. None but employees are permittea to enter. 
The counting is done entirely by lady clerks. The facility and accuracy with 
which they accomplish their work are marvelous. ' 

The Library on the S. corridor third floor contains 8,000 volumes of the 
choicest works in every branch of literature It is for the use of the employees* 

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing in the attic, at the head of the 
flight ofsteps leading up from the W. entrance. Visitors are admitted when 
in operation, from 9.30 to 10.30 a. m., by order of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in the discretion of the Superintendent of the Bureau. In these rooms 
are presses and other machinery for the printing of United States bonds and 
other securities and notes, fractional currency, and internal revenue sta mps. 
The engraving is also done in the Bureau. About 500 men and women are 
employed. A loo-horse power engine runs the machinery. The paper is 
counted as issued, and no employee is permitted to leave till all the sheets are 
returned to the officer in charge. 

The Redemption Division, li, corridor of the basement; the currency unfit 
for circulation, and received from all parts of the country, is here counted and 
cancelled previous to be burned. The cancelling is done by a machine run by 
a turbine wheel. A permit from the Treasurer must be obtained, the same 
as for a visit to the vaults. 

The Rooms of the Supervising Architect of the Treasury in the basement, 
W. corridor S. end, contain a number of suberb drawings of public buildings 
erected by the government. T\i& general features of inerest in the. building 
are the north, west and south corridors, and the gracefully designed granite 
stairways leading from them. 

Photograpli Office. — Opposite the S. entrance is the 
bwJJdJng occupied by the Photographer of the Treasury 
Department, Here /acaimiies of accounts for verification 
by agents sent throughout the counUy ox «}o\o«.^, ^w^ 
plans and eievations of pubWc WVXdm?:.^, ^xe^ m^^^ Xyj 
means ofphotosravhy. This work \a caxTvei^ ou q\\ ?^\^t%^ 
scale, ci f J 
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Oout Surrey.— This important office oeeupies a private 
building, erected, however, tot its use, in 1371, on New Jer- 
sey av., SB, ol the Capitol, betweeu B acitl C ats., W. Bide. 
Tiie object of the service is the survey of the coasts of the 
United States on tidu water. Its operations commenced in 
1807, but its permaue lit organization was Jiot elfected till li433. 
In the building are preserved the original records and cli arts, 
topograpliical and hydrogniphlc, from tiie beginuiuj;. The 
Standards of WeigltU and Meaaiirea are also fept here, and 
are under the control of tlie Superiiiteudeat of the Coast Siii'- 
vey. From these the standards are furnished to tlie States. 
The balanceforheavy weightaisaflnespcohnenof workmau- 
sblp, and took the pi-emium at tlie World's Fair at London. 
There is also a set of French weights and measures, preeented 
to the United States. These interesting objects are not on 
general exhibition. Gentlemen of science, or others liaving- 
a special purpose in view, may see them on application to tha 



SecrrfariBs of the Treaamy. — 1780, Alexander HarallUin, 
N.T,; 1795, Oliver Wolcott, Jr., Oonn. ; 1801, SamuelDex- 
ter, Mass. ; 1801, Albert Gallatin, Pean. ; 1814, G. W. Camp- 
bell, Teun. ; 1814, A. J. Dallas, Penn. ; 181S, W. H. Craw- 
ford, Ga. ; 1S25, Rlcliard Biuti, Penn. ; 1829, S. D. lugham, 
Penn, ; 1831, Louis McLane, Del. ; 1833, W. J, Dnane, Penn.: 
1833, Roger B. Taney, Md.; 1834, Levi Woodbury, N. H.: 
1841, Thomas Ewlng, Ohio,; 1841, W. Forward, Penu. ; 1843, 
J. C. Spencer, N. T. ; 1844, G. M. Bibb, Ky. ; 1845, K. J. 
Walker, Miss. ; 1849. W. M. Meredith, Penn. ; 1850, Tlioraas 
Corwiii, Ohio ; 1853, James Giitlu'ie, Ey. ; 1837, HoweU Cobb, 
Ga.; I860, P.P. Thomas, Md.; 1861, J. A.Dix.N.T.; 1861, 
S. P. Chase, Ohio; 1864, W. P. Feasenden, Me.; 1863, H. 
McCuUoch, Ind.; 1869, G. S. BontweU, Mass.; 1873, W. A. 
Richardson, Maas. ; 1874, B. H. Brietow, Ky. ; 1876, Lot M. 
Morrill, Mb. ; 1877, John Sherman, Ohio. 

The "Department of the Treasury" was organized under 
OrCt of Congress of September 2, 1789, witli a Secretary of the 
Treasury as the chief officer, who U also ex ogkio a member 
ol the President's Cabinet. It was tlic duty of the Secretary 
to manage the business pertaining to the revenue and the 
Mipport of the public ci-edit, to make estimate.* of revenues 
and espendituros. to collect the revenne, Co decide thi; form 
of keeping and stating accounts and making returns, to grant 
warrants for moneys authorized by law, to execute BueS.«CT- 
vices relative te the sale of puWw \a,\\i\* %% vtct*. tw^i&xw^ «:R- i 
him hy Jaw, to commnnicatc VnlnttBatioia \ft Ctwi^c^ss^"™^ 
geaeiiiUy to peelorm all aervlcea re\atwe Wi Vi\e ^'^^'^^^lJI 
1800 Uie SecreUry was reqnirea to su\im.\V^«.\. Ocv^^co^**^ 



ment ol every session, a report oa tbe finances ol tbe Q - . . 

ernnicnt, with estimates of revenue and espendUiires. TTaden 
the act of 17S9 it was the duty of the Treasurer of the Uii[ted| 
States to receive and l;eep tlie moneys of the United State 
and to disbnrse tho same iipun warrantB drawn by the Seore 
tary of the Treasury, countersigned by the Comptroller, sadt 
recorded by the Register. 



WAR DEPARTMENT. 

Tbe War Department [open eoery day. Sunday ex eepUd 
from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m.) Ilea W. ot the President's House, and 
Irouts on Petinaylvaniu av. In former days it was Imown as 
the NW. BseeuEive Building. It will be talten down to ^va 
place to tlie ni;w department now tieing erected. 

retary'B office is at the B. end ol tbe corridor on tl . 

floor. Here may be seen a gallery ol portraits of the Secre- 
taries of War, by various artists, among whom are Stilly^ 
Healy.Wdr, Huntingdon, Brackett,Yonng.UIke, and Thoipe. 
Porrra i t of Calhoun isan original, by Sully, and is very Bupenor. 
It n'li^i lalioii from sittings. The rest are copies. The Head* 
quartciv of the Qencraloflhe Army, removed to St. Lonis 18?4| 
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Ret&part arootnfor theirextiibiCioaitithenewbiiildLiig. 
Arsenaj and Meiiicn.! and Ordoance Museum!!, tlie latter Id 
Winder's biiildinn;, will ba found elsewhere. In rented build- 
ings are the Signal Office and Flag Room. The latter occnpiea 
the fli-st floor of a. email bailding No. 616 W. side ol ITth st., 
opposite the Wiir Department, (open from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m. 
daUir, except Suiidai/, In one room are the United States 
and t^tate fla.^ taken from the national forces and recovered 
I upon the capture of Riolimond. In the back room are the 
I captured Confadci-atu fla^. Thcj represent every State. 
' Some are associated with intercEting hiHtaric incidents, others 

are curious and novel. 

I Signal OfBos. — {Open every d^y, except Sunday, from 9 a, 

m. to 3 p. m.) The Chiaf Signal Officsr of the Array, under 
whose direction the national weatlisr obaervatiou^ are made, 
occupies two oontl,:;uous brick bni'dlngs on the IK. side of Q- 
et., W, o( the War Department. The stranger in the city, 
upon I'eaching the head ol the sJ"'cct, cannot faU to noUce 
them by a variety of anemoraeterr of divers sizes, and an- 
emoscopea or vanes projecting abfoe tlio i-oof. A number ' 
ol converging electric mres may be leen entering the bnild- 
lag, some commnnicating with self-rigistei^ng iusiramcata 
or connecting the tele^rraphiQ department of the office witli 
the different stations in idl park> ot tbt country through the 
lines of the general telegraphie compai ies. 

The entrance for visitors is by the dior Tfo. 1719. They 
ascend to the instrument room in Hit fourth story. The 
chief interest centres in the Lininiment Siom, wiiere m:^ be 
examined the apparatus employed in thf various meteoro- 
logical observations. These in^ti-iiments a-o of the most ap- 
proved patterns, including tlie barameter, tc show the atmos- 
pheric pressure and to iniUcate the passage of storms; the 
thermometer, mercurial and Epint, for inilicntiug the tem- 
perature of the air; thv. hygrometer, to sIid\\ the liumldlty 
of the air; one maximum and one minimum tVicrmometer, 
to indicate the highest and lowest tempeniture the anem- 
ometer, for obtdiniug the velocity of the wind , tlie wind 
vane, or anemoscope, for indicating tlie direction of the wind; 
and the rain gauge, for noting the rain-fall. 
I The I'oof of the building is devoted to the inst^ume^tB and 

apparatus requiring open exposure to the weather, bhcIj aa 
rain^piuges, wind-vanes, and anemometers. A shelter also I 
projects from a window on the fj.. designed with sp-ei^ 
. reference to the comparison ol tbQrnvometcta ami •stoiv in- 
^atrumenta in aa equal temperature. In a.0kO:v\kft\ 'to ftiRSti 
mfiiatrumeats ol common use, there \a a. ooia^Xe^s ««. <A '^ 



WAR DEPAaTMB 



ncoHincind 



;-work M^mmilm.'icli'SrTK'"^ ' 



teorlc effrcisi c 



offices in jjinfffisxsffiui fir trub I ties and-wealktrinais. CamtifnaTy tintiU 
arcd «pla>Fd at sea nd lake pona Tar the benefit of vo^eJs. A ^ns^lttt- 

BcckBhdteron ifacapprovJl Dfa«10rin AIL •bservntions it^ ma^e ayachto- 



"tl^l-i "li 



branch oftheietv a dealgniKd fbrlhaiduly and the DitritioH c/Titigramt 
and Rtporia /or ikt Benefit of Cr mmmre e 
Oa Nov T SjD u J isa m the first fyiteipgtir^d «jpncbronou« meteoric 

obKrver KTKeaDU of the* Enfllwrv ceat 94 atatioru, Bpd pU<:ed upon the tehs 
ETpphic yrirei for iranamluTon. In Oct., 1871, the dlspljw of cautionHry ilff- 
miis WBfl inaugurated a I porb dd the Atlantic and the GulfcaaBt and the nana- 
ernlaket. U'heipheTeor uoTulnen of this importEinl service u nnpuaUy eit- 

See Winder'i Building for Ora»avt Xiueum, »t., page in. 
&erfIdnM</»Kir.— 1739, HcDiyKnax, Man ; i7»;7Tiino(hy Fickainf; 

GriiwDld^CoocL^^Sot? HeoXl Durlnm, Mui.; iSog, wlllUmEmcli'Mul^I 
iSlj.JohnAmutrong, H, V,;iSt4. Ia>. Monroe, Va.; iBk, W. H. Crawford, 
Ga.; 817. J. COdhoun. S. C, tBji.James Barhour, Vi: 181B, P. B. Por- 
ter, N, y.^ ;8i,, J. H. E.iton, Tciii.".; .Hii. Lewis Cas^, Mich.; .837, loci B. 



W. W. BclkE.M, I.> , ■SAAIphws" l,iri.01iiu,-.8;1,J. U Cameron, Pcnn.; 
.B77,G.W. ML;L-ra.v,I.>«!,, 

gren, AuEinl 7, 1780, to be koown as the D-tarlmenl ^ uir, ud the chEct 
olficer u Sectetarv for the Oepuuncni of War. Ho wu requirrd to execute 
thaordenof the PrdldenL of LHc United fitaieb, '* aErnahly to the CohhiUQ' 
lion,'" in dll raattere re^pocting military or pavol afiliijs, to tb* ^tawwsi <^ 
bnu to persons entitled to theHmefbr TTLiliUTV^crnce&TenL&cnAui^Ew'^^^- 
SUHr, liKireliliveloIiidrtinaBilln. ThcEaiXv fimui. lA ftn^ei^'B"^^^^ 
fyiabiapKat coactment. have been restiictei wte\^ to iViElue'-"— —'*"'* 



^ 
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NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

This deparCmijnt [open eoen/ dap, except Sanday, from a. 
m. to 3 p. m.} lies W. of tlie Fi'esideiit'ij House, uiiii was for- 
merly tlesigoatedtheSVV.Esecutive Building. TUiastructUm 
/ will shortly be taken down, to mulce space forthenewdepub- 
/ ment now belny; erected. The ori^Jnul bu<ldin<; Iticed S. A 
wing erected In 1S64 now projects instead. Tne Seerelani^t! 
office ia lit the 3. end o! the corridor on tlic second floor, "tfha 
Admiral's office la at his resideucc, 1710 H st. NW. Tbe Na- 
viil Observatory, Navy-yard, and Marine Barntclis will ba 
desci'ibeil under their appropriate heads. The BydTograpiao 
o/Sc^NE. comer o( 18th st. andNewTorlf av. Nw.,oocu- 
piesa rented butidlngcillod the "Octagon," the residence of 
the Pi'esident of the United St-ttes till the restoration of the 
President's Iloiise after the occupation of the city in 1814. 
The Hydrogi-apiiic office was establislied in 18(i6, and is a 
branch of the Bureau of Navigation. Its objects are the col- 
lection of hydrographie information, preparation of sailinf^ 
directions, the collectLon of charts, the engraving and priab- 
tng of new ones, and tbe revision of old; also the care of all 
instruments except chronometers and compasses. 

IfantioBl Almanac Office.— This branch of the Bureau 01 
Navigation occupies a rented building, No. 807 32d st. SW. 
Was started at Cambridge, Ifess., under an act of Congress, 
1849. In 186Q it was removed to Waahingtou, The object 
is tbe computation of astronomical tables for the use of the 
Naval Observatory and Navy. A set of tables is also printed 
fortiie merclmnt service, giving longitude of WashingtOD aiid 
Greenwich. Under the act of 1850 the mnridiau of the Na- 
val Observatory was adopted as the Amarican msridlan for 
astronomical and that of Greenwich for nautical pnrposea. 
The almanac is prepared tliree years in advance. There is a 
fine astronomical library connected with the olflcs. 

Secretaries of the ^(ivr/.—i789, Heuiy Knox, Mass.; ITM, 
Timothy Pickering, Peun.; 178G, James McH:enry,Md,; 1788, 
Benjamin Stoddert, Md.; 1S02, Bobert Smith, Md.; 18DS, 
Jacob Crowninshield, Mass.; 1809, Paul Hamilton, 8, C; 
1313. William Jones, Peon.; 1814, B. W. Crowninshleld, 
Mass.; 1818, Smith ■rhomp8on,N. Y.; 1823. S. I^. Soathardr 
N. J. ; 182i). John Branch. N. C. ; 1831, T^vi Woodbury, H". 
H, ; 1H34, Mahlon Dickei-son, N". J. ; 1838. J, K, Paulduig, N. 
r.; 18-11, a. E. Badger, N.C. ; 1841, A..P. O^j^hur, Va. ; 1844, 
T. W. Gilmer. Va.'; 1844. J. Y. Mawm,X-,\.-, \%Vt>,G«(^ 
Biuicrott. 3/ass. ,- ]a4f!, John T. Mawi^. "Va.-, \?.»ft,'^ .^. 
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Preston, Va. ; 1860, W. A. Graham, N. C. ; 1652, J. B. Kennedy, 
Md.; 1853, J. C. Dobbin, N. C; 1857, Isaac Toucey, Conn.; 
1861, Gideon Welles, Conn.; 1869, A E. Boiiti. Penn.; 18d9, G. 
M. Robeson, N. J. ; 1877, Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 

The naval service, previously under the direction of the 
Secretary of War, in April, 1798, was assigned to an execu- 
tive department created for the purpose, and designated the 
Department of the Navy, th6 chief officer of which was to bo 
called the Secretary of the Navy. His duties were to execute 
the orders of the President of the United States in all matters 
connected with the naval establishment of the United States. 
Dufring the same year the Marine Corps was organized, as an 
adjunct to the naval establishment. 

In 1862 the department was reorganized by the di^ion of 
its duties into eight bureaus, viz. Ordnance, Equipment and 
Recruiting, Yards and Docks, Navigation, Medicine and Sur- 
gery, Provisions and Clothing, Steam Engineering, and Con- 
struction and Repair. 

The Secretary of the Navy Is ex officio a member of the 
Cabinet of the President of the United States. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

This department {open every day, except Sunday, from 9 a. 
m. to 3 p. m.) occupies ofl&ces in the vast structure known 
as the Patent Office. (For description see page 144.) 

Objects of Interest (Main Floor). — The OJice of the Secretary ef' tht 
Interior, at the south end of the E. corridor, a fine apartment containing a 
collection of photographs of the Secretaries of the Interior, 3ind painting of 
Thomas Ewing and Caleb B. Smith, by Stanley, former Secretaries: the 
Office of the Commissioner of Patents, on the N. corridor, where will be 
found a set oi engravings of the Commissioners, including a portrait of Dr. 
William Thornton of Penn., designer of the original plan of the Capitol, and 
Superintendent of Patents in the State Department, 1803-1827. A very valu- 
able portrait o^ Robert Fulton^ of Penn., one of the inventors of the steam- 
boat, and painted by himself; Fulton studied under Benjamin West, of Penn., 
president of the Royal Academy of Fine Arts, London. Also 8 artist proof 
engravings oi celebrated inventors from original paintings in the collection 
of and presented by B. Woodcroft, of the Great Seal Patent Office, London. 
The Department Library, on the N. corridor, containing over 6,000 volumes 
for the use of employees in the building ; the^a/^«^ Office Library on the S. 
corridor, containing over 7,000 volumes bearing upon the mechanic and uscffiil 
arts, and for reference in the library room, and the Indian Office where some* 
times may be seen the representatives of Indian nations, who have been 
brought to the Capitol in connection with negotiation of treaties or business 
arising under them. The remaining iffices in the building possess no par- 
ticular interest to the general visitor. For description of Model Museum see 
page 147. 

Bureau of Education. — (Open every day, except Sunday, 
/rom 9 a. m. to 3 p. m.) — Occupies a Tented building on the 
NM corner of G and 8th sts. liiW . TYi^xfe '\^ ^^Iv^\^!at?v.tl 



DEPABTMENT OV THE INTKRtOE. 143 

of educational works, aDd other objects of interest in the 
promotion of eiiucation. 
HisTOKY-— In 1837 CungrcM auihoriierl ibe depaitl wilh Ihe differtnl 

ill ii><ji fiillinvci] ilir L'TMiiEsfcir [■jilic^cs of agriculture and 
thointi'i nil- IT-. I iiii'ii t I '-■'ir''i'i.ioQivitlipreviousact9oi 
llbsr^iliu : liit'.Uot UudgiiiutsinthQ 

intcn-i . I ■ . TN.57G,794 acres. It ex- 

ti'iKli'd ii' i I ■ ' : -. !i i ■■ J III.- 1. - H iii'ii iiiirnltted to the Union, 
till' a'raiio.iati' will ri'iidi tiic ma^niticent endowmaut o( 
7O.I>fl0,7M acre*, or 134,323 Btiiiare miles. This area of ten-i- 
tory is greater ttian that of ths whole of the Bi'ilJsh lalos, and 
over halftheareaof Imperial Germany or France. Or, valuert 
at the Govemm^iit price of SI 2'i per acre, makes a donation 
ol $09,453,492 50. All the nations in eliristcndnm put to- 
f^etlii'r liavit not done bo miicli for tlm idncatioii and future 
happiness of their people. The idea of n-iug tin' public do- 
main for educational pnipoiiea is not nioilci'ji. Lii 1S^3 it ivas 
a Buhject of iiiqiiiiy in the House of RcpresentJitivt's, tlie 
proposition bein^ to set apart a portion of this income to be 
distributed for the promotion of education in tbe several 
Slates. Ill 1B24 a ■'^solution was submitted in the same 
House to tlie effect that all money received from these sales 
oufjlit to be appropriated esclnaively for the support of com- 
mon school? and the construct ton of i-oads and canalR. In 
1826 Hr. Dickinson in the Senate reported a similar resolu- 
tion, bnt without success. Ontofthe aid laterufibrded sprung 
tlie comraoii-scliool system of the interior NW. 

On March 9, 1887, Consresa created a Department of Edu- 
cation, for the purpose of collecting such statisticH and facts 
as show the condition and pro;;ress of education in the sereral 
States and Territories, and of diffusing such information i-e- 
spectiiig the organization and managi^meai; of schools and 
school pjHtems and methofis of teaching .as may aid the people 
ot the United States in the establLahment and maintenance 
of efficient schools, and of otherwise', promoting the cause 
of education throughont the country. The management of 
the department was intrusted to a Commlaaioner appointed 
by the President and confirmed by the Senate. 

The Comralssiouer was required to report aunuoily to Con- 
greas the residts of his investigations and tabors, together 
with a statement of snch facts and recommendations as would 
in his iudgment subserve the purposes for which the depart- 
ment was established. The nest year CQMEt«si^>!*'M*A'Cs« 
department to a bureau, to be cau.fe4 tifte'-'-oaRB- '^'^^^?^-j 
Hon, " under the direotiona ol ttvc S.cQ.t&\a.T^ tA 'Sw, "v" 
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SuHYBY or THi: Tbheitories. — Offlcu 2il National 1 

BuildiDg, rth St. bet. E und F sts. N. W., (open every uuf, 

except Sunday, from 9 a.m.to^p.m) Here will be found 






,ij in leresti II g collection of sketches and d: 
iphs, by W. H. Jacki ' ' ^ _ 

expeditions inaiiKiiriited in 1867, and conducted 



"ft 



also photoBTaphs, by W. H. Jackson, taken during 

various expeditions inangnrated in 1867, and condu 

under the conimsnd and Bcientitic direction of Dr. P. V. 
Hajden and bnsiness management of Captain James Ste- 
venson, liisaHKodate. The wiUection includes the Yellow- 
stone region, Utah, Wyoming, and Colorado,Hnd 1000 n^ 
utives ilnistrative of Indians and Indian life. 

i-«r«»r,>i o/lki /«mV,-iB*o, ThomM Ewiog, Ohio ; 1830, Th™. It. 
T, McKcnna, Prnna,; tSso, A. H. H. Siuan, Va.; .S53, Robcrl MeddUiid, 
Micb.; i357, J. Thompadn, Mi».; iGti, C. B. Smith, lad : 1863.J, P. U^dier' 
Ind , iS6j, Jamn Hsrlan, la.: tS66. U, H. BrowniDg, 111.; iSfig 1. D. Co^ 
OhiDi i8T'iCii1unibiuDelina,Ohii);i8;;,ZachiuiiihChandlu,Mlch,; lajj. 



WHS to be (Ailed th 
the Cabinel. He 



the beDe"iAi^ uyfuni In the^lTrcI'Df C^lunbla te^ 
id hat BuperriioiT control ove 




PATENT OFFICE. 

taie Patent Office occupies two squares, extending from 
7th to 9th stB. W, and from F to G sts. N., and b about equi- 
distant fi-om the capitol and the Fitsiilent's House. It may 
be reached from citiier by the Jtotvopolitan or F-st. horse raU- 
aa^. The Tth-ft. harxe cars pass \1 m\ n\«"E,. TliE-nuim ..■^- 
^vnere is on F .tl,, and fronts Stli «t. /ruling s'liillv. 
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Desoription— TliiB immense pile, pit.tiated on the reserva- 
tion Mt apart la the old plan of the city lor thi> Katioual 
Cimrch or Mausoleum, Is piire Gi-ecian Doric, of mnssive pro- 

SnrtlonB, and meaatrres 453 ft. from B. to W. and 331 (t. from 
'. to S., liicliiding the projections of the portico, and has an 
elevation of 73 tc, stti-mounted by an aeroteria. The build- 
ing contains 191 roomt and eost (2.700.000. The reaervaiion 
(8) upon which it stands embracea 41 a., :ind the strnctiire 
IbHif covers 2} a. 



in'^o'n"lni'iiltri=r'iB^™gkia/ft!b. llVft. 'The^e! Win. ™ wJllJlod'hT Ibe 
SccieuUT of llic InKrlcir in iB;). The new (lortioai of tbe bollding arc nf Miiy- 



















.•su-rs-r~,ST.,; 








. OiiTlhtt. Ihclevcl 



On the S., facing 8th st. W., la an imposing pnriif.o, ap- 
proached by a lofty flight of granite steps which ahnt nfi.iiiist 
proportionate blockings of the same tnaterial. The portico 
rests OH ft substruction of masonry, and is composed of two 
rowg of 8 Doric columns, lliited. ft. in diameter and fi'3 tt, 
high, raised in sections and flanked by Immenae pilasters. 
It la modeled after the Parthenon, or Temple of Minerva, at 
Athens;, and is of the same dimensionH. A careful study of 
its proportions miist impress the beholder with Its grandeur. 
On theE. isajioriicoof a single row of nix columns, and also 
reached from the street by a grand flight of steps. On the 
N. is a portico of 8 columns In a single, row. The steps here. 
do not ascend to the order, but to the base of the line of piers 
upon wh'oh the portico stands. From this a door enters the 
basement. On the W. the portico corresponds with thnc on 
the E., with the absence of the steps to the order, in thi^case 
the ascent bein;; by a double flight to the basement. In the 
E. Wing there are 4 doors entering the basement, 2 of which 
are on the If. and S. 

From the main portico a door opena vtvVi a, ■s^ra^™!*. "^ 
trance ha!! or vestibule, with an aicVied ce\\\tMj. ^-ivos*. «^ 
Doric coliimne and 10 pilBBlBTS'. On. Vne t, ^-^^'^^^ d 
rorridor. which ejctendB entirely fttouv\4 \.V<i cv»t^ I 
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the bnilding, and upon whii;h ojieii the various ogico oj 
the Department of the Inierior. [For deiaiption of those itf 
interest »ee Department qf the Inlerior, page. 142.] 

The visilor can make the entire circuit of the building 
by lliis corridor. In each angle are ffranUe itepi to the base- 
merit, where are offices and storage vaults. From the S. 
entrance and vestibule a donh\e Sight of steps leads to the 
iftumm of Modek of Ihe Patent Office ; beoeiith this to the 
basement. 

Hnseiun of Models. — (Open every day, except Sundayt 
and holidays, from 8 a. m. to 3 p. m.) This Intereatihg 
eoS,td.ion o\ American and foreign inventlong, patented 
under the laws of the United States, embraces upwards 
of 155,000 models, accumulated since the fire of 1836, and 
diviilec] into 145 general clases, and neoi'ly 8,000 relevant 
subdivisions. The Museum occupies a suite of lour majtniS- 
U'nt lioiis ou the four sides of the btillding. second floor. 
Each case contains an indtx cai'd. 

See KiaM'S ILLCSTRATKD GtnDE TO THE MDSEUM OF 

Models Patent Office, for a catalogue ot models and 
I f th( most I olahie inventions. 
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S. Ball, (entrance.)— This is a superb apartment, ._ , , 

long hy 63 ft. wide and 30 ft. high. The prospect is broken 
bf 36 doriccoliunns In quadruple rows, with their entablature, 
20 ft. Iiigh, and corresponding pilasters, which support a se- 
ries of groined arches of 10 ft. Bpring, artlsticallj adj listed to 
iteeiire both Mlldit; and eft^ct. In the centre It a. rataed.ardi 
40 ft. liiEh, ol beautiful construction, and pierced by an apeP- 
tnn- of 13 ft. in diameter. This part of the ceiling Is admi- 
rably adapted to hai-monize tlie ran}!;e of arches on eif hertide- 
with the main design. The entire coD>pIicat«d etnictnro of 
the room is ol solid masonry. The general style of decora- 
tiou is Pompeiian, wltb appropriate adaptation. The iron 
staii'way opposite the doorleads to a storage room over ttie Si 
portico, used for documents. Hear the enoaoce door are n 
number o( relics of historic valne and interest. Oh the r. fa 
the printitig-pi'ess of Franklin, atwhlclilie worked in London 
in 1728. The caae, iirnrly opposite, (No. 24,)containsauuni- 
ber of Washington relics, including a set of china and cande- 
labra, presented to him by officers of the Society of the Cin- 
cinnati; oni^ pliite to Martha Washington from Gen. Lafayette, 
1781; llui uiiitorm ol Washington, worn when he re^gnud 
his commission in 1783; a tiia-Doard presented him, and his 
sword, secretary, eane, compass, and sleeping-tent. Among 
otlier relics in the same tase is the coiit worn by Jackson at 
the batllc of New Orleans; Baron dc Kalb's war eaddle; a 
sword presented to Commodore Biddle by the Viceroy of 
" ' " ..."■" -" o the officers 

Pae^, asso^ 
The case (No. 23) next 

oil Ljii:; ft . eouuLiufi Ljie un^iuai ui Lhe J}eclara£ia9i of Ind^ 

pendence, Washington's commission as commander-Jn-chie^ 
dated at Philadelphia, June 19, 1775, trcasuif diest, furni- 
ture, part ol a set, tents and tent poles, camp chest, andiixin^ 
curtains worked by Martha Wasliington, and two chairs. In 
tlie same case are two guns of antique pattern, presented to 
President Jefferson by the Emperorof Morocco, a model pai^ 
ented by Abraham Lincoln In 1847, for an improved metliod 
ol lifting vessels over shoals; also a ■pair of gloves which be- 
longed to President Lincoln, In tlieS. hall are 57 cases con- 
taining models of artificial limbs, beer and wine, bleaching 
anddyeiug. boots and shoe!!, caontehonc, chemical miscella- 
neous, clasps and buckles, clay, coffin, cutlery, dental, draft- 
ing, electricity, fuel, gas, gunpowder, harness, horology, tioee 
ai/a belthig, ice, leather, mauures, measuring-instruments, 
oil^ fats and ^Ine, optics, paint, piattwg, ^wssmvei?, \o«A. 
s/ffnals, BtUls, sugar, surgery, tan\V\ng,WowY«. Tft\ft\v!A\-««fc 
mMgfnally intended for an exYiVWtUm oi \»omB TQBmv*u*iM«a 
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^.. ^^K^'""-- "' uuM.'Mii.'Te, ifitrwiidi Rcir Admiral, Cluclo WitEci. ThtK 
wen Hlllc^llcDIIr IranifilKd id Ihs Nilionil MuKDn in the amlltllinllin tiulldlnf. 

and AgricBltaral and UciiUi:il Mneuini mpcaSrclj. In the hill vcr aim ■ ansa, 
bar ofSatenMiag objccu pHfcadng hlilMicil utodatlani, »iilributed hy Ibe vtii* 
— —mlln dEunaiEiiii. or bdonEliiE u lbs NulMWl Inidtiiia, fouaded 184(1, 
— d im», iBd eirlced iE)f. 




£. Ealt.—Oa tfae 1. the 8. hall opens into the K. hallj 271 
ft. loiijr atid GSJ ft. wiiie. The groined arclies of the ceiling 
rest upon 28 marble pieraaiidarequisitenumljerof pilastera. 
It contains 130 cases, CDiitainin|- mocleis ol appui-el, heile, 
boats, lK>ol(-l)hiding, bultitei's' tianlware, carding, clotti, cord- 
age, (iinoline and coraete, diyera and kilns, educational, (elt- 
Ir^ and hats, fine arts, fire-arms, fisliing, furniture, games and 
toys, governors, jewelry, kitchen iitensilEi, knitting and net- 
ting, lamps and gas-fitting, laundiy, locks and latches, mudc, 
ordnance, papei^-makiug, paper maiiufactnres, photogi'aphf. 
V printing, projectiles, sates, sewins madiines, ships, (2 classeaj 
L dlk, spinning. stAtionory, steam, (.3 daasBS^r^wwei -Mja-Vsa!- 
^^1^^ toilet, umbrellas ami fans. \-a\vii?i,vje^;^^ 




N. Hall, reacheil from tlio E. liall. is 2(ifi ft. Inn^' by 59J 
wide. The vast i-ooiii i^ covered by a pauoloil cciliiig uom- 
poBecl oi iron girdcre, and eutli-ely witiioot support In the liall. 
The number of cases here are 88, coiitainLiiK' modi'ls of jora- 
tion ami bottling, batlis aod elosets, hee liivcs, bolls, iiutB, 
and rivetB, brakes aud gins, ci^tiii;;, dairy, fllvs, piiileti and 
oroliard, griiidiii^and polish! i li;\ liunlw^tri' rn;[iiiifiLetiire, liar- 
rowfl, harvesters, horee abor-, iii-'Liihiray, imiid working, (7 
olasacB,) mills, nails, ueeilli's ;iiiil iiiii-, unv. iilowj, pneilmfi- 

ics, pumps, nUIwavB, (4 chis-^i--, ■ .<au-:. .; kr.^ nmi pliiutere, 

shuet metal, stabling, tnbill^■ ;iiiil whx, w;it(^r distribiitiliu, 
water wheela, wire-working, wood-screws, 



classes.) 



LICI IU??LJ IUIELU4U, 

.vood-worldng:, (4 

W. SaU is 2TI ft. long, (W ft. wide, and is the same In goft- 
eral (lesigti as the N. It contains models of bridges, brusbel 
and brooms, biitchuriiig, carpentiy, carriages and wagoast 
excavators, fences, glass, hoisting, hydraulic eng^oeePbitg', 
Jonmais and bearings, raasoory, mechanical powers, pavfllg, 
pivsaes, rooBng, stone, lime awd cement, threshing;, tobanco. 
Oominisdon&rs of Patent^. — lSl^ «™rf L.wWonSi, cen^.i, vma^ 

■daiund B„rlcc, Vl.: iSjg, TUonus Ewbinlt, H. -i.', 1*51, S. H. WoiWK,^.- 
"*, «- C. IVcighM^^ro. C, (a«in:-,> iB5!, Cl.-,-\« Mi»«, W^-, «fl. 
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fcBHtlT, Shotul,Penr,(itliTigi) iSfy, Joitph HoH, Ky,; i8s9, 1. T. SSugcrt. 

iS6s't, cVhaker, Ohioi l358, A. M.'smin, Ky.,(a«inBi) lS6S, E. H. HoJiei, 
Vl. C^aoEi) "868, E. PoDit, N. V i 1869. S. S. Fl.lltr, Obip^ .S70, Sim.tl L. 
Dbdcu. N. 8., (iclini;! 1S71, MoIdmerD. LtMcll, Ohio: 1B74, 1, M, Thiclitr, 
Vt Taj«,R.H.DBel!,N,Y 
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idcni dF the Pitent Office, Under tlie icl of Jul/ 4, igj6, ibc Paim 
wanU of 4,000. Thiiwaianimiiaiabkcaialnil;, AFltrlho fire lie buil- 



\i iMded (a Samuel Kf>pi 
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GENERAL POST OFFICE. 
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The General Post Offlc« (open euer^ doj;, Mcepf Sunda/f, 
from Q a. m. io 3 ^. m.) stands opposite the Pateot Office, 
on F St., and covers the square between 7th and 8th sts. W. 
and B and P sts. N. It may be reatdied by the F-st. Aorw 
cars from the E. and W., and those on 7th at. from the N. 
and S. parte of the city. 

The BldldiBe occapled by the GeueMi ¥wiS.Ci'&kr\^^'si- 
IntMan. TbeE 6t. portion wns <aimTOei\w.ft\^^'*>®'^'*-™^ 
Snifhedby Robert Mills. arduK-W., .\w\ w>\«Vt\\0.<=*.^™?f ^ 
Irom NcxF York quatriis. li\ \S4^ Co^S^?* v'-"'^^"**" | 
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H2 GENERAL POST UPKICE. 

N. hftif of Che aqoare to F aC, and in 1853 the extension of the 
buildins: over ttiut apftou was executed by Captain H. G. 
Meigs, United States Engiiieci-a, aupi^riuteii'loiit, and Edward 
Olanc, aasiatant, from designs by T. U, Walter, arciiitect of 
the Capitol, and was built out of Marvtaad marble. As thos 
completed, the buildljig mna-sures SO'O It. N. anil H., and 204 
ft. E. and W., and lias two stories, restiiig on a rustic baB»- 
ment, below wlilch are vaulta. In tlie centre Is a court, 194 
ft. long by 95 ft. wide. The fapadee are of white marble. 
The court is faced with granite. Above the basement rtee 
tile various feattii-ea of the order. Including monolithic c(A> 
umns and pilasters, witb beautllnlly- worked capitals, tbe 
whole extending through two stories, n])on whidi rest the 
architrave, frieze, and eornice. crowned by a paneled acao- 
teria. The malu front is on E at. The S. or main entmnoe 
is in the bosemt'nt, reached by marble steps, and is foiined 
of two Doric columns, one on either side, and opens into a 
vestibule, on the r. and 1. of which are coixldors, leading tO 
mai'ble atalronses to the upper stories. Over this entranM 
are four attaclipd colnmna of the Corinthian order. The E- 
front Is bi'oken by a central projection of six columns, tiM 
outer ones being coupled ; and nil either side, towards tfaa 
extremities of this front, is a smaller projection of tour at- 
tached colnmns, coupled. Beneatli the central projection is 




a vestibule, supported on four Doric colnmos and four corner 
piers The ceiling walls, and floor are finished iu white 
marble and on either side la a niche. T\w'W.l'rowt\&tliiB 
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of Ae arch of thia entrance ia 
On either Bide are figures in b 
and Electricity. 

The N. front presents a receasetl portEco, conaiating ol 8 
coupled uolumiiB resting on un arcade of rustic piers corres- 
pondiiis with ttiH basement. Tlien! are entrances to the 
general office on tlie r. and 1. of the central ai'cade, and from 
which passugcsoratepslead to the corridors on the same floor 
or above. The corridors are on three sides only. The build- 
ing cost »1.700,000. 

The PoittHiuter OentnWa office is on the floor above the 
baacment, S.side of 8. corridor. Here may be seen a aet of 
pliotograplis of tlie Poatmatitera General. The Dead Letter 
office is on the N. aide, entered from the N. end of the E. 
eoi-ridor tliroiigfa a passage or anteroom. To gain admission 
it will be necessary to procure a permit from the ulilet clerk 
of the Financcoflice, on the Boiiie floor and in tli(! SW. angle. 
The building contains 81 rooms. The stairways are in the 
aui^les of the building. 

Ci^ Post OffioB — The Citv Pott Office occupies the cen- 
tral jjortions of IheN frant TheLettLrDeliyi i v and Stamp 
depaitment i» entered throng^ the <t aiotied dooinavs under 
the N. portico. The ceiling which is of iron and bnck, is 
eupportpd on granite piei's llie doors on the i au I i , out- 
side, before 'en U-rinjr, lead, in addition to the <K>riIcloi«and 
BtaiiTvays, to the Chief Clerk's and Mom t Oiiki and Kegla- 
tered Letter offices respectively (See Oenerat Information.) 

History i—Beforv the erection of the present edifice the 
General Post Office occupied a buddluu; which stoo 1 on the 
S. half of the squir" known as Blodgott s Union Pnblio 
Hotel. It was 120 ft long SO ft wide and 3 stoius hi^h; 
designed by Jamea Hoban, and built of brick oriinmented 
witli freestone. It w»s comnipnfr'd in 17*51 The atnietnre, 
however, was never compi ill = j ' i The plan 

was to erect iC out of tb( ] I In owner 

of the prize ticket was an [ i Itliniit the 

moans of carrying on tliu i\ i i ' < national 

metropolis held performan V namlierof 

Irish and otbercmij int'* il I i iiient free of 

rent. In ISlOit Wiispuiclii. Ii i < ui ut After 

tlie hnnihigof the Capitol Ct i I I -nou In. W. m. 

the only suitable bnildhij; 1 1 ih i U \n v ■^ « wws^-^ 
hjltie General and City Po ., l-lffii-L Vj.1. \v\ OW«e *Sr.^^ 
bmrrot Congress. Ihe latter v,Aa ic«vttsv>i w»v\«^^«a 
Ja 181$. The building and contents w«Te w\.w«M ^s^-^ 
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by Gte OB D'c Tc, 1S36. PHoits bulldinci ven lubicqocady oocapled tffl 
the complclioa Dllhc prenentitmcnin. 

PailmatUri GVwrn/.— 1789, Samuel QigDod, Mali ; 1791, Tlmolby 
FickerinE, Mui.; 179;. Jmeph Habenhum, Ga.; tBoi, Gideon GnngEr, 
Conn.; 1B14, H. J, Miigi, Ohio : 18)3, Joho McLean, Ohio ; i8», W T. 
Itarrj.Ky.; 1B3J, AmL« Kendall. Ky.; ,B.o. J. M, Nil«, Conn.; .Si. Fm- 
cIsGrWer.N.y.; i8..,C.A. Wickliffe, Ky.; .8,5. Ca« Johmon, T«nn.r 
.8,9. Jacob Colismer, Vl.: .850. N. K. Hall, N. V.; .851, S. D, Hubbiini, 
Conn.; .851, lama Campbell, Penn.; 1857. A. V. Brown, T*nn.; .aso, J. 
Holl Ky.: i8«i, Horaiio Kii«, Me.; .B61, Monlgomery Blair. Md,; iB^ 
«.. D=nni.on, dhio : .866, A. \*. Randall. Wis.: ,it». J. A. J. Ct«.-ell. 
Md.: .S74,MarahillJt»fen,Conn.;.876,J.W.Tyncr,lnd; .a?:, D, M. Key, 
Teni, . T>cm, 

The Oen. . 

General Post Office have expanded 10 a degree fully up I 
of ihe increased pofulalion and imelligente of ihe people. 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

The Department of Justice ■open every day, except Sim- 
day, from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m.) occupies the upper floors of a 
fine building on Pennsylvania av., between 15 and \5i 
Bts.p and opposite the Treasury Department, erected by 
the Freedmen's Savings and Trust Company. The entrance 
is at the W. end, S. front. 

OluectB of Interest.— The Gallery of Paattmg$ of the 
Attorneys General of the United States, is in the Attorney 
Generars room, B. E. corner 2d floor, in the Assistant AV 
tnrney General's rooms, No, 9 and 15, and the Solicitor 
General's rm>m. No. 11, all 3d floor. The portrait of Ed- 
mund Randolph, of Va., the first on the list, is from an 
oriKinal. That of William Pinkney, of Md., is from Peale. 

■l//onH^ Gnttml.—ijSi), Edmund Randolph. Va.: .794, WillinB. Brad- 
lord. Penn.; 1795, Charle. Lee, Va.; i6jt, Levi Lincoln, SfaM.: iBos, Robert 
Sinilh, Md.; .^j.'John BreckenridEe, Ky.; 1807, Ciaar A. Radney, Del.: 
iSii, William nnkney, Md.: .8.1, R^cfard Ruth, Penn.: .817, Wllllacn Win, 
Va.: .Bjo,J. M. Berrien, Ga.; iSj., Roger B. Taney. mJ.; .833, B. F. 
Builer, N. v.: 1B18, Felix Grundy, Teon.: .840. K. D. Gilpin, Penn.: 1841. 
J. J. Criltenden. Ky.: 1841, H. S. Legar& S. C: .841, John Nelion, Md.; 
.845, John V. Mason, Va.: 184S, Nalban Clifford, Me.: .848, Isaac Toocey, 
Conn.; .849. Re^rdy John-on, Md,: .8;°, J. J. Crittenden, Ky.; .853, 
Caleb Cushine^ .Vlasi.: ,8ij, ler. S. Black, Penn.; .S60. E. M. Stanlon, 
Jlfjin.; r86i, Edward Bates. Mo.; .86* Jamet Speed, Ky.: i8«. Henry 
Sreabery, Ohio; •S6S. W. M. EvarK, W. \,; iMa.^- C,\V™. Mawj 
tSfo,A. '/■. Ac^erman, Ga.; t87'-C.. H. W,\\™ro?., Oregor, *Ti.^A-"«^ 
Pierteponl. N. V.; 1876, Alphims.. T-.itt, Oh\ - , .an.CV.M\«\iMtm,-HMfc. 
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Hidsry oFths DepHrlmeat.— Tlii-i Exccuiive Depinmcm. of which tlie 
Aiicrncy Ocneial it in<^ head, w<> created by acf of Congreu sppravcil June 

«, if- — ' L_,._„ _,.... ,< , , .. .1... 
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Under rfic jAlIomey Geiwral ore the offiiCEit ol *«'!?^'''^'"5\; 
rjuni of-hc Uniwd SB.t«, the Reform School, »':"°^^S'^„« 
of the Dinrlci o/ Columbia, end Ihc law olfictis o* *= &«««" 



DEPARTMENT OF AORlCtTLTUEE. 



DEPAHTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

Tlip DepartmeJit ol Asriciilture (open daily, except Suadaif, 
/rvm9a. m. fo 3 jj.i».}ocuuple3 thut portion ot tlieMalllyliif 
£. of 14th St., nnd between the Washington Mounmeat ^M 
the SmlthROnian Iiistltntion. The building conimanda a view 
of the biisiuess quiLrter ol the city, and Iti turn itself inakesft 
fine appcamnce Irom 13th st. W., which It lace?. 

Grouuda. — The groiiods in the immediate vlcintty of the 
building are beautitiilly laid out. On tiie N. front ia a con- 
-en-ted eiii-fuce tlie entii'e length of the building;, and SO ft 
wide, whicti uiftliea a epncious carriageway to the malo en- 
triLnce, and is also used by pedestrians. A terrace wall 
about 4 ft. jii^li, ornamented with stone balusCprs and pedi- 
ii!ii.'nts wJlh pLint vases, rnns the length and parallel wltii 
the Iront of tliu building, and at a distance ol about 100 yds. . 
At each estremity of the nail la a small iron paTilioB o( 
suitable dedl«;ii. The terrace divides what are known as tlie 
Upper and Lower Gardeiia. The fmin^T is laid out In beds, 
witli Interveuhig wallis, and Is devoted to Sowers, vases, axiA 
rustic fitatuary. The lower, and all the ^onnda lyteif in 
front of tlie building line, with the exception of tlie flowBT 
garden, have been laid out aa an arboretum, with walks and 
drives, and a well-selected oolleotion of the hardier treea liad 
slirubs. The flower garden contains no shade trees, wldch 
a.flrord0 an unbroken view of tlie building-. The trees and 
plants in the arboretum are platiCed on strictly botanieBl 



The colliictioii embraces 1,600 species of plants. In the 
ifar of tile depai'tmeut building and pliiiit linuscs are the 
Expen'mCTital GroiindM, covering about ID a., those lying in 
the rear of the plant houses being set apart for I'xpisrimeiital 
ganleiiing, and those In the I'earof the b^iildiuu'^ iiuil occu- 
pying the SE. angle of the enclosure, tor Cliu c^^^jLiri mental 
-orchards aiiri aCahles and yard. The object of tlioic groiiuda 
. is for testing varieties of small fruits, seed»t, mihI Eoi- the prop- 
agation and culture of haixly plants. Along portion of the 
N. Hue of tliQ grounds, oonimendng at the W.. are aiiifieial. 
lakes, rivers, and ncamps, for the cultivation of typv^ varietW 
oX water aLUl marsh plants. 'L'he plans (or Che i;r.ii!hw and 
Inylng out ol file gi-oitnds wen^ piupin-ijil and airried Into 
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execution in 1868, by Wiiluiin Saiiinlers, of Peiin, , ^ ^, 

teiideot of Gnrtleii^ mid Gi'duikIb. (Also see Plant HouaMbl 
The Department Bnlliliiip, dtsisued by Adolph CliWB, ar- 
chitect, anil complet*"'! in ISGS, is o' H"" renaUsance Btyle, 170 
ft. long by 01 ft. Af.ep, with a tiniehed basempnt. three laU 
BtorlM and Manwird i-oof. It was erected by coiiti'act, under 
the siiperlntencence of the ai'Chitect, ie PonBtmeteil of pressed 
tirick, with brown-stone buse?, belts, comicee, anil trimmings, 
and coBt, indudinp^ apparatus for laboratory, 4140,420, T^o 
front precentH a centre building with main entrances, and is 
flanked by two wings. 







irti^bj; fricic. 






IHOiiaUosa of EnglaVd, FianEe, GErminy, mil luJf. T£e •t/iu « 



DBPABTMENT OF AaaiCULTUHB. 169 




vldcd luu ^incriL, 5UIi:. lud cunomli:. The genenl dlvliina miulra"> iKr hli. 
rj Dfagricultuijl proiljcu. The rniiu inil usEtuWei ure madcltd 



160 DEPABTHKNT OF AQRICULTUKE. 

and economic snb«tances manufactared therefrom, of each State. The prfndf^ «l^ 
ftd •f tht museum is utility, to include ail the products of a^coltare, 
«pon the increase of knowledge in that important branch of industry. 

In the centre of the hall is a tabU of California redwood yx iz ft. finished in 
native woods, and presented by gentlemen in California. The vast on the tabic b 
made of Coquina or Florida shell rock from St. Augustine, Florida, taken ftom tht 
foundation of the residence of the early Spanish colonial governors. 

Cases North Range commencing on the W. The shelf numbers coaat froo 
below. The injurious birils have a perch with a partly black end, and btntjUUd^ while. 

1. Not yet erected. It is proposed, however, to place this case shortly. 

2. I, American ducks; 2, American small birds, arranged to show benefit or in* 
jury, with contents of stomachs in small boxes; 3, American hawks and owla. 

3. I, animals — domestic and farm pests; 2, American game birdaj 3, gulla aad 
aquatic birds. 

4 Domestic poultry. 

5. I, Fish — prepared skins ; 2 and 3, foreign game birds that can be or have been 
domesticated. 

6. A case has been prepared for this space, and will be erected at once. 

7. Foreign game birds. 

g. California products and miscellaneous specimens. 

9. Grains and cerials — native. 

10. Grains and cereals— native. The middle and upper sheivet arraagiDdl bf 
SUtes. 

11. I and 2, Temporary case of botanical specimens. 

12. I, Vegetable fibres — cotton. 

Cases Soitth Range commencing on the B. 

iz. Foreign woods, &c. 

13. I and 2, Foreign grains, collected at the Paris Exposition 1867; |, 
neous. 

14. I, Petroleum, tobacco; 2, sugar, syrups, &c., Indian foods; 3, 
products, gums, resins, &c. 

15. I. Chinese paper; 2, American and foreign paper and paper-maidng 
rials) 3, Japanese paper. 

16. Silk from egg to manufactured goods of highest quality. 

17. I, Animal fibres, angora wool; 2, vegetable fibres, ramie and aloes } 3, vege- 
table fibres, miscellaneous. 

18. I, Vegetable fibres, cotton; 2, flax, flax cotton, asclepias; 3, New ^-^flami 
flax, agaue fibre and miscellaneous tropical fibres. In a case against the wadi iaa fine 
specimen of the cotton plant. 

19. The case designed for this space has not yet been erected. 

Centre of the Hall, commencing on the west. 

20. I, Tropical fruits — southern apples ; 2, apples, (models.) 

21. I, Vegetables, (models;) 2, apples and pears, (models.) 

22. I, Vegetable, apples, fish, (models;) 2, pears, (models.) 

23. I, Vegetables and fruits, (models ;) 2, misceUaneous froits and v^etabks, 
(models,) fungi; (models and natural.) 

The flan of the museum was suggested and carried into operation Xxf Townead 

Glover, entomologist of the Department. 

16. Statistician. — Here the monthly and annual rtfrtt and ttatUtUal tt^wtmrn^ 
ti«n are compiled. 

17. Clerks of the Statistical Division. 

18. LADrcs' Retiring Room. 
10 Clekks 

20. Cabinet of Entomology. — Tne room, 20 x 30 ft., is supplied with suitable 
walnut cases. The collection comprises the insects of the United States injurioot 
and beneficial to agriculture, arranged scientifically, for reference. In the of^n 
casei is a small collection of insects for exhibition, and specimens of insect injury 
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Plant Houses —On the W. of th<». department building 
the plant houses^ commenced in 1868 from designs by WiV 
liam Sanndeif!, Superintendent of Gardens and Grounds. 
The main structure is 320 ft. long and 30 ft. wide E. and VT,^ 
with a wing 150 long projecting to the i*ear or S. of the centre 
of the main building. The centre pavilion is 60 ft. long, 32 
it. wide, and 30 ft. high, and is devoted to palms and 'jhe 
larger tropical plants, such as bananas. The paviliovu at 
the extremity of the wings are 30 ft. square, 26 ft. high, i ud 
»re the orangery^ and for other semi-tropical fruits. Th 'se 
terminal pavilions are joined to the centre by conrudi ig 
ranges 100 ft. long, 25 ft. wide, and 17 ft. high, and are o- 
cupied by the miscellaneous collection of plants of practl al 
use, such as medical plants and those furnishing textile fibp % 
useful gums, sugars, and dyes. The S, projecting wing is 
the grapery^ and contains a collection of foreign grapes. '1 e 
roots are planted in borders on the outside, and the stei s 
conducted into the grapery through apertures in the brl t 
wall. The dark varieties are on the W. side, and the lig it 
on the E. There are 100 varieties in all. 

The plant houses are heated by means of hot water, circulated through 5,000 ft. 
of 4-in pipe, and supplied by two boilers. The boilers are arranged wim a cttt>(^ 
so that they may be operated separately or together. 

These houses have foundation walls of red sandstone, with bluestone bases auid 
caps. The doors and windows of the centre and wings are designed in moresque 
arches. Brackets uphold the cornice from which the cupola roof rises. The nuUn 
entrance projects from the main building, and has three arched openings The 
frame of the structure is of iron and wood substantially built, and cost $25,000. 
The roof is covered with American glass of double thickness, and curved expresaly 
for the purpose. 

Commissioners of Agriculture, — 1862, Isaac Newton, Pcnn.; 1867, John W. Stokes 
Penn., (acting}) 1867, Horace Capron, Hi.; 1871, Frederick Watts, Penn. 

History.— Under act July 4, 1836, Henry L. Ellsworth, Commissioner of Patents, 
gave attention to the distribution of rare grains^ seeds^ and flants^ in the collectioo 
of which he was aided by the diplomatic and consular officers of the United States 
in foreign countries. In 18 J9 $1,000 were appropriated for the purpose. This gave 
rise to the agricultural division of the Patent Office. ^ . vi' 

In 1858 a Propagating Garden was established on that portion of the public grounds 
lying along the S. side of Missouri av., bet. 4^^ and 6th sts. N., for the purpose of 
testing sorghum and Chinese sugar cane. In 1868 these operations were removed 
to the present more extensive grounds. . j «- , 

The Department of Agriculture was established by act of Congress dated May I5, 
1862, '^to acquire and diffuse among the people of the United States useful infor- 
mation on subjects connected with agriculture in the most general and comprehen- 
sive sense ot that word, and to procure, propagate, and distribute among the people 
new and valuable seeds and plants." The chief executive officer waste be knowa 
as the Commissioner of Agriculture, to be appointed by the President and confirmed 
by the Senate. The Department, before occupying its present abode, had rooms in 
the basement of the Patent Office. r j j 

There are now annually distributed about i,aoo,ooo packages of seeds, and X5«000 
bulbsy vines, cuttings, and plants. 
The publications cf the Department cotvawt oCau annual Te^wtoS^feowt 700 pag« 
octavo, zz7,ocx> to 275,000 printed for dialtibutxou, au^ montW) re^wt* lA iJowx 1^ 
pages octzvo, on the condition of the crops. x%,QOo v^mvtd. 
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NAVAl OBSERVATOEY. 
The United States Naval Obseryalory ia one of the leading 

BHtronomical establishments in tliv world. It is open every 
day, except Sunday, from 9 a. la. to 3p. m. Tlie watchman 
will allow viaitora through the building'. Night viiila artvery 
mwh reitrieted in conaequence of (he interfeTence with the 
aalronomieal Korlc. The street ears on Pennsylvania av, run 
witbin 10 min. walk. Alight at 24th at. W., south side. Y\s~ 
itora afoot may reach the Observatory by following New 
York av. W. of the State, War, and Navy Department to E 
Bt, N., thence by the latter to24thst.W. 

Qroimds. — Tlie Observatory ocenplps a commanding site 
on the N. bank of the Potomac, SQ ft. above tide, and orig'iu- 
sliy known as Peters'' Hill, after its proprietor. The lieanti- 
f[d grounds comprise 19 a within tlie \ all* and eonstlt ite 
Betervafi n A o 4 on tbe or ^ nal plat of the cit^ 




bum !•>! Il>e dcfcoK °rilis cily agiuiut Ihc BogUili. 

The Observatory, Ion ndod in 1S43, is under the direction ol 
the Bvreaa of Navigation, Navy Department. Tho reserva- 
tion in the centre ol which it stands was selected for the pur- 
pose by President Tyler. 

Bnildingrs^The cmtral building, com-pVXRA"ov\%u>-,'«. ^ 
ft. eq., consisting of a basement, and % sWjtwis, ■«*^*- ^'^q, 
!ng parapet and balustrade:, and la aunao™^'^'*^"' ^ 



164 NAVAL OBSERVATORY. 

On the E. and W. are wings^ each 26 J ft. long, 21 ft. wide, 
and 18 ft. high. At the end of tlie former is the residence of 
the superintendent, and the latter, an observing^oom^ 40 ft. 
by 28J ft., built in 18G9. The projection on tlie S. is 60 ft. 
long, and terminat(js in tiie great dome. Visitors are expect- 
ed to register their names in the book opposite the main 
entrance. 

Booms and InstnunentSt — The numbers refer to the diagram 
of ground plan. 

I.* Pier of Equatorial, brick, imbedded 17 ft in the earth, conical, is i£ ft. 
in diameter at the surface line, 7 ft. at top, 28 ft. high, and is capped with a pedestal 
of stone weighing 7}^ tons. Over the pier is a dome 23 ft. in diameter, rising zo ft. 
above the roof, and provided with a slip. The dome revolves on six £4-lb. shot. 
This Equatorial^ purchased in 1845, was made by Merz and Mahler, Munich, cost 
$6,000. Object-glass, 962 in., clear aperture j focal length, 14 ft. 4.5 in. Its loori 
is chietly upon the smaller planets, asteroids, and comets. 

II. Superintendent's Office. — Here is an electro-chronograph^ in a marble case, 
invented by Prof John L. Locke, 1848. It is connected by electric wires with the 
clocks in the Executive Departments, Weather Signal Office, and Western Union 
Telegraph Office. The current is continually passing, the pendulums of all the clocks 
beating toeether. In the adjacent hall is a superbly-carved black walnut switch'b»ardy 
made by the Western Electric Manufacturing Company, Chicago, and purchased in 
1874. The frame takes 1 10 wires, and has 3,000 combinations. Through this the 
clocks, chronographs, and instruments are placed in communication with each other 
and with the telegraphic system of the world. The old switch-board is opposite. 

III. General Office. IV. Office of Naval Officer in Charge of 
Chronometers. V. Packing-Room. 

VI. Mural Circle and Transit, with clock and chronograph. Mural Cir^ 
cUy made by Troughton & Simms, London, 1843 } erected in 1844. Object-glass, 
4.10 in., clear aperture j focal length, 5 ft. 3.8 in. j diameter at graduation, 60.35 iQ'J 
is divided into every 5 min., and is supplied with reading microscopes. Its use is ft>r 
observing declinations of stars. Transit^ made by Ertel & Son, Munich, 1844 i crect> 
ed the same year. Object-glass 5.33 in., clear aperture; focal length, 7 ft 0.4 in. 
Used for observing the right ascension of stars. These were the principal instru- 
ments used by Prof. Yarnell in making his Catalogue of 10,658 Stars. 

VII. Chkonometer-Room, in which the chronometers of the navy, when not 
in actual use, are kept and rated. The average number here is 200. They are 
wound and compared with a standard,daily, and a record kept of their variation by 
the naval officer in charge. In the same room is a standard mean-time <r/eci, with 
necessary apparatus, from which at meridian each day exact time is dispatched. The 
naval officer in charge, at 3 min. before noon, connects the clock through the foot 
of the pendulum with electric wires, and at mean noon taps the electric key, simul- 
taneously giving the instant of mean noon to the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany's offices, and thence all over the U. S. The ball over the Observatory is 
dropped at tne same moment. 

VIII. Library. — In 1844 this consisted of 200 vols, of astronomical works, do- 
nated by the Greenwich, Paris, Berlin, and Vienna Observatories. It now com- 
prises 6,000 vols., some very rare, dating in 1482, relating to astronomy, meteorolo- 
gy, and kindred sciences, and is the most complete of the kind on the western hemi- 
sphere. 

IX. SiDERiAL Clock, made by Kessels, of Altona, Germany, is used as the 
standard clock of the Observatory. 

X. Transit Circle, made by Pistor & Martins, Berlin, was first mounted in 
the present Library in 1865. Object-glass, 8.52 in., clear aperture; focal length, ix 
ft. I in. ; outer diameter of its circles, 45.30 in., and at the graduation, 43.40 in. 

BotA circles are divided to every z min., and are fitted with reading microscopes. 

The collimators J for adjusting the insirumcul, Viavc a ?oca\ \tw^v\io^ i.'X.wltu 

Use: observation of the positions of the sun, mootv, atvd ^UwcVi. \w \\it «ms^«. xwim 

u a eironogra/fh^ made by Alvan Clark & Soivs, ftonv dcs:\^us \>^ Yxo^.^tiw.>\^t^- 

aest. It records by ciectnc wires the times at wVv\cYi oV>sctva.uou* wt m^^t. 




The rooms oil the second floor ol thi; mulii liiiildlny; arv. iisnti 
by offlcers In oharsta of the various instruments and tlielr 
assistants. The view fi-om the platform around the doroo is 
very flue. To the top of the staff over the dome a bla«k<=s.fi^ 
vasa baU, 2^ ft, in Jinmetar, is howU-A iwiVj v>, \>e^ twwnSji* 
before iiooii. aiif? by racana ol a ateeV ^v^w?,, ^P"*^^"^^ 

magnet ami operated from the c.liwmnn\t\cv-\QoW^''''^™'^^ 

oil the instant ot mean nonn. 



16G ARMY MEDICAL MUSEUM. 

Suftrinttndents •f the Defot of Charts and Instruments. — 1830, Lieut. L. 
Goldsborough j iS^t Lieut. Charles Wilkes; 1836, Lieut. Hitchcock; i8|8, Li 
J. M. Giiliss. Of the Naval Observatory. — 1844, Commander M. P. Mauiy: r », 
Capt. J. M. Giiliss; 186^, Rear Admiral C. H. Davis; 1867, Rear Adnural ' f. 
Sands; 1874, Rear Admiral C. H. Davis 

History. — The first action of Congress towards the establishment of an ob* Tm* 
tory was in i8zi, in the passage of a joint resolution to ascertain the UngHudt ika 
Capitol from Greenwich, first proposed by Wm. Lambert, of Va., in x8ia I fSjo 
a bureau^ for the care of the instruments and charts o^ the navy, was creat . A 
small 30-in transit was erected at the same time. A series of obstrvathns wt car- 
ried on in connection with the Wilkes Exploring Ex^dition, i838-''4£. In i^Z a 
^^ permanent depot" was established. IniSS^ ihc meridian of the Obstrx wj at 
Washin^on was adopted as the American meridian for astronomical aa^ 
Greenwich for all nautical purposes. Long, of Observatory, 77^ )' 5'M 
Greenwich ; lat., 38° 53' 38".8 N. 



ttatof 



AR^rSf ]VIEDICAL MUSEUM. 

The Army Medical Museum {open every day^ except S*, day^ 
from 9 a. m, to Sp, m.) stands on the E. side of 10th & . W,, 
about midway between E and F sts. N. It is a plain bride 
structure, painted darlc brown, 3 stories liigh, 71 ft. front, and 
109 ft. deep. Tlie building was originally a church, and thdo 
a theatre, known as Ford's Theatre, and was the scene of the 
tragedy of April 14, 1865 — the assassination of President 
Lincoln, The building was immediately closed by the Gov- 
ernment, and in April, 1866, Congress purchased it for $100,- 
000, for the purpose to which it is now applied. The interior 
was taicen out, remodeled, and madt, dre-proof, under direc- 
tion of Surgeon Greneral Barnes. There is now no trace ol 
the exact scene of the assassination. Its location was on the 
r., about the centre of what is now the second lloor. The as- 
sassin took his last drink in tlie restaurant, wliich occupied 
tlie first floor of tlie S. wing, now the Chemical Laboratory. 
Tlie President was conveyed to the house No. 516, opposite, 
and died in the back room of the first floor. 

On the N. side, in the rear of the building, is a small wing, 
occupied by the Museum workshops, and in front, on the b. 
side, is another wing, used by the Chemical Laboratory and 
the officers on duty. The main entrance is in the S. portion 
of the front, and the Museum is in the third story, at the top 
of the stairway. The first floor is occupied by the record 
and pension division of the Surgeon General's Office, contain- 
ing the papers belonging to the military hospitals and monthly 
sick reports of the army during the rebellion, 1861-65, and 
are stiV received from the various posts of the regular army, 
27je hospital records number over \<d,OQ^ no\^. TVv^ ^^yment 
of pensions is based upon lnformatVo\\Yec^v\ei(iiv<ivcv>i?ftfc^fcxftR> 
ords. The alphabetical registers coutaXw aXiou\,'i^^ W^i T^am^'^ 



AKMY MEDICAL MU8BUM. 167 

. of the dead of the army. The Chemical Laboratory in the S. 
irlng is charged witli the examinntion of alleged adiiltemtions 
of mRdiclncs and hospital suppliea, and other invcstigatioua 
of IX similar nuture which come before tlie Siu^on General. 
Thu seconddoor contains ihesuraieal records, ui theS.wiog, 
OD this floor, are the offices of the Siu^eon General and lur- 
geon in eJtarge, Hero are portraits of Surgeon General TjOvcI, 
Joini Hntiter. (a copy from Sir Joshua Ruynolds,) phllteoptii- 
cal writer on surgery. Dr. Bloiton, author of Crania Ameri- 
cana, and Dr. Physic, an original by Bembrandt Peale. 

Mnaenm, — The Mnacum on the third floor is well lighted 
in front and rear and by a large central slrrlight, which also 
lights the floors below tlirongh oblong openiugs. Tiie attend- 
ant in tlio room will answer questions and point out objects 
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with birds, reptiles, and fishes. VI. Miscellaneous SeeUotu 
including models of hospitals, barracks, ambulanoes, and 
medicine wa<^ns, a collection of surgical instruments, arti- 
ficial limbft, and other articles of interest. The object of the 
Museum is not to gratify public curiosity, but was founded 
and is carried on in the interests of science. It is the iin»BBt 
collection of the kind in the world, and is resorted to by sur- 
gical and medical students and \mters from all parts of the 
United States and abroad. The original design of the Museum 
was the collection of specimens illustrative of military surgeiy 
and camp diseases for the education of medical men for mili- 
tary seiTice. The Medical and Surgical History of the War 
was compiled from the records of the museum. 



GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 

The Grovernment Printing Ofl3ce and Bindery {open every 
day, except Sunday, from 8 a. m. to 5. p, m.) occupies an 
L-shaped brick building, on the SW. corner of II and North 
Capitol sts. The Office may be reached by the Columbia 
Home Railway, Visitors should alight and enter by the door 
nearest N. Capitol st. There is also a public entrance ou the 
latter st. It will be necessixry for strangei*s to state to the 
watclnnan at either door that they desire to visit the build- 
ing. Tlie building measures 300 ft. on II St., and 175 ft. on 
N. Capitol St., and is 60 ft. deep and four stories high. The 
bnildinj;, without the addition of an extension of GO ft. on the 
W. en(l, and an L of 113 ft. on the E. end, made in 1871, was 
purchased in 1860 by the Superintendent of Public Printing, 
an office then created under autliority of an act of Cono^ress. 
It had previously belonged to Cornelius Wendell, and was 
then used as a printing office, under the contract system. 
The object of tlie purchase was the execution of the printing 
and binding authorized by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, the Executive and Judicial Departments, and the 
Court of Claims. Connected with the main building are a 
paper warehous(^, machine shops, boiler and coal houses, 
wagon shed and sUible. 

On the first floor are the press, wetting, drying, and engino 
rooms. The presses include a variety of patterns, and are 
adapted to every species of work. There are 52 in all, from 
the immense Bullock press to the small Gordon. On the 
second Jloor are the composing-room, with 300 stands, the 
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pToof-readinerooms, Che electro and stereotype foundery, and 
the oflicea of the Consiresaional Printer. On the third Jloor 
1b the bindery, including embo^iu)^, niimberiug, pagiug, rill- 
ing, Btampliig, etltclilug, marbling, unil all other bi-anclies. 
The proeesa of mai'bliiig i? pni'tii'iilnrly interesting. On the 
fotirth Jloor &T& tlip.'^litrliiim; ;inii fuliliiig roomfi and tile Ctiu- 
ereesional Hecoi-il iiltiii-, ■.! ii ti ;i i.-a|iai.'itr of working 100 men. 
The Record, coiiridnii];;- ili'' jpiocnilinga and debfttesof Con- 
gresfi, now printed ;it tin- I'uljlio Printing Office, is isiued 
every day at 6 A. M. dnring the session ol Congresw. All 
bills and reports, without regard to length, are dt-Uvered in 
print to Congress the day following their presentation. 

Tlie Public Printing Office is the iai'gesC eetabliflhment kA 
the kind iu the worliT The capacity for work is practically 
without limit. Upwards of 120,000 pages of documentary 
composition and 1,000,000 volnmea of tliat class of work have 
been turned out in a single year. The finest works printed 
here are the Medical anu Siu-gical History of the War; the 
reports of the Paris EKpositloii ; Astronomical Observations 
of the Naval Observatory ; the Census of 1870 ; tlic Cose of 
the United Staten before tlie Tribunal of Arbitration at Gen- 
eva, in English, French, and Poi'tngiiese ; pi-ufeasional papen 
of the Bureau of Eiisrincfri. lV;ii' Di-iiiirtnieiit ; tlic Dtirien 
and Tiihnanti'pr.. Slii]>-r;,ri;U !':\pfilitii>iis; ILivrl'-n's Final 
Surveys; Cliuemc Kin-V; Stirv.y- of the 40th I'in'allcl ; Hie 
Coast Siu'vcy Hcikh-I; ; iiiid ^-imhtuI C:italoiciH'sof the Libra- 
ries of the Uniti->ii Stiii.-'^.ini] ihi.' i^ui-Ki/on General's Office. 

PiAUc Printfrs. — Siiperinttn'laila, 1S53, J. T. Towers, 
D. C. ; 1854, A. G. Seaman, Penn. ; 1858, G. W. Bownuin, 
Penn.; 1860, John Heart, Penn.; 1861, J. D, Delrees, Ind. ; 
1860, O. Wendell, N. T. Congreinonal Printers— i^l, J. 
D. Defrees, Intl. ; 1869, A. M. Clapp, N. Y. 

The office is divided into the Composing Department. H. 
T. Brian, Foreman of Printing; Electro and Stereotyping, 
A. Elliott, jr., Maurice Joyce; llinilery, J. H. Hobeits. 

In lti52 the old contract system of public printing was 
abolisiied, and the office of Superintendent of Public Print- 
ing tor each House of Congress was wealed. The work, 
tliough still executed by contract, ivas then done under the 
direction of tfiasc offlcprc. In 1800 Congi-ess took the public 
printing in their own liands, and in 18117 the otHcn of Siii>er- 
mtendent of Public Printing was abolished, atid instead the 
Senate of the United States was autliorized to elect sf - " 
competent person, a practical printer, to take chai^ge of 
Government Printing Office, 
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WINDER'S BUILDING. 

This structure {open every day^ except Sunday^ from 9 a, 
m. to 3 p» m.) is situated on tlic N W. corner of Fxuia 17th sts., 
opposite the Navy Department. It wa.« originally creeled 
for a hotels and was purchased by tlie Grovernment for the 
accommodation of public offices. Tlic lirst floor is occupifid 
principally by the Chief Engineer of the Army, The laat 
room, No. 2, on the corridor lcadin<^ to the r. after enterlnx 
is the Battle Record Room^ in whicli the reports of the battlefl 
of the late war are filed and indexed. On the r. of tiie S. 
corridor, No. 13, is ajile room for the papers belon^ng to the 
Adjutant Generars Office. The second floor, E. front, is 
devoted to tlie Judge Advocate General of tlie Army^ and the 
S. to the Ordnance Office. The floors above are assig^aed to 
the Second Auditor of the Treasury Department. 

Ordnance Mnsenm. — {Open evei'y day, except Sunday^ frtm 
9 a. m. to 3 p. m.) — This interestin*? military collection is on 
the second floor, and may be readied by ascending the steps 
opposite the main door, and keeping the corridors to the r., 
passing through the door marked '' Ordnance Office " to door 
No. 49 on the r. at the farther end of the corridor ; crossing 
this room and the connecthig hall we enter the Museum, 
which occupies a detached building. The collection occupies 
two fine halls. The most conspicuous object on entering are 
the captured Confederate flags. They are all moi-e or less 
associated with the battles of tlie late civil strife. The other 
objects of interest are United States Army infantry and cav- 
alry uniforms and accoutrements complete; section of an 
oak, which stood inside the Confedei-ate entrenchments near 
Spottsylvania C. H., and was cut down by musket balls in 
the attempt to recapture the works Ciirried by 2d Corps A. 
P., May 12, 1864; Jefferson Davis' rifle, a Fi-ench piece, 
taken at the time of his capture in 1865 ; artillery, cavalry, 
and infantry accoutrements used in the U. S. Army fi'om the 
earliest date; cheveaux-de-frise from front of Petersburg, 
Va. ; models and drawings of arsenals ; fuses for exploding 
shells and cannon ; shells picked up on the battle-flelds ; cart- 
ridge bags for field, siege, and sea-coast artillery, the lar^^st 
containing 100 lbs. ; projectiles of various sizes, both spherical 
and rifled, the lar^st being 20 in. in diameter, and weighing 
1,000 lbs. ; portable cavalry forge and tools complete ; Gki& 
ling guns of various sizes, including the "Camel" gun 
mounted on tripod, and of which large numbers are in use 
in Egypt; a Billinghurst and Requia battery; a Union or 
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"cofEbe-mill" gun; a steel Whitworth gun, one of b battery 
from loyal Amcrlcaus in Burope to the United States )u 18Q1 ; 
the caiTia^ of a 4 R>. cannou, formerly the property of the 
city of Vicksburg, flred at a passing steamer several days 
before auy guns were flred at United States torts or Iruops 
at CliarlestouorPennacoLa — thesfcmisatWuet Point; bruecli 
loaders captured at Riclimono; confederate projectiles ; 
models complete, showing mountings of guns in casemate 
and barbette, also mortars; a. gili) mounted oik a saddle; 
models oi Held and siege artillery, oaUsotis, forges, and bat- 
tery wagons used iu the U. S. Army ; life-size models ol 
horse artillery equipments, ordnance i-ockets. and flreworlis. 
On the gecondJlooT Is the Museum of small arms, in wliich 
can lie traced then* history from the beginnhis, anil pmcticallr 
illnsi.nLtlne the Ktngeaol advancement, embracing ireecA and 
muale-hadFrt, muakels, rifies, and carbines, armor 1610, 
eairaas, and hdrnd, and other regies from the battle-field Of 
Sedan, 1870, foreign arms and eavalrg eqiii}>ments, Indian 
wur dabs, and ancient aeapons and vralt pieces, Japanese 
iwo-Aandtd neord. worn by Koriilo, a provincial officer, visit- 
ing the U, S. in 1871, presented by Ariiiorl Mori, Chargfr 
d' Affairs, and captured Confederate arms. 
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for tlu* District of Columbia, in 1873, b^ purchase, became the 
sole property of tlie Uuittid States, and is now entirely devoted 
to judicial purposes. The structure stands on the S. Uneoi 
Judiciary Squan>, fi'onting4J st. W., and at the intersection 
of Louisiana and Indiana avs. In tlie open space in front te 
a marble colunni surmounted by a statue of Lincoln by Lot 
Flannery, a sclf-tau<iflit sculptor. It was erected out ol the 
•contributions of a number of patriotic citizens. Tim buildui^ 
was coinuKMiced in 18*20, from plans by Gkiorge Hadfleid, the 
arcliitectof tlie Capitol. Tlie E. winj^ was finished in 1826, 
and tli(> W. in 1840. It is two stories, 47 ft. hig^li, and con- 
sists of a recessi»d centre 150 ft. long, with two projectini;; 
wings, each 50 ft. front and 166 ft. deep. Tlie entire frontage 
is 250 ft. Tlu^ structure is built of freestone painted white. 
In the centre of the main building, and in each win^, are re- 
■cessed porticos, formed of Doric columns. Between the wings 
is a paved space. 
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The ai*senal {open from sunrise to sunset) occupies a tract of 
45 a. at tlie extreme S. point of the city. It is accessible by 
the 9th-st. line of the Metropolitan horse railway^ the terminus 
of whicli is near tiie gate, at the foot of 4 J st. W. The tract 
originally comprised 28^ a., and included the point of land at 
the coiilluence of the Potomac and Anacostia rivers, extend- 
ing from the former stream to the mouth of James Creek, 
and N. to T st. S. In 1857 it was extended, by the purchase 
of the adjoining land on the N., (16 a.,) between the Potomac 
And tiie James Creek Canal, to P st. S. 

Tlie grounds are laid out in walks and drives, and entered 
tiirougli a gateway consisting of iron gates swung on 32 and 
54-pdr. cannon. The guard room is on tlie 1., and on the 
r. is a 15-in. Hodman gun, and below a pendulum house, in 
wliicli is a pendidum balance for testing tiie foroe of gnn- 
pow(ier. Tiie Cliief of Ordnance resides at the end of the 
main drive, in tlie large building on tlie 1., and opi)osite ai-e 
officers' quarters. The old quai-tei-s and shops are at tlie S. 
extremity of tlie grounds, about f m. 

The body of Booth, the assassin of President Lincoln^ was landed at the 
small wharf at the S. W. end of the peninsula. It was, with the bodies of the 
other conspirators, buried in one of the lower cells of the L'nited States Penim 
tentiary^ erecteo on the north end of the arsenal grounds, 1826-29. In 1865 the 
body of Wirz^ the Anderson rebel prison>keeper, executed at the old Capitol 
1865, was also buried here. When the Penitentiary was torn down. 1869, 
these hodi»-s were removed, Wirz to Mr. Olivet Cemetery, D. C, and Booth 
CO Baltimore. Tne grounds afford a dcViRhOuV siroW ot dT\Nt, vivth. t,he broad 
Potomac on the W, and the James Creek Cat\a\ ou iVvt ¥.. 
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NAVY-YARD. 



The Na^'-Yard (open every day^ except Sunday^ from 7 a. 
m, to sunset^) is situated on the Anacostia, | m. 1^. of the 
Capitol, 8th st. E. terminating at the enti*ance. It may be 
reached from the W. portions of the city in the red cars <d 
the Pennsylvania av. st. railway. The officer of the marine 
guard at tlie giite will pass visitors. Ttie present grounda 
comprise about 27 a., and are entered by a stone gateway, in 
Doric style, over wliich are small cannon-and-ball embellish- 
ments, and in the centre a well-executed eagle, resting ou an 
anchor. Inside, on tlie r., is tlie guard-room, and opposite 
tiie offlcere' room. An avenue runs S. from the entrance to 
the building occupied by the Commandant's and other offices 
of the yard. The Executive officer's room is on the second 
floor, and from wliom a permit may be obtained, which will 
admit the bearer to any part of the yard, in tlie workshops, 
and on board any monitors in the stream. 

Immediately within tlie entrance, on either side of the 
avenue, are two large guns, captured in 1804, by Commodore 
Decatur from two Tripolitan gunboats. The buildings on 
tlie 1. and r. are tlie officers' quartei*s: those of the Com- 
mandant being on the 1. On the 1. of the main avenue are 
tlie storehouses, copper-works, «S:c. ; and on the r. the foundry, 
machine, and other shops. S. of the Commandant's building 
are a number of cannon and pi-ojectiles : among the former 
two of IGSO and 17G7 date, captured at Norfolk, Vu., 1862; 
several Austrian and Fieiich guns, and two Austrian howit- 
zers, rilled, captured on the steamer Columbia in 18G2. 

On the river bank are two ship-houses E. and W. Near 
the E. is the boat-house, from which a boat may be taken to 
the monitors, if any, in the stream. More to the W. lies the 
receiving-ship, the W. ship-house, and a water battery. The 
large building crowning the hill on the opposite side of the 
river is the National As}- lum for the Insane. The view down 
the river is very line. In the W. part of the yard is the Ord- 
nance-shop and Laboratory. The avenue? leading back to- 
wards the main entrance passes near the Museum, {open from 
9 a. in. to 4: p. m.) On either side of the door are a number of 
projectiles of the largest size. Among these a 20-in. shot, 
weighing 1,048 lbs. The gun is on the Rip-raps, Hampton 
Roads. Uere may be seen a number of r<ilies and other ob- 
jects of interest : lynong which, on the first Jloor^ are a Span- 
Isli ffiiiij cant about 14D0, brought to Avnevlea by Cortez, and 
tisecf In the conquest of Mexico; a^pawUXv ^\xv\ qs5.^\.w\^v\\s^ 
Coinmodove Stockton in Caliiornia m \%4T \ ^xv o\<i-^x.i\a Tftr 




peater; a small mortar, captured from Lord CornwaUiB; a 
section of the sCernpost of the Kearsarge, sbowing a glicll, 
which (lid not esplode, lircd iuto it by the AlalKima; coiiled- 
erate torpedoea, talteii out of southern Imrbors; submailiie 
rockets ; models of projectilee, and a veiy intereetiou; col- 
lection of those which had been fired. On the seeonajloor 
are prhicipallysniallarnis;model8ol cannon; a model of the 
ordnance dock, Brooklyn; brass swivels, one very old, said 
to have Itelonged to Cortez; a telescope rifle; two blunder- 
busses, and cases of rifles and pistols. The walls and ceil- 
ings are artistically decorated with pikes, cutlasses, sabres, 
and pistols. 

Hiatory,— On Oet. 30, 1709, the selection ol a site for the 
Navy' Yard was brougiit to tiie attention of the coinmission- 
evs, and led to considerable correspondence with Naval Agent 
William Marbury. The ground best suited for that pnrpose 
lay on the Anacostia, a diort distance above its confluence 
with the Potomac, on land owned by Messrs. Carroll and 
Prout. Oii Dec, 3, 1799, the Secretary of the Navy gave 
orders to lay the ground out. The yard, however, was not 
formally established till tiie passage of the act of March, 1S04. 
En those early days It was unrivalled. Such famous vessels 
as the Wasp, Ai^us, the brig Viper, the Essex, the schoon- 
ers Shark and Grampus, Ctiu sloop of war St. Louis, 24 ^isd.„ 
atid ftigates Columbia, Potomac, a-ni BiTO.vift.-siiV'Qa, ''A ■""-" 
each, HYav built here, la 1837 \t waa pTO-poefci " 






176 MARINE BARRACKS. 

naval scliool at the yard. Of late* years the yard has lost its 
prominence for naval construction, owinjr to the greater fa- 
cilities prcsentcMl by more recently-established stations, and 
the tilling up of the channel. In 1816 a ship of the line could 
anchor here. The yard is now one of the most Important lor 
the manufacture of naval supplies. 



MARINE BARRACKS. 

A short distance N. of the Navy-Yai-d gate, on the E. side 
of 8th St. E., between G and I sts. S., are the Marine Barracks. 
The Pennsylvania av. cars {red) for the Navy-Yard pass the 
iron gate, which is the general entrance. Visitors are admit- 
ted from 9 a. m. till sxindown^ but can be passed before that 
time by the officer of tlie day. The barracks have a frontage 
of 700 feet. The centre building, used for officers' quarters, 
is two stories high, and the wings are one story, with accom- 
modations for 200 men. The offices of the general staff are 
opposite, on 9tli st. E. On the N. of the square a « the quar- 
ters of the Brigadier Greneral and Commandant of the Marine 
Corr»> and opposite, on the S., is the armory and hospital. 
In the former are some intei*esting Marine Corps fla^. One 
bears tlie inscription " From Tripoli to the HaUs of Uie Mon- 
teziunas" by land and sea; also, a Corean flag captured in 
battle. 

Tlie most interesting occasion for a visit would be at the 
tim(^ of general inspection on any Monday, weather permit- 
ting, at 10 a. m., when the Marines and their excellent band 
may be seen in full parade. Every day at 8 a. m. in summer 
and 9 a. m. in winter, there is guard mounts the band per- 
forming. The barracks were burnt by the British in 1814, 
l)nt were immediately rebuilt. Recruits are sent here for in- 
struction before being detailed for service on the vessels of the 
Navy. 

Tiie Marine Corps was organized in 1798 as an adjunct to 
the naval establishment, then placed under an independent 
admuiistration. The corps has participated, with glory to 
its officei*s and men, in all the brilliant achievements which 
have characterized the operations of the Navy of the United 
States whenever called upon to vindicate the honor of the na- 
tion. On land the coips has borne itself noblj'^; and against 
greatly superior numbers and onctcotxvvtv^ ^^ln^ c^%\;djc\<^ 
has In variably returned with f ves\\ \av\Te\?». \>cv WY^'YTv^^^J^am 
and Mexican wars, in their participaWow \u \Xv^ ^U^^ot^^^TN 
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FUher, in tlieir desperate conflict oii tlie coaet oE Coi'ea iia;aliist 
overwhelmiug niitnbera of the burbnrous enuiuy, ttnd m re- 
pealed retaliatoiy lapdiu^ an liie shores o( Asiatic ooimtries 
aud Islands of ttic Pocifle. thoii' disdpllne uud bnivi>iy liave 
won lor rlicm n bright puge in tlu.' imtioM's liistoi?, Ths 
headqiuirtsrs of tlie corps are appTOpriatjjly at the Matioiiikl 
Cnpitnl, belug established at the Marine Barracks. The coiu- 
inaiidaiit or superior officer liotds the route of brigailier ^n- 
erjl ; there are nlso 1 colonel, 2 lleuteruuit colonels. 4 majore, 
20 captains, and an increased nnmber of lleuteuaots. 
iiunierical strength ol tlie corps by law is 2,500 men. 
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No. 1 



The Army and Navy Ma^zines, to whidi there is 
niittance, occupy about fl a. in the 8. part of reservatii 
L3, or Hospital Square, situated in tile extreme £. part of the 
city on the Anacostfa. They consist of four brick buildings, 
the two for the Army on the N., and those (or the Navy on 
the S., wltli a capacity of 2,000 bbls. each. The grounds are 
tastefully laid out. Aser^antaod private and asm.iU detach- 
ment of marines are on outy. The.wharf at the foot of thi? 
grounds is used exclusively for the discharge or shipment of 
powder. In 1873 the Bellville farm, of 90 a., ou Oxen cruel.-, 
with a fronta^ on the Potomac nearly opposite Alexandria, 
was purchased for the Naval Magazine, which will be remov- 
ed from its present location. 

The la:^ quantities of powder usually stored In these 
magnxUies occasions great iiDeasiness to the inhabitants ol 
the adjacent parts of the city. Frequent measm^s have been 
taken tohave the magazines removed. That of the Nary will 
be transterrod to its new siiu as soon as the buildings are 
rpady for use. Tlie Army magazines will doubtless speedily 
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S^HTHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

^«viEQ] Smithsonian Institution (open daily^ except 

'^ * Sunday^ from 9 a. m. to 4 p, m.) occupies a flue 

site S. of Pennsylvania av., and may be conveniently 

reached by 10th st. W.. the centre of the N. front 

of the building facing that street. 

Groimds. — Tlie whole area of what are now deste- 
nated the Smithsonian Grounds — that is, from 7th to 12th &t. 
and between B sts. N. and S., covers 52} acres. The Smith- 
sonian grounds proper, and wliicli were set apart for the In- 
stitution in 184G, consist of 20 a., situated in the SW. comer 
of the larger reservation. At first tlie cliarge of the Smith- 
sonian grounds proper was under tlie Institution. About 16 
yeara ago, liowever, Congress resumed their supervision. 
They were tlien tlirown into tlie extensive and beautiful res- 
er\'ation which now surrounds the Institution building. 

The gi-ounds were designed and partially laid out by the 
distinguished horticulturist and landscape gjirdener, Andrew 
Jaclv;soii Downing, whose death occuiTcd while in the prose- 
cution of his plans. They are arranged with lawns, groves, 
drives, and footways, and are planted with 150 species of 
trees and shrubs, chiefly American. In the E. portion of the 
grounds, N. of the E. wing of the building, is a vase of ex- 
quisite beauty, designed by Calvert Vaux, of Newbur^r, N. 
Y., executed by Robert Lauiiitz, sculi^tor, of New York, 
and erected by the American Pomological Society to the 
memory of Downing, The fimds were supplied by friend?* of 
the deceased. The principal design of the monument con- 
sists of a large vase of antique pattern, worked in Italian 
marble, and resting on a pedestal of the same material. The 
vase is 4 ft. high and 3 ft. in diameter at the upper rim. Tlie 
body IS ornamented with arabesque. Ac^uithus leaves snr- 
round the lower part. The hamWe^ rest o\vV\\ei\\«i,^v\s»^\?atesiT%^ 
exKlfi ot groves^ and woods, and the p«iOL(i?>t5\\ oxv ^ QsyxN^il\»»^ 
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dwith a cornioe. On each sidi! is a deep panel, 

relieveil by okrveit DioiilUiii<!:8. In ench U nii appropriate [a- 
Bcriptioii, 'I'tiatfciciug the N. reads, "This vase was erected 
by liis friends in mumory of Andrew Jackson Downing, who 
died July 28, 1852, aged thirty-seven yearB, He was bom 
and lived and died on the Hudson river." On the base ot 
the pudi^tital ai« the words, "This memorial was erected 
under a resolution passed at Philadelphia, tn September, 
IS.iii, by tUe AiUL-rie.iii I'omoltigieut Society, of wliieli Mr. 
Dowiiiii* wuf one of the orisjlLial loundei's. Mareliall P. 
Wilder, President." The wliole uionnmeut, with the gi'auite 
pliuth, U Oi ft. high, and cost il,(iOO. 

DesoriptiOQ, — The style ot arcliitecture ot the Smithsonian 
Building, designed by James Kenwbk, Jr., of N'. T., is Nor- 
man, and clironologlcaUy belongs to tlie end ot the 12th cen- 
tury, representing the rounded at the time of merging into the 
Gothic. It is th<:lirst imeccleBliistical structure i.r*:liat period 
ever built in the Uniii'il tiiact--, 'J'lu- huiidiiy (lompares favor- 




ably with thel>est eKunplusof tliestyies, variously called the 
Norman, the Lombard, the Romanestiuu, and the. Byzantine. 
The semi-circular ureh still is used throughout in doaea.,-R'^^^ 
dows. and other openings. The wliuki«& »,■». ■«i\tt\ss«>.«^'SMs- 
rately iraoeried heads. The wcaXXwar toov^iSwi.^ "^^^^^^ 
oorbel coiuses with bold projectioua, \x,\w.*vy»'<-^" " 
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sizes and sliapes. The main entrance from the N.« sheltered 
by a ciiiTia<:!;e i)oixjh, is between two towers of beautifully 
synimctrical proportions and nnequal height. The general 
desi<|;n consists of a niaincentro building, two stories high and 
two win^8 of a single story, connected by interveninjg^ lunges, 
eacli havuig a cloister on tlie N. witli open stone screen. In 
tiie centi*e uf tlie X. side of tlic main building are two towers^ 
tlie Iiiglufr one 145 ft. On the S. is a single massive tower 37 
ft. squaRS including tlie buttress, and 91 ft. high. On .the 
NE. corner is a double campanile 17 ft. square and 117 ft. to 
tlie top of its liniul. At tlie SW. corner is an octagooul tower 
Unished with open work in the upper portions. At the SW. 
and NW. coriuirs are two smaller towers. There are 9 tow- 
ers in all, including the small ones at each wing. 

The extreme length of the building fi*om E . to W., includ- 
ing the porch of the E. wing, is 447 ft. The breadth of the 
centr 
porch, 

to the top ^M. .^^ .^«v..xv,^.v..*v. *^v. ... ,,.;^^, .^x«««.,V. V* am 

projecting apsis, is 84 by 40 ft., and 38 ft. nigh. Each con- 
necting range, inclusive of cloister, is 60 by 49 ft. The main 
building is 205 by 57 ft. and to the top of the corbel courses 
58 ft. high. 

Tlie material used is a variety of freestone found in the new 
red sandstone foimation, about 23 m. distant from Washing- 
ton, in the vicinity of the point where Seneca creek empties 
into tlie Potomac river. It is the same, though brought from 
a diflerent locality, as that used in the construction of Trinity 
cliurch of New York city. The building throughout is con- 
structed in the most durable manner. The foundation walls 
vary from 12 to 8 ft. at the base to 5 ft. at the top. The walls 
of the main building, above the water table, are 2 J ft. for the 
first story, and 2 ft. for the second, exclusive of buttresses, 
corbel courses, and other exterior projections, and exclusive 
of tlie interior lining of brick. The walls of the wings are 2 
ft. thick. Grohied arohes are turned under the central, the 
campanile, and octagonal towers, and towers of the W. wing. 
The copings, cornices, battlements, window jambs, mullions^ 
sills, and all stone work, is held by iron clamps leaded. The 
face of the building is finished in ashlar, laid in courses 10 to 
15 in. in height, and with an average bed of 9 in. Tiie whole 
of the centi-e building is fireproof, and the two wings and 
ranges practically so. The roofs are of slate laid on iron. 

The SmitJisonian Institution proper has two chief line« of 
actJoi] ; J. To stimulate the preparation of origiual Moorks in 
fe/ieral a?id special science: to publvsYi awOi lo (y\s»u\>a\3X<i V2Bk&x^ 
Judiciously find promptly to aU t\\e sclewXA^^ c^wu^^ ol \>as5. 
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world, thraush a sysWm at Intern ationiil exchanges, now the 
most complete on tbe f^lobe. The Institution Also diatrtbatea 
Bbroud, free of espenee, tbe publications of scientific and 
liistorlcal Bocieties wiien sent to them. It has ten agents ol 
its own, and is in coireepondence with 2,400 institiitiona 
jibiMad. The publications of the Smithsonian are the " Con- 
tributions to Knowledge." "Miscellaneous," and "Annnal 
Reports" — the latter to Congi-era. 

U. Mdeorological invatigationa. These have been pros- 
ecuted over a guaiter of a oentuiy, and reports are now re- 
ceived from over 600 stations, in all parts of tlie Western 
Hemispbere. The obeervBtions relate solely to the ^neral 
laws of climatology of the continent. The Institution has 
also patronized and luded the cause of science and enplorEi- 
tion, both in the eflbrtg of tlie Government ami private indi' 
viduals. It has aleo co-operated with tiie other departments 
of the Government. Its valuahle library has been incorpo- 
rated with that of Gongreas. The extensive herbarinm, on 
condition of approving the botanist in charge, has been 
transferred to tlie Department of Agriculture, and all tbe 
ci-nnla and other osteological specimeoa to tliu Army Medical 
Museum. In rctnrn, from the latter it receives from the 
officers of the army all collections made in ethnology and in 
special branches of natural lilBtory. 

Natioiial Uusetuai — ( Open evenj day, except Sajtday, Jrom 
8 a. m.to A p.m.) — This national collection is in the chai^ot 
the Smithsonian Institution, tliou^ it Is supported by the 
United States. Itsorigin was underthe act establishing that 
Institution, and its head is the Secretary, Professor Joseph 
Henry, though the active supervision has been assigned by 
him to Prof, SpencerP. Baird, Assistant Secretary. 

With the limited means at command, it was found imprac- 
ticable to expect an ostensive general museum. Tlie efforts 
of the manager of that uITshooC of the Institution, therefore, 
were directed to the accumidation ot material from the Amer- 
ican continent. The act of organization contribute cl, a» the 
foundation of the museum, the collections of specimens 
brought hack by the United States exploring expedition to the 
Southern Hemisphere, under Captain (Rear Admiral) Charles 
Wilkes, originally deposited in the Patent Office. It was trans- 
ferred XattK Institution In 1S58. Since that time thecoUec- 
tlon baa been increased by the type specimens from upws.rd& 
ol llftv subsequent expeditions ol the Gcxvtvsi &t«'CTvsaH,t*-, 
and eoHlributions resulting Iromttie ovfcta.'Cvowfc'A'Cw^A^^^ 
union, besides a large number ol aowa.tXo*'* Iwiwi- ■«-™ ^^,^0* 
The art/elee represent all parts ot the £\o\>c i«ia evwa 1 
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of natural history. The collection of the larger North Amer* 
ican and European mammals, both skins and skeletons. Is the 
most complete in tlie United States. In ethnological sped- 
ineus of this continent it surpasses anything in the world. In 
other n»spects it ninks favorably with the collections of the 
Philadelpliia Academy of Natural Sciences and the Cambrid[ge 
Museum. 

The collections of the Museum are undergoing rearrange^ 
ment, occasioned by the fitting up of the hall on the second 
floor. Tlie arrangement contemplated is the exclusive nseol 
the low(?r main hall for the zoological department. The Gkithle 
hall containing ethnological specimens to economical geol- 
ogy, and the W. hall to mineralogy and geology. The latter 
is now finally arranged. In the space on either side of the 
entrance, at the foot of the stairways, will be placed a large 
and valuable collection of plaster casts of the food fishes Of 
the United States, made under the direction of Prof. S. R 
Baird, United States Fish Commissioner. The second floor, 
now being fitted with cases, will contain the extraordinarily 
large ethnologicjil collection relating to the native tribes of 
North America, ancient and modern, and the rich store of 
specimens of the same character, from the Feejee, Samoan, 
Vltl, and Sandwich Islands, at the time of the visit of the 
WQkes exploring expedition. 

Main Hall.— This hall is 200 ft. long, 50 ft. wide, and 25 ft. 
high. The ceiling Is supported on two rows of columns. 
Around the hall, against the railings of the galleries, are the 
heads, complete or skeleton, of various larger animals. That 
at the W. end is of a bufi'alo, an excellent specimen. Opposite 
the entrance is the Register^ in which visitors arc requested 
to record their names. Near by, on the r., is a specimen of 
the great auk killed on the Island of Eldey, near Iceland, in 
1834, believed to be extinct, not having been seen alive since 
1844. Owing to Its short wings, it was incapable of flight. 
But two other specimens of the bird, and but one other of the 
cg<r^ Is in the United States. 

Commencing on the 1. of the main entrance, the first case 

contains carniverous animals, the next two birds of foreign 

countries, two of birds of North America, and one of foreign 

countries. The table cases between contain shells, and the 

wall cases skeletons and alcoholic specimens. The table 

cases in the centre of the room are filled with a fine colleo- 

£jo/2 of birds^ nesta and eggs. In the lower part of the first 

are specimens of ostrich eggs, and a ca.?>t.o\ VX\^ ^^^^IXSofc 

-''int fossil bird ot Madagascar. TYie etvOi ^^iSi ^»afc^ %:^ 

ty, but wiU, in the rearrangement ol >3qs^ m\>afcxasi^\» 
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(n}<Kl with zoological Bpedmens. In the S. raii^ ot cases 
the flmt two contniii binls of North Anit^rica, the next three 
of foreign eountriea, and the last weals, fish, and allhuutora. 
Tlip table cases butwcea are devote'l Co ahcUs, anu those 
Bgninst the milt to alcoholic apccimens. The cases in the 
galleries of ttie E. part of the Hall uouCain skeletons of birds. 

In the W. half of the Hall, nisumiiig the 9. range of easBS, 
the first contains mammals, including a musli ox, fL.-miile 
cliimpanzee, and a cast of a gorilla's head, the nest two 
tnanunals, and the rest corals. The table cases between ex- 
hibic ethnological and those against the wall ethnological 
aiul alcoholic specimens. 

In one of the recesses In the S. range, Iti a large jar. Is a 
specimen nf the daiilfiak from California. When expanded. 
It measures 6 ft. In diameter. Its shape is that of a star with 
eight points. In anotlier recess oti Che same siile are exhibi' 
tions of beaver cnttinga. 

On Che r., entering the main If. door, the lir^C case contains 
mammals, embracing the deer and antelope families. Here 
are excellent specimens of the Rocl^ Mountuin sheep and 
goat. The next embraces birds of North America, and the 
remaining four on the same side birds of foreign countiies. 
The table cases between contain ethnological and the wall 
alcoiiolic specimens. 

The first table case in the centre of the W. portion of the 
Hall is devot^^d to shells above and bIil-Hs of turtles below. 
In Che second are ethnological specimens relaclng to the 
American Indians. - On the E. end of this case is the head 
of a PeruTian chief, compressed by an unknown method, 
veiT rare. 

In the gallery cases arc bli-ds and echnologlcal specimens. 
Ag^iinst the W. wall, is a case of &i\i casts and three of 
birds. We here enter Che 

OotMc Hall — ^This Hall receives Its name from the style of 
arcliil^;elinv- nae-,1, ami contains ethnological apcclmijns and 
relics, and other articles of historic Interest. It is proposed 
during the present year to in&ke a, gcneriLl I'earLitngcmunt ot 
the collections of the National Museum. This Hall will then 



be assigned to economic geology. The portrait o' 
door reprfisents General Wiiahtngton, painted by the older 
Pcole. The painting was shipped Co Europe and captured 
by n French privateer, taken to France, where it was ijui- 
y oiuLsed and returned to the Un-vteil fttaS**, wvi ■StoKoaSJ^-i 
■__^;»fii[o tliepOiSse8sioiiotttieSat\o'cisA\TO,'C\w«R.- . ..^i 
■■Ht/ie N. range are the coUcavoftaTti)xese^VvaSf,'w««M| 
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can Indians and Esquimaux of Greenland. In the wall case 
on the W. is the suit and rifle used by Dr. Kane in his Arctic 
exploration ; also the shot gun and rifle used by Captain Hall, 
and rifle of Esquimaux Joe. 

On the S. are the collections relating to China, Japan, Mus- 
cat, and Slam. 

In the E. table case are a number of relics and other ob- 
jects of historical interest. Among these is a fine oollectkm 
of medals awarded to military and naval oflScers of the Bevo- 
lution and subsequent wars ; copies of royal seals of gold and 
silver, presented by William Blackmore, of London ; a few 
odd specimens of tlie Denon and American medals destroyed 
in tlic fire at the Library of the United States ; locks of hair 
of Presidents of the United States; the razor of Captain 
Cook, the navigator; one of the bolts to which Columboe 
was chained ; part of the machinery of the first steamboat 
built by James Rumsey, of Sliepherdstown, Va., 1786 ; Clii- 
ncse paper money, Japanese manuscript, an interesting 
specimen of handwriting in Gi*eek, armnged in book form; 
and treaties witfi Turkey, Sweden, Spain, Austria, Prussia, 
France, Russia, and England, and the seal of the United 
States. Among the treaties is the first between France and 
the United States, 1778, and Bonaparte, 1st Consul, 1803. In 
the same case below is an assortment of old arms fi*om tlie 
Malayan Peninsula and China ; also arms of historical inter- 
est. 

On the W. table case is a collection illustrating the pre-his- 
toric period in Europe, embracing man of the drift, reindeer, 
lake dwelling, and shell lieap period, down to that of chipped 
and polished stone implements. Among the interesting fea- 
tures of this period are specimens relating to the lake-dwell- 
ing period in Switzerland, and breccia of the reindeer period 
in England; jilso, a model of Stonelienge, in that country; 
also, bones from Patagonia, and Indian implements. In the 
same case below are a number of relics of the Franklin, Fro- 
bisher, Kane, and Hall Nortli Polar expeditions. 

At the end of the hall is an original tablet containing a liigfa 
order of Mexican hierogl3''phics. Beyond the Grothic is the 

West Hall, a fine, well liglited apartment, and assigned to 
the niineralogical cabinet of the National Museum, divided 
Into four sections : 

I. General Mineralogical Collection^ occupying the S. and 

the S. end of tlie E. walls. This embraces 300 species of 

minerals from all parts ol the -world, a.Tv^ ^TAalYoaxsMMccj^TOc^ 

l>eauti fill specimens. _^ ^ ^ 

II. !?eneral IdthologicdL Collection, occxx^^^^ ^Ooa ^Q^dss^ 
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W. wall, and composed mainly of epeciraeiis brouglit back by 
the various Soveruuicnt explorin;; expeditions witlVin the 
United States and W. ot tlie MissisBippi river, and also eevr 
eml European series. 

m. Ore CoUeHion, on the N. end of the E. wall, and em- 
bracing ores from a lar^ number of lodes in the Western 
States and Teri'itories. It is proposed to obtain for tills col- 
lection a specimen of every worked lode W. ol the Mississippi, 
whidi wonld then be valuable as a meana of coniparin!>; ores. 

IV. MdalluTgical ColUction, in the center of the E. wall, 
embraces ores, slags, raw and commercial prodncts, present- 
ing the varioas interests of this character in the United 
States and loreigti countries. 

Against the N. wait, E. side, ie a case containing an Inter- 
esting eoUeetion of geyaeritcx from the National Park on the 
Telluwetoue, gathered by the Haydeu Esplorlng Expedi- 
tion. It Is the beat and most valuable series of tlie kind In 
exist«noi!. At tbe 3. end of the hall, the table case contaiits 
tlie Polaris CoUectioa, made by Dr. Emil Bessels during the 
Umted States North Polar Expedition, 1B70-73. All the 
specimens were gathered above 80^ N. latitude. The ham- 
mer and piece of powder canister belonged to Capt. PanT?8 
Expedition in 1821. He lost his ships o[i Fur}- Bench. The 
next tabli! cose on the N. contains atalactilea and a very fine 
ipeclmeu of sulphur from Sicily. Tbe third table contains 
minerals from difi'ei'ent foreign countries. 

In the centre of the hall is a large group of mineral speci- 
mens, iucludtog tbe Iraia-aiata MtUoriit, from Tucson, Ari- 
zona, weighing 1,^)0 lbs. It is of ring shape, and measnres 
43 in. in exterior diametci", and 27 hi, in opening. Tlie thickest 
part is 17 in. wide. A large mass of naiive copper from On- 
tonagon, Lake Superior, in early days used by the Iinlinns 
as a sacrillcial altar, and estimated to weigh owi' 3.(K)n lbs. 
nie Couch Meteorite, found by Lieut. D. N. Conoli, United 
States Army, in CoahuHa, Northern Mexico, and weighing 
250 lbs. It was used as an anvil. The rest of the sami.' 

Sonp is made up of coals, foss'd woods from the Rocky 
ountains, cinnabar from California, and stalactites and 
other interesting specimens from dilTerent pails. 

A card explaining tbe system of labelling will be fonnd in 

tile hall. The arrangement of the collection was miiile by 

Dr. F. M. Eiidlidi, of Penn., minemloglat ol the Instltniion. 

Keturning to the main hall, opposite the main N. eutiunee, 

lathe 

B. Vestibaie, which contains a -QwmXitT <A ^'=*^'^^^^!^ 
qnltles. In the centre la the ma.\'\j\e "iwccV^a^**^ 



I 
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to the United States on the frigate Constitution by Commo* 
dore Jesse D. Elliott, in 1839, from Beirut, S^ria. It was 
originally the repository of tlie remains of the Boman Em- 
peror Alexander Sevenis. The Sarcophai^us was intended 
for the tomb of Gteneral Andrew Jackson, and for that pur- 
pose it was otfercd in 1845 by Commodore Elliott, but the 
General replied : '"I cannot consent that my mortal body 
shall be laid in a repository prepared for an emperor or a 
kin*i^; my republican feelin<^ and prhiciples forbid it; the 
simplicity of onr system of government forbids it. Every 
monument erected to perpetuate the memory of our heroee 
and statesmen ought to bear evidence of the economy and rim- 
plicity of our republican institutions, and tlie plainness of oar 
republican citizens, who are the sovereigns of our g^lorious 
Union, and wliose virtue is to perpetuate it." 

Tlie small marble tablet is from the temple erected by 
Miltiades on the plains of Marathon, in honor of his victoiy 
over the Persians, 490 B. C. 

In the collection of idols from Central America, the largest, 
carved in black basalt, and that with a Sphinx-like hcarl-dreaa, 
are from the island of Momotombita, in Lake Manaqiia. One 
of the others was used by the Indians of tlie Pueblo of .Siit>- 
tiava, and two are from the island of Zapatero, in Lake 
Nicaraugua, once the site of the gi*eatest of all the temples 
of the aboriginal people. Thoiv are also a cast of an ancient 
carved stone at Palenque Chiapas, Mexico, the hierogl3rphiC8 
of which have not yet been fully read, and a plank and speci- 
men of bark from the giant redwood tree of California. The 
plank is 12 ft. long and CJ ft. wide. 

Leaving the main hall by the N. door, the double flight of 
steps lead to the Ethnolorjical lIaU„ on the seco*^'! floor, beisK 
fitted up with walnut cases for the dij^play of the Ethnolf^ 
cal collections of the mnsenm. This hall is of the same di- 
mensions as that on the first floor. In the centime is a cast of 
the extinct megatherium, found at Buenos Ayres, the lai^gest 
type of the sloth family of the pre-historic age. It is sur- 
rounded by an iron railing with cappings of tlie existing 
types of the same family. On the E. is a cast of a glypto- 
don, now extinct, the largest representative of the armadillo 
family. In a cori-esponding position on the W. is the cast of 
a giant turtle found in the Himalaya mountains. In the hall, 
temporarily, are specimens of the extinct Irish elk, a skeleton, 
and a cast of the animal restored, a buffalo and two skeletons, 
a moose and one skeleton, a tapir and two skeletons, a gnu, 
deer^ and reindeer, and skeletons ol a*, ^iajov^ ^sca^ ^t^k^- 
mountain sheep. Also otber an\ma\?», ^x\v\N^xvi\Xfe^ QV^^^ess^ 
sword and torpedo fish, and wa\rvia. M^ \,^q>k^\\r>*a. 
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History. — Tlie ori^^iial lundwliioh led to the fonnilation 
ol tim SiniClii^nltiii Institution was tliu bequi-st ol Jitmes 
Sinithson. of EngUud, amoUDtlagto 9ol5,lG9. ThefouiKler 
buloii^d to one of tile best fiimllicsol Euslaiiil. He waa 
tlio son ot Hn^li, tU-st Duke of NorthainberllLiid, and Eliza- 
betli, lieiresa of Hnngcrfords of Anilley aud niecu of Cliarlea 
tliu Proud, Duko of Somerset. He Tras b. iintive of London, 
wa." i;dii<»tt!d at Oxfonl. and took an honorary degree tliere 
In 178C. At tlic milverslty lie was buowii as James T,ewis- 
Mude. AU(1 a few years after leavin°: took that of Smltliaon, 
the family name ol the Noi'tlmmberlauds. Hla IKu i?aa 
mostly spent Oil the conthiciit of Europe, where be died at 
Genoa In 1828. He was pai-dcidarly known to the sdeiitlfic 
world as a, akUKiil diemUt, miiicndo^Ut, and ^-ologlst, on 
cacli of which subjects he coutribute<l valuable papers. He 
was never mari'ied, and lieucc devoted his cntii-u life' to the 
cultivation of liia tnate for knowleilge. He held a high ap- 
prc(^latlou of mental eodowmeuta, usefully applied, aud 
daimcd tiint though in his veins courspil the best blood of 
Eiisland his name woidd outlive that of lils ancestors, who 
p09i>essed hilietited titles and honors only. It is stated that 
at one time he contenipiatcd leaving bis money to the Royal 
Society of London, hnt oivii^ to a disagreeminit vested it In 
hla nephew, Henry James Hiiugcrfonl, for life, after whieh 
It was to go to the United States of America •'tojband, at 
Waskinalon, undfr the name of the Smithsonian hiatiititiaji, 
an extaliliahittentfor the increase and diffusion of knowledge 
among mm.'' The Oovcnimcnt of the United States, by act 
of Congreasof July 1, 1836, accepted the bequest. In the- 
same year Richarcl Rush, of Pennsylvania, who hart lieen 
MiiiisCer of the United States at the coni-t of King Geoi^ 
rv, from 1817 to 1825, was designated Commissioner to as- 
sert and prosecute tlie claim of the United States to the 
legacy. liiivinj; obtained the available amoniit of the be- 
quest lie bronjrilt it to the United States. It was deposited 
111 the Trcjtsnry of tho United States and Invested. 

The permanout S/itUhson fund in the Ti-easury of the 
United States, including thij orMnal beiiuest, residvutry 
legacy, and savings, and bearing a per cent, interest, paya- 
ble Eeml-annuidly In coin, Is tQdO,(K)D. In addition to thia, 
out of the savtnj^, 8430,000 were expei\4c4VTi\}cvcrwMs:\ovi.^A 
a building-. The expenses of tl\e Inatttwtvon wc\iwvi!koy*;^_ 
tlie liicoini' tcoia tho permanent Iwii, ani ^\« 'Sb.'Cvo"" 
seaai by appropriations by Congress. 
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The Institution was legally constituted by act of Congreai 
dated August 10, 1846. The administration of affairs was 
intrusted to a Board of Regents, who elected a Secretary, 
charged vvitli the management of the business under their 
direction. 

The corner-stone of the building was laid May 1, 1847. 
President Polk and his Cabinet and a lai^ number of do- 
zens and stmngers were present on the occasion. The cere- 
mony was coniUicted by the fraternity of Masons, the Grand 
Master in charge wearing tlie apron presented by the Gflind 
LoJge of France to Washington through Lafayette. The 
^avel employed was tliat used by Washington upon the lay- 
ing of the corner-stone of tiie Capitol of the United States. 
Tiie oi-ator of the day was the Hon. Geoiye M. Dallas, of 
Pennsylvania. The building was not enthrefy completed till 
1856, and at a cost of $450,000. 

The first use of the main hall on the ground floor was for an exhibitioii ghrca 
by the Mechanics* Institute of Washington in 1856. The next year the fauUd* 
ing was regularly occupied, by the transfer to it of the GovemmentccJleGtloni 
in the Patent Onice, as provided by the act of organization, and whidi pr^ 
viously had belonged to the National Institute for the Promotion of Sdeaoe, 
founded in 1840, incorporated 1842, and expired 1858. On the a4th<^ Jan., 
1865, the Institution suffered* a serious calamity, in the destruction of aU the 
flammable material of the upper portion of the main building and towers by 
^re. I'he losses were of a character, in many instances, which could not m 
replaced, and included the official, scientific and miscellaneous correspond- 
ence record>books, and manuscripts in the Secretary's office, aparatuft, /rr* 
sonal effects 0/ Smithson, tools and instruments, all duplicate copiei of 
Smithsonian reports on hand for distribution, and the wooa-cuts of iUuitn- 
tions used in the Smithsonian publications ; also all of a gallery of Indian por- 
traits and other private property. The operations of the Institution, however, 
were not impaired, and the destroyed parts of the building were restcned in 
their present fire-proof condition. There was a long controversy as to die 
policy of the Institution. The Government party favored a national lihrary, 
to contain all the trashy productions of the day. This the scientific party 
warded off, and devoted themselves to works in keeping with the spirit M the 
bequest. A general museum was also to be formed. This was probaUy a kis 
practicable enterprise than the former. Capital and income combineid were 
not sufficient to make anything worthy of the name. The foundation of a 
gallery of art on the means at command was also an absurdity. A few 
plaster casts and pictures, without any claims to the notice of an intdligent 
student or admirer of art. were accumulated, and fortunately for the reputation 
of the Institution, were Destroyed in the fire of 1865. 

In 1866. by act of Congress, the library of the Institution, comprising a 
large and valuable collection of scientific works and transactions of societies \m 
all parts of the world, was transferred to the Library of Congress. 

1 he free lectures, originally contemplated prior to 1865, were patronised 
with more or less ardor, but their novelty soon languished. After 1865 they 
were finally abandoned, and assistance rendered to an association of dtiftiiB* 

With the projgress of time the Smithsonian Institution has become a kind ol 
central head with reference to communication with the scientific institutioM 
and societies of other countries. 
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COllCOKAN t V 

The Gallerj is open Mo id 
admission 2o c Tuesday 

Itoitrt 10 a m lo i p m jrom wciooer lo Mini, ana lu u m 
to6_p m from Apnlio Oeiober 1 he building stands on the 
NE cornel' of Pennajhanla nv am! l"th Bt , niifl wits com 
tnenced in 18o9 From 1861 to 1809 it was oeciipipd by the 
QuartermaBter General ot the United States Army. 

It is in the renaissance style, andhasafrontageot 104 ft. on 
Pen iisy Ivan ia av., and 124} ft. on 17Ch st. The e:xtetior is 
eonntriiett'd ot biick, with facings, trimmings, and ornamenta 
ot Belleville freestone. The front on Pennsylvania av. Ib 
divided Into a ccnti-al pavilion, with a curtaio on either side, | 

and flanked by two other pavilions, one on either comer, 
and divided into two stories. The central pavilion haa ver- 
micidated qnoina in the comer, and these inclose the grand 
entrance door with a carved jamb and arch, overtopped with 
fierce tigers' heads, iti relievo. The antlcom of the first story 
la Fimpfe ill design and dviail, and at the some time corre- 
eponds with the muBsivciiess of the quoins at the corners of 
the bmlding. 

The n-cond Btory of the central pavilion consists of an 
arched recess. The span between the import, «.witt>s. woffi*. 
' ot the arch is flUed with decorations, ani ■«iT\Vi!o\s,'Oci& ^^^^^ 
gram of the /onnder, surrounded v,-\ttv <:ax^e4 ^!V»Soa ™>ai,. 
enacroUiaeatg. Jiut beneath tb\a there w a. ■yn»a-'*»=^*°' i 
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dow, with fluted pilasters and columns and capitals* express- 
ing American foliage, exquisitively carved. In the arch art 
two wreaths, encircling various implements of painting and 
sculpture. 

The central pavilion is flanked on either side by two fluted 
columns, with capitals representing the broad leaves and 
fruit of the cornstalk. These support an entablature, on 
which are trophies, representing the Arts, on the frieze of 
the central pavilion ; and on this are inscribed the words, 
''Dedicated to Art." The cornice over this has a pediment, 
in the tympanum of which is a bass relief, repreflenting the 
Genius of Painting, surrounded by flgures emblematical oi 
the sister arts. 

The entire structure is surrounded by an imposing Man- 
sard roof, slated, and carried 10 ft. higher than the ordinary 
roof of tlie building. The architects were James Benwick, 
Jr., and R. T. Auchmuty, of N. Y. The cost of the building 
was $150,000. 

The entrance is on Pennsylvania av., and opens into a ves- 
tibule 25 ft. by 28 ft., from which lead the broad stairs to the 
second story. These stairs are of freestone, 10 ft. wide. On 
each side are passages 8J it. wide, and leading to the scidp- 
ture hall. Tlie stairs and halls are lighted by two courts. 

Tlie vestibule to the scnlptiu*e hall is 19 ft. wide by 28 ft. 
long, witli two spacious bay windows at the ends. The 
sculpture liall itself is 96J ft. long by 25 ft. wide, and is 
amply lighted by 10 windows. 

The Janitor's apartments are oa the r. of the main vesti- 
bule, and Just behind them, and connecting with the main 
sculpture hall, are two rooms, one 19 ft. by 43 J ft., the other 
19 ft. square. These rooms can be used for a school of de- 
sign, which it is proposed to establish. 

On the 1. of the vestibule is the trustees' room, 25 ft. by 33 
ft., and adjoining is the library, 20 ft. by 05 ft. Tliese gal- 
leries are connected by spacious arched doors. 

The picture galleries are on the second floor. The main 
stairs open into a hall 28 ft. wide by 42J ft. long, on either 
side of which are small galleries. The grand picture gallery, 
entered at the head of the stairs, is 45 ft. wide by 96 ft. long. 
There are three small galleries fronting on Peniisylvania av., 
the centre one, being an octagon, is 25 ft. The other two 
are 25 ft. by 32 ft. In the rear of these, and extending along 
the sides of the building, are two galleries, 19J ft. by 4SJ ft. 

All these galleries are lighted by sky-liglits, and are so ar- 
ranged that the quantity can be regidated as desired. These . 
galleries are connected with each other by lofty arched doors, 
thus affording a continuous passage around the floor. The 



COBUORAN QALLBRir OF AST. 191 

cornices and ceilings of Khc various ^lleriea arc i^nrictiud 
wicli panel ornamenta and moldings representing Amcricau 
foliage. The floors ave laid on bdck aivhes, witlclj rest on 

Tlie building was formaiiy conveyed by the donor, W. W. 
Corcoran, Esq.. of Washington, to a Iraard of CruBtees In 
1869, who were Incorporated In 1670. 



upwards of 9100,000. The collections comprise — 

In Statuary, Fuwen' Greek Slave, in tlie octagon room, 
Kcond floor, iitted up with n^tereuce to the special exhibition 
of this very superior work of art. In tlie same room are 
liueC^ of celebrated men, and other objects of interest. 

In Bronzes, on the fi^s^ floor, two thirds of all tlie bronzes 
produced by Barye, numbering about 70 pieces. 

In AnliqiiUiea, reproductions of vases, cups, dishes, Ac, 
dUcoverect ui an excavation made at Illlilershetm on the site 
of a former Roman camp. 

Of the Paintingt., in the grand hall on the second floor, of 
the private collection of Mr. Corcoran, donated to tlie gallery, 
may be mentioned, "The Adoration of the Shepliei^," by 
Mengs, from the collection of Joseph Bonaparte; "The Flag- 
ellation of Christ," attributed to Van Dyke; an unknown 
Flemish picture, "Ora et Labora," dated 1619; "The Vil- 
lage Doctor," by Vennemen; "The Uappy and Unhappy 
Families," hy Brackalcer; a small Matlonna and child, sup- 
posed to be by Mnrilio ; a beautiful representation of a stonn, 
eaatle on a promontory, flahermen puzzled over their nets, by 
Joseph Vernet ; copy of Bega's " Child and Nurse ; " a paint- 
ing by George Mortaud, representing a conntrj'maa coming 
home at aunset; "Shakspeare and His Friends," by Fned; 
•• Mercy's Dream," by Huntingdon ; " The Hudson in Au- 
tumn," by Doughty; "The Departure and the Return," by 
Cole, very superior; -'The Amazon, "by Leutzc; "Milton," 
(playing the oi^n to Cromwell and his family,} by Leutze ; 
^■Tlie Huguenot's Daughter," 1^ Washington; "Moonriseat 
Madeira," by Hfltlebrandt, painted for Mr, Corcoran tlirougfa 
thQinstrumeutalityotBaronT.Hum1xildt;a "Winter Scene," 
byGignoux; portraits of Washington, after Gilbert Stiuirt, 
and Lafayett«, by Sully; Lnsteyrle, by Rembrandt I'eale; 
Thomas Sully, the artist, by himsett; Baron Humboldt, by 
Madame Richards, and Henry Clay, by laman. 

Among the paintings added by purchase arc, " The Death 
of CtBsar," by .lerome; "Comte de Wiiaemberg Weeping 
over the Body of his Son," by Ary Shefler, (the ori^inal^ 
"Spring" and "Twilight, landscapes, by Japis (JjEfaSa^-i 
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"LapuiC qui parle." by Vely; "Spring Flowers," by Ji^an- 
nin; "Lost Dogs," by Von Thoreu; ■'Two Flowers." hy 
Coiirfer; "Suiia^t," by Breton ; "EllctlofSiiow." by BrBtOD; 
"Tbe Drouglit in Egypt," by Porlai'l. « liidi woii tlie prize 

--' 'ulTntl ""- -* "■" ' -" ■"' 



gold meilal in tlie competition of 1873 at tlie Crystal PiUaoe, 
Opposite tlje main clooi' of tlm picture ;{!Llkry is a flue lite- 
sixe portrait of Mr. Corcoran at 89 years cf age, founder o( 
tlie Iiistiiution, painted by Cliarles ElUott in 1S87, 

Mr. Corcoran was born in Georgetown, in 1T9S, and re- 
ceived liiK education tliere. He began business as au aiictloii' 
eer and cominlesion merchant. In lS3The twcameabanlceria 
Wsisiiingtou. In 1840 he became agsociated with George W. 
Biggs, and retired from business in 1854. Mr. Corcoraa still 
enjoys excellent health. 

Among the interesting objects ordered are plaster copies rf 
about two-thirds of the Elgin marbles iu tlie Britisli Museum: 
a collection of porcelain and Fayance manufacture ; copiesot 
the Baptistry Gates at Florence ; and antiques l)eing cast to^ 1 
^^riajter In Paris and Rome. ^^IjJ 

! WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT. I 

This long-neglected tribute to the life and character of 
Geoi^ Washington, occnpiea a conspicuous Rite on a qmall 
plateau near the banks of the Potomac, W. of the MaU, where 
the Tiber formerly emptied Into the main stream, and S. of 
the President's House. 

The Monnmeni Grounds, or Park, as ori^nally designated, 
have an area of 45 a. An avenue 69 ft wide connects Exeeu- 
iive av. with the Drive which, leaving the lake on the 1., fol- 
lows the line of the river banlt, winds around the Monument, 
and communicates with the grounds of the Department of 
Agriculture at 14th st. W. A short distance W. of the Hon- 
umeiU niaj' be seen the stone which marks the anlre of lh« 
District of Columbia. On the hUlside to the S. are the Gov- 
it Propaga,ting Garden and Nursery. 



The Design. — The design of the Monument, prepared by 
Robert Mills, comprehends an appropriate National testimo- 
nial to the services of the great citizen in whose honor it was 
founded, and at the same time symbolizes the Republic estab- 
lished by his patriotism and di^retion. It embraces the idea 
qt a grand circular colonnaded building, 250 ft. in diameter. 
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ami 10^ ft. Iiy I, from niiicii spi-itij 
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itablatiifL- •21) ft. 
liigli, and crowuinl by a mHMivc! baliis- 
tnide 15 ft. In belglit. 

Thp tirrace wKaiile of the eolonnade 
la 25 ft. ivitle, mill tlie pronaoa or walk 
withiu the colonnade, Including the col- 
nmn space, 2iitt. The walks inclosing 
the ct'lla, or jailer; iritJiln, ai% fretted 
with 30 massive piiasturB 10 ft. ividr, 45 
ft. lilgh, and 7i ft. prt^ectlon, anB»VBr- 
Ing to thp coliimuB in front, eurmouiited 

Kim ^y their appivprlate ardiitrave. The 
deep rec4^ase9 formeil by the prDjectioii 

provide suitable niches for the reception of 



A teti-aatyle portico, (four columns in (rout.) in ti-iple rows 
of the muae proportions and order with the coltunns ot the 
colonnade, dutlnguishes the eiitmnce to tlie nimtument. iind 
serves as a pedestal for the trinmplial car and statne of Ibe 
liliistrioiis chief. The steps to this portico ai-e flanked by 
massive blocltings, surmounted by ;^)pl'op^ilkte figures and 

Over each column, in the great frieze of the entablatures, 
around tlie entire building, are sculptnreil escutcheons, (coats 
of arms of each State in the Union.) surrounded by bronze 
civic wreaths, banded together by festoons of oali leaves, &c., 
ail of which spring {eocli way) friim the centre ol the portico, 
when' the coat of arms of the United States is emblazoned. 

The statue-s surrounding the rotunda outside, under the 
colonnade, are all elevated upon pedestals, anil will be tiiose 
of the slfrnera of tlie Declaration of Independence. 

Asceiidin;; the portico outside to the t>-rrace level a lofty 
voraitorla, (iloorway,) 30 ft. hi^, leads Into the eella, (rotunda 
giillerjv) 50 ft. wide. 500 ft. In clrenmferenee, and 88 ft. high, 
with a colossal pillar in the cewtro 70 ft. in diameter, aronnfl 
wliicli tlic sallery sweeps. This pUlar forms the foundation 
ot the obelisk column above. — 

Both sldfs of the gallery are divided \\v\ki «^m»& >s-i 
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ters, elevated on a continued zocle or base 5 ft. Inirjr, fonnino 
an order, with its entablature, 40 ft., crowned by a vaulted 
ceilino: 20 ft., divided by i-adiatinsj archevaults corresponding 
with the relative positions of the opposin<^ pilasters, and in- 
closing deep sunken cotfers t»nriched with paintings. 

The spaces between the pilasters are sunk into niches lor 
the j-eception of the statues of the fathers of the Revolntion, 
contemporary with Washin<i^n ; over which are large tablets 
to receive the national paintings commemorative of the bat- 
tles and other scenes of that memorable period. Opposite to 
the entrance of this gallery, at the extremity of«the great cir- 
cular wall, is the grand niche for the reception of the statue 
of the ""Father of his Country," elevated on its appropriate 
pedestal, and designated as principal in the group by its co- 
lossal proportions. 

This spacious gallery and rotunda, which properly may be 
denominated the ''national Pantheon," is lighted in 4 grand 
divisions from above. 

Entering the centre pier through an arched way, you pnss 
into a spacious circular area, and ascend with an easy grade, 
by a railway, to the grand terrace, 75 ft. above the base of the 
monument. This terrace is 700 ft. in circumference, 180 ft. 
wide. Inclosed by a colonnade balustrade 15 ft. high, with its 
ba.^e and capping. Tiie circuit of this grand terrace is studded 
with small temple-formed structures, constituting the cupolas 
of the lanterns, lighting the pantheon gallery below. 

Through the base of the great circle of the balustrade are 4 
apertures at the 4 cardinal points, leading outside of the bal- 
ustrade upon the top of the main cornice, where a gallery 6 
ft. wide and 750 ft. in circumference encircles the whole, in- 
closed by an ornamental guard, forming the crowning mem- 
ber on the top of the tholus of the main cornice of the grand 
colonnade. Within the thickness of this wall staircases de- 
scend to a lower gallery over the plafond of the pronaos of 
the colonnade, lighted from above. This gallery, which ex- 
tends around the colonnade, is 20 ft. wide, divided into rooms 
for the records of the monument, works of art, or studios for 
artists engaged in the service of the monument. Two other 
ways communicate with this gallery fi-om below. 

In the centre of the grand terrace above described rises the 

lofty obelisk shaft of the monument, 70 ft. square at the base, 

and 500 ft. high, diminishing as it rises to its apex, where it 

is 40 ft. square ; at the foot of this shaft, and on each face, 

project 4 massive zocles 25 ft. high, supporting so many co- 

lossal symbolic tripods of victory ^0 i\,. VvV^Vv., «>unnounted by 

facial col am ns with their symboVa oi a.\x«[voT\\.if . 'Wsasfc TwekS^ 

-faces are embellished with inacripWotift, ^\»a\v «t^ «i\i\:YBafc^ 
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i» pui'feutly plikiii to vvJCliin 51) It. of its siirninic, wliei'u a, sim- 
ple star U placed, emblematic ol tlie glory wLicli the uamo of 
Waaliii^rtoii lias ^.ttiuiicd. 

To u£CffUil tu the eiiiumit of tliu i»lumn, tlic same fucilitie! 
as below »i*e provided within tlie slmlt by an easy-^^radedgal- 
Iciy, wliich may be traversed by a railway tenniiiating Iii a 
circulikr observatory 20 It. in dLimeter, uroiiud whicb, at tlm 
top, is a lookout gallery which opens a prospect all around 
the horizon. 

The inter space, or that under the stand gaUery or rotun- 
da, may be appropriated tocatacombsfor the I'eceptionof the 
remains of such distinguished men as the nation may honor 
with intermeDt here. 

lu the centre of the monument is placed the tomb of Wash- 
ington, to receive his remains, should they be removed thither, 
the descent to whicli Is by a bi-oad flight of Ktep», hglited by 
the Kime light whidi Illumines his statue. 

Deacriptiou,~In its present state ttie Monument is 174 ft. 
Iiigh. It rests on a solid foundation of Potomac gueiss rook, 
81 ft. square ut ilic tnuie, S feet below tlie surface, and 18 ft. 
atwve, nai-rowing to 60 ft. square. The tiase of the obelisk 
Is 5j ft. square outside, the widls buiiig 15 ft. thick, and 25 
ft. square inside. The outer i«iu-face consists of iieuvy blocks 
of crystal marble, from Maryland, laid in regular coui'ses of 
about 2 ft., and backed to Ihn required thickness by gneiss 
rock, as u^d iu the foimdatiou. The inside of tlio wall is 
peipendicular, while tlie ouli;r surface gradually recedes. At 
the summit, wlien completed, the walls will have a thlckuuss 
of but 2 It. The luteriur will be provided with an iron stair- 
case. The tablets already built tii tlie interior walls are ar- 
ranged to correspond with the galleries of tlie propoj^ed 
Stan- was. 

The Monument, as It now stands, coal $2311,000, and (vas 
six years in building, when the funds ran out. 'I'lie esti- 
mated cost oE the obelisk is 9»5D,000, and paiitlieon 4^70,000 
additional. Total, ei,120,000. 

The Monument completed would rank with the loftiest 
works of ancient or modern times, viz : Tower of BatuiV,*** 
It. ; Washington Monument toni^V^iV'ai, >S»i Vi.,-, 'i:.*'=w«, 
Cathedral completed, 511 It.; &A\l)eK,W!ft li-X '^?^*-:S''Tc.^ 
Cheops, JSOfi.; Cathedral, StvasbOM£,4'I'V\V---,^'^-^^.: 
Kome. 458 ft. ; St. Stephen, Vieana.,4e. to.. ■, '0.;A'tv«*«-''- 




lie Lapidariam. — In the low woodon building NE. of tbe 
MoimmcnC miLy bu set^u the tubletB iiiteDtled for the inUrior 
of the Moniimi;[it, to be placed the same as those already 
UBCd. A ktitjjcr, wliD liiLS chiLi^d ol tlie keys, resides on tiA 
gi'oitiKl, and will i^ichibit the MouumeDt mid tablets, 81 in 
mouber, to visitors. 

Amoug the Ameriean oonti'ibutions are a block of native 
copper, weigbiog 2,100 pounds, from Micbigan, aad 12 brictu 
from the birthplace ol Wifcihiiigton. The contributioiis from 
abi'oad are from Mount Vcanrius; Swiss Bepublic; ablockot 
gntuite from tlie Alexandriiui Library, Egypt; China; Bi-ft- 
men; Sultan ot Turkey; tb4j Temple of Carthagft, Africa; 
ancient E^pCIan head; Governor and Commaae of the 
Islands of Faros and Nasos; Temple of Escidapius, iJand 
I of Faros; Greek Government; and Japan. 

' Histety, — Repeated attempts have been made to erect a 

I BuiCable tribute to the memory of Washington. In 1783 the 

I Continental Congress passed a resolution for a National 

I UonumenC. The site for the Monument, near the pruseut 

I andertaking, was approved by Washtngtotk hlmaelf in the 

first plan of the city. In 1800 a bill passed in one House ot 

Congress to erect a "maueoleumof American granite and 

marble in pyramidal form, 100 ft. sg^uore at the oaae, and ot 

proportionate height." 

The Was/iinyltm National Monument Association, the name 
by wliieli tlie ast^oclation of distinguished gentlemen who 
projected the monument was kiiowu, was oiganlzed in 1835. 
The amount collocted to 1848 was ftiaO,000. The ctmier- 
stone was laid July 4, 1848, with Masonic cei'emouieB, and in 
' the presence ot 4,000 people. Repeated eiforts have sinoe 1 

' been made to effect its completion, but without succesa. j 

^^^^ ARMORY. ^^^1 

' Thla building stands on tiie 8E. portion of the Mall, E. of ' 

the Smithsonian Institution, and fronts on 6tli at. W. The 
' omiii eutranca is on the £., wild's a flight of steps leads to 
liie tirill-i-ooms on the secoail anA itoul aooTs. 
Tliii Drst floor is pa,Yed and arvangeOLbiT o.-rta\a'ri,flcu!,TO 
1 bein-r t/iree suitable eDtraucea on theS.swi4^.*o»«"A"a» 
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builftiDg. Each Qoor \i suppdrted by 13 iron pillBm. aiu] U 
provided with giiii racks and cases for accoutre me nta. The 
building is ahoint 103 by 57 ft. In 1853 Con.sress atithorizi'rt 
the erection of thp building, to be used for the cure of ovil- 
naiicp arms, aceomtnodfttlon of I'olunteera and military of the 
District of Columbia, and for the pivscrvjitiou of military 
trophies of the reTolntion and other warp. It w,is fliiifhc^l i]i 
1857, Tlip. bnildluff has lonif beon out of use. It Is pi-opos'-il 
to place it in repair (or tlie purposes for which ft waa ori;S- 
nally intended. 




CnUKCHES. 

The capital possesses maay church edlQces which. In ar- 
chitectural display and dimensions, have kept pace with the 
growtli of the population in nnmbera and affliience. The 
finest are the Mdropolilan. MdhodUt Episcopal, iti which are 
also an interesting collection of relics from the Holy Land 
and memorial windows, Sirst Congrfgaiwn<d, New-Yorh 
Av. Presbi/ierian, Epiphany Proiealant Episcopal, Foundry 
Methotliat, Caleary BapiUt, and St. Aloysiva, Koman Catbo- 
lie. Of the colorccl churches, the Fifleenih Si, Presbyterian 
and Nineteenth St. Baptist are very fine structiws. 

A list of leading churdies and locations will be found In 
General Inforniation, 

In 1794 the Washington Parish of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, to iuclmle the dties of Washington atnl George- 
town, was formed out of St, Jolui's and St, Paul's Parishes. 
The parish of Christ Clnirch was next ci-eated, and the 
church edifice near the Navy Tard was erected atwnt 1800, 
For sixteen years it was the only Episcopal place of worship 
in the citv. It was attended by Jefferson and jfadisou. Ser- 
vices arc still held in the panic striietui-e, Tlic fiivt Prrshy- 
terian clmrch services were hi'ld in 1703. in llie nupi'iiter 
shop used by the Joiners at work on tin- I'rc-iilrni'-^ House. 
The first Baptist church began wot^liip in isoa. Mint fum- 
menccd a building on the corner of 1 :m(l VM\\ st^. NW. in 
1803. The first Presbyterian chttrchou V -t. \va-^.'<i:;hli-!ie(l 
In 1803. services Ijoing flrat IiPld in tiu> hall of the 'Pif asiuy 
building. In 1826 their new building was completed. St. 
Patrick'?, Roman Catholic, was estabHsted \w \SWi- *>- 
Methodist church was cncted near IW- Tlwv ^^^ x-.v'^^:;^ 
bat meetlnga had been heVl in ft\fc «i\t-j 'b'ilt.w.. ^"^-^^fti 
Episcopal Chrireli. c.ii tli.> "ST., cor\wv ot \&'*^ *-^^"- 
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NW., opposite Lafayette Square, was erected in 1816, from 
designs by Latrobe, the architect of the Capitol. In 1820 it 
was onl:ir<[^e(l, and its ''riginal form, a Greek cross, was 
changed to a Latin, and a portico and steeple added. Among 
those who attended services here were Presidents Madison. 
Monroe, and Jackson, and the diplomatic representatives oi 
Enjjland. The first Unitarian chnrch, on 6th and D stfl. 
NW., fronting on Louisiana av., was erected in 1824. 



HALLS. 



There are a number of halls in various parts of the city. 

Masonic Temple is on the NW. corner of F and 9th sts. 
NW., entrance on F St., and was erected by the Masonic Hadl 
Association. The corner-stone was laid in 1868, The buQd- 
ing is of granite and Connecticut and Nova Scotia freestone, 
and cost 8200,000. The two exposed faces are tastefully en- 
riched with an appropriate introduction of Masonic symbols. 
The ground-floor is occupied by stores, and the second by a 
public hall, 100 by 48 ft. and 25 ft. high, and retiring rooms* 
The hall has been the scene of some of tiie most brilliant 
balls and State sociables given at the capital. In the third 
story are the Blue Lodges of Masonry, and in the fourth the 
Roj'^al Arch Chapters and Commanderics. The furniture and 
fittings of the lodges are of superior quality, and are unsur- 
passed in any similar place iu the country. A lodge of TAsl" 
sons was established in the earliest days of the capital. Prior 
to 1816 there were two which assembled in a building on the 
borders of the river. Under the pavement of the Temple, on 
the S. front, is what was formerly known as the City Spring. 

Odd Pellows' Hall, situated on 7th st. W., bet. D and E 
sts. The earlier building was dedicated in 184G, and erected 
out of funds subscribed by the lodges and members meeting 
in the central part of the city. It was remodeled in 1873. It 
has a granite base and pressed-brick superstructure, with gal- 
vanized-iron pilasters, jambs, caps, and cornice, and is sur- 
mounted by three domes, that in the centre raised above the 
others. The groimd-floor is occupied by stores. The stair- 
war a^ the main entrance leads to the main hall, on the seo- 
onci floor. The hall is 100 by 40 it. axv^ I'l l\..\vvgcv, <a.\Y^^Uftd 
fvrth a stage ot 21 ft. additionaV, att\ve^. exi^V. \\.\^yc\».^. 
pally designed for balls, coucerta, wi^i \^ctoc^^. ^^<5jcQ\a% 
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are ladles' retiriug aud gentlemeu's cloak-rooms. Tlie tliird 
floor contains two lod)^ nnd one Encampinmit rooms. Tlie 
Library, on the fame flui>r, for the iise of members of the 
Oitler aud their families, coutains a flrie colleetion of books. 
The first TiOtlge of the Iiidependent Order of Odd FtOiows 
was established in ttii; Dii^trict ol Columbia in 1%'il ; Uie 
Grand Lodgv followed in 1S2S. 

Lincoln HalL— This flne structure stands on the NE. cor- 
ner of 0th ALid D sts. NW. It Is built of Seneca brownstotie, 
with iivn trimmings, is three stories high, nurmounted by a 
Mansard roof. Tue corner-stone on tne SW, bears the iii- 
Btiiptlon, "y. M. C. A., Nov. xxvn, MDCcCLXvn. Jeho- 
vah .IncEH." The buUdln"; wan ei-euted by a joint stock 
company cliartered by act of Congress in 18G7, aud was com- 
pleted hi 18(19, at a eo^tol 9200,000. Ou tlie n-ouud Qoor are 
stores. There are two aiiraacea to the upper floors ; tlie main 
one t» the Library and Reading Room and Lincoln Hall on 
D St. ; tlie smaller, on Stii st. 

The Free Reading Room and lAbrary and the Pariorn of tlie 
Association ippen to the public every daij except Sunday, fn/m 
9 a. m. lolQp.m.) are on the second floor under the ILill.en' 
trances on twth sta. The Library contains about 17,000 voIh., 
including the leading secular and religious newspapers of the 
country. 'ITie Washington City Library, founded in 1814, 
has been consolidated with it. 

On tlie same floor is Linaotn Halt, the finest lecture or eon- 
cert hail in tlie city, which will seat about I,1KK) people. 
During eacli winter a course of lectures U given undei' the 
auspices of the Aasoclatlon. In Its aelentific course, tlie Aa- 
Eociatiun is aided by the Smltlisonlan Institution. In addition 
to Linuoln Hall thei'e is a smaller halli used tor I'eligloug and 
social gathering of the Young Men's Christian Ai^cbttlon, 
whicli are lieltl twice daily, at noon and Q p, ni. Open to all. 

WllIard'B Hall, on F st., between 14th and 15Ui 
also allbi'ds excellent aceoinmodiLtioiis for concerts 
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Tlie 6 »i"Wiii(;s occupied by twooltXvi^ifvwiv^ 
of the city will compare lavoriWy \ii co\tt?\';Me.oR.»s-.'*: 
alxe, with the best Btmcture* ol ttw Wvn4 W 'Ov'^e- w^*^"* 
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The National Medical College of ike Oobtmbian TTnivtrsitu, 
on H Bt., hetween I3th and 14th ats. N. W,. was toiinfloiJ Ul 
1924. The biilicllnjt was the gift of W. W. Oorwraii, 1864, 
cost ^,000, was on;;htally inluiKlcil tor a mechanics' librar; 
aud lectures, coulJiiiis two lecture rooms, witli aale rooms, 
chemical laboratory, tiiid diaaecting room. In whitci- the Juii- 
itflr will admit visitors, Tlie Dispentarij is open daily, except 
Siiudaj', from 1 to 3 p. m., to tlie poor. Tlic Law Depart- 
titent, Columbian Univeraity. establlshi'd 1326. occupies a 
building on 5th St., between D and E sts. N, W. 

The Medical and Lav> Departments of Georgeiotcn College, 
respectively establisbod in 1851 aud 1870, occupy bnilcliti^ 
on the comer of 10th anJ E Bts.aiid F betwtwn 9th and 10th 
Bte. N. W. In tlie former is the Central Dispensary, open 
daily, except Sunday, trom 1 to 3 p. m. 

The Qoneaga College, on I, between North Cio^ftriv »»A. 
let Hts. N. W., was founded In 18« aa ttw "W in.*^^^W^'***^„ 
inarj, aorJ incorporated as a u«\vet%\\,v\vi\'%5a- ^'^^.^.^ 
ducted by the tatbere of the Bociftty ol Jewiai^-W <»>-'5 *** 
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The Public Schools are among; the prominent features of the 
N'atlonal Capital. Of the buildings are the Franklin^ 1st dis- 
trict, cor. 13th and K sts. NW., brick, 148 X 79 ft., basement 
and three stortes, erected in 1869, and contahis 14 school-rooms. 
This is said to be one of the finest school buildings in the Uni- 
ted States. The Seaton^ 2d district, on I, bet. 2d and 3d sts. 
NW.. brick, 94 X 67 feet, basement and 3 stories, erected in 
1871. Tiie WaUcuih^ 3d district, Pennsylvania av., bet. 7th 
and 8th sts. SE., brick, 99 X 76 ft., basement and three sto- 
ries, erected in 1864. The Jefferson^ 4tli district, cor. of 6th 
and D sts. SW., brick, 172 X 88 ft, basement and 3 stories, 
witli 20 school-rooms, erected in 1872. This is the largest 
school building in the city. It will accommodate 1,200 pupils. 
It is named after Thomas Jefterson, President of the United 
States, a member of the Board of Trustees of the Public 
Schools of Washington, and president of tlie same 1805-'08. 
There are also fine grounds. 

In tiie four school districts there are 43 scliool buildings, 
owned or rented by the city. The oldest still standing was 
erected in 1800 for a stable, cor. 14th and G sts. NW. 

The Colored Schools are distinct from those attended by 
white children. Prior to 1862 there were no colored public 
schools. Subsequently the schools were under charitable 
associations of the North. 

The fii'st building was erected in 1866, on the square now 
occupied by tlie Sumner building. 

Tlie Sumner Building^ on the NE. corner of M and 17th 
sts. NW., was completed in 1872, at a cost of $70,000. It is 
94 ft. long, by 69 ft. wide, and has a basement, 3 stories, and 
a trussed roof. lu it are 10 school-rooms. Tliere are 13 
public schools for colored childi-en. 

The annual expenditures are about $318,000, One third 
of this sum is set apart for colored sciiools. The total school 
population is 17,403. In 1805 the revenues for the support 
of schools were derived from the net proceeds of taxes on 
slaves, dogs, licenses for carriages and hacks, ordinaries and 
taverns, selling wines and spirits, billiard tables, hawkers 
and pedlers, theatres and other public amusements. In 1806 
there were the E. and W. academies. In 1826 the schools 
were supported by lottery. There is now a school tax. The 
public schools were quartered in rented rooms, prior to the 
dedication of the WaUach buMmg,m\%^4:. 



NftTol Hospitlll (open qfter 12 noon, dnring the meek, if no 
tevere cases) occupies the Boimre betwocii 9th ami 10th sts. 
E. and E st. S. anil Pennsylvania av. It is aCLtssible from 
the Pennsylv-nnia av. street cars (re{l) foi' tlie Naw Tarii. at 
E St. The hospital is iiniler Che Bin-ean of Mmlicine nnd 
Sui^ry ol the Navy deDartraciit, aiiii ia open to officers and 
men of the navy and marine corps. The hiiililing couplets 
of a tliree-atoiy briak edifice, with mansard, and posweRses 
accommculationa for 50 patients. There is a ifadinff-i'oom for 
convalescents. A medical director In the navy Is ni cliai-ge. 
Naval diBcipline is observed. 

Kational BoldieTs' and Soilois' Orphan Home, on Q st. be- 
tween 17th and 18th sta, NW., (open to tiaUorf ever// day, 
except Sunday, after 9 a. m,,) was incorpoiuted by Coiigri'ss 
in 1866, and is suppoited by Oovernment appropriations. It 
is under the direction of a Boardof Lady Managers, ami is for 
the support and education of the orphans of the national sol- 
diers or sailors vrho were Icilled or died of TCOnnds in the re- 
belllon of I861-'6S. No applicants are received younger tlian 
8 years, nor retained after 18 years, 

Oolnmbia HoBpitat for Women, and Lyinz-ui Asylum, 
Incoipor.ited 18G8, (visiting days Tuesday* and Fridays, from 
in a. m. io 4 p.m..) ia on tlie corner of L and 25th sts.NW. 
The general wards for.W patients are free to the wivenot sol- 
di' -rs, on the permit of the Surgeon General; to wonn-ii of 
other Slates, on permit of the Secretary of the Interior: mid 
to women of the District, on permit of the Governor. 'I'liore 
are also private rooms and special wards for 30 patieuls. for 
the use of vrhich asniallcompenBatioD Is required. Connueti'd 
wltli the iiDspital is an operating room, used for free patiiiits 
only, and ojjen every Satm-day at 3.30 p. m., to stiidviiU of 
medicine in the l>istrict. In the W. wing is a dispensary. 
open nveiy day, where the poor receive medicines and treat- 
ment frci^, Tlie institution is principally suppoi-ted by the 
National Government. 

Waahington Asylnm (open every day^ exae^ Sni'nAo.-^>»-'«&- 
iiated in tlie extreme E. portion ol ttift'a\X,^,OTv 'liv^ V«™^ 
remrvaltoa. No. 17. laid out lor t\ie ^\irvaa^- "^^ 3S3,^«afc 
reached in IS miii. along C at. S., \«a.'fvn?,tinft ^tw^^ 
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nv, street cars (red) at that point. The institution combines 
«n asyhim for the poor of the District, and a work-house for 
persons convicted in the police courts of minor crimes except 
Theft. There are accommodations in the brick building for 
180 persons. The first building was erected in 1815, but the 
present one in 1859. On theN. istlie District jail, and S. the 
District niu-.«enes, and beyond, the Army and Navy ma^ 
zines. About J m. distant, SW., is the *' Congressional" 
Cemetery. 

Lonise Home) {open to visitors every day^ except Sunday^ 
after 12 nooiu) erected in 1871, was the gift of Mr. Corcoran. 
It is situated on Massachusetts av., bet. loth and 16th sts. 
W. Its desi.iru is for gentlewomen of education and refine- 
ment, hilt reduced to poverty. It is named after the wife 
and daughter of Mr. Corcoran, both deceased. The build- 
ing, a commodious structure, was erected and furnished un- 
der the personal supervision of Mr. Corcoran, and, with the 
grounds, cost $200,000, and has accommodations for 55 per- 
sons. The institution is under the direction of a board of 
trustees, and has an endowment of $250,000. The inmates 
Are invited by the board of directresses. 

Frovidence General Hospital, cor. 2d and D sts. SE., (open 
^very day, from 10 to 12 a m. and 2 to 4 p, m,) The hospital 
is owned and under the care of the Sisters of Charity. It 
was founded in 1862, incorporated in 1864, and the present 
building commenced in 1867. It is about 280 ft. long, of 
brick, and will accommodate 250 patients. Towards the 
erection of the building, through Thaddeus Stevens, of Penn., 
<Jongress appropriated $30,000. There is now an annual ap- 
propriation for 75 non-i*esident paupers. Indigent persons 
receive permits from the Surgeon General of the Army, but 
any one applying is taken in. The accommodations for pay 
patients are very superior. There is a medical staff of 12 
physicians ; also," a reading-room, library, chapel, and oper- 
ating-iX)om. 

The Washington Oity Orphan Asylum, on I, bet*. 2d and 3d 
«ts. I^W.. was founded in 1815, Dolly P. Madison, wife of the 
President of the United States, being first directress and Mrs. 
Yan Ness second. It was incorporated in 1828, and the cor- 
ner-stone of the first building was laid by Mrs. Van Ness on 
Mausoleum square, on H, bet. 9th and 10th sts. NW., the 
burial-ground of the Burns ia«\Viy . "lYv^ WWdvu^ is now oo- 
•capied by the St. Joseph's Orp\\a.\\ ^t^wis^. \x. N& \xcAs8t 
the direction oi thebeaevolctit\av\v^solWv?c^^.^. 'YXNfc^pt^eKox 



baildiag 1e but cemporaiil; occupied, that erected for the per- 
manent asu of the Asylum beiii;; now rented by the Depart- 
ment ol SUte. 

Ohildren'B Hospital, on E, bet. 8th and 9tii sta. NW., faisit- 
ing days Sunilayt, Tuttdaya. and Fridays^ from 3 to op. m.^ 
Incorporated in 1871. It is under the patronage of benevo- 
lent ladies and gentlemen, of the city, and haa for its object 
the free provision of sni^lcol and medical treatment for the 
heiplesa children of the District between the a;i;ea ol 15 inoB. 
and 15 jTs. Admissions through tlic Board Pliysiclanii. Tlie 
sick of the City Orplian Asylum are also treated here. There 
is a free diapemanj connected with the hospital, open to all 
every day except Sunday, from 12 m. to 3 p. m. 

St. John's Eosratal, for children, {nisiling days Jitondayi 
and Thursday), jTom 3 to 5 p. m..) on I, bet. 30th and 31st 
StB. NW,, is under the St. Jofin'a Sisterhood of the Episcopal 
Church. The Hospital will shortly occupy its new premises, 
on H, bet. 19tli and 30th ste. NW. 

St. Aim'a In&nt Aavlmn, foiiuded hi 1863, Is on the corner 
of Kaiid 24th Bts. NW., (maiting days ThuTsda^g, from 2 io 5 
p. m.) It is under the management of the Sisters of Cliarit;, 
and for the children, under 5 years, of the poor. There is a 
lying-in hospital attached. 

St. JoBflph's Male Oiphui Asylum, founded in 1805, (Btsii- 
inffdaua l:iaturdays,from'2 to5 p, in.,)onH. bet. 9tli and 10th 
Bts. ffw., is under the care of tiie Sisters of the Holy Cross. 
The male children at St. Ann's, arriving at 5 years of age, 
are sent here. The bnilding previously lielonged to the 
WasUngton City Orphan Asylum, and was purchased la 
1866. 

&t Vmoeut'H Female Orphan AbjIiuii. founded m 1831, 
(visiting every dai/, except Saturday and Sundai/, bet. D and II 
a.m.,)i»>ou the dW. cor. Of Hand 10th Bts. NW. It is under 
ttic care of the Sisters of Charity. To this arc transferred the 
female cbildi'cn at St. Ann's arriving at 5 yoara of age- 

A branch of this asylum, Ht. Rose's Orphan Home, estab- 
lished In ISTl, and owned and cared for by the Sifters of 
Oliarity, is ailuated on G, bet. 20th and 21at sts. NW. Here 
the children, 13 years of age, are Bent and taught a trade. 
II ta open at any time, and sewing of all kinds for hul!;<?.& it.%^ 
children is taken. 
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CEMETERIES. 

Two squares known as tlip Eastfiii nnd We?teru Burial- 
groimde, were allotted by tin- Govcnimcnt, In the bcj^iiulti^ 
ol the present century, foi' llie Uiierrm-nl ol lliu ili'ttd. Tht 
Eautern, 'wbieli stood In tlie oastei-iipart ol llic city, \ras rc- 
moveil a leW yeai* Awtx. The We»tcm, IjUit known as 
Holmead Vcmetery, on IBth St.. bet. S and T stB. NW,. ia b<« 
ing removed. Here, ior 40 ypai'i=, rested tlie ifmiiins of Lo- 
renzo Dow, removed to Onk Hill Ctimctery In I8T4. 

Oongiaaaioiial (oi WasliiiigtDii Farieh) Oemetei;, (open erery 
dar/. except Sundai/,) ia situated on tbe banks of the Anncoe- 
tltt, and is accessible fi'om the Wasiiington and Geor^-town 
Street Railway East, 
along E. at. S., dis- 
tant i m. Tlie Cem- 
etery, laid out in 
18(17. oriMnaUy com- 
prised about 10 a., 
but Tiow cnibi'ace^ 30 
a. The name Con- 
eressional originated I 
from tlie fitct tliat a | 
number of sites are 
set apart for the in- 
terment of Diembf^rs | 
of Coiigress, i 
tttrn (or Government I 
dooatloDeof laud and h 
money. The small i 
freestone cenotaphs, | 
to the memory of de- 
ceased members of 
CongresB, form a con 
adorned with drives, v 
lar^ fountain. 

Ttie oldei^tgraveslieN.of the lodge, and are of date 1804^5, 

Hear tbe superintendent's lodge is tbe gi'ave ol Commodore 

TJnffey, Becoiniin command In ttieAlj^risie war. In tbeNB. 

portion iiea George Clinton, ol TScw "^ov\i,>I'wfc '?t«ii>s^«i«. 

o/tftcr/ifited States, died inl8U.ai«\"EVa">\¥S^'e^^-'A-'*»^ 
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lice gim^ 



auhuaettP, Higiier of the Declsratioii of Independeii 
Vice Presiitent of the United States, died In 1814. Thla 
monument was erected by act o( Conj!;resa. Not (ar off is 
the grave ol Tobias Lear, private secretary and friend of 
George Waaliington, died in 1816. Near by are the pravea 
of Jiilin Forsyth, Secretjuy of State, and Commodore Mout- 
;^omiTy. On the 1. of the walk Is the roonument of Piis-msr 
ta-bii. a Choctaw eiiief, the white man's friend, who died at 
Washington in 1824. Further on is the monument to W^^ 
li.am Wilt, Atlorney General of the United States 1817-1629, 
dlfj] 1834. On lliel.of the carriage (t^ad, near the fountain, 
is the grave of Gi<ncrul Alexander Macomb, Oommaudct-Iii- 
chiff of the United StaWs Army, who died 1841. This mon- 
ument is a luLiidwme piece of workmauahip, appropriately 
embelllBlicd and inscribed. A tew feet ofT Etanda a. broken 
shaft over the remains of Major Gksneral Jacob Brown, Com- 
mander-ln-cbief of the United States Aiiny, died 1S28. 

In the game viClnlty h a monnment to Abel Parker Up- 
shur, Secretary of the Navy 1841, Secretary of State 1843, 
died 1844, and Captain Kennon, killed by the explosion of 
the great gim on boanl the UTiil«iI States frigate Princeton. 
A few paces off stands the coUossal monument t« Joseph 
Lovel, Surgeon General of the United States Army, died 
1836. Near by is tlie monument erected to Major General 
George Gibson, U. 8. A., Commissary General of Subsist- 
ence, 1861, and to Frederick Kogers, midslilpman in the 
United States Navy, drowned at Norfolk, To., 1828, while 
making efTorts to save IiUdshipmen Slidell and Harrison, bla 
friends and companions in life and death. 

Among others are the Wainwrigiit family, consisting of 
Commodore Richard Wainwright, Bvt, Lt, Col. R. Auch- 
matty Walnwriffht, Bvt. Lt. Col. Bobert DeWar, of the 
Uuiteil States Navy. All ol these He in the Wainwright 
vault, in the sontlieru estremity of the grounds. In the 8, 
portion is the tomb of Alexander Dallas Baohe, Superin- 
tendent of United States Coast Survey service. Also a. mar- 
ble monument, representing a broken ship's mast, to George 
Mifflin Bache, of the brig Washington, and his associates, 
who periled at sea on September 3, 1846, in a. hurricane. 
Not far illatant is the monument erected to the young ladles 
killed by the arsenal cxploaion. 

The vaults and lots of some of the oldest citizens of the 
District are also in this cemetery. 

The public vault, erected by Congtean, Ife* ^- ^"^ '^'^ 
•putrance, about the centre ol the ccmcUtT^. 'Vs.Xta.'a!- ->■* 
fntered by an irow door, -wVi-Ai Xea.'i'* '*« 
B to a Becond Iron ijor. 
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DISTRICT GOVERNMENT. 

The provisional government of the District of Colnmbia 
occupies a buildin<j^ on 4J st. W., near Pennsylvania av. It 
is proposed to erect a suitable edifice on the space immedi- 
ately N. of the Centre Jklarket. 

Fire Department.— The force consists of o Steam Fire En- 
gines, 1 Hook and Ladder Company, w!th officers and 4 
horses and 10 men to each Engine. The service is under a 
Board of Fire Commissioners. There is also a Fire Alctrm 
Telegraphy with the Central Station at Police Headquarters. 
The buildinofs were erected by the city, and liave every con- 
venience. The foreman will sliow visitoi*s everything of 
interest. The companies are located. No. 1, K St., bet. 16th 
and 17th W. ; No. 2, D St., near 12th NW. ; No. 3, Capitol 
Hill, Delaware av. NE. of the Capitol: No. 4, Virginia av., 
bet. 4J and 6th sts. SW. ; No. 6, High %t., near. Bridge ; 
Hook and Ladder, Massachusetts av., bet. 4th and 5th sts. 

In the early days housekeepers were required to have a certain number of buckets, 
with their names, for each story. In 1S35 there were two fire engines, and in 184O 
seven. In 1861 the National Government engaged the services of the Hibernia 
Steam Fire Engine, of Philadelphia, and brought the first steamer to WashingtoO) 
as a means of protection for the immense quantities of Government stores. In 1864 
the paid system went into operation. The Government then owned three steam fire 
engines, and the corporation three, and one Hook and Ladder Company. la 1869 
the Government steamers were withdrawn. 

Metropolitan Police.— This was established in 1861. In 
1866 a police telegraph was constructed. The police force 
consists of 238 officers and men, with duties extending 
throughout the entire District. There are 8 precincts. 

District Jail— The present jail of the District of Columbia 
is a three-storied briclc structure, on reservation No, 9, and 
on tlie SW. corner of G and 4th sts. A iiewjail^ more suita- 
ble to the necessities of tlie District, is being erected on Res- 
ervation No. 13, immediately N, of the Washington Asylum. 

The plan has an outer range of . one-storied buildings of solid masonry, forming 
the enclosure of the jail proper. The latter is built of Maryland (Seaeca ) stone, 
brick, and iron, four stories high, with ranges of cells on each floor, joo in all. Be- 
tween the inner building and the outer walls there is a space of i6 ft. under the 
surveillance of the guards. ' 

The building is 310 by 193 ft., and from the stone base to the main cornice $0 ft. 
high, to the ridge 68 ft., and to the top of the cupola 90 ft. On either end of the 
building arc ventilating shafts 86 ft. high, and, in conjunction with steam pipes 
under each tier of cells, preserve a regular temperature. The centre of the building 
forms a guard room 77 x 61 ft., from the floor of which springs the staircases to 
each tier of cells. The W. projection contains the warden's office, guard and 
vHtneas rooms ; the E.yZ chap^ aivd kitchen*, ttve\>%«cmcxi\.t^«^»(^n<inr and bavh- 
rooma. The structure wras designed by ^. B. Mvii\e\.\..» comtcwtuceA. Va. \Vin^>&&. 
cost 94oo,ocx>. It can be easily converted Into «l v^mvttiXA^rf . 
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TirE MARKETS. 



The country aroutui IIip National Capital prodi 
M'getablea of ail descriptions, and tlie Fotofliac r 
(JbeMpealte Bay aH'ord not only flsh and oysture uiifxculled 
and in gr^ut quantities, bat admirable facilities (or supplying 
tin ^larlvpts with tliPtarliLr produce of more soutlitrii lati- 
tud ": 1 i 1 li =t qinlid 9 of meat'i and t!ie finest game, 
nqiniH 1 ii i 1 1 il I) otlerod for sale at elieaper ral<!S 
thaiioili I I 1 liere aie four principal marlieta in 

tlie ciii I l\ I timmodated ivltli very fine pei-ma- 

nnit t> li ill Ml til ri noiiiU Hnd the markets u most 

inttiiKtiii^ placf for a visit 

rill lar^re*' 1*" i^he CfintriB Jtfartef, erected bytlie Washington 
MarliLt Companyin 1870, comprising tliree commodious hriok 
atruetiires — a central building nnd two winge — length from 
E tn W , 410 ft , and wliieh occupy tha 8. haUot the Bquare 
between 7lh and 9th sts. W., on the S. side of Fennsylvunia 
nv., and acccBsible by horse ears on that av. and 7tli and 9th 
Bts. Market every day. 

The Badem Market, on Capitol Hill, atrthe Junction of 7th 
St. E. and Nortli Carolina av., completed in 1373, is also a 
fine lai-ge brick stmcture, 

The W'-sttm Market, on K between 20th and 2l8t sts. N W., 
and tlie Northern Market, between 6th and 7th and O and P 
sts. NW., at present temporarily occupy sheds. Brick striic- 
tiu-es of large dimensions are now in coiu-se of erection for 
tljcir accommodation. In the original plan of the city, 1791, 
there were three reservations for the E., W., and Centre 
Markets ; the latter, however, is the only one erected on the 
site originally Betai»rt. 

The Nortkem liberty Market, on 5th, ttet. K and L sta. 
NVV., J. U. McGill, architect, erected 1874-'5 by the North- 
ern IJIXTtv Market Company, is one of the finest market 
structures in the United States. It is of brick, 324 ft. long, 
126 fl. wide, and 105 ft. total iielght. The roof rests upoa 
massive iron girders, tlie largest o( tlie kind in the world, 
which form an imposing arch the entire wiitth of the bnild- 
ing. In the butchers' portion tliere are 28 sectjous, 17 x 19tt« 
each containing 4 stalls. Cost, 9140.000. On the E. ' 
paved space lor tlie accommodation of mai'ket wagons, 
14 
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PLACES OF HISTORICAL INTEREST. 

Tlie i-esiclence of Gen. J. P. Van Ness stiU stands on what 
was known as^dansion Square, about 6 a., at the foot of 17th 
«t. W., between B and C sts. N., and where the Tiber then 
emptied its waters into the Potomac. It was previously the 
residence of David Burns, one of the original proprietors of 
the site of Wasliington, who owned, by inheritance through 
several generations of Scottish ancestors, what now consti- 
tute tlie finest portions of the city. Gen. Van Ness, a repre- 
sentative from New York, by his marriage, about 1802, with 
Marcia Burns, sole heiress of tlie Burns estate, enlarged the 
buildings, erected green houses, planted trees and fruits, and 
made otlier improvements, then considered very superior. 
The place was tlien one of tlie finest in the country. The 
square is enclosed by a brick wall, with a fine gateway and 
two lodges. Many of the venemble trees are still growing. 
The Van Ness warehouse, on the line of 17th St., is still stand- 
ing, though very dilapidated. The Washington canal itinjust 
S. of it. Attorney General William Wirt occupied the fine 
old mansion, now the National Soldiers' and Sailors' Orphan 
Asylum, on G St., between 17th and 18th sts. W. The Old 
Capitol, now converted into private residences, stands on the 
NW. corner of A and 1st sts. NE. Congress met here after 
the burning of tlie Capitol in 1814. During the war it was 
used as a political prison. Wirz, the prison keeper of Ander- 
son ville, was executed here. 

On North Carolina av., between 1st and 2d sts. SE., stands 
the venerable mansion of Duddington, owned by Daniel Car- 
roll, one of the original proprietors of the site of Washington, 
and one of the three commissioners appointed in 1791 to su- 
perintend the building of the city. 



SECTION V. 

ENVIRONS OP WASHINGTON. 



.) EORGETOWN. the port of mtrii of the Dls- 
- ■iu:t n[ Col.imbia, population lo.lHM). Ui's N. W. 
VV'!(■^llinJ,^,l>tl, sepnrfttetl by Rocli oiitek. mid la at 
■ hearl of navigation of ilie Potomac i-iver. It 
s laid Old by G^orjte Goii-loii and Gporgc Beall, 
i incorporated in 1780. Tlie sitf is ppcnllarly 
pictureaquo. Tlie •'hsigkts," ilottert with villas, 
overlook a vast sweep of coiiiitr.v, tlie Potomac and adjacent 
Capital. Oeor^towii before 1800 enjoyed considerable local 
importance, and a brisk riveiv coast, and foreign commeree. 




L 



(V/rfeh, 1874, D,B. S, J 

Georpitown may he ivaclied from Washlnjjrton hv1| 
Metrtuinliian, F ft., [George I own cars,) and the Waxhat^ 
ami Gforgetovm, PeniiBylvania av. hortt cars. Arriving by 
thi- (ormer at WashlnKtoii at., a short \v*it Vfj.^'n voOoJt 
Sili CentFtfTi/, (open fvery day except Sunia^a ini,'\>i.iWA^'5; 
Jh>m gunnnf lo sunset.) Thp, or\<l\\^a\ o;nawvs6.*- V) ■J;;-^ 
poi-att-d by Congrees, 1849, was ifee gvli. ot "^ . ^ 
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from whom it lias an eotlowDent of 9120.000. The present 
area is 30 a. It occiipies a ronwnlic upol.. formerly Parrott-s 
woods, on the north- 
ern slope of Geor}^ 
town HtJf'iit.'i, at the 
base of whioJi winds i 
Rockci*cek,iLlidllasa , 
fine diapcl and public 5 S," J 

irniill nt the timo nt ''^Ji 




Returniug to the same line of streetK^ars, and alightinj; oa ; 
ttier. side, at Market St., attheheadof the street lathe Oeorffe- 
iown Higli-Serviee Reservoir, The same point may be reaebed 
bjr turnlnff to the r. outside the cemetery gate, and follow-- 
ing Road st. to the corner ol £Dgh. It consists of a domirail 
reservoir, of bricl:, 120 ft. in diameter, with a capacity ol 
1,000,000 calls., and Is fed from the Aqueduct miUD8 at the 
bridge over Bock creek by 2 pumps. The surtiice-water is 
215 ft. above tide and 70 ft. above tbe Distributing BeBerv<»r. 
It supplies all that part of Georgetown over 100 ft. above tide. 

DesuendioK tbe st. a short dtstanoe towards the cit7, and 
following the track to Fayette St., on the opposite coroeF l8 
the Convent of the FwifotioH, founded in I7t)S, but not now 
open to visitors. The Academy, under the care of the SiBten 
of the Visitation, waM founded at the name time, and ocouptoB 
tbe bnlldln^ on tite N., rebuilt in 1873, and Is open to -rifdtors 
on Wedneidayx and Saivrdaua after 13 noon. Tlie entrance 
is by the door o{ the new biiildiu^, where visitoi's will be re- 
ceived and eonducted thi-ough the school. There are two do- 
partmeuts : primary for girls from G to 12 years, and senior, 
lor young ladies of all school ages. There is a line phlloaopb- 
icnl uppar^itus, cliemlc;il laboratory, aud llhntry. Tbe Aciute- 
my groundscomprise40a. Attiiched to the Convent Is avaulf 
containing the remains of ArchbLshop Neale, second Biihop 
o/Baltlmove, and fouiitlor ot ttvo vnsVVivttwn, il\o du.iif^tep cSt 
Midame Tturbide, and the davt^tei ot Qc'v. 'S\T\a^tia.'aM«L> 
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a relij^euse of the order. It is the oldest ia the country. 
At tlie W. end of 2d St., (Georgetown, is Oeargetawn College^ 
(emen every day except Sunday,) founded in 1789, raised to a 
University in 1815, and the oldest Roman Catliolic College 
in the country. It is under tlie care of the Fathers of the 
Society of Jesus. 

The original building, of imported brick, is still standing on theS., and is flaaked 
by two of more modern construction. Boys of all ages are receiired and carried 
through an entire' course of instruction. The library contains }o,ooo volumes, 
amongst which are many rare and curious works. There are loo volmmts printed 
between 1460 and i$2o, and three manuscripts anterior to 1400, and others later. In 
the Museum is a valuable collection of coins and medals and relics of Commodore 
Decatur. The Observatory is 400 yds. disunt, on the W. ( For Medical and Law 
Departments see page 2j01.} 

Th(»re are also fine Custom and Market Hotises, Post Office^ 
and manv beautiful church edifices. On 2d and Potomac sts. 
is the Public School, 79x97 ft.', built 1874, of Potomac Seneca 
stone, brick, and iron ; has 3 stories, basement, and IM^nsard, 
was desiofned by Adolf Cluss, and cost 870,000. 

The building contains 8 school-rooms, a room for the Linthicum Institutt and the 
Ptabtdy Library^ and a Hall capable of seating 900 persons. The Linthicum Insti- 
tute was founded in 1872 by Edward Linthicum, a retired hardware merchant of 
Georgetown, deceased 187Z, who by will IcA $50,000 for the education of poor 
white boys. The Peabody Library fund^ 3zz,ooo, was jone of the nuiferwu bene- 
factions of the American philanthropist and millionaire George Peabody. 

At the foot of the hill is the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 

The Potomac Company, chartered by Maryland in 1784, completed a canal before 
iSooaround the Little and Great Falls These e^orts were followed by the ehauter, 
by Congress, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, of the present enterprise. 
Work was commenced in iSz8. The object was the connection of tide-i»ateron the 
Potomac with the head of navigation on the Ohio, a distance of 360 m. In 1841 
the canal was opened lo Cumberland, i8z m , at a cost of $i3,ocx>,ooo, of which 
Maryland subscribed $5,000,000, the United States $1,000,000, Washington, i,ooo,- 
000, and Georgetown, Alexandria, and Virginia, each, $Z50,ooo. Cumberland re- 
mains the terminus. The execution of the enterprise was a work of great difficulty. 
There are 75 locks of 100 ft. in length, 15 ft. in width, and averaging 8 ft. lift; ii 
aqueducts crossing the Monocacy river, consisting of 7 arches of 54 ft span \ also 190 
culverts of various dimensions, some sufficiently spacious to admit of the passage of 
wagons. The canal is fed by a number of dams across the Potomac, varying from 
500 to 800 ft. in length, and from 4 to zo ft. elevation. The breadth of the canal is 
60 ft. for the first 60 m. above Georgetown, and for the remaining distance to Cum- 
berland 50 ft., with a uniform depth of 6 ft. The entire lift is about 600 ft The 
aqueducts, locks, and culverts are constructed of stone ioid in hydraulic cement. 
The tunnel through the *'*' Pawpaw Ridge'* is 3,118 ft. in length and 24 ft. in diam- 
eter, with an elevation of 17 ft. clear of the surface of the water. The canal con- 
nects with Rock creek. From this point a canal, now out of use or filled, extended 
across Washington to the Anacostia. The canal to Cumberland opena the im- 
mensely valuable and rich coal sections of western Maryland and West Virginia. 
The unfinished portion of the canal trom Cumberland to Pittsburg is 178 m. 

The Alexandria Canal, incorporated by Ct>nn;ress in 1830, 
crosses the Potomac on a fine Aqueduct l^iOi^ ft. louj* and 36 
ft. above liigh water. The piers are embedded 17 ft. in the 
bottom of the river, and are capable of ivsisting the immense 
wei<2:ht of ice thrown against them by tlie current of the river 
in winter. 
A very interesting feature ol t\\<i cvty ace the coal wJiarves^ 






.NGTON HOUSE AND NATIONAL CBMETBRY. 1 

e the coat is transhipped into eohoonera tor transpor^^" 
tiOD to the ports 01) tlie Atlanbic seaboard. Qeorgetoira la 
one of the latest ehad and heiTiiix markets in the United 
States. Th(j nrniniifacturiiig inteifsts o( the city are small. 

At the E. enil of Bridge st. ia Rock-creelc Bridge, conneot- 
inff tlie two cities. 

E«na of cui-lroa plpi,4ftjntcni>l diimclci, (nd iVj In in IbidiacH. TIh 
■jch UnppDnedfMiinasiiveibatmeiiUDfunilitonE. Tho pipei cunvejr (Ke waler 
DftbcAqucduct acTfMi thcilrum,and4t Itit »nie l3mc cany atlrttl idjilJ mid horn 

Analostau, or Uason's Island, the lartiie tract in the Potomac 
river, opposite Georgetown, cont^ns 70 a., and was the i-ea- 
Ideiice of Gen. Jr>!m Mason, commi^ssary general ol prisoners 
inthdvarot 1812. 

leclod ^rounila were also beautifully adoniod, A cuiiewiy an the VlrjinEa lide ind 
feny.buAE flam Gcoreclown la Tonncr llmci alforded communiralioil with th« bain 
land. Jamei M. Muon. C°a'alenie Comoinigner id Bdispe, »ii bom on the iiliad. 

Arlington House and Hational Oemeterrr— (t/pen in fi»fl- 
0T3 tvery day.) Arliugtou Iloixse, from 1802, was the i-esi- 
denceoit Geoi^Waabliigton Parke CuBtis, the adopted Mnol 
Gen. Wosiiinjifton, am) lu late years at Gi'n. Robert E. I^e, 
till 1801. It Is on the Virginia shore ol the Potomac, on the 
Bnaimttofaliil1,20Qtt.abovi the river. It is about 4 m. from 
the Capitol, anil about 1 m. £rora Gi^orgetown, across the 
Aqueduct bridge. The view of Washliifffon Is without a rival. 
The center bunding, GO ft., and two nings, each 40 ft., givtib 
a frontage of 140 ft. In front is a portico GO It. long and 
as ft. deep. Tlie pediment rests on 8 dorio columns (0 in 
front) 5 ft. in diameter and 28 ft. bl.i^h, built of brich. stuc- 
coed. The design was fi-om drawings of the temple at Pae*- 
tnm, near Naples. On the S. mi' Die jr-.i-rdoii-i ^tiul conserva- 
tory. In the rear are ihe kit I-'''- i r. mil ■ . .i ,] i.iMcs, 



Cbilhim, by Copclf. and o( Napici. i . -. i Dy 

Wslfe. preienltd lo Washingmn by Wen-, the Mount Vefoon pljie, hcning ihc 

la>t.« December 14, 1799; chiaa biilnglhii names oFihe roici of ihc dIJ Confcd- 

01 oriffinal pidiirts of Waahinifton there were four at Ar- 
lington. The earliest was by Charles Wilson Peole, palnt«d 
In 1772, represented t^e Kut^ect as a provincial colonel ; the 
second by Hondon, taken after the Bi-volntlon ; tlie. tWotA., 
by Madame de Brieniie. heads ol ^■aaXto^kWa. ■»»*■ "^-"^ 
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iayette, date about the same as Houdon, and the fourth, i^ 
profile likeness in crayon, by Sharpless, in 1796. Of othec 
originals is the equestrian picture by Trumbull, in 1790, m 
the City Hall, N. Y., and a crayon by Mi\ Williams, from' 
sittings in 1794, lost. There are three originals by Stuai-t,' 
the head, a masterpiece, and bust, from which many copies 
liave been made, tlie full length for the Marquis of Lans- 
downc, and one for Mrs. Washington. Ceracci, the sculptory 
about 1794, executed two busts in marble, one of Washington 
and the other of Hamilton. In 1795 both the elder and the 
younger Peale had sittings. 

Arlington House in its halcyon days was famed for its 
hospitality. Tlie last proprietor, Gren. Lee, came in posses- 
sion tlu'ougli his wife, vvlio was the daughter of ^Ir. Custis. 
Having gone over to tlie rebellion against the National Govern- 
ment, and become its military chieftain, the estate, upwards 
of 1,000 a., was abandoned. In 1863 it w^as sold under the 
conliscation act, and in 1864 was taken possession of by the 
National Government. About 200 a. were set apait as a 
Nalional Cemetery for the interment of deceased soldiers of 
the army. The Cemetery was formally established in 1867. 
In the rear and 1. of the mansion is an amphitheatre^ capable 
of accommodating 5,000 persons, erected in 1873, and designed 
for use in the annual ceremonies observed on decoration day. 

The grounds were laid out with special i-eference to th^ 
pui-poses in view. The bodies of nearly 16,000 soldici*s, from 
many a battle-field in Virginia and the hospitals at the capital, 
here find a fitting resting place. The W. Cemetery is devoted 
to white, and the N. to colored troops. A sliort distance S. 
of mansion is a granite sarcophagus, surmounted by cannon 
and balls, in 1866 placed over the grave of 2,111 unknown 
soldiers gathered after the war from the fields of Bull Run 
and the route to the Rappahannock. The carriage entrance 
is on the SE., through a freestone gateway of composite 
order, erected in 1873. On the frieze are suitable inscrip^ 
tions, and over the arch "Here rest 15,585 of the 315,558 
citizens who died in defence of our country from 1861 to 
1865." On the 1. of the road leading from the main gater 
way towards the river is the once-famous Custis spring^ 
In 1850 it was visited from the capital by thousands of re8l»- 
dents and strangers. The forest which sheltered its limpid 
waters was felled for the uses of the army during the re^ 
hellion. 

Fort Whipple, reached by the road to the r. soon after 
crossing the Georgetown Aqueduct, lies a short distance NW "• 
ol Arlington House. It is now a station for the instractiou 
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ol offltnTs and men In army signalling. It was built during 
the rebellion, and ooostitiited portion of the defenses cover- 
ing the Aqueditet and Long Bridge, and tlio intermediate- 
Heiglit^i of Arlin^n. Then it mounted G 12-11). Nupoleoa 
guuB and 4 12-lb. liowitzei^. 

The Aquaduot and Great Palls of the Potomao.— One of 
the most interesting exciirsionaont of Wii5liliif;t0fi Is the drive 
by the Aqueduct to the Great Palis of thii Potomac. 




L 



Entering &eorge- 

THB GHRAT FALLS Op THE POTOMAC. tOWU frOID PenilHyl- 

vania av. the Aqne- 
duct may be reached by Bridge and Fayette sts., and new 
road to the Distributing Beaei-ooir, a distance of 3 m. 

TliimeriiirfmceDrihcr.itn,ilrii )) *< aipiu:liy, ■;o,aDa,atKi|^lli, ai ilcpili ol 

From iKit palnc IbB ttiKr ii cirriml bj" Iron niiliu inio ibe dly. [5« If Mir Su/- 
'?'^"^' '^'" a''™!?'!^' IcrininjIM jlere. tbi inflncnc pllc-boa<E naniUill on 

Thp .ijuerfHc* consists of !i i-\liii'lrii'.il r lUMliiii, of 9 ft. in- 
ternal diameter, constnicK'il ot -ixiir- iiimI \,vn-]i, Uid ill liy- 
draniio cement, and covert'd liv an I'lnij^mkini'iit 'n ^iriiuelrd 
through tliB hilLsand is cjirrii'il ihth.- i|i.' ituMnn hy means 
of magnHlcent bridges, and lias a fail of UJ in. to the m. Tiie 
capacity of tlie conduit-, full, U SQ OOD.OOO jralls. every 24 hr§. 
The pi'escnt mains carry offSO.OOO.lOO galls. ; the oonsiimp- 
tion, however, is bnt 17, 000, 000. 

From the Distributing Reservoir is a beautiful flrive, t m. 
on the embankment o( the Aquedoct, to Becewmg Reawwn*- 
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The iMiitry Oil il 
■Hi At Ultli fiUM. 
bukmiml 6l ft. Mth 



PawBi^^ 



f^l-f flr»r«lr, 1 nilDnJ Hulii, fennM br n ■»- 
<i<rdcr-MlU CfHk, reuiu (be witet wlihlo iBe n 

, int 3. FIKi. H CDnanii iilciidi >rDund tie S. tiit. cunDMing tKc Aquedgcl 




Ihc fillt lliB leenery bcrama ciccolinsl)' piciurcsquc. The river It dlirided law 
nro cbanTieli bv Cupid's Bower anil Beir lilundi, tbs latter the upper. At Ihc HUl 
the ri»cr 1< again fortnird Into i»o cbinncli by Conn's ind Gnai FjII. iitanii, thi 

nslon. will be ellended IS the VlrEinii ilde. Theaoremment owni lU irale^ 
— '- —'--fibe river ii i.,i^,aig,(ii gilli. ionbn. At Ibli puni iks 

in width, and bounilei! on the Virginia ride by petpendlcitfii 
The water falli over a series of caacadei, mikinr a deirutoria 
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nivrru, i6 m. ; lunneU, li, the ion^MI l,4i8 ft. Tolal, 6,651 fl- Brfdgci 6, vli, 

Kalorama.— The resUi-iicuol Joul Biirlow, 1805-'II, author, 
poKt, politician, and Jiplomat, wlio dipJ in Polaiiil, 1812, 
Staiids on tlie brow of a beaiilifiil liill, NW. nt Wutiliin^on 
and ni'Hi' th^ Metropolitan korge railwai/, Gi.-oi;<!;(?town bniiich, 
at tbi- P St. bridge over Koclt Creek. 

About 5 mill, walk from the W. end of the P street bridge. 
Is a I'tnall brick vaitU, boloiii^ii;; totiie Kuloiiinia estate. 

In iKe viuli ue ibE lemiiH of Jadiih Bildwln, wire of Joel Bidov, died lEll, 
Henry BAldwln, of PenniyJvBiiri, an UBOclua jiutke af the Supreme Conn of [he 
Unhed fium, died 1844-, Abnhim Baldwia.» a Senaror Irom C^tDrgia, died lSa7-, 
ud George Bomford, Colond of U. S. Oidnance Ciii|ii, died 1S48. TIii Iwdy dF 
CoRtmirdoie DecaTur wai ibg iilicEd here. Mar, 14, i8ui, two diyi lAer bii rilal 
duel In 1B46 Oecilut'i rcnaJni were rcnoted u SI. Peter i eiiatch burial trauBd, 

Mflridiui Hill.— N. of the dty, at the tertniiitis of IGth st. 
V/.. so iiiiined a^ beln^ on the meridian of the Dlstrlctot Co- 
Inmblii, indicated by the meridian stone, eetabliitbcd imme- 
diatety W. of the National Washington Monument, It was 
formerly the residenco o( Commodore Porter. A village is 
now firowinjt upon its commanding sit«. 

1 UniTBit 

le city ; 6 

14tli Et. horse railway ; was Incorporated as a colles;e in IB21, 
besan 1822. a university 1873. (For Medical and Law Ve- 
partraenU, see page 201. 

Tbe Pteildenl lad Chief Juitiie of Ihe Vniled Slalu m hanmiri memben or 
■banoard of Tnuleei and Oieneen. Tbe regular coune of Americati unilcialllel, 
dHda] add Klentifii:, ii ougbl. The avtragt number of itudenu, iDFlndlng Ibe 

Howard UnivarBilj. — (Opoi to visitors.) Occupies a eon- 
ppicuous sile N. of tiie I'ity on the r. of tbe Tth St. roud and 
may be readied by hor^e cars from the N. lermlnns of 7Ui 
and Otb sts. Iiorse railways. It was incorporated in 1867 for 
the ediieatloii of youth, without reference to sex otcoVM- ""ft^a 
pupils, however, ni-e almost uxolusVvt^Vv coXove^. 
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Oapitol Spring,— To the NE. of Hip Howard Univei'sity Is. 
Sinitn's Spring:, the Wiiteraot wliicli were eondiictert in pipes 
to Mie Capitol in 1830. (Sec Ca/iilol Groutidn.) 

Wajlond Senmiary.— (Open lo visilora.) Occupies a com- 
mandiiig position N, of thocityon Meridian Hill, about lOmin. 
walk N. W. ti-om the N. terminus of the 14th Et. horse rail- 
way. 




&o\ii^ "Rome, (jjrounds open every day, excq)tSiMdai/,)'U^ 
about 3 m. N. of the Capitol. It la one ol the most attractive 
drives aromiil the city. It may be reached by pedeBtriaiiB 
from the " toU-ii;^te " on tlie 7th-3t. road, which point la ac- 
cessible by the tth-st. and Silver Spring horse cara; the latter 
beiiiff a continuation of the former, thonsh a separate line. 

The original site ooiiEiaCei! of about 200 a., rince ex- 
tended to BOO a. by purchases, incJudius Harewood, the seat 
of W. W, Corcomu. Tlie grounds are laid out In meadows, 
lak-p^, and 7 m. of Ijeautifid drives. The main building, the 
doimltory, is of marble, Normaw \n design, and i 
SOO ft. front. In the rear ia a vjms ot M 
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room. On "he lawn are a flag-ataff and caiiuon. On tbo 
£, ol tbe main building is an ailditionnl tlormiCoryi the sta- 
bles, conservatory, and Ii-iiirgai'tlen, On Iba W. is the RiggB 
homestead, uow tne 
hospital, and ncai' by 
the quarters of the 
^vernor and officers 
of the institution. S. 
of this is the snr- 
ffi'on's i¥!ldence. 
SE.oltheraainl)idkl- 
Ligisabeiiutifid Sen- 
eca stone chapel, fin- 
ished in 1871, and 
gardener's lodge. In 
tliu distance S. is the 
new hospital, a com- 
modlons brick struo- 
tnrc, and the bnikl- 
ings close by are used 
by the fiimier. The 
Home was lirst open- 
ed in 1851, aud has 
Rccommodations tor 400 inmntes. The soldiers ke.p the 
roads in order and perform police dnty. The nomu was the 
favorite snmmer residence of Presidents Pierce, Bnchanau, 
and Lincoln. 

On the brow of the hill, J m.W. of S. of the main building, 
raised on a granite pedestal, and facing ths Capital, stan(U 
a statiie of Qeaeral Wirijietd Scott, at the time of his conijuest 
of Mexieo. by Lnnnt Thompi9on. 1873, bronze, 10 ft. high, 
cast by It. Woods & Co.. PliUadelphia. Peiina. Cost 818,000. 
Erected In 1874 by the Home. Throngh General Seolt the 
Home was founder). From the site may be had an excellent 
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fluin or SaliliFn' Home. Tbll flind wu iucicucd b* 
, . 4 tgnliuE KldLcn, Rhd ■ lu ori; now iicu.i rnanik 

an each private laldier of (he regiUv vmy. The Haute wu for Xbc benefit of (be 
tcfuLin and tulunlKfii wtio itrved lo Mrxlco, and now 1> fat the privaiei of the 
regular annjr, thejr alone contrihallnE far iu tuppon. PeiuJaneFi tkirreadef their 

Qravo of MiyoT Peter Charles L'Enfiint, the designer of the 
plan of W.ashington, at Green Hill, the country se.it of 
George W. Riggs, on the early manor of ChUlani Castle, 
now Prince Gt'orge's county, M-iryland, Is alwnt 7 m. NB. 
of Washington. Thegmveis in tlieganleii,thjibTOc\?\^?ww«!i. 
of the Dixies family, the pre%-\oMa pTOvrwAwro, "S^^a^s»^» 
have been removed. The grave te -wVttiouX. vi. m.■K■«^a. «ucft 
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Major L'Enfant was born in France about 1765. He was a 
subordinate officer in the French service. In 1778 he was 
made a captain of enp^neers in the Contuiental arra3% His 
gallantry and ability, displayed especially at Savannah, at- 
ti*acted the attention of Washington. In 1783 he was pro- 
moted to major. In March, 1791, he was ordered to George- 
town to join Mr.EUicott, the chief surveyor, with instructions 
*'to draw the site of the federal town and buildings." Not 
sharing in the practical views of the commissioners, who 
desired copies of his plan for circulation, as an inducement 
to purchasers of lots, a controvei-sy sprung up, which was 
aggravated by some high-handed measures, chiefly an attempt 
to demolish the residence of Mr. Carroll, one of the commis- 
sioners, which interfered with the execution of his plan on 
the ground. Those resulted in his dismissal, after a brief 
service of one .year. In 1794 he was employed on Fort Mif- 
flin, below Philadelphia. It is said he was offered, in 1812, 
a professorship of engineers at West Point. The last days 
of his life were spent around Washington. He found a home 
on the farm of Mr. Digges, and died in the summer of 1825, 
at the advanced age of 70 years. His remains still moulder 
beneath the sod where the kind hand of charity laid them. 

Eock-Oreek Ohuroh and Oemetery.—( C/mrcA services^ Epis- 
copal^ every Sabbath a^ 11 a. rw., and Cemetery open every aay^ 
except Sunday.) — The cemetery lies contiguous to the Sol- 
diers' Home on the X., and is easy of access from the horse 
cars on the 7th-st. i-oad. It comprises about one-half of the 
glebe, 100 a., the gift of John Bradford, about 1719. The 
church, whicli lies on the W., properly St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church, Kock-creek Parish, was erected in 1719, i*ebuilt in 
1775, and remodeled in 1868. The bricks were imported from 
England. The main walls are the same as erected in 1719. 
The bible used is an Oxford edition of 1727. Immediately 
around the church are a number of old graves, marked by 
rude stones, and over them stands a venerable oak, the out- 
spreading branches of which cover an area of 126 ft. in diam- 
eter. The oldest monuments are E. of the church, of the 
Gramphin family, 1775. In this cemetery is the grave of Pe- 
ter Force, with a fine monument. 

National Military Cemetery, {open from sunrise to sunsets) 
lies N. of and adjoins the Soldiers' Home, and E. of Rock- 
Creek Cemetery. It was established in 1861, and contams 
5,424 interments : known 6145, unknown 279, and Confeder- 
ates 271. There are a fine keeper's lodge and conservatory. 
Adjoining^ on the N., is the Cemetery of the Soldiers' Home. 



aienwood Oemeteiy, (open every day except Sunday,) H 
m. N. of Ihe Capitol, is situated at the head of Lincoln av., 
reached from tlie Columbia gU-raUviay at N. Capitol at., d is- 
tiiriPB 1 m. It was incorporated in 1854, and contains 90a. 
The groimda are beautifully laid out in drivea and walka. 
The public vault is a fine structure. Aoior ^eiiilull, 
Postmii8ler General 1835-'40 ia bnried here. Outaide the 
gateway are Prospect Silt Cemetery, 17 a., iiicorporated in 
I860, St. Mary't (Pmoan Catholic) Burying Ground, 3 a. 

Sladensbnrg, a poat-village of Prince Gponte'a co., Md., 
lies 6 m. N. E. of WaHhington, on the Baltimore railroad 
and turnpike. It was founded about 1750. and named 
after Martin Blanden, one of the Lords' CommianionerB of 
Trade and Flantaiions. Before the Revolution it was a 

flace of some commercial and agrit^uUural importance, 
n those days the Anacoatia, u]wn which it standa, ad- 
mitte<l of navi^tion to the town. Over the Htream was 
the bridge, and W. the field of the disastrous battle of Au- 
gust 24, 1814, which opened VVashington to the enemy, 
niid gave the name of Bludensburg a place in history. On 
the open ground was the position bravely defended by 
Commodore Barney and his gallant soldiers and marines. 

About I m. S. E. of ibe viUasc, an ihe lurnplke, wu tbc natoriau! " dueJUng 
ctonnd." The Oistrlci line mat Itarnueh Ihe vsIIfv, ibiu tnnbllng poitia 
^"1 IhE DuHnct and VlTKinla to pasl inia Maryknd. The m<»< |>sinfLil uf 
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Nar BJidemburc a sh»I dlnunce rroDI Ihe nirnpike. itaed Ihe EiDllly mu- 
sion af GcDigc CalKn, Ihe Hncil dsmndanL of Ihe BttroD of Baltimaie. 

Oolmnbia Inatdtution for the Deaf and Dumb and 
National Deaf-Unte College, {opm every day except S^m- 
d.,y,] entrance at N. end i.f 7th st. E., afeo W. end M st. 
N. ; 10 niinuTes from Columbia horEcR.R. Thegrounds, 
known an "Kendall Green," were pirevioiisly the home 
of Ames Kendall. Poatmaater General of the United Statea 
183S-'40. The first portion occupied was but a few acres 
and a small building, presented by Mr. Kendall. Sub- 
sequently, 25 acres were purchased, and in 1872 the entire 
estate of 100 acres. The grounda and b .ildinge were 
vested in Ihe United Slates as trustee. 




The main ceiitnil building, dedicnted iu 1871, was tbe gift 
ol the Gowrnmeiit. It ia a, fine Bpeclmeti or tlie pointed 
Grotlitc architecture of the 14tli oeuturj. It ia 210 by 7Q ft., 
nnd is titocd on all Bides wiili Connecticut brown-etonc, in- 
terspersed with conrses of wliite Ohio aandRtoiie, niid cov- 
ercd with I'Oofs of red and blue slate, laid in psttei'us and 

The main entrance is under !i recessed porch, formed by 
thi-ue pointed arches of alternate brown aiul while eandslone 
blocks, supported by double sets of ilwaii columns ol biglily 
pollalied Stiotcli gninito, witii brown-stone bases and carved 
wliite sandstone capitals. This poixih is paved vith whit« 
and black nuirble tiles, and surmounted by an ansular pedi- 
incnt containhij; a carved half-relief figure of iTie Ameri- 
can eagle, with the stars and sti'ipes on the shield over its 
breast. 

From this porch leads a. small vestibnle at cither end into 
the main hall, or chaiwl, a. room 56 ft. siinare and 38 ft. Iiigli, 
with a paneled ceiling- of li^ht and dark colored wood, with 
iNas.°!ve bi'ackets, cornice, and pinel mouldin;re, the walls be- 
ing frescoed in ileliciite tints in plahi panels. The walls, to 
about H ft. from tlie floor, are protected by a paneled WidO' 
scot, piunti^d in strong party colors, with tlie pidplt, platfonD, 
and fi-onC. and foidiii[;-doors to match. The iimm is lighted 
by ten large staincd-^ass windows. 

Adjoining on the £., and separated from the chapel by 
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ol 27 ft. spun, spi'hi 
capiCuls. Tlie Icct 
a raised floor. 

The remainder of the E. win^ on this floor is occupied by 
a luige diiilug-haU, or refeetoi-y, lor the pupils of the pi'hnary 
di<pai-Lmcat, wltli Its coi-rldorii and stains ; aud with idtcbeDB, 
bakery, imd stoce-raoms in the basement below, and lai^ 
doimitoriea iu the attic aboia. 

Tht! W. winj; contains a large dining-hall lor Che etudents 
ol the college, wit ii its pantries and stoi'c-rooms. In the hall 
of this wing a stau-way affords access to the tower. Li the 
buscmeiit under this wlnj^ is an extensive laundry, steam- 
drying room?, aud sCore-rooma, while the basement under 
the cliapcl contains tbe fuel and boiler rooms. 

In the chapel 13 a tine plaster cast of AbMdel'Bpfe, taken 
trom ids tomb in tlie old cliiirctk of Saint Roch. Paris ; also 
one of Aliba Sicard. The former, about the year 1760, de- i 
veloped and applied tliu system of communication for deaf 
mutes by meant! of natural Gigns. Abb€ Sicard subsequently 
pcrfi^ctcd tlie system. There is also a poitrait of the Rev, 
Thomas 11. Galiiiudet, formerly principal of the American 
Asyinm at Uartfoitl, Connecticut. Tliat gentleman was sent 
abi-oad to acquire the syst^'m of instruction by natural signs. 
He cliose the French system, now in use by the Institution 
aud College, and also geuci-ally throughout the United States. 
The E. building is occupied by the ptimary department, 
and contains several scliool rooms, chnpet. library, reception 
parlor, private rooms of lustructors, and dormit<iry for bovs, 
and another in a remote pait of the building for girls. I'he 
W. building is used by the Colle^. In the i-wir and W. ol 
tbe mnlu central buUdlng Is the finished wing of a dormitury 
tor College etudeuts, I'he value of the property Is &350,000, 

Mount Olivet Oemetery (open every day) lips on the 1. ol 
the Columbia turnpilce, J m. N. of the E. tcnninus.ol tlie 
Coliimbli horse railiea;/. It compHses 70 a. It was iucor- 
IKjratcd in 180*2, in the names of the parish priests of the 
iourHomauCatlioiicehuTOheedf Washington, The grounds 
Ai-e well laid out, and sliaded with oak and ever^ena. 
Fatlicr Matthews, one of the earliest priests wlio arrived in 
tlic city after its occupation by the Government, is biu'ied 
hci'e, ulM) Lieut. Col. Guresche, A. A. G. to Gcueinl Itose- 
ci-.iuz. killed at llurlreesboro, 1863; Mra, Surratt, executed 
for complicity iu tiw assassination of President Lincoln ; and 
Wii'Z, the keeper of the Andereouville prison pen for na- 
tional soldicra during the rebellion, 18CI-'05, and exeoiitwl 
in Wasliington at its dose. The enttawia «i "Ooa Bjscosiwsci . 
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limits of the city, a 
of the Coliimbia horse railviay. Tlie cemetery was opened 
ia 1ST3. and comprises atwut 40 a. 

Befonn Sobool of the District of Columbia oceupiea a com- 
maniling $itc on the S. side of the Wai^hingtoD and Baltimore 
turnpike, 2 m. from the E. tenninus of the Columbia horse 
raihcay. The school, which i^ tor boys only, was established 
by Congress in 166li, and Is under the supervision of thft 
Department of Justice. It was first located on tlie Govevn- 
meiit farm, on the Aqueduct road, 4 m. above Geor);etawn, 
but owing to the unUealthinesa of tliat section was, in 18T1, 
removed to its present situation. The farm compriscB liiO a. 
The buUdiugs stand on Lincoln^s Hill, so-called from the 
fort of tiiaC name in the defenses of Washington during the 
rebellion, and which crowned the hill. They are 2w ft. 
above the Anacostia, which runs in the rear, and command 
aviewof fourralli'oads, portions of Wa&hingtou, theKational 
Insane Asylum, the Soldiers' Home, Bladensburg, the Maty- 
land State Agricultural School, and a vast sweep of counti? 
into Maryland and Virginia. 

The main building is occupied by the superintendent, 
boya' dhiing room, cliapel, library, and reflecting room. The 
reception room for strangers is on the 1. of the main entrance. 
On either aide of tlie mam builduig are two detached winga, 
occupied by the assistants, and as school and dormitories. 
Tlie boys divide their time l^n the school and shops. The 
boys are kept till reformed or their majoriliy. The buildings 
and grounds will bo greatly impi'oved. 

Zoological SooietT was incorporated in 1870, with authority 
to import animals free of duty, and grautiug the free use of 
water from the Aqueduct. The site secured for the purpose 
comprises 20 a„ lies about \ m. SE. of the E- termhius of 
tlie Columbia horse railviay, and extends to the Anoeostia. 
On the ground is Gibson's spring, which will be converted 
into flsli ponds. During the rebellion, 183I-'35, a pipe from 
this spiing supplied the cavah^y anil infantry camps estab- 
lished in the adjacent valley aud on the neiglilKtring liills. 

Govemmeiit Hospital for the Insane, (eisiilng days, Wednea- 
'■a^s, Jroia 2 to 6 p. m.) Th\a inatitution, on the S. bank ol 



Uie Aiiacostla, is accessible from the Navy-yard tenniaiu of 
the Pennsylvania av. street eari, itcross the biitlge at the fuot 
of IILU at. E., and by-the lii^i road asc^Qdluj];' the liil) towards 
the r., which posses the ^tc. The village at thu S. i-'nd of 
the bridge la Itnown aa O/ii'oTi/oiDn. Tiie distaiioe from tijo 
honte cars to tho Asylum is about 2 m. The luMitutioii is 
tor the use of the iinny and navy and District of Columbia, 
and embraces indigent and independent patients, T)l<^ gen- 
eral supervision is under the Secrctaiy of the Interior, and 
it is supported \ty the National Government. Thi- liome 
tract, 185 a., is inclosed by a wall ft, iilgli. Suliseiinent 
additions, however, have increased the estate to 419 a,, nliich 
is cultivated for the beneHt of the institution, and which fur- 
nishes occupation for many of tlie patients. The commodious 
Btructiire is o( brick, occupies the crest of the range of hills 
overlooking the mouth of the Anacostia, and consists o( a 
centre, with connecting ranges and receding wings, with 
buttresses, iron window hoods, and an embattled parapet. 
The centre is fout stories, and the wings three and four 
stories. The buildins: Is 75D It. loug. Tliere are accommo- 
dations for 5.i0 patients, thougli the numbpr gencr.illy es- 
eeeds 600. The W. wing is devoted to males and the E. to 
females. The centra contains the resideuce of the superin- 
tendent and staflT offlcera, dispensary, and cliapel. There 
are six billiard tables for patients. In the basement nre the 
kitchen, store-rooms. &a. There are two buildings In the 
rear for colored patients; also gas works, machine shops, 
barn, and stables. The institution was opened In 1855. 
Trior to tliat time the iusaue under thu e^re of the Govern- 
ment were sent to Baltimore. 

Alexandria. — This city, orixiJially callo<l Bellli a ven, stands 
in Virginia, on the r. bank of the Potomac river, at the con- 
fluence of that stream au'1 Hunting Creelc, 7 m. S. of Wash- 
iugton. The boats of the Washington and Alexandria terry, 
from the foot of 7th street W., 'readied by horse cars, run 
every hour from Q a. m. to 7 p. m., on Sunday from a. m. 
Single fare 15 eta., round trip 25 cts. The steam cars leave 
at the same intervals from G a. m. to 8 p. m. from tiit^ depot 
on 6th St., S, of Pennsylvania av. The city is pictuiesiiiiely 
situated on the side of a range of low hills, and is surrounded 
by a fi-rtiie and well-«ultivated country. The town waa 
founded hi 1748. In 175d five colonial governors met liere In 
conni-etlon wiili Braddock's espedltion, whicli rtartcd here. 
lu tlie early colonial days it tvas the I'ivul ot BaitlniDi-e in 
commerce, but superior advantages and other facllltiH.i «s^ 
tractive of trade soon advanced the nveVcQ^^a o1 ''3i».x-5S»»&. 
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^CTond the mccessful rivalry of the quaUit Tlr^nfa t( 
the Potomac. 
DuHiig the Revolution it was it pohit of great strategic ini' 

EOitancc. The British General Gage, in I77G, from Pitts- 
urg, in co-operation with Earl Dimniore's fleet trom the 
sea, planncO an attack on the town, de^iufning, by hoIdlnjF 
this position, to cut off communicallon between the N. anil , 
8. armies. The espwlition, liowuver, was not carried out. i 
Wasiiiiigton alwn3'» took a great iiiteres't in the welfare <^ 
the place. Among otiier evidences of this afTcetlon he be- 
qiK-athcd £1,000 for the henelit of a free neliool liere. 

During the invasion of the British, on Ang. 2S, 1814, after 
Fort Warbiirton, (Wasbin^n,) below, had been blown up 
and ahandoDcil without firnigagiin, the town ^iirren tiered to 
tlte British sqiiarlron. Five ilays afti'r the enemy's vcsaels- 
left with 16,000 bbls. of flonr, 1,000 hiitiB, of tobacco, ftad 
other property, Including 3 ships and some rlvei- cntft. 

The city and county were inclndwl hi the ori;iinnl Burvey 
of the Disti'Ict of Colnmbia. but in ISia, with all ifial part 
on the W. side of tbe Potomac, was reti-oceded to Vii^iila. 

About 1 m. BE. of tlic c{ty, on the point ol a ?maU pen- 
insula formetl by the junction of Htniting cn-ek tiiid t*» 
Potomac, is the initial point of the oiigiual boundaries of the 
District of Columbia. 

In the conrt of the ItanHJon House, on Fairfax St., is aji oM 
Structure known as Washinrjlmi's Headqiitaiers, having been 
occupii'd, it is Slid, bv liie GeneriU when In Alexaiidrin. At 
the iin.'.-.ii,.i; ..!■ W.i-lnii^-tnn and Cameron m. is C7im( 

Ep!'--.' ■ i-nri^d in 1705 and finished in 1773, 

bnili . ■ .1 fiDTii Eiidivnil. Till! iiiti^rlor has 

been II !■ ■^ II ■! ■ r ill' >i;ii--; tiioiia:h home of the wood-work 
about ll»- i;iiiiiii il isulii. Till! principal hitere.-t ia associated 
with the facL that ^Vasliington was a memb<>r of theT<¥trf of 
thifl church. His pew wast No. d9, on the I. of tlie I. aisle. A 
little back Is pew No. 40, used by Bobeit E. I-oe, GenemI iA 
the Confeflerate foi'ces, who came here fi-om ArlinKtoR W 
worship. Shirhle tablets on the 1. and r. of the chancel liave 
been placed bi the walls to the tr memory. In th^' ehnrch- 
yai'il the oldest tombstone is 1771. Tliecity hall, market- 
house, and maflonie hull occupy a fine buiUlinfr. Near the 
eltv Is a National Cemeteri/, which contains Ihe ivnialns of 
3,03.5 soldiers of the I'ehellion. 

A branch of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal coiniecte the 
city with Georgetown. The river In front is Im. wide. The 
shipping of 'the place amounts to about 182 vessels; sail, 
stettm. anil unrigged, 8,210 tons. The pi^nclpal exports are 
toftacco, corn, anil coal. It aVsoV\aiiva.UwKi.'l communication 
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with tl— N. Rnd S. A new line, to connect with the Balti- 
more atnl Ohio Railroail at BtadcnKbtic^, Is now being built, 
and will cross the Potomac at this point. The population Is 
13,570. 

Uoimt Vernon, tleamer daUy, exc^t Suiiday, at 10 a. m,, 
Irom the fool of 7tli wt. W., n-aclied 
by liora<'<iara, fare Sl.oQtonud trip, 
toiacludeulmisdlon totlit^groiinils. 
Distance, IBm, Ret'im4 o, m. 

Leaving the whiirf, tlio boat nnia 
close to tiie shore, nnd along The 
Ar^eniil groumls. at tlic loot of 
whicii the AniLCOStlu enters tlie Po- 
tomae. The viilagp on the r. U 
LIniontowii, anil ou the liill is the 
National In&ine Asylnn). On tlie 
I. l9 the Navy Yaril. On the S. 
pointof the riverisGiesboro'. Dnr- 
ing the rebellion a liiiw! nnmber of 
cdvalry liorses were b(!pt here for 
the KUpply of the army. During a 
stampede on ouc occitsion o\-er 1000 
wert' drowned in the river. The 
steamer now directs her course to- 
ivards Alexandria, m. below. Al- 
ter leavhig Alesandiiji, this Hteikmer 
passes Jones's pohit on the r. A 
li^thonsti stands on tlie point at 
the location otthetniYiWftoneoIthe 
boinidaries of the Dlsti-ict, planted 
The lines extend NE. anil NW. Hunting creek 
The BteamL-r nest touciiea at 
1 the Marj'land stliore. Broad 
, landing is at Fori Was/iUfflon, 
n old woik. mounting guns In 
' opposite the 




in 17D1 
here entLTs the Potomac. 
Fori Footn, an enrtliwo:k i 
creek enters below. The nc; 

on thu same side. This is 
casemate and hitr 



OrO. view of tlii' iioiii" t>! \\\wliin;;(.>n iniiv be had. The 
road from thi^ ivh^irf lr:i<U \i, iiif r,:iiii ttitliin wliich Is the 

mai'bliiSOrcoph:i';ii'iiTi,]i;iiiiiir; ili,. ri-iniLm-or Geifral Georye 

WanhinfftoH. By ihi- sirli- i.- .iiiuthiT uiili ibi' simple inscrip- 
tion, Martha, the comnri of Wtm/iiiigloii. n-ho died May 21, 
1801, ageil 71 yeara. The "obelUk on the v. approachlu;; Is » 
Bushrod Wae1iing;ton, Associate Justice of the Supivme Court 
of tlie Uuib-d StalPs, a nephew of General Washington, and 
to whom Monnt Venion was iM'quentlied, died 18211. That 
on the I. is to John An^'nsiiiLc WuMliinglon. to wlvawi. >f«s<sa!v 
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mansion. W 



Vi'ruon wjis beqiieatlied by Jiic'^ Busbrod WasWiigt 
1832. Tha path to the r. leads towards the mansii 
the 1. la the vault in whioli Che remiilus of Waaliiti^^n n 
first plai^d. 

The ifaJuion fronts NW., tlie real lookUig toward the lirer. 
,It Is of wood, cut In imitation of atone,, and 90 ft. in length, 
eiinnounted by acupola. The centre was built by Lawrenog 
Washington, brother to the General; the wings were n(I(]ed 
by the General. It is named utter Admiral Veruon, iu whom 
expedition Lawrence Washington served. The lionae and 
gronndB, n., as far as practicable, are as left by Washing- 

Tlie Mount Vet^on Lwliet'' Association of the Union. tnODP- ■ 
pnrated in 1850, purchased the mansion and contiguous ' 
groimdi^. In the hall is the key to 
tho Bastile, presented to Washing- 
tou by Lafayette after the destruD- 
tion of tiiat Frendi prison. 1780. 
In the E. parlor are interesting ■ 
relics of Washington — a dress, 
awon!, spy-glass, water bucketa, 
tripod. In the dining hall an 
portraits of Washington in 1788, a 
copy from Tnimbiiil, and a. copf 
ti'om Stuart, 179a. The mantel 
was carved in Italy and pres4!nt«d. 
In tlilrj room is the great panting 
ol Washington bd'ore Yorldovm, by 
Kembrandt Peale, He is repre- 
sented as accompanied byGeneralR 
Lafayette. Hamilton, Kuox, Un- 
coln, a[td Roclianibcan. and giving 
orders to commence the entrench- 
ments tiefoiv Yorktowii. la the 
W. parlor is an old painting i«pM> 
aeutiiig tile attack on Cartnasma, 
.^dmlml Vernon comma nclioj^ 
1741, and Washington's liolsten 
and camp equipage, also a globe. 
In the sevond atoru, at the head of 
„ „ -oom. Tlie room In which Wask- 

ington died, December 14, 17fif», is at the 3. end of the hUlU- 
ingon tills floor. It is a small apartment. The bed la thai 
on which lie itstcd. There is a fine view of the suiToimd- 
'ng eonntiy from the cupola. On the r. of this maiMiDa 
faein^j die iaivn aiv the servants' hail, ganlencr's Iwlgfl. a 
.noik-yii buililiii^, and the spinnino; and weaving house. 0" 
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the aitinQ side is the garden IilM out by Washington. Oattia 
N. side ai'e conservatories wtiich replaced the old ones con- 
aamed by Are. The niiiis of the oitl Fervaiits' quartera are 
iiPar by. On tlie opposite side of tlie lawn are the family 
kitchen, bittler'a house, Emoke house, and laundry, and in 
the rear of all the stables. On the lawn are aeveral ash and 
and a magnolia tree planted by Washington. 

Defenaes of Waehington.— The inauguration ot actual hos- 
tilities by the bombard nient ot Fort Sumter, April 12, IH, 
1801, warned the National Government ol tbe necessity of 
measures ol protection. One of the flrst thoughts was the 
security of the Nation's Capital. The hastily-impro vised first 
defensive preparations, after some sqiieamibli hesilatiou about 



was necessitated by the pi-osimity of Arlington E&iglitB, trom 
which the enemy'R artillery could shell tliecity. On thenigitt 
of May 23, 1861, the army, in three colnmns, crossed the 
Potomac, one, under Major Wood, by the Geoi^town Aque- 
duct; another, under Mijor (Oeneral) Ilehitzelmnn, by the 
Long BrldM; and the third, nnder Colonel Ellsworth, by 
water tji Alexandria. Fort Corcorau, a teie-ds'pont, was 
commenced before dayllglit, and, with its auxUIaiT works, 
Forts Bennett and Haggeity and rifle trenches, araund tlie 
head of the Aqueduct, Forts Runj^iu, on the lowland — h tete- 
de-poni — and Albany, on ArlEiigtoti Heisflits, covering our 
deooiichps Imja the Long Bridge, and Fort Ellswoitli, on 
Sliuter'a Hill, back of Alexauctria, formed the ba^is of the 
line S. of tiie Potomac. By the time of tbe advance ot 
McDowell's anny, seven weeks, these works were nearly 
completed. 

The Bidl Run disaster made It apparent that a prolracted 
war was inevitable. Tiie Heights of Arliiigton were pflecl- 
ively fortified by intermediate works. audV wilh Fort Ruji- 
yon, formed a "couronne," covering the bridge and heights. 
These works were preliminary and auKiliaiy to tliat 1in<' of 
impregnable tortiScatlons which later encireleil tlie Cajiiial. 
Tile system of woi'lis, constituting and appropi'ial'ly di'slg- 
nated the Defmaen of Washintjion, were divideil into foui 
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Kalb, (Strong,) opposite Geoi^town. 2. Those of the Clii 
Bnd/)e. 3. I'liose N. of' the Poiomar^ between that river 
and the Anacostia. commencing wilh Fort Snmner and ter- 
minating with Fort Lincoln, 4, Those 5. of the jlnacontio,, 
commencing with Fort Mahan awl tevttCwraSwi?, -«\&i "*«* 
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9MMe, nearif oppoeite Alesmdria, The perimeter, 1 

Fon Lyon to Fort Oreble, was 33 m., and, iiidiiiltiig the tn^ 
ter-"al across the Potomac, between Greble and I.yon, a total 
ot 37 m. At the close of lioetiUliea. in April, 18«5, tlie D«- 
ftntts coneJEted of G8 luclo^d forts and Imtteries and rBi> 
placements, lor 1,130 guns, S07 ol nliicb, and 08 inortats, 
were actn.illy nioiiiiCed ; M nnanned Imttcries for field finns 
having 401 emplneements, and 20 m. of rifle-l vouches, uiiil 3 
block hoiiM<8. Tliere were also 32 m. of epcciallf-coDstract«d 
military ronda. 

In 1SG4 the garHstms S. of the Potomac consisted ol mic 
division, niiilor Gi'nei-aJ DeRnssy, four bripntlen, iintlpr 
Colonels Tidbnil, Tonnatt, Abbon, and Scbimiep— 11.011 
men ; N. of tlie Potomac, one division, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Haskin, aid-de-camp, witli tiiree brigades, nucler 
Colonels MoitIs, Gibson, and Piper— 18,868 men. 'I'o pre- 
vent a sndden dasli, the minor roacN were obEtnicted bj 
abattis and stockades. The fords of llie Pctomnc nbnve ina 
tlie 8. front wi're picketed witK ca\'alry. An infnntry dlvto- 
ion Uy lowaitlfi Blill Rnn, and infantry pickettt were i<tivtk>rKd 
on tbe N. front. Aprovost ^ianl of l,7T0mcn, nnder Oeiieral 
Martindale, were on duty In Wa'liington. and l.OSO tiwii, 
tinder General Slon^i, in Alexandria. At the an.lllery depot 
at Camp BoiTy weie 2,000 men nnd 1 7 batteries. 

The garrisons varied In nnmbers, yet t)ie orcr-senBitlvenew 
of the Government, respecting the safety ot the Capital, cod- 
ttantly required the presence of a large force. The exl^n- 
ClcB ot the service In the field, however, on several occneiom 
ttecc^llatcd u reduction. 

Thy cllbrts of Gen. Grant, in 1S64, to overwhelm Lee had 
caused the withdrawal of the well-trained artillcri^te, and 
their places were filled by new levies. As an oll'sot to the 
vigOTOUB movements of the Army ol the Potomac, Early 
made his demonstration upon WaEhtngtou. A brii^k engaf»> 
ment took place at Bockville, IQ m. from Wasliin^on. On 
Jnly 11, with 20,000 men, he appeared before Fort Steveni, 
on the Tth-st. road. The pickets retired, and the guns of 
Port Stevens, Slocum, and DeRiissy opened and checked the 
enemy, who retired tlie following night. 

The rniiis of the now dismantled and deserted Dt<fenaes ol 
TVashington may yet be eeeii on almost every eminence in 
til e vicinity of the city. Dnring their nse they accomplished 
an Important work. They saved the nation from further c»- 
lamlties after Bnll Bnn, when the enemy was In sight on 
Uunson Hill, and from attack after tlie falhires of UcCIaI- 
laii's campaign against Richmond, an<l the i-etreat of PopSt 
In J862. It ig to be hoped tlic band of fratricidal strife may 
never ag&in revive the sad ■wor\t. 
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SECTLON VI. 

HISTORlf OF WASHINGTON. 

^■.'-■''f^aS ^n^ ""^t attempt to exploru ttie Cliesapenke mul 
't pJ^ its ti-ibiitariea H'fts made in 1038, by Captain John 
A/Via Srnith, from tlie .JunK^atowii aetttomciit. He Icit aa 
iiiteit sting nai-rative ot liis discovei'ios. Hu speaka 
lit till! "Palawomefce" nsQorT m. in hrcajtli, nniT 
.vii^mblc 14] m. The Indian nmiiG wus Colioii;;!!- 
vcr ot fiWiiiiH. Tlie shoifs ol tlie pruat buy aniJ 
rivur lukil a liirgc aborisluol pi^iilation, not less tliaii forty 
tribf^, intmbbrd ot the iiiimerotis anJ wai'lilie Alxonqiilii 
family, who lived by flsbiiig, tlie cultivation of nuTze, and 
narriii^ upon tlieir nein;libora. Tlie point of tlie ton^ie of 
Liiid now occupied by tlie Arsenal waa tljQ seat of tlie coiindl 
fire. The ItLiiialioackii occupied the lands between the Hvers^ 
but utraiit 1G69, aftei' a severe wiir with tliu Potvhataiis, were 
overcome, and fled to the West, whore they joined the Tiis- 

In 1034. IlenryFleet, with a party otCalvert'ssettlers, vis- 
ited tlio falls of the Potomac. InlSa3.a tract ot laud 433 a., 
called Hoom, (Rome,) was laid out for Francis Pope, gentle- 
man, oil the east side of tlie Anacostlan river, anit to the 
moutli of tlie Tiber. Auotlier tract, of 600 a., for Captain 
Rubei't Troop, called Scotland Yun1, wiis laid out adjoining 
oil the same date. The lands of the western portion o( tlie 
city, called "The Widow's Mite," 803 a., were laid out In 
1G8I for William I.angworth. All were In Charles county, 
province of Maryland. 

In 1700-'91, Daniel Carroll owned the lands on the Ana- 
oostia. Notley Youn", In the lorlis of the river and to the 
northwanl, HUil David Burns on the west, towards George- 
town. On the bank of the river, east of the ObseiTatory, 
was a settleraeiit called Hamburg, previously Funkstown. 
On tlie Auacostia, a short distance above the Arsenal, was 
Carrollsbnr;;. The arable lands were tilled, and produced 
wheat, tobiipco. anil moize. 

On April 30, 1783, nineteen ila^a alWsT X.'cia ■^T^nA^toai'Mwx™ 
&3S\ 
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« cessation of hoBtilitles between the late British ColonI 
Korth America a.wl tbe mother eoiiiitrj, the i>ub]p(!t of a , 
manent capital tor tlie goiicral ^vcrnmenC of the United 
States of America wna incidentally allinled to In CoiigresB. 
In Mareh, 1783, the Icgii^Iature of New York oft'ureti to cede 
the town of Chigeton &e a itlocu ot permanent meeting. 
Shortly niter, Mnrylnnd tendered Annapolis for tlie same 
purpo<:e ; nl.';o 8180,000 if selected. 

A propoftltlon by a prominent gentleman was the location 
of the capital, for n term of thirteen years, at some cf the 
grawliiff western settlements, such as Detroit, Louisville, 
Kaeknakia. St. TIncent'?, and Sauiluskyj stating that '*a,iL 
amazing value wonld bo added to that important territory ; " 
that It would "aooelerate the rapidity of its aettlemunt and 
popnlatioii," and at about twelve cents an acre would extin- 
guish the national debt; that Congress should assume plen- 
ary jm-iadlotlon overacompass of twenty miles square ; slionU 
form a government ''on the moat perfect plan of modern r^ 
flnement ; " in place of certificates, should award the lands In. 
the vlelnlty " to those bmve officers and men who served Id 
the late glorious war." These, Spartau-llke, it wascxpccted, 
would form "an impregnable bulwark against the natives," 
«rany other dangers. WilliamsbuiT;, the old capital of Vir- 
ginia, was offered at the same time. 

On October 6, 1783, Congress voted npon the selection of 
A State, as they existed at that time, beginning with New 
Hampxlilre, and proceeding inorderaonth\vard. New Jersey 
and Maryland reonved the highest number of votes, but no 
-choice was made. The nes:t day, on a rt-solution by Eldridge 
■Gerry, the location of the "Federal Clty"wft3 voted on or 
near the falls of the Delaware, near Trenton, and a commit. 
tee of five was appointed to examine the locality and report. 
On October 21 following, the erection of buildings was author- 
ized at or nearthelowcrfallsof the Potomac or Georgetown, 
andacommitteewasappolnted toexamlne and report on that 
site. Two localities were now provitled for, and meanwhUe 
Gongress was to meet altcnialclyat Tiunton and Annapolis, 

The inconvenience of two capitals was soon demonstrated. 
The Delaware committee reported favorably, and that for tba 
Potomac unfavorably on that location, thono^h they thoujjht 
tietter of a site above Georgetown, or 1 J m. below, at Fiinks- 
town. On December 30, 1784, It was decided inexpedient to 
erect buildings at more than one place. On December 38 
three commissioners were appointed to lay out a district ot 
not less than two nor more tttan^ m. w\wa.TO, ow ^itUer dde 
ofthi' Delaware, within 8 in. above ot\yi\.o-« *,ft^aaa. 
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Daniel CarroU, Md. ; 1791-94, David Stiiart, Va. ; 1794r-1800, 
Ooetavns Scott, Md, ; 1794-1802. WilUnm Thornton, Fenn. ; 
1795-1S03, Alexander White, Md. ; 1800, Williain Crancli, 
Md. ; 1800-1S02, Tristram Dalloii, Md. 

TIte Constitution of the tlnitcfj States, 1787, ipivo Con^resa 
the power "to exercise exclusive legislation in aU cases what- 
soever over such district, not exceeding 10 m. eqimre, as may, 
b; cesaioD of particular States and the acct^ptniice of Oon- 

freas, become the seat of the Government of the United 
tates." • ♦ • (Art. I, See. 8.) 

The first session of Congress of the United Stat4.'s of Amer- 
ica, aseembled under the Constitution, was called upon to 
enter hito this question, confronted by a stronger evidence of 
Bectional spirit than tiad hitliert» been exhibitcil. RcsolutioDS 
from the logialatmiiB of States, besides niuneroiis petitions 
and memorials, were presented, urging certain localities, and 
freqnently offering great inducements. Districts of ID m. 
square, with the nght to exercise exclusive Jurisdiction, were 
offered to Congress for the seat of Government by acts o( the 
GJeneral Assemblies of Maryland in Deccmljcr, 1788, Pena- 
sylvaniain September, 17B9, and Virginia in December. 1789. 
As an addltlnnal hidiic«ment, Vii^lniu oQered 91*20,000, and 
Maryland (72,000. Pennsylvania, in her grant, excepted 
Philadelphia, the district of Southwark, and part of the 
Northern Liberties. Petitions were also received from the 
Inhabitants of Trenton, in NewJcrwy; Lancaster, Wri^it's 
Ferry, York, Carlisle, Harrisburg, Reading, and G«rman- 
town, in Pennsylvania, and Baltimore and Georgetown, in 
Maryland. All expressed their willingness to come imder the 
tegie of Congress and the Constitution, and pictured in glow- 
ing colors the advantages o( climate and scenery, and conve- 
niences of access which their i-espective localities possessed. 
The newspapers of the day frequently took a humorous view 
of this patriotic competition, and inpruse and veric gave vent 
to considerable good-iiatnred sentiment. 

In the second session the Capital question was a.^ain agi- 
tated, and Baltimore, Wilmington, the Delaware, German- 
town, betn'ccn the Potomac and tlic Susquehanna, were all 
urged ; but the act establisliing the temporary Seat of GSovern- 
ment at Philadelphia, from the first Monday in December, 
1790, and the permanent on the river Potomac, between the 
mouths of the Eastern Branch (Anacostia) and Conoso- 
cheagiie, a tributary of the upper Potomac, to be ready tor 
the sessions of Congress by the first MQi\da,i \a. '^iwte.^sSoKt, 
1800, was finally passed, and RppK.vca\^'j'*^»:^-«'^S«*"^^^j. i 
16, 17B0. In the Senate it received \43''«a'»*^^.^3^-e^ 
In the House 33 yeaa and %% nays. 'V:\« V(«n^<«»-^ | 
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cnent was ejected as a compromise with the advocates of s^ 
fiscal measure known as the assumption of the State debts. 
The majority of tlie votes of tlie Middle States going with 
the South, gave the majority for tlie Potomac. 

Tlie Legislature of Virginia, in December, 1790, appropri- 
ated the $120,000 previously offered, payable in thi*ee annual 
installments. In December, 1791, the Legislature of Mjiry- 
laud gave an order for tlie payment of the $72,000 donated 
by that State. The December before, the same Legislature 
passed an act for providing for the condemnation of land, if 
necessary, for the public buildings. On January 22, 1791, 
the tii-st commissioners, three in number, were appointed to 
superintend the affairs of the city. On January 24 the Presi- 
dent issued a proclamation directing the commissioners to lay 
down the four experimental lines of boundary, as follows : 

First, by running a line from the court-house of Alexan- 
dria, in Virginia, due SW. J m., and thence a due SE. coui-se 
till it struck Hunting Creek. This was to be the initial 
point, from which the tirst line was to run due NW. 10 m. ; 
the second into Maryland due NE. 10 m. ; the third due bE. 
10 m. ; and the fourth due SW. 10 m. to the beginning, on 
Hunting Creek. These were approved by Congress. The 
original «act required the location of the District above the 
mouth of the Eastern Branch or Anacostia river. To con- 
form the law to the experimental lines, an amendatory act, 
approved ^Lirch 3, 1791, repealed the conflicting portion of 
the act of July IG, 1790, but required the public buildings to 
be erected on the Maryland side of the Potomac. After the 
-completion of the necessary legislation on the subject. Presi- 
dent Washington set out on a visit to the Potomac. He 
arrived March 28, 1791, and put up at Snter's tavern, a one- 
story frame structure, the favorite resort of travelers arriving 
at Georgetown. On March 29, in company with the three 
commissioners and the surveyors, Andrew EUicott and Major 
Peter Charles li'Enfant, he rode over the ground. The same 
nigiit a meeting was held for the purpose of effecting a re- 
■conciliation with the property owners. There were some 
who desired to derive all the advantages offered by the pro- 
posed city without making a reasonable concession to its 
success. The counsel of Washington had its effect. The 
general terms agreed upon were signed by nineteen of the 
original proprietors. The President issued a proclamation, 
dated March 30, 1791, at Georgetown, which defined the lines 
of the Federal territory accepted by Congress, and ordered 
the commissioners to proceed forthwith to have the lines 
permanentlj'^ marked. 
TIje*President now left for a brief visit to his home at 
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Momit Pi'moii ; tlicncc ho proceeded to IticlimoDd. Va., to 
consult with Gov. Beverly RaiiilolphreHppctius the psyment of 
the 9120,000 appropriated hy the ComrnotiweiLlth of Virginia 
towards tho biiUding of the Capital, On April 13 he wrot*, 
Ititorming the commissioners tliut tile GoTcrnor was wilting 
to advance tho mouey at curlier periods Xlian agreed upon. 
On April 13 tliu coiumiBsiouers held tlieir first ref[iUnr meet- 
ing At Georgetown. On April IS the Initial or corner-stoiN? 
of the lines of the Fedeiid teri'itory was formally planted in 
the prescLica of tlie three oommissionera, Andrew ElUeott, 
the surveyor, and the Masons and many citizens of Alcxan- 
diia. James Miilr, the paetoi- of that Episcopal imrish, deliv- 
ered a sermon. On Jnne 29 n final settlement was i^llbeted, 
by which the lands ceded to the Govcrnmenl were conveyed 
111 IriiNt to Thomas Beoli, of George, and Jolin M. Gantt, of 
Maryland, or their Iieira, for the United States. The streets, 
gqnareB, parcels, and lots were to be laid out, and conveyed 
by the trustees to the United States ; the residue of the land 
was to be divided equally. For their share the United States 
were to pay £25, oi- (UG G6J^ an a. The streets and sqnarea 
went to the Government free. There were other stipulations 
respecting sales of lands and paymentol indebtedness to the 
pivprietors. They were also permitted to occnpy the lands 
till iitqulred for public use. Owing to a disagreement, the 
eti'eets ainl reservations were never conveyed to the commis- 
sioners. The law offlcer of the OoTCmnient and the Supreme 
Court of the Uuited States, however, have decided that the 
Uniteil States have absolute control over them notwithstand- 
ing. An net of Maryland, Dec. 19, ITOl, ratified the cession 
of Its iHirtion of the Federal territory, and designated wrtaln 
power!" and dutlps of the commissioners, who were also an- 
thorlzeil to xaV.<; posHeBsioii, in tiie same proportion as agreed 
witli rill' <ii}iri--^, ijf liiiJ hi Hamburg and Carrollsbm-g. The 
lnha1iit;Lii(- nf i;iii:i,'Ltih«ii. who to requested, were to tte in- 
ci'idi'il. |iiiniilirl tln'y r^iiiiformcd to the general tenna of 
the af;iV''iiii-Lii, iihicii ihcy declined. 

The laying out o( the city according to the plane prepai^ed 
by li'Eiifant, which were approved by Washington In Aug., 
1791, was carried out under tlie direction of Andrew Ellicott, 
a native of BucltB county, Penii., a gentleman of line attain- 
ments, and who had executed a number of Important sur- 
veys. He was boni In 1754. and died at West Point in 1820. 

The ib-st step was the establishment of the "merlflian 
line" throiigl) the site«f the Capitol, and the E. and W. in- 
tersecting line, which were to form the bosJs of the execation 
of the entire plan. At a meeting of the commissiouera oa 
Sept. 8, 1701, certain regidationa were ^TCMrftocft, -s^ •!».■??«*» 
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to the erection of private buildings, and the present names of 
the city and District and designation of the streets were 
adopted. The first public sale of lots, of which the Gk>verD- 
ment had 10,136, took place at Georgetown on Oct. 17, 1791. 
A large number of purcliasers were present from aU parts of 
the countiy, and tiie prices paid ranged from $26 66 to $306 59, 
During the summer and autumn of 1791 the commissioners 
also made preparations for the commencement of work early 
in the following spring. Contracts for building material and 
food were awarded, and a freestone quarry on Higgington^s 
island, 40 m. below the city, was purchased. 

The President's House was the first of the public buildings 
commenced. An historical sketch of each of the public 
buildings will be found, with their description, in the Hani>- 

BOOK. 

The building of the city, as might be expected, attracted a 
number of that class of persons who, though poor \n means, 
were still rich in schemes. Among the earliest was one 
Samuel Blodgett, who appeared on the scene as an applicant for 
pei-mission to buUd an entire street, which was granted. After 
considerable planning and negotiating, the enterprise was 
abandoned, the commissioners having no funds to spare, and 
Blodgett's being all in anticipation. Undaunted, however, 
the same person undertook the erection of a great hotel, the 
funds for which were to be raised by lottery, the hotel being 
the first prize. The building was partly erected, and was 
drawn by a person without means to complete it. It re- 
mained unfinished till purchased, years after, by the Govern- 
ment for the Post and Patent Offices. 

In 1793, the commissioners entered into an agreement 
with Robert Morris and James Greenleaf for the sale of 6,000 
lots, at $80 a lot, payable in seven annual installments, with- 
out interest, they obliging themselves to erect, in 1794, and 
annually for six yeai*s, twenty brick houses, two stories high. 
The above two and John Nicholson bound themselves to ful- 
fill the contract. The parties failed to comply with any por- 
tion of the contract, which led to the serious embarrassment 
of the commissioners. 

One of the great obstacles in the way of the commission- 
ers in the beginning was the scarcity of skilled workmen. 
Agents were sent to the northern cities, and some importar 
tions were made from abroad. The slaves from the adjacent 
plantations were almost exclusively employed as laborers. 

In 1796, Congress authorized the commissioners, under 
the direction of the President, to borrow $300,000, and, at 
the same time, assumed a supervision of the affairs of the 
e/tj^, requiring the commissioners to report their opeiutions 



HISTORY OF WAaHINOTOU. 241 

eemi-annually to the Secretary of the Treasnry. Meeting 
with no eiiccc^ in negotiating tlieir loan in HollancI, whence 
the first s-pplicfttiod of the eommiHsioQei-s was made, the As- 
Hcmbly of Maryland came to their rescue hy granting them 
a ioaii of 910U,OUO. 

The election of Jolui Ailams at first exciter) eorae solicitude 
on tlie part of the friends of the Federal city, iu considem- 
tiou of the oppo^tion to the selection of tlie Potomac elte 
shown by the New £n^and States iuttke discussion and vote 
in Congress in 1790. The President, however, gave assur- 
ance of a determination to carry oat the viewB of lils prede- 

In 1799, after a lone discussion. Congress voted anottier 
(100,000 to the conmnssioners, which amount was also ad- 
vanced by the State of Maryland. The next year ^0,000 
was obtained from the same source, on tlie personal security 
of the commissioners. 

In February, 1800, they executed the papers necessary to 
the security of all the loans or advances to tlie city, both 
from the State of Maryland find the National Government, 
amounting to 4300,000, exclusive of the Ia£t loan of ^0,000. 
For that purpose they pledged all the property in the city 
sold or contracted for before that time, and upon which pay- 
ments liad not been made. The land acquired or purchased 
for ttie United States and yet unsold, esclustve of lots for- 
feited for non-payment of purcliase money and then liable to 
be sold, amounted to 4.682 lots and 2,043 ft. frontajje on 
navigable water, valued at {884,750. The debt was $144,125, 
and contracted for on tlie credit of the above funds of (360,- 
SUl. Tlie N. wing of the Capitol, the President's House, 
and War anfl TreaBury Offices, the first commenced in 1797, 
were ready for occupation. A number of dwellings had 
b(!cn creeted by private parties in the vicinity of the Capitol, 
President's House, and Greenleaf's Point. Pennsylvania 
av., the tiioronghfare from the Capitol to tlie President'a 
]lou<^', was ditdicd. Other avennes and streets connecting 
the widely-scattered parts of the city were also opened. The 
reservatlonB around the Capitol and President's House were 
planted. A turnpike was also opened to Baltimore, Suita- 
ble provisions having been made by act of Congress dated 
April 24, 1800, the archives of the Government were con- 
veyed to Washington. The Executive and offices were 
transferred at the same time. On November 21 Con^«88 
commenced its seeeions in the N. wing of the Capitol. Con* 
^ress assumed Jurisdiction over the District of ColumbU hi 
1801, and declared that tlie laws of Virginia and Macule 
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rtwuld continue respectiT^lj in force in the portIanii«l 
District ceded by those StaleB, 

In 1S03 the Board of Commissloaers wag abolished and 
iucceeded by a superintendent, Thomas Munroc, who was re- 
quired to settle up all accounts, and to sell asiifficieiit ntimber 
ol ttie lots pledf^d for the repikytnent of the loou of 9200,000 
from tlie State of Blaryland, eo as to meet all obligations of 
interest and installments. In event ot an unwarrantable sao- 
riticti ot the property to meet these demands, the sale was to 
cease, and the balance was to be paid out of the Treasury of 
the United State's. Lots not paid tor were also to be sold to 
meet the loan ot $aO,()00 ti-om the Slate of Maryland, or, if 
not sufficient, the residue was to be paid out ot the Treasury. 

Mayors of Wosftin^foB.— 1802, Robert Brent ; 1813, Daniel 
Rapine; 1813, James H. Blake ; 1817, Bi'ngamin G. Orr; 1«19, 
Samnel M. Smallwoodj 1832, T. Carberry; 1S24, Bojp?r C. 
Weightman; 1827, Joseph Gates, jr.; IBM, John P. Van 
Ness; 1834. W.A.Bradley; 1836. Peter Forae: 1840, W. W. 
Seaton; 1850, Walter Lenox ; 1862, John W, Maury; 1854, 
John T. Towers; 1856, W. B. Magruder; 1868, J. G. Ber- 
rett; 1862, Richard Wallach; 1868, S. J. Boweo; 1870, M.O. 
Emery. 

Governors of the District of CDiumfeta.— 1871, Henry D. 
Oooke; 1873. A. R. Shepherd. 

On Hay 3, 1802, the mtinlcipal government was created by 
Congress, lo consist ot a mayor and council, Cougi-esa re- 
served supreme Jurisdiction. The affairs of the county, and 
the construction ot roads outside the city, were intrusted te 
a board known aa the lei-y court. On Feb. 21, 1871, the ter- 
ritorial form of government was substituted. 

Tlie moBt important event in the history ot the Capital 
since its foundation was the occupation by the Briti^, The 
President (Madison) and the Cabinet, over^ioufident of the 
safety of the Capital, or the indisposition of the Bi-itisb, who 
controlled the Chesapeake, to attack, had neglected to make 
suitable provisions tor defense. As a consequence, about 
8.500 raw militia, hastily concentrated and badly handled, 
were suddenly called npon l;o confront the enemy, 4,000 
strong, at Bladensburg, S m. from Che Capital, on Ausuat 
24, 1814. Cominoiiore Barney, witli a few huudred sailors 
and marines, and Beall's Maryland militia, made a stubborn 
resistance on the turnpike, but, unsupported by the rest of 
the troops, who had fled almost without a light, fell back to 
the Capital, proposing to defend that point. Fi-om here he 
was ordei'ed to retire and takp position behind Georgetowa, 
leaving tlie city entirely delenseless. The American troops 
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retreated towftrds Montgomery Court House, having beep 
preceded by the President and Cabinet and other promineat 
officers ol the Government, The toWl force of Americana 
available was 7,000 men, but tlirough mismana^inent, tbn 
incajtacitf of G«n. Winder, the commander, and the iutei^ 
ferenceofthePreeldcnt and Cabinet, especially tlie Secretary 
of War, not more tbao half that number reacliiid the field, 
and even then were outnumbered five to one oil the points of 
attack. The wliole British (orcn which landed on the Piiu- 
tnxent numbered 6,123 men, of whloli 4,600 men took part 
In tbe fight. The American loss was 2Q killed and 51 wounded, 
and tbe British 150 killed and 300 wounded. 

At 8 p. m. on the day of tlie battle the enemy bivoiiiicked 
on Capitol Hill. The Capitol, Library of Congress, Presi- 
dent's House, Arsenal, Treasury and War olflceB, Long 
Bridge, and office of the National Intelligeucer newspaper, 
were burned the same nig^t, al»o some private buildinga. 
The Navy Yard and frigate Columbia, on the stocks, and 
Argils, five barges, and two giuiboats were destroyed by 
or<fer of the Secretary of the Navy, The explosion of pow- 
der In a well at tbe arsenal killed 15 and woujidnd 30 of th« 
British. 

On the evening ol August 25 the British evacuated the 
Capital. To use the words of one of the Britisb offlcerv, tbe 
retreat " was as cautious and stealthy and precipitate as was 
natural for a retreating army under sncli circiunstanees." 
On the retreat many died of fatigue or were taken prisoners 
by the cavalry bara.'isiug the rear. Nearly 200 of the dead 
left bv the enemy were buiied by the citizens. It was eatl- 
matetJ that bis aggregate loss was not less than 1,000 men. 

The euemy reached Benedict on the evenuig of August 29, 
and re-embarked the next day. 

The «ight of the Capital in flames had aroust^d tiie inhab- 
itants of tlie surrounding country, who were beius I'aliicd by 
tiie Secretary of State, Mr. Uonroc. It was resolved to cut 
off tbe enemy's retreat to bis ships. His baste, however, 
frustrated these patriotic proceedings. 

When the question of the restoration ol the public build- 
ings was under discussion, a long and bitter debate ensued, 
evmcing not only a strong disposition to abandon the city, 
but a dangerous sectional feeling. For a time tlie most seri- 
ous consequences were tlireatened. Calmer counsels, how- 
ever, prevailed, and an appropriation of 1500,000 was made 
for tiie repoir or re-erection of the buildings on their old 
sites. Tlie estimated loss was 91,000,000. 

In 1S4G that portion ol the District lyingon the w«at.^«xlii. 
of the Potomac was retroocdcd to VlTgivOia.. \,'n.\%'i«>^»»'M^» 
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of slaves was prohibited, and on April 16, 1862, slavery was 
abolished in the District. 

During the rebeUion, 1861-65, the Capital had every ap- 
pearance of a vast fortress. It was the base of operations of 
m^hty armies, caUed out for the defense of the Constitution 
and the Union. On the surrounding hills were military 
camps ; in the city were hospitals and stores ; and the ave- 
nues and streets were the daily scene of moving troops and 
trains. 

Tiie infusion of a new element into the population of the 
Capital was one of the important results of the rebellion of 
1861-^65. It was not, however, till a decade later that a sys- 
tem of improvements on a grand scale were commenced. In 
that time the number of the inhabitants inci*eased nearly 
fifty thousand. Congress, in the meantime, liad dispossessed 
itself of the idea that a National Capital was a political conve- 
nience, instead of necessity. The ideas of Washington, Jeffer- 
son, and L^Enfant, after a sleep of more than three quarters 
of a century, are being realized. The grand avenues, broad 
streets, and beautiful parks are in keeping with the magni- 
ficence of the Capitol and the imposing proportions of the 
structures occupied by the various Executive Departments 
of the Grovernment. Elegant residences, fine churches, 
^oommodious school-houses, and many public and private 
institutions have been erected. It must be admitted that the 
Capital is no longer a reflection upon the taste, culture, and 
liberality of the nation, and the least inviting of American 
cities. At the same rate of improvement, in ten years the 
Capital of the United States will be one of the most beauti- 
ful in the world. These gratifying results arc unquestion- 
ably due to the interest and zeal of JPresident Grant, and to 
the energy and courage of (Governor Shepherd. 
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